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Abstracts: 
The activities of the Japan Medical Library Association 
(JMLA) having about sixty years history are introduced. 
Following numerical averages of medical libraries in Japan 
and state of usage, on online retrieval, two programs on the 
continuing education, the exchange program on duplicated 
issues of periodicals, several publications, annual 
meetings, the 5th International Congress on Medical 
Librarianship, and the future of JMLA are described. 
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1. History of the Japan Medical Library Association 
The Japan Medical Library Association (JMLA) was founded 

to practice the inter-library loan system among five 
national universities; Niigata, Okayama, Chiba, Kanazawa, 
and Nagasaki universities , on the 10th of November in 
1927. In thebeginning, JMLA was called the Conference on 
the National Medical University Libraries, then the 
Conference on the Medical University Libraries in the 5th of 
May in 1929. On the 20th of October in 1949, it was replaced 
by the Conference on the Japan Medical Libraries , and the 
present name since 1954.1* 

The present members consists of eighty five regular, 
fifteen associate, one co-operative, and thirty supporting 
ones. 

2. Numerical averages of medical libraries in Japan 

Averages of following ifcems of each libraries from the 
Fifty fifth Annual Statistics of JMLA are like below.2' 
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Total floor spaces are 1,849 ro2, spaces of office 154 
m2, reading room 446 m2, stock space 704 m 2, numbers of 
user's seats 137, total length of shelves 4,-472 m. The 
number of full-time staffs are 10.5 including 7.6 
professionals and about sixty percent are females. 

As regard to library collections, books are 54,012, 
serials 49,077( total 103,089), on the other hand, number of 
kinds of serials are 1,144 in Japanese and 1,410 in non-
Japanese. The number of annual acquisition containing gift, 
exchange, bound volumes are 4,391 and the numbers of 
current serial titles are 663 in Japanese and 792 in non-
Japanese. 

Total library expenditures comprising personal, travel, 
maintenance and book expenditures are $484,040 and the book 
expenditure itself are $250,400. 

Thenumbers of objective users are 1,438 for the faculty 
members, .1 ,327 for students, and 210 for others. Users 
visited per day are 230, the numbers of borrowers and 
circulated books per day are each 37 and 66. The number of 
item photocopied per year are 29,592. 

With regard to inter-library loans, the numbers of 
lent materials, photocopies requested from domestic and 
overseas are 43, 8,697, and 19, respectively. On the other 
hand, the numbers of borrowed materials, domestic and 
overseas requested photocopies are 40, 1,986, and 69. 
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Concerning reference services, the numbers of literature 
searches, identification of holding libraries, fact finding, 
and user instruction are 573, 1,515, 285, and 378, 
respectively. The state of usage on online retrieval which 
is one of the most current and active reference services is 
introduced below. 

2.1„ State of usage on online retrieval 
As the first online bibliographic information retrieval 

system in Japan, the JOIS(JICST-the Japan Information Center 
for Science and Technology-Online Information System) 
service was started via telephone line in 1978. From the 
guestionaire of online retrieval usage between March, 1982 
and April,1983 in 1983, sixty five of seventy medical 
university libraries provided online retrieval services. 
Average number of questions processed by one library per 
year were 411, average connecting time in one library were 
62.7 hours per year, average number of printed out 
citations per year were 7,783, and average fee per year were 
$3,834. Percentage of MEDLINE usage in databases used was 
85.5 and percentage of JOIS system in vendors used was 77 in 
comparison to 22 of DIALOG.3J 

3. Continuing education 
There are two programs on the continuing education for 
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the members of JMLA. 

One of them is the Workshop for Medical Librarians which 
began in 1 966 for those who has the career less than three 
years in a medical library. It usually holds three days 
every year under the basic training course like medical 
librarianship and how to use the reference tools including 
Index Medicus and IgakuchuozasshiCthe only Japanese medical 
sciences abstract journal). The number of attendants is 
about fifty and they have the duties to write reports on 
which they are interested in before holding the workshop. 
Aftér the Workshop, moreover, they also have duties to 
Write an article till next three months. The articles are 
published annually as the "Collected Papers of. t̂ he Workshop 
for Medical Librarians" since 1974. 

Another is the Seminar for Medical Mbracians which 
began in 1974 for those who has the career more than three 
years. It holds two days every year under one theme set up 
by the Steering Committee. The number of attendants j,s about 
thirty and they speech and discuss each other for twenty 
minutes their own thema based on the abstracts already 
published. After the Seminar the contents discussed in the 
Seminar are published as the "Collected Papers of the 
Seminar for Medical Librarians," 

-227' 



4. Exchange program 
The exchange program on duplicated issues of periodicals 

was started in 1976 to supplement their collections each 
other. The list of duplicated issues stored in member's 
libraries are constructed twice a year and by checking it 
each library request to holding libraries the issue they 
want to fill the lack issues in their own collection. 

5. Publications 
5.1„ The official journal "Igaku Toshokan" 

The official journal "Igaku Toshokan'4in Japanese) which 
was 
published bimonthly in 1 954 was A5 in size and the frequency 
of publication was changed to "quarterly" in 1965. The size 
of journal, moreover, was enlarged to B5 edition in 1969. 
The volume 31 of last year {1984) consisted of fifty 
articles in 436 pages. The Cumulative Index of vol. 1 to 
vol.25 (1954-1978) of "Igaku Toshokan" was constructed in 
1981. It made of the cumulative contents, subject and 
author indexes. 

5.2. The List of Members of JMLA 
The "List of Members of the Japan Medical Library 

Association" are published and distributed every year during 
the annual meeting of JMLA. 

It consists of institutional паше, their address and 
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