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MUSEUM REPRESENTATIONS OF INDUSTRIAL LABOR  
 
Due to the changing role of the open air museums, it is particularly important and 
relevant to understand the museum interpretation of the transformation of the members 
of the peasantry into industrial workers. The architecture, housing culture and intellectual 
traditions of the 20th-century working class can still be researched by relying on personal 
recollections. In my study, I intend to look at the possibilities of representing the 
industrial workers' colonies through the examples of museums located in Hungary and 
abroad. I aim to find answers to the questions of how the working-class lifestyle can be 
represented using the tools of open air museology, what kind of buildings and themes 
can be used and what can be adapted from foreign representations as well as what should 
be emphasized in Hungary. Therefore, I will examine the changes in the housing 
conditions of the working class and present the existing concept of the 20th-century 
building complex of the Hungarian Open Air Museum. 
Industrial construction and the way of life of colonies can be displayed in an outdoor 
location in the skanzens with the aim of heritage conservation. Additionally, multiple 
types and functions of buildings can be shown at one and the same location, allowing for 
various segments of the past to be presented in time and space. By featuring coal mining 
and the manufacturing industry in an open-air museum, it is also possible to illustrate the 
development of the industry and its decline since the 1990s as well as the changes in the 
life of society. 
By presenting industrial workers in an open-air museum, several goals can be achieved: in 
addition to preserving the industrial heritage in an outdoor setting, the museum can also 
be opened up to a wider public. 
 





 

























































































https://meonline.hu/vizualis-kultura/vizualis-antropologia-vs-vizualis-kultura/




https://net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=a0200020.nkm




 





































 




