B The current issue of our journal wishes
to draw attention on urban archaeology, a
branch of archaeology that recovers and
studies the remains accumulated in ur-
ban areas. Urban archaeology in Roma-
nia is not defined as such either from a le-
gal or a professional perspective, although
it is the main source of information for the
early history of urban settlements, in par-
ticular for understanding the process of
their making.

The possibility of performing archaeologi-
cal studies in inhabited urban centres is
extremely limited; as such studies are
usually accepted only in circumstances
related to the implementation of public
works. Archaeological research implies
the long-term blocking of urban traffic ar-
eas, the substantial slowing down in any
refurbishment or conservation works, and
certainly additional costs, which is usu-
ally hard to accept. On the other hand, ar-
chaeological interventions in urban areas
imply certain specificities that archaeolo-
gists do not always embrace gladly, such
as opening small trenches and covering
them quickly, managing enormous fill-
ings, stratigraphy that may be made up of
thousands of sequences, and an acceler-
ated work rhythm, which are just a few of
the disadvantages of urban archaeology.
The first urban excavations in Transylva-
nia were recorded around 1900. In spite of
this early beginning, urban archaeology,
after many ups and downs, is still expe-
riencing a period of search and definition
of priorities. The general overview is very
unbalanced, with cities having managed
to maintain constant monitoring of the ar-
chaeological heritage in the last decades,
such as Alba Iulia or Sibiu, and other cit-
ies still at the beginning of the process,
such as Brasov or Oradea.

The content of the journal’s present issue
is intended to point out certain aspects of
urban archaeology in Transylvania, while
sending a distress signal for an endangered
heritage: the archaeological heritage in all
our cities and towns is destroyed at a high
speed in the process of building, restoring,
refurbishing, or planning. Urban archaeol-
ogy should be able to assert itself not only
as a distinct branch of archaeology, but
also as a permanent component of urban
planning offices and of the strategies for
sustainable development of urban areas.

Daniela MARCU ISTRATE
Member of the Editorial Committee
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B Acest numar al revistei noastre doregte
sa atraga atentia asupra arheologiei urba-
ne, acea ramurd a arheologiei care recu-
pereaza i studiaza vestigiile acumulate in
perimetrul oraselor. In tara noastrd, arhe-
ologia urbana nu este definita ca atare nici
din perspectiva juridicd, nici din perspecti-
va profesionald, desi reprezintd principala
sursa de informatii pentru istoria timpurie
a oragelor; mai ales pentru intelegerea pro-
cesului de formare a acestora.
Posibilitatea unor studii arheologice in cen-
trele urbane locuite este extrem de limitata,
fiind admisa de obicei doar in circumstan-
te oferite de executarea unor lucrari edilita-
re. O cercetare arheologica presupune blo-
carea pe termen lung a unor zone de trafic
urban, incetinirea substantiala a oricaror
lucrari de renovare-restaurare gi desigur
costuri suplimentare, ceea ce de obiceli este
greu de acceptat. Pe de alta parte, inves-
tigatia arheologica intr-un spatiu urban
implica particularitati pe care arheologii
nu totdeauna si le asuma cu bucurie: des-
chiderea unor suprafete mici si astuparea
lor rapida, managementul unor umpluturi
enorme, o stratigrafie care poate fi compu-
sa din mii de secvente gi impunerea unui
ritm accelerat de Iucru sunt doar cateva
dintre incovenientele arheologiei urbane.
Primele excavatii urbane in Transilvania
au fost inregistrate in jurul anului 1900.
Cu tot acest inceput foarte timpuriu, dupa
multe suiguri gi cobordguri, arheologia ur-
bana se afla in continuare intr-o perioada
de cautare si definire a prioritdatilor. O ve-
dere generala este foarte dezechilibrata:
orage precum Alba Iulia sau Sibiu au re-
usit in ultimele decenii sG mentind o mo-
nitorizare constanta a patrimoniului arhe-
ologic, in vreme ce orase precum Brasovul
sau Oradea se afla inca la inceputuri.
Prin cuprinsul acestui numdar al revis-
tei dorim sa punctam cateva aspecte ale
arheologiei urbane din Transilvania si
totodata sa tragem un semnal de alarma
pentru un patrimoniu aflat in pericol: in
oricare dintre oragele noastre, patrimoniul
arheologic se distruge cu mare viteza in
valul de constructii, renovari, moderni-
zdri sau sistematizari. Arheologia urbana
ar trebui sa se poata afirma nu doar ca o
ramura distincta a arheologiei, dar gi ca
0 componenta permanentd a birourilor de
urbanism si a strategiilor de dezvoltare du-
rabild a mediului urban.

Daniela MARCU ISTRATE
membru al Colegiului de Redactie

B Jelen lapszdmunk a vdrosi régészetre sze-
retné felhivni olvasoink figyelmét, az archeo-
l6gia azon dgazatdra, amely a varosok terii-
letén felhalmozddott leletek feltdrasaval és
tanulmdnyozasaval foglalkozik. Orszagunk-
ban a varosi régészet mint olyan, sem jogilag
sem pedig szakmai szempontbdl nem kertilt
meghatdrozdsra, annak ellenére, hogy a va-
rosok korai torténetére vonatkozo adatok f6
forrdsdt jelenti és nélkiilozhetetlen az adott
telepiilés kialakuldsanak megértéséhez.

A stirtin lakott varoskézpontok régészeti
feltarasanak lehetdségei nagyon korldto-
zottak, dltaldban csak kozmiivesitéssel
kapcsolatos  munkdlatora  korlatozodik.
Egy alapos régészeti kutatds feltételezi a
vdarosi kozlekedés hosszu iddre torténd fel-
fiiggesztését vagy korlatozasat, ugyanakkor
mindennemii javildsi-restaurdldsi mun-
kalat késleltetését és természetesen a kolt-
ségek novekedését jelenti, ami dltaléban
nehezen fogadhato el. Mdsrészt, egy varosi
kornyezetben torténd régészeti vizsgalo-
dds olyan sajdatsagos koriilményeket dik-
tal, amelyeknek a régészek nem szivesen
vetik ald magukat: kis méretii szelvények
nyitasat és siirgds betemetését, hatalmas
mennyiségli toltés kezelését, szamtalan
rétegsorbdl allo réteghelyzetet és kételezd a
gyors ritmus, ez csak néhdany kellemetlen-
sége a varosi régészetnek.

Erdélyben az elsé varosi dsatdsokat 1900 ko-
riil jegyezték fel. De ezen korai kezdet dacd-
ra, sok haladds és visszaesés utdn, a vdrosi
régészet tovabbra Is az ttkeresés és a priori-
tasok meghatdrozdsanak szakaszdban van.
Az dltaldnos helyzet kiegyensulyozatlan:
egyes vdrosoknak, mint példaul Gyvulafehér-
var vagy Nagyszeben, az ulébbi évtizedek-
ben sikertilt régészeti orokségiik kovetkezetes
nyomon kévetése, ugyanakkor mds vdrosok,
mint példaul Brassé vagy Nagyvarad még
csak a kezdeteknél tartanak.
Folyoiratunknak ebben a szamdban szeret-
nénk ramutatni az erdélyi varosi régészet
néhany aspektusdra, és ugyanakkor vész-
jelzést leadni egy veszélyeztetelt Orokség
érdekében. Az épitkezések, feltijitasok, kor-
szertisitések és vdarosrendezési folyamatok
hevében varosainkban rohamosan pusztul
a régészeti drokség. A varosi régészet nem
csak az archeoldgia kiilén dgaként kellene
kibontakozzék, hanem a vdrosrendészet-
nek a vdarosi kirnyezetre vonatkozo fenn-
tarthato fejlédési stratégiaknak kotelezd
osszetevdjévé kellene valnia.

Daniela MARCU ISTRATE
szerkesztébizottsagi tag
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Arheologia urbana a Brasovului

B Rezumat: Bragovul a fost in Evul Mediu unul dintre cele mai dezvoltate
orase ale regiunii. O istorie bogata in evenimente distructive, intre care pe
primul loc se afla incendiile, in mod special cel din 1689, a facut ca din
trecutul medieval si modern sd nu ramana la suprafata decat foarte putin.
Istoria timpurie a oragului a ramas in principal sub nivelul actual de cal-
care, in pamant sau in structurile zidite subterane. Aceasta istorie ar trebui
readusa la suprafata prin arheologie, dar ne aflam abia la inceputul acestui
drum. Bragsovul are o arheologie saraca, alcatuita exclusiv din cercetari de
conjunctura legate de diferite interventii a cdror extindere gi rigoare au fost
deseori dependente de ambitiile personale ale arheologului. Chiar gi aceste
putine sapdturi nu au fost publicate decat intr-o mdsura foarte micd, astfel
ca nici macar specialigtii nu au acces complet la informatii. Articolul prezin-
ta o retrospectiva a celor mai importante investigatii arheologice realizate pe
teritoriul orasului, punctand principalele contributii aduse de acestea.

B Cuvinte cheie: Brasov, arheologie urbana, fortificatii medievale, arheo-
logie ecleziastica, Biserica Neagra

B Brasovul s-a format intr-o pozitie geografica extrem de favorabila, in
sud-estul Transilvaniei, pe unul dintre drumurile comerciale care lega Eu-
ropa de Orient. Orasul a fost deschis atat catre Europa occidentala cat si
catre cele doua tari roménegti de peste munti, Moldova si Tara Roméneas-
ca. Aceasta situatie avantajoasd a creat premisele unei ascensiuni rapide,
astfel ca Brasovul a fost in evul mediu unul dintre cele mai importante
orage comerciale din Regatul Ungariei si implicit din Europa central-esti-
ca. intemeierea agezarii este de obicei fixata de istorici la inceputul seco-
lului al XIII-lea, in contextul procesului de colonizare cu oaspeti germani
a Tarii Barsei, sub protectia cavalerilor teutoni (ROTH 2010, 65; NIEDER-
MAIER 1979, 123-127; NIEDERMAIER 1996, 200-201; P. PHILIPPI 1984,
35-90; M. PHILIPPI 1996, 85). Pana spre mijlocul secolului al XIV-lea frec-
ventele invazii tatare au impiedicat o evolutie constanta a agezarii. Din
aceasta perioada timpurie nu se pastreaza aproape nicio informatie scrisa
care sd ne ajute la reconstituirea istoricd, astfel ca inceputurile oragului
se afla sub semnul incertitudinii. Nici pentru perioada urmatoare, pana la
finele secolului al XVII-lea, sursele scrise nu sunt foarte generoase, deoa-
rece majoritatea acestora au disparut in devastatorul incendiu din 1689
care a distrus aproape in intregime orasul istoric.

In acest context, arheologia reprezinta principala sursa de informatii
pentru cunoagterea unei lungi perioade istorice, gi mai ales pentru identi-
ficarea si intelegerea imprejurarilor in care aceasta localitate s-a format. In-
vestigatii de natura arheologica legate de fortificatiile orasului au debutat
in prima jumatate a secolului al XX-lea. Fortificatia de pe Dealul Sprenghi,
in apropierea Bisericii Sf. Bartolomeu, a atras atentia lui Julius TEUTSCH,

1 Arheolog, dr., DAMASUS ARCHAEOLOGY Brasov si cercetator asociat la Institutul de Ar-
heologie ,,Vasile Parvan”, Bucuresti, Roménia.
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The Urban Archaeology
of Brasov

B Abstract: In the Middle Ages, Brasov was
one of the most developed towns in the re-
gion. A rich history in destructive events,
among which first and foremost in fires,
especially the one in 1689, has resulted in
a situation where the remnants of the me-
diaeval and modern past are barely visible
above ground. The town’s early history has
remained mostly below the current walking
surface, in the ground or in underground
masonry structures. This history should be
brought back to the surface through archae-
ology, but we are barely at the beginning of
this road. Bragov is poor in archaeological
findings, composed exclusively of contin-
gent researches related to different interven-
tions, the extent and thoroughness of which
were often dependent on the personal am-
bitions of the archaeologist. Even these few
excavations have only been published to a
very limited extent, so that not even special-
ists have full access to the information. The
article presents a retrospective of the most
important archaeological investigations
carried out in the town, stressing the major
contributions made by these.

B Keywords: Brasov, urban archaeology,
mediaeval fortifications, ecclesiastical ar-
chaeology, Black Church

B Brasov was formed in an extremely fa-
vourable geographical position, in south-
eastern Transylvania, along one of the
trade routes that linked Europe to the
East. The town was open to both Western
Europe, as well as to the two Romanian
Principalities across the mountains, Mol-
davia and Wallachia. This advantageous
situation had created the premises for a
rapid ascension, so that in the Middle Ages
Brasov became one of the most important
commercial towns of the Hungarian King-
dom and implicitly of Central-Eastern Eu-
rope. The settlement’s foundation is usu-
ally fixed by historians to the beginning
of the 13" century, in the context of the
colonisation process by German settlers in
the Tara Barsei Region, under the protec-
tion of the Teutonic Knights (ROTH 2010,
65; NIEDERMAIER 1979, 123-127; NIE-
DERMAIER 1996, 200-201; P. PHILIPPI
1984, 35-90; M. PHILIPPI 1996, 85). Until
around the mid-14" century, the frequent

1 Archaeologist, PhD, DAMASUS ARCHAEOLOGY
Brasov and adjunct researcher at the Institute of
Archaeology “Vasile Rirvan”, Bucharest, Romania.
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Planul sapéaturilor arheologice
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biserica medievala

W Fig. 1. Planul general al cercetdrilor arheologice la Biserica Evanghelica Sf. Martin din Brasov
M Figure 1. General layout of the archaeological researches at St. Martin’s Lutheran Church in Brasov

Tatar invasions prevented the settlement’s
consistent evolution. Almost no written
information that could help in the histori-
cal reconstruction has survived from this
early period, thus the beginnings of the
town are uncertain. The written sources
are not very generous for the next period
either, until the end of the 17" century, as
most of them has disappeared in the dev-
astating fire of 1689 that destroyed the his-
toric town almost entirely.

In this context, archaeology repre-
sents the main source of information for
the study of an extended historical period,
and especially for identifying and under-
standing the circumstances in which this
settlement was formed. Investigations
of an archaeological nature related to
the town fortifications have started in
the first half of the 20" century. The
fortification on Sprenghi Hill, near St.
Bartholomew’s Church, caught the atten-
tion Julius TEUTSCH, followed by Alfred
PROX during 1936 and 1937. Later, in
1956-1957, rescue excavations were con-
ducted by Alexandrina ALEXANDRESCU
and Nicolae CONSTANTINESCU. Based
on the results, the fortification’s layout
was partially revealed, consisting of a
curtain wall, doubled on the north-east-
ern side by a second wall, inside which
a residential building, a tower, a chapel,
and a cistern were found. Most authors

urmat de Alfred PROX 1in anii 1936-1937. Ulterior, in anii 1956-1957, sa-
paturi de salvare au fost realizate de catre Alexandrina ALEXANDRESCU
si Nicolae CONSTANTINESCU. Pe baza rezultatelor obtinute s-a conturat
partial planimetria fortificatiei, alcatuita dintr-un zid de incinta, dublat
pe partea de nord-est de un al doilea zid, iar in interior au fost evidentiate
o cladire rezidentiala, un turn, o capela si o cisterna. Fortificatia a fost
datata de majoritatea autorilor la finele secolului al XIII-lea (CRINGACI
TIPLIC 2011, 166-167). In perioada interbelica a fost de asemenea studiata
si cetatea de pe TAmpa, datata tot in secolul al XIII-lea. S-au realizat mai
multe sondaje, dar detalii cunoastem mai mult despre capela dedicata Sf-
lui Leonard (PROX 1938).

Cu toate aceste inceputuri timpurii, Bragovul detine una dintre cele
mai sdrace arheologii urbane. Orasul istoric nu a cunoscut o renovare de
amploare, desi a fost modernizat constant in ultimele decenii. Lucrarile de
sistematizare urbana nu au fost insa supravegheate arheologic decat acci-
dental. Punctual, unele interventii au beneficiat de cercetare arheologica
in regim de salvare, cum sunt de exemplu cele din apropierea zidurilor de
incinta si a unora dintre turnurile fortificatiei medievale si moderne. Cele
mai consistente informatii provin din domeniul arhitecturii ecleziastice,
deoarece lucrarile de restaurare mai mult sau mai putin ample au prilejuit
cercetari arheologice in apropierea bisericilor importante.

Restaurarea si reabilitarea fortificatiilor medievale pe latura sud-estica
a creat posibilitatea unor cercetari in anii 2003, 2005-2006 (COSULET
& BAUMAN 2006, 2005). Cu aceasta ocazie au fost studiate ,,santul de
aparare, toate elementele sale constitutive, constructive si de plan, nive-
luri de realizare si cdlcare medievale, incinta fortificata, cu dimensiuni,
modalitati si tehnici de constructie specifice” gi au fost identificate dife-
rite niveluri de cédlcare. De asemenea au fost investigate ,,patru din cele
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cinci turnuri medievale adosate incintei, unul fiind surprins in Bastionul
Tesatorilor, stabilindu-se tehnicile de constructie, dimensiunile de plan
atat orizontale céat si verticale, niveluri de cédlcare, intrarile in turnuri
si pozitionarea lor. Ca noutate, unul dintre turnuri — turnul T II - s-a
dovedit a fi de plan semirotund, in timp ce altul — turnul T III — cuprin-
de o intrare ampla, boltita semicircular, in cetate” (Bragov — Fortificatii
medievale).

Aproximativ in aceeagi perioada a fost cercetat si zidul de incinta de pe
latura de nord-vest, cdnd s-au facut sapaturi de salvare legate de renova-
rea hotelului de cinci stele din Bragov. A fost cercetata o suprafata de 1600
m?, dar informatiile cunoscute sunt sumare, referindu-se la doua ziduri de
incinta din secolul al XVII-lea precum si la ruinele bisericii construite in
1892 si demolate in 1964 (Brasov — Hotel Aro).

In interiorul cetdtii cercetari arheologice au fost ficute cu ocazia re-
novarii unor cladiri, dar sunt cunoscute mai detaliat doar cele din Piata
Enescu nr. 11bis (MARCU ISTRATE 2004). Cele cateva sondaje din sub-
solul cladirii au evidentiat urme de locuire din secolele XII-XIII con-
stand din ceramica atribuitd oaspetilor germani. Din aceeasi epoca au
fost sesizate urmele unei sistematizari facute cu straturi succesive de
lut si paméant pe un teren mlagtinos. O pivnita din piatrd a fost datata
ipotetic in secolele XIV-XV, pe baza fragmentelor ceramice descoperite
in sapatura.

B Foto 1. Cercetdri arheologice pe partea de nord a
Bisericii Sf. Martin

B Photo 1. Archaeological researches on the northern
side of St. Martin’s Church

Cea mai veche biserica din orag este Biserica Sf. Bartolomeu, constru-
ita sub influenta santierului cistercian de la Carta in secolul al XIII-lea.
Biserica nu a fost cercetata arheologic, dar cateva sondaje au fost realizate
in apropiere in anul 2008, cu ocazia extinderii casei parohiale. In sapatu-
ra a fost descoperita ruina zidului vechi de incinta, un cuptor pentru ars
piatra de var construit in afara incintei si cAdteva morminte de inhumatie.
De asemenea a fost cercetata fundatia actualului zid de incintd (MARCU
ISTRATE & IZDRAILA 2008). O moneda din secolul al XII-lea reprezinta
cea mai veche descoperire de acest fel de pe teritoriul oragului.

In anii 2008-2009 a fost cercetata arheologic Biserica Evanghelicd de
pe Dealul Sf. Martin (MARCU ISTRATE & IZDRAILA 2008), considerata
a fi un punct de reper important in reconstituirea inceputurilor oragului
(MORRES 1928, 154-155; TREIBER 1971, 211-212; NUSSBACHER 1995).
Biserica este amplasata pe promontoriul nord-vestic al Dealului Cetatu-
ii, integrata intr-un ansamblu urbanistic care s-a dezvoltat pe structurile
unei resedinte medievale, conservand fragmente dintr-un zid de incinta si
o cladire de locuit, astdzi cunoscuta ca fiind vechea casa parohiala. Forma
actuala a bisericii dateaza de la sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea, cdnd o
capela gotica a fost prelungita spre vest. Biserica medievala a fost datata
in secolele XIII-XIV, dar prima atestare documentara este din anul 1395,
cand regele Sigismund DE LUXEMBURG a facut o danie anuala pentru
slujbe in capela cu hramul Sf. Martin.

Desi nu au fost foarte ample, cercetarile arheologice (realizate in ca-
drul unui santier de restaurare) au adus informatii noi privind topografia
constructiilor medievale gi moderne si au scos la lumina un set impor-
tant de obiecte arheologice care au datat principalele etape de constructie
si totodata au adus date noi privind cultura materiala din diferite epoci.
Au fost reconstituite dimensiunile bisericii medievale si s-a stabilit ca
aceasta a fost construita intr-o singura etapa, fiind alcatuita dintr-o nava
dreptunghiulara si o absida a carei forma nu se poate preciza. Au fost
definite caracteristicile constructive, modul de realizare a fundatiilor si a
elevatiei, evolutia nivelului de calcare si a fost descoperita cea mai veche
pardoseala, realizata din caramizi dreptunghiulare agezate intr-un strat
de nisip.

Cele mai ample investigatii din Bragsov s-au derulat in apropierea Bi-
sericii Negre, considerata de altfel ca reprezentdnd punctul 0 in crearea
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dated the fortification to the end of the
13 century (CRINGACI TIPLIC 2011, 166-
167). The citadel on Tampa Mountain was
also studied in the interwar period and
was also dated to the 13" century. Several
test trenches were made; however, more
details are known about the chapel dedi-
cated to St. Leonard (PROX 1938).

Despite these early beginnings, Bragsov
has one of the poorest urban archaeolo-
gies. The historic town has not known any
overall conservation works, although it
has been constantly modernised in the last
decades. However, the town planning sys-
tematisation works received archaeologi-
cal supervision only incidentally. In some
cases interventions have benefited from
rescue archaeological works, such as the
ones near the curtain walls and near some
of the mediaeval and modern fortification
towers. The most consistent information
comes from the field of ecclesiastical ar-
chitecture, as the more or less extensive
conservation works have brought about
archaeological researches near important
churches.

The conservation and rehabilitation of
the mediaeval fortifications on the south-
eastern side have created the possibil-
ity of research in 2003, 2005, and 2006
(COSULET & BAUMAN 2006, 2005). On
this occasion the following were studied:
“the moat, all its constituent, construc-
tive, and ground plan elements, the me-
diaeval construction and walking levels,
the fortified precinct, with its specific
dimensions, construction methods, and
techniques;” and different walking sur-
faces were identified. The following were
also investigated: “four out of five mediae-
val towers attached to the precinct, one of
them being found in the Weavers’ Bastion,



establishing the construction techniques,
the layout dimensions on both horizontal
and vertical levels, the walking surfaces,
the entrances to the towers and their po-
sitioning. As a novelty, one of the towers —
tower T II — was shown to be semicircular
in ground plan, while another — tower T
III - contains a broad entrance to the for-
tification, with barrel vaulting” (Brasov —
Fortificatii medievale).

The curtain wall on the north-western
side was investigated around the same
time, when the rescue excavations related
to the renovation of the five star hotel from
Bragov were carried out. A 1600 m?* area
was investigated, but the known informa-
tion is sketchy, referring to two curtain
walls from the 17" century and to the ru-
ins of the church built in 1892 and demol-
ished in 1964 (Brasov — Hotel Aro).

Inside the fortification, archaeological
researches were carried out during build-
ing conservation works, but only the case
of Enescu Square no. 11bis is known in
more detail (MARCU ISTRATE 2004). The
few test trenches in the building’s base-
ment have revealed traces of habitation
from the 12" and 13" centuries, consisting
of pottery attributed to the German set-
tlers. Traces of systematisation made with
layers of clay and dirt on a swampy soil
have been reported from the same period.
A stone basement was dated hypotheti-
cally to the 14™ and 15™ centuries, based
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structurii urbane. Primele observatii asupra bisericii dateaza deja de la
inceputul secolului al XX-lea, cand interiorul a fost deranjat pentru in-
troducerea unui sistem de incalzire gi cu acea ocazie au fost inregistrate
mai multe ruine considerate ca provenind din etape diferite (Die Bau-
geschichtlichen Ergebnisse, 1938). In anii 2003 si 2005 lucrari de reno-
vare in subsolul corpului C al Liceului Johannes Honterus (la sud-vest de
Biserica Neagra) au prilejuit o cercetare arheologica care a scos la iveala
ruinele unei biserici ,,de plan hala [sic] cu absida poligonala din care s-a
descoperit latura nordica si jumaétate din absida”, pentru care s-a propus
o datare in partea a doua a secolului al XIII-lea (Bragsov — Liceul Teoretic
2003). In anul 2005 biserica a fost decopertata integral, dupa cercetare
si inregistrare fundatiile fiind conservate in situ (Bragov — Liceul Teore-
tic 2005). Ruinele au fost asimilate unei capele cisterciene, mentionata
pentru prima data in 1388 gi demolata in 1559. Un studiu de istoria artei
a propus o datare la sfarsitul secolului al XIII-lea pe baza planimetriei (o
sala dreptunghiulara cu un altar pentagonal), dar discutia privind data
construirii capelei, ca dealtfel gi planimetria, a ramas deschisa in absenta
unor indicii certe, in conditiile in care arheologia nu a inregistrat elemen-
te de datare (JENEI 2004).

Restaurarea pietei publice din jurul Bisericii Negre, cunoscuta sub
numele de Curtea Honterus, a oferit prima oportunitate pentru cercetari
arheologice extinse in centrul istoric in anii 2012-2013. Sapaturile au im-
binat obiective stiintifice si utilitare, cu scopul de a colecta informatii is-
torice, dar si date structurale amanuntite despre cladiri si teren (MARCU
ISTRATE 2015).

Curtea Honterus este un spatiu public ce reprezinta principala atractie
turistica a orasului i in acelasi timp curtea unui colegiu. Contextul urban
foarte complicat a impus numeroase reguli: s-a lucrat pe suprafete mici,

B Foto 2. Cercetdri arheologice pe partea de vest a Bisericii Negre din Brasov
M Photo 2. Archaeological researches on the western side of the Black Church in Brasov
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deschiderile sdpaturii in apropierea cladirilor au fost admise pe latimi de
maxim 1 m, anumite pavaje au fost conservate pe loc etc. Multe dintre sa-
paturi au urmat traseul unor interventii utilitare, cum ar fi santuri pentru
drenaj sau pentru introducerea unor cabluri si conducte. in final planul
sapaturilor a rezultat destul de neconventional.? Bineinteles, cercetarea a
avut un caracter partial. Nu a fost pusa problema unei cercetari exhausti-
ve, care depasea posibilitdtile materiale ale momentului si de altfel nici nu
se putea realiza in mod practic.

In evul mediu si in epoca moderna spatiul din jurul bisericii parohiale
a fost folosit drept cimitir, mii de morminte fiind inghesuite in interiorul
unei incinte si cat mai aproape de fundatiile lacasului de cult. In jurul
anului 1800 cimitirul a fost complet inchis iar suprafata a devenit un spa-
tiu public sfagiat de instalatii. Din aceasta perspectiva, ceea ce se poate
vedea in Curtea Honterus depaseste imaginatia oricarui cunoscator al si-
turilor urbane. Pe sectoare ample, cablurile si conductele agezate unele
peste altele, dar mai ales unele langa altele, formeaza o panza sub care
abia se mai pot observa ramagitele unor epoci mai vechi. Gropile mormin-
telor, santurile pentru conducte de apa si gaz (canalizari), un canal termic
care traverseaza curtea de nord, cabluri de diferite feluri (paratrasnet),
subzidiri si alte reparatii ale cladirilor — toate aceste interventii insumate
au fost atat de agresive incat multe ruine au disparut total. Vagi urme de
mortar amintesc faptul ca aici sau dincolo fusesera edificate ziduri la in-
ceputurile evului mediu, dar pe baza unor astfel de urme reconstituirea
istorica este vecina cu fantezia.

Chiar si in aceste conditii, cercetarile au scos la lumina o cantitate
enorma de informatii si vestigii: morminte, urme de locuire (vetre, locu-

2 Campania din anul 2012 (43 de suprafete) s-a concentrat pe laturile de nord si de est,
iar cea din anul 2013 (22 sectiuni) de laturile de sud si vest.

B Foto 3. Cercetdri arheologice pe partea de est a Bisericii Negre din Brasov: ruine din secolele XllI-XIV
B Photo 3. Archaeological researches on the eastern side of the Black Church in Brasov: ruins from the 13% and 14* centuries
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on the pottery fragments discovered in the
excavation.

The oldest church in town is St. Bar-
tholomew’s, built in the 13" century under
the influence of the Cistercian workshop
from Carta. The church has not been re-
searched archaeologically, but some test
trenches were made nearby in 2008, when
the parish house was enlarged. The exca-
vation revealed the ruins of the old curtain
wall, a furnace for burning limestone built
outside the precinct, and some inhuma-
tion graves. The current curtain wall’s
foundation was also investigated (MARCU
ISTRATE & IZDRAILA 2008). A 12" cen-
tury coin represents the oldest find of its
kind in the town.

In 2008-2009, the Lutheran Church on
St. Martin Hill was researched archaeo-
logically (MARCU ISTRATE & IZDRAILA
2008), the building being considered to
be a major milestone in reconstructing
the town’s beginnings (MORRES 1928,
154-155; TREIBER 1971, 211-212; NUSS-
BACHER 1995). The church is located on
the north-western promontory of Cetatuii
Hill, integrated in an overall urban ensem-
ble that had developed on the structures
of a mediaeval residence, preserving frag-
ments from a curtain wall and a residen-
tial building, known today as the old par-
ish house. The current form of the church
dates back to the late 18" century, when
a Gothic chapel was extended westward.




The mediaeval church was dated to the
13" and 14" centuries, but its first docu-
mentary evidence is from 1395, when King
Sigismund OF LUXEMBURG made an an-
nual donation for celebrating mass in the
chapel dedicated to St. Martin.

Although not very extensive, the ar-
chaeological researches (carried out within
a conservation site) brought new informa-
tion on the topography of the mediaeval
and modern buildings, and revealed a set
of important archaeological objects, which
dated the main construction phases, bring-
ing at the same time new data on the materi-
al culture of different time periods. The size
of the mediaeval church was established
and it was determined that it was built in
a single construction phase, consisting of a
rectangular nave and a choir, the shape of
which could not be established. The con-
struction characteristics have been defined,
as well as the way in which the foundations
and the elevation were built, together with
the evolution of the walking surfaces, and
the oldest flooring was discovered, which
was made of rectangular bricks laid in a
layer of sand.

The most extensive investigations in
Bragov were carried out in the vicinity of
the Black Church, otherwise regarded as
representing the starting point in creating
the urban structure. The first observations
on the church date back to the early 20"
century, when the interior was disturbed
in order to introduce a heating system,
and on that occasion several ruins were
discovered, deemed to have originated in
different stages (Die Baugeschichtlichen
Ergebnisse, 1938). In 2003 and 2005 reno-
vations in the basement of block C of the
Honterus High School (south-west of the
Black Church) gave rise to an archaeo-
logical research which revealed the ruins
of a church “having a hall-type [sic] lay-
out with a polygonal choir, of which the
northern side and half of the choir were
discovered,” for which a dating from the
second part of the 13" century was pro-
posed (Brasov — Liceul Teoretic 2003). In
2005 the church was uncovered entirely,
its foundations being preserved in situ
after the research and recording (Bragov
— Liceul Teoretic 2005). The ruins were
identified as a Cistercian chapel, first men-
tioned in 1388 and demolished in 1559. An
art historical study, based on the ground
plan (a rectangular nave with a pentagonal
choir), has proposed a dating to the end of
the 13" century, but in the absence of clear
indications, the construction date of the
chapel remains open for discussion, as the
archaeological research failed to register
dating elements (JENEI 2004).

The conservation of the public market
around the Black Church, known as Honter-
us Square, provided the first opportunity for
extensive archaeological researches in the
historical centre in 2012-2013. The excava-
tions combined scientific goals with those
related to public works, in order to collect
historical information as well as detailed
structural data about the buildings and the
area (MARCU ISTRATE 2015).
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B Foto 4. Cercetdri arheologice pe partea de sud-est a Curtii Honterus: ruine din secolele XilI-XIV
suprapuse de interventii moderne

B Photo 4. Archaeological excavations on the south-eastern side of the Honterus Square: ruins from
the 13" and 14t centuries overlaid by modern interventions

inte, gropi, anexe, latrine etc.) si fortificare, constructii din piatra i mor-
tar, fragmente ceramice, obiecte din metal, sticla, piatra si os. Cele mai
vechi dintre acestea dateaza din epoca dacica, dar marea majoritate apar-
tin evului mediu si epocii moderne. Cercetarile arheologice au aratat ca
primele urme de locuire medievala dateaza din jurul anului 1200, fiind
reprezentate de vestigiile unei agezari. Mai multe fragmente de locuinte
construite din lut gi lemn, respectiv lut gi lemn pe fundatii seci, prevazu-
te cu instalatii de incalzit, au fost atribuite unei prime agezari infiintate
de un grup de oaspeti occidentali probabil inainte de sosirea in regiune a
cavalerilor teutoni. Acestea au fost urmate in cursul secolului al XIII-lea
de constructii din piatra gi mortar raspandite pe toata suprafata. Vesti-
giile lor se pastreaza in mod inegal: corpuri de cladiri cu o planimetrie
clara au aparut pe latura de sud a corului, imediat sub nivelul actual de
cdlcare, in vreme ce pe latura de nord a bisericii au ramas doar pete de
mortar in urma demolarilor succesive. Pe baza caracteristicilor tehnice,
structurile a caror planimetrie s-a putut stabili au fost atribuite in princi-
piu aceluiasi santier de constructie, fiind probabil realizate in mai multe
etape, si au fost relationate cu méanastirile succesiv mentionate in aceste
locuri in 1235 (premostratensa) si 1388 (cisterciana) (MARCU ISTRATE
2015, 67-107).

La fel de putin cunoscuta este si istoria timpurie a principalei bise-
rici din Bragov, degi aceasta este una dintre cele mai importante cladiri
medievale din Bazinul Carpatic (BALINT 2009; ZEIDNER 1999). Istoricii
considera ca biserica se afla in constructie in deceniile 8-9 ale secolului al
XIV-lea, dar debutul constructiei nu este cunoscut, ca de altfel nici etapele
in care a evoluat santierul. Astfel de precizari sunt asteptate de la arheo-
logie, dar monumentul nu a cunoscut nicio investigatie coerenta pana in
prezent.

Cercetarea arheologica din anii 2012-2013 a aréatat cd edificarea Bisericii
Negre a fost precedata de demolarea unui ansamblu de cladiri care au fost
scoase din functiune probabil in mai multe etape in intervalul 1330-1380.
Foarte probabil acesta este intervalul in care a fost construit corul si partial
nava Bisericii Negre. De asemenea investigatiile au identificat, descris si
datat mai multe etape de constructie si au analizat evolutia acestora in ra-
port cu cimitirul. Faptul ca fundatiile bisericii au deranjat in toate punctele
investigate atdt morminte cét si ruine, arata o locuire anterioara mult mai
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B Foto 5. Cercetdri arheologice in Curtea Honterus: detaliu din timpul sdpaturilor
M Foto 6. Ruine medievale pe partea de vest a Curtii Honterus

B Foto 7. Cercetdri arheologice in Curtea Honterus: detaliu din timpul sdpaturilor
B Foto 8. Cercetdri arheologice in Curtea Honterus: ruind medievald

B Photo 5. Archaeological researches in the Honterus Square: detail during excavations
B Photo 6. Mediaeval ruins on the western side of the Honterus Square

B Photo 7. Archaeological researches in the Honterus Square: detail during excavations
M Photo 8. Archaeological researches in the Honterus Square: mediaeval ruin

consistenta decét se credea. Pe de alta parte, aceasta situatie a determinat
multe nereguli si improvizatii la nivelul fundatiilor, care s-au reflectat de-a
lungul timpului in probleme de stabilitate pentru intreaga cladire. Au fost
identificate unele componente disparute intre timp, a fost detaliata maniera
de constructie si s-a stabilit faptul ca santierul de constructie a fost finalizat
mult inainte de anul 1477 (MARCU ISTRATE 2015, 107-151).

Incheiere

W in paginile de mai sus am punctat cele mai importante cercetari arheo-
logice cunoscute a se fi realizat in intravilanul Bragovului si principalele
contributii pe care acestea le-au adus istoriei oragului. Observatii de na-
turd arheologica au fost inregistrate inca de la inceputul secolului al XX-

§ 201t/2

The Honterus Square is a public space
representing the town’s main tourist at-
traction, while being a high school court-
yard. The highly complex urban context
imposed numerous rules: work was car-
ried out on small areas, near the buildings
the trench openings were allowed to be of
maximum 1 m in width, some pavements
have been preserved on site, etc. Many ex-
cavations followed the route of the public
works, such as ditches for drainage or for
the introduction of cables and pipelines.
Finally, the excavation layout ended up
being quite unconventional.? Naturally,
the research had a partial character. The
issue of an exhaustive research was not
even raised, as it would have exceeded
the financial resources for the historical
site and otherwise could not have been
achieved in practice.

2 The campaign from 2012 (43 surfaces) fo-
cused on the northern and eastern sides, and
the one from 2013 (22 trenches) on the south-
ern and western sides.
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Bisericii Negre: Sectiunea S03, profil est.
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1. Natural layers, 2. Historical topsoil and
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4. Burial layers 258 m
M Figure 3. Stratigraphic cross section in the =
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lea, cu ocazia unor lucrari utilitare. Cu tot acest inceput foarte timpuriu,
Bragovul are de fapt o arheologie saraca, alcatuita exclusiv din cercetari
de conjunctura legate de diferite interventii a caror extindere si rigoare
au fost deseori dependente de ambitiile personale ale arheologului. Chiar
si aceste sapaturi sporadice au fost rareori prelucrate gi publicate, astfel
incét informatia sa fie accesibila cel putin istoricilor gi arheologilor. Daca
insumam datele existente, este evident ca arheologia acestui orag ar putea
avea un potential enorm gi nu putem decét spera ca generatiile viitoare
vor avea o sansa in plus in aceasta directie de cercetare.
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B Fig. 4. Descoperiri arheologice in zona de est
a Curtii Honterus. 1. Podine si lutuieli, 2. Clddiri
anterioare bisericii — ruine, urme de mortar si
santuri de demantelare, 3. Cladiri anterioare
bisericii - reconstituire ipoteticd, 4. Fundatii
ale bisericii, 5. Ruine cu datare incertd, 6. Ruine
ale unor incdperi adosate bisericii in diferite
perioade si ulterior dezafectate, 7. Ruine ale
clddirii de sud-est (capeld), 8. Reconstituire
ipoteticd a clddirii de sud-est (capeld), 9. Vechiul
gard al bisericii, 10. Ziduri de criptd,
11. Interventii contemporane cu ciment,
12. Gropi, 13. Gropi de var, 14. Interventii
contemporane (santuri, gropi etc.), 15. Ruine
cu datare incertd, variate etape ale incintei
cimiteriale, 16. Sant, 17. Vetre

W Figure 4. Archaeological features in the
eastern area of Honterus Square. 1. Floorings
and clay arrangements, 2. Buildings predating
the church - ruins, traces of mortar, and
demolition trenches, 3. Buildings predating the
church - hypothetical restitution,
4. Church foundations, 5. Ruins with uncertain
timeframe assignments, 6. Ruins of rooms
which were added to the church in different
timeframes and were later demolished,
7. Ruins of the south-eastern building (chapel),
8. Hypothetical restitution of the south-eastern
building (chapel), 9. The old fence of the
church, 10. Crypt walls, 11. Contemporary
interventions with concrete, 12. Pits,
13. Limepits, 14. Contemporary interventions
(trenches, pits, etc.), 15. Ruins with uncertain
timeframe assignments, various stages of the
cemetery precinct, 16. Trench, 17. Fireplaces

In the Middle Ages and the modern
era, the area around the parish church was
used as a cemetery, thousands of graves be-
ing crammed inside the precinct, as close
as possible to the foundation of the place
of worship. Around 1800 the cemetery was
completely closed and the area became a
public space, full of installation works.
From this perspective, what we can see in
the Honterus Square exceeds the imagina-
tion of any connoisseur of urban sites. In
large areas cables and pipelines, stacked
one over the other but especially next to
each other, form a web under which the
remains of older time periods are barely
visible. Grave pits, trenches for water and
gas pipes, cables of various kinds, light-
ning conductor groundings or sewers, a
thermal duct crossing the yard from the
north, underpinnings and other repairs of
buildings — all these interventions, jointly,
were so aggressive that many ruins have
disappeared entirely. Vague traces of mor-
tar remind us that here and there walls



were erected at the beginning of the Mid-
dle Ages, but on the basis of such traces,
historical reconstruction is verging on
fantasy.

However, even under such conditions,
researches have revealed an enormous
amount of information and artefacts:
tombs, traces of habitation (fireplaces,
dwellings, pits, annexes, latrines, etc.)
and of fortification, stone and mortar con-
structions, pottery fragments, as well as
metal, glass, stone, and bone objects. The
oldest ones date from the Dacian period,
but the vast majority belong to the Middle
Ages and the modern era. Archaeological
researches have shown that the first medi-
aeval traces of habitation date from around
1200, being represented by the remains of
a settlement. Several fragments of dwell-
ings built of clay and timber, respectively
clay and timber on dry foundations, pro-
vided with heating systems, were assigned
to the first settlements established by a
group of Western colonists, probably be-
fore the arrival of the Teutonic Knights
in this region. These were followed, dur-
ing the 13" century, by stone and mortar
constructions spread over the entire sur-
face. Their remains have been preserved
unequally: building blocks with a clear
layout have been found on the southern
side of the choir, just below the current
floor surface, while on the northern side
of the church, due to successive demoli-
tions, only mortar patches were found.
Based on the technical characteristics, the
structures, the layouts of which could be
determined, were assigned in principle
to the same construction site, carried out
probably in several stages, and they were
related to the monasteries that were suc-
cessively mentioned in these places in
1235 (Premonstrantensian) and 1388 (Cis-
tercian) (MARCU ISTRATE 2015, 67-107).

The early history of the main church
of Brasov is equally little known, although
it is one of the most important mediae-
val buildings in the Carpathian Basin
(BALINT 2009; ZEIDNER 1999). Histo-
rians believe that the church was under
construction in the 8-9'" decades of the 14™
century, but the onset of the construction
is unknown, as are in fact the steps of the
construction site’s evolution. Such state-
ments are expected from archaeology, but
so far no coherent investigations have been
conducted in the historic building.

The archaeological research from 2012-
2013 showed that the Black Church’s con-
struction was preceded by the demolition of
a series of buildings that were probably de-
commissioned in stages between 1330 and
1380. It is highly probable that this was the
interval when the church’s choir was built,
as well as a part of the nave. The investiga-
tions also identified, described, and dated
several construction phases and analysed
their development in relation to the cem-
etery. The fact that the church foundations
have disturbed, in every investigated point,
both burials and ruins, shows a much more
consistent earlier habitation than previ-
ously thought. On the other hand, this
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B Photo 9. Archaeological researches in the Honterus Square: ruins of a chapel of the Black Church,
14t century
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B Foto 9. Ruinele unei capele pe partea de nord a Bisericii Negre
B Photo 9. The ruins of a chapel on the northern side of the Black Church
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situation led to many irregularities and im-
provisations at the level of the foundations,
which were reflected over time in stabil-
ity problems for the entire building. Some
components were identified, which had
disappeared in the meantime, the building
manner was laid out in detail, and it was
determined that the construction site was
completed well before the year 1477 (MAR-
CU ISTRATE 2015, 107-151).

Closing remarks

m In the previous pages we highlighted the
most important archaeological researches
known to have been achieved within the
town of Bragov, as well as the main contri-
butions that these have made the town’s his-
tory. Observations of an archaeological na-
ture have been recorded since the beginning
of the 20" century, during public works.
Despite this very early beginning, Brasov is
still quite poor in archaeological finds, com-
posed exclusively of contingent researches
related to different interventions, the extent
and thoroughness of which were often de-
pendent on the personal ambitions of the ar-
chaeologist. Even these sporadic excavations
were processed and published but rarely, so
as to make the information available at least
to historians and archaeologists. If we sum
up the existing data, it is evident that the ar-
chaeology of this town could have an enor-
mous potential and we can only hope that
future generations will have more chances
in this line of research.



The Topography of
Mediaeval Oradea

and the Prospects of
Archaeological Research

B Abstract: Despite the important position
held by Oradea in the hierarchy of mediaeval
towns in the Carpathian Basin, our knowledge
related to its historical geography and urban
topography is quite poor, not only because of
the caesura between the mediaeval and mod-
ern urban structures, produced at the turn of
the 17% century, but also due to the scarcity of
archaeological research.

B Keywords: Oradea, urban archaeology,
Middle Ages, archaeological heritage

B One of the main directions of activities in-
cluded in the European Plan for Archaeology,
developed by the European Convention on the
Protection of Archaeological Heritage (Valletta
Convention) in 1992 and ratified by Romania as
well, was the publication of a code of good prac-
tice entitled Archaeology and the Urban Project,
aimed at protecting the archaeological heritage
of European cities, by facilitating the coop-
eration between designers, archaeologists, and
developers. The goal was to reconcile develop-
ment projects with the aims of archaeology, as
well as to integrate urban archaeological herit-
age in the cultural landscape of historic towns.
Although, in principle, Romanian leg-
islation ensures, through regulations, the
conditions for interventions on archaeologi-
cal sites, stipulating that whoever gets into
contact with them, is required to pay the nec-
essary costs of the archaeological research,
practice shows us that due to institutional de-
ficiencies — particularly in urban areas — we
are far from compliance with the directives
adopted at the Convention. Among its causes
we find the institutional inability to supervise
these interventions and to counter the pres-
sures of the investments, the lacunae in the
norms regarding the enforcement of the laws,
the politicisation and servility of most of
the decentralised services of the Ministry of
Culture, the lack of specialised staff, and the
hostile attitude of local authorities towards
imposing preventive researches, or those
which could be carried out in parallel with
major investments, under the pretext of delay
in their implementation or of saving financial
resources. Even if the situation is somewhat
different in the country’s cities and counties,

1 Architect, Restitutor Ltd., Oradea, Romania.
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B Taméas EMODI'

Topografia orasului medieval
Oradea si perspectivele
cercetarilor arheologice

B Rezumat: In ciuda pozitiei importante pe care Oradea o avea in ierarhia
oragelor medievale din Bazinul Carpatic, cunostintele de geografie isto-
ricd si topografie urbana legate de ea sunt destul de reduse, nu doar din
cauza cezurii dintre structura urbana medievala si cea moderna, produsa
la sfargitul secolului al XVII-lea, dar si a nivelului modest al cercetarilor
arheologice.

B Cuvinte cheie: Oradea, arheologie urbana, Evul Mediu, patrimoniu ar-
heologic

B Una din principalele directii de activitate incluse in Planul European
pentru Arheologie — elaborat de Conventia Europeana pentru Protectia Pa-
trimoniului Arheologic (Conventia La Valletta) din 1992, ratificata si de
RoméAnia — a fost publicarea unui cod de bune practici intitulat Arheologia
si proiectul urban, menit sa protejeze patrimoniul arheologic al oragelor
europene prin facilitarea cooperarii dintre proiectanti, arheologi si dez-

1 Arhitect, Restitutor SRL, Oradea, Romania.

W Fig. 1. Stampa din secolul al XVIl-lea cu imaginea orasului dinspre nord
W Figure 1. Print from the 17 century with the view of the town from the north
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voltatori. Scopul a fost concilierea dintre proiectele de dezvoltare gi tin-
tele arheologiei gi integrarea patrimoniului arheologic urban in peisajul
cultural al oraselor istorice.

Desi, in principiu, legislatia romaneasca acopera prin reglementari
conditiile de interventie asupra siturilor arheologice, statudnd ca oricine
aduce atingere acestora este obligat sa plateasca costurile necesare cerce-
tarii arheologice, totusi, practica ne arata ca, din cauza deficientelor insti-
tutionale — in special in mediul urban — suntem departe de o conformare
asumata la directivele Conventiei. Printre motive se afla incapacitatea in-
stitutionala de supraveghere a acestor interventii si de contracarare a pre-
siunilor investitionale, lacunele normelor de aplicare a legii, politizarea si
servilismul majoritatii serviciilor deconcentrate ale Ministerului Culturii,
lipsa personalului specializat si atitudinea ostila a autoritatilor locale fata
de impunerea cercetarilor preventive sau paralele cu investitiile majore,
sub pretextul intarzierii implementarii lor sau a economisirii resurselor
financiare. Chiar daca situatia este sensibil diferitd in orasele si judetele
tarii, acest ultim fenomen este cvasigeneralizat. Vina apartine nu doar pri-
mariilor, dar deseori si muzeelor dezinteresate, respectiv Directiilor Jude-
tene de Patrimoniu pasive sau chiar complice.

In ceea ce priveste orasele, a ciror genezi coboara in Evul Mediu sau
in antichitate, pericolul distrugerii diferitelor segmente ale patrimoniului
arheologic le pandeste practic zi de zi, la orice investitie imobiliara sau
edilitara. Proiectele majore de reabilitare a spatiului urban, multe benefi-
ciind de finantare europeand, pot fi paradoxal dezastruoase pentru patri-
moniul arheologic — cum a fost cazul la unele strazi si piete din Alba Iulia
— sau se pot solda cu recuperari secventiale, cum s-a intamplat la Sibiu
(Piata Mare, Piata Huet) sau in trecutul mai apropiat, la Timisoara (Piata
Libertatii si mai multe strazi), unde campaniile arheologice derulate din

the latter phenomenon is almost generalised.
The blame lies not only with the mayoralties,
but often also with the disinterested muse-
ums, respectively with the passive or com-
plicit Heritage County Departments.
Regarding cities, the genesis of which may
go back to the Middle Ages or to the Antiquity,
the danger of destroying the different segments
of archaeological heritage might become a real-
ity practically every day, with any property or
public work investment. Major rehabilitation
projects targeting urban space, many of these
benefiting from European funding, can be,
paradoxically, disastrous for the archaeologi-
cal heritage — as was the case of some streets
and squares in Alba Iulia —, or may result in
sequential recoveries, as it happened in Sibiu
(Mare Square, Huet Square) or in the recent
past in Timigoara (Libertatii Square and several
streets), where archaeological campaigns con-
ducted since 2006 have produced consistent —
and published — results under working condi-
tions that were not necessarily favourable.
Similarly to Timigoara — or Arad, Lipova,
Lugoj, Caransebes, Varset [VrSac, Serbia],
Seghedin [Szeged, Hungary], Gyula [Hun-
gary] —, mediaeval Oradea disappeared as a
consequence of the Ottoman occupation and
of the urban restructuring from the early 18%
century, the fate of their remains, the condi-
tions of their investigation, and the chances
of their enhancement being somewhat similar.
The example of the researches undertaken in
Timigoara — or we could cite the ones in Baia

SEC. 11-13.

91.2 ha

SEC. 14-17.

151.8 ha

1700-1750

2323 ha

1750-1800

381.9 ha

1800-1860

576.6 ha

B Fig. 2. Extinderea intravilanului orasului pand in secolul al XIX-lea; harti si desene
W Figure 2. The expansion of the town until the 19% century; maps and drawings
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M Fig. 3. Evolutia orasului intre secolele XIlI-XX
B Figure 3. The town’s development between the 13" and the 20" centuries

Mare, where the municipality, understanding
that it generates prestige for the city, took upon
itself to modify the initial rehabilitation pro-
ject of Cetatii Square in order to highlight the
archaeological remains unearthed between
2012 and 2013 - should raise the awareness
of the local authorities in regards to the fact
that what is recovered programmatically, with
methodological rigor, is not only for satisfying
some abstract scientific whim, turning into a
simple inventory item in some deposit, but it
can become an organic part of a set of symbols
of identity, it can mean a real cultural resource.

Oradea’s unique mediaeval cultural herit-
age is otherwise only partially acknowledged
by the local historiographical discourse, by the
cultural strategy, or by the city’s touristic mar-
keting, although it contains enough particular
elements, which could generate benefits and
additional values in touristic competitiveness
or the building of brands (age of one millen-
nium, bishopric centre from the 10" century,
one of the most important pilgrimage places in
the eastern part of Europe, an imposing Gothic
cathedral with an ambulatory, the burial place
of [Hungarian] kings Ladislaus I, Stephen II,
queens Beatrix OF LUXEMBOURG and Mary
OF ANJOU, and of Sigismund OF LUXEM-
BOURG, an influential and outstanding figure
of mediaeval European identity, the Proto-Re-

2006 incoace au produs rezultate consistente — publicate — in conditii de
lucru nu neapaérat prielnice.

Asemeni Timigoarei — sau Aradului, Lipovei, Lugojului, Caransebesu-
lui, Vargetului [VrSac, Serbia — ed. note], Seghedinului [Szeged, Ungaria],
Gyulei [Ungaria] — Oradea medievalad a disparut in urma ocupatiei oto-
mane si a restructurarilor urbane de la inceputul secolului al XVIII-lea,
soarta vestigiilor, conditiile investigarii acestora si sansele punerii lor in
valoare fiind oarecum similare. Exemplul cercetarilor intreprinse in Ti-
migoara — l-am putea evoca si pe cel al Baii Mari, unde municipalitatea,
intelegand ca acest lucru genereaza prestigiu orasului, si-a asumat modi-
ficarea proiectului initial de reabilitare a Pietei Cetatii, pentru a pune in
valoare vestigiile arheologice scoase la iveala intre 2012-2013 — ar trebui
sd vina in directia congtientizarii de cétre autoritétile locale ca ceea ce se
recupereazd programatic, cu rigoare metodologica, nu inseamna doar ro-
dul satisfacerii unui moft stiintific abstract, transformandu-se in obiect de
inventar sec al unor depozite, ci poate deveni parte organica dintr-un set
de simboluri identitare, poate constitui o reala resursa culturala.

Zestrea culturala medievala unica a oragului Oradea este de altfel doar
partial asumata de discursul istoriografic local, de strategia culturala sau
de marketingul turistic al oragului, desi include suficiente elemente parti-
culare, generatoare de beneficii si plusvalori in competitivitatea turistica
sau in constructia de branduri (vechime de un mileniu, centru episcopal
din secolul al X-lea, unul din cele mai importante locuri de pelerinaj din
estul Europei, impozanta catedrala gotica cu deambulatoriu, loc de veci
al regilor Ladislau I, Stefan al II-lea, al reginelor Beatrix DE LUXEMBURG
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B Fig. 4. Siturile arheologice din intravilanul orasului
B Figure 4. Archaeological sites inside the town

si Maria DE ANJOU, al lui Sigismund DE LUXEMBURG (figura influenta
si marcantd a identitatii europene medievale), ansamblul statuar proto-
renascentist realizat de fratii Martin si Gheorghe din Cluj-Napoca, unul
din primele centre ale Umanismului si Renasterii din afara Italiei, Tabu-
las Varadienses ale lui Georg PEUERBACH cu meridianul zero la Oradea
etc.). Nu este vorba insa doar de aceste aspecte exceptionale, legate strdns
de centrul episcopal inconjurat de cetate, ci si de realitatile din spatiul
extramuros.

Incercand sa evaluam gradul de urbanizare si pozitia ierarhica a Oradi-
ei in contextul retelei urbane a Bazinului Carpatic, constatam ca a existat
o perioada lunga in care orasul a avut sansa de a se ridica printre oragele
de varf si a deveni un vector de dezvoltare regional. Ea a durat cel putin
vreo doua secole, acoperind mare parte din Evul Mediu, a marcat ascensi-
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naissance group of statues carried out by broth-
ers Martin and George of Cluj-Napoca, one of
the first centres of Humanism and Renaissance
outside Italy, the Tabulas Varadienses of Georg
PEUERBACH with the prime meridian set in
Oradea, etc.). However, not only these excep-
tional aspects, linked closely to the bishopric
centre surrounded by the castle, are important,
but also the realities of the extramuros area.
Trying to assess the degree of urbanisation
and the hierarchical position of Oradea in the
context of the Carpathian Basin’s urban net-
work, we find that there was a long period in
which the town had a chance to rise among the
most important cities and to become a vector
of regional development. This period lasted for



at least a couple of centuries, covering much
of the Middle Ages, marking the continuous
rise of the town and its becoming a true civi-
tas, even if not in the strictly legal sense of the
term. This period, roughly between the years
1330 and 1556, meant a significant develop-
ment in commercial life, the accumulation of
privileges, the founding of institutions, guilds,
public forums, and establishments (schools,
hospitals, monasteries, customs, fairs), the
emergence of a segment of burghers, traders,
craftsmen, but also a large number of people
with degrees from European universities, and
at the same time, the crystallisation of a par-
ticularly vibrant cultural life, all of these being
important factors in the urbanisation process.

As a consequence of this development,
Oradea climbed to the top of the hierarchy of me-
diaeval towns, immediately below the free royal
towns and the privileged ones from the following
categories — Buda, Pest [Hungary], Zagreb [Croa-
tia], Bratislava, Kosice [Slovakia], Cluj, Brasov,
Sibiu [Romania], Szeged, Sopron [Hungary] —,
without benefiting from a genuine administrative
autonomy (all throughout this period, the town
was under the jurisdiction of the Roman Catholic
Bishopric and Chapter), surpassing however all
other bishopric towns of the kingdom, judging by
the criteria of centrality indices.

The mediaeval town was composed of
seven quarters: Szombathely Quarter (Forum

M Fig. 5. Situl arheologic orasul medieval Oradea si cartierele lui
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unea continud a urbei si devenirea intr-un adevarat civitas, chiar daca nu
si in acceptiunea strict juridica a termenului. Aceastd perioada, aproxima-
tiv intre anii 1330 si 1556, a insemnat dezvoltarea semnificativa a vietii
comerciale, acumularea unor privilegii, infiintarea unor institutii, bresle,
foruri publice si asezaminte (scoli, spitale, manastiri, vami, targuri), apa-
ritia unui segment al patriciatului, comerciantilor, mestesugarilor, dar gi a
unui numar mare de persoane cu studii incheiate la universitati europene,
totodata cristalizarea unei vieti culturale deosebit de efervescente, toate
elemente determinante in procesul de urbanizare.

In urma acestei evolutii, Oradea a ajuns in fruntea ierarhiei oraselor
medievale, imediat dupa oragele libere regale si cele de prim rang din ca-
tegoriile urmatoare — Buda, Pesta [Ungaria], Zagreb [Croatia], Bratislava,
Kosice [Slovacia], Cluj-Napoca, Brasov, Sibiu [Roméania], Seghedin, So-
pron [Ungaria] —, fara sa beneficieze de o autonomie administrativa reala
(oragul se afla in toata aceasta perioada sub jurisdictia episcopiei romano-
catolice si a capitalului), surclasand insa toate celelalte orase episcopale
ale regatului, judecdnd pe baza criteriilor indicilor de centralitate.

Oragul medieval a fost compus din gapte cartiere: cartierul Szombathely
(Forum Sabattho/Targul de sdmbata), la vest de Parcul 1 Decembrie, intre
str. Independentei si str. T. Mosoiu, cartierul Péntekhely (Targul de vineri),
intre cetate gi limita vestica a Parcului 1 Decembrie, la nord de pariul Peta,
Olosigul (Olaszi/villa Latinorum), fondat de colonisti latini, pe malul drept
al Crigului Repede, intre Parcul I. C. Bratianu si str. Republicii, respectiv
str. B. Delavrancea gi Bd. Magheru, cartierul Velenta (Velence), la est de
cetate, intre Crisul Repede si str. Muntele Gaina, cartierul Gradina cerbilor

M Figure 5. The archaeological site of the mediaeval town of Oradea and its quarters
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W Fig. 6. Fundatiile bisericii si mdndstirii conventuale, 1989
W Figure 6. The foundations of the conventual church and monastery, 1989

(Vadkert/Hortus cervorum), la sud de cetate si cartierul Sf. Petru (Szentpéter/
Sanctus Petrus), la nord-est de Bd. Magheru, sub dealul Ciuperca. Locali-
zarea altor trei entitati (cartiere?), Insula (1318), Villa Nova (1285) si Villa
Hidkedzszedleds (1374) este nesigura.

Pe teritoriul oragului au existat nu mai putin de noua biserici parohiale
(Sf. Spirit — 1317; Sf. Cruce — 1332; Sf. Martin — 1332; Sf. Iacob — 1332;
Sf. Mihai - 1426; ,de Bon” — 1332; Toti Sfintii — secolul al XIII-lea; Sf.
Egidiu — 1335; Sf. Petru — 1317) si sase manastiri mendicante: franciscana
conventuala Sf. Francisc (1298), franciscana observanta Sf. Spirit (1490),
dominicana Toti Sfintii (1490), augustiniana Sf. Nicolae (1339), a surorilor
clarise Sf. Ana (1342), precum si claustrul beghinelor (1318). In apropie-
rea oragului medieval au mai functionat alte trei manastiri, ale caror loca-
tii au fost inglobate ulterior in intravilan: cea premonstratensa Sf. Stefan
protomartirul, pe Dealul Promontor, intre str. Piatra Craiului si str. Canto-
nului, cea paulina Sf. Fecioard, de sub Dealul Nadas, 1anga izvorul Csurgo,
si cea paulina Sf. Ieronim, de sub Dealul Omlas. Dispunem de asemenea
de informatii privind existenta a trei spitale: spitalele Sf. Elisabeta (1426)
si Sf. Spirit (1440), respectiv Domus Leprosorum (1340).

Bagajul de cunostinte directe, disponibile astazi despre fondul con-
struit, geografia istoricd si realitatile topografice ale Oradiei medievale
este destul de modest. Analiza comparativa a stampelor, respectiv a surse-
lor cartografice din intervalul 1690-1693 ne ofera doar cateva repere certe,
dar si dificultatea interpretarii multiplelor situatii topografice divergente.
Normele recomandate de Comisia Internationala de Istorie a Oraselor pen-
tru cercetarile topografiei urbane si intocmirea atlaselor oraselor istorice
impun realizarea unor sinteze, care pot avea sanse de reusitd doar ba-
zandu-se pe cercetari arheologice sistematice si prelucrari monografice pe
diferitele segmente de spatiu si timp ale habitatului, vizdnd configuratia
si dezvoltarea retelei stradale, morfologia parcelara, formarea suburbiilor,
aspectele cladirilor publice, ecleziastice sau de locuit.

Deocamdatd, singurul spatiu in dreptul ciruia pot fi jalonate rezultate
relevante este interiorul cetatii bastionare renascentiste tarzii. in afara de
descoperirea intamplatoare, in 1755, a unei parti din inventarul funerar
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Sabattho/Saturday Fair), west of 1 Decembrie
Park, between Independentei and T. Mogoiu
Streets; Péntekhely Quarter (Friday Fair), be-
tween the castle and the western limit of 1
Decembrie Park, north of Peta Stream; Olosig
(Olaszi/villa Latinorum), founded by Latin set-
tlers on the right bank of Crisul Repede River,
between 1. C. Bratianu Park and Republicii St.,
respectively B. Delavrancea St. and Magheru
Bd; Velenta Quarter (Venice), east of the castle,
between the Crisul Repede River and Muntele
Gaina St.; Gradina cerbilor Quarter (Vadkert/
Hortus cervorum), south of the castle; and St.
Peter’s Quarter (Szentpéteri/Sanctus Petrus),
north-east from Magheru Bd, under Ciuperca
Hill. The location of the other three entities
(quarters?), Insula (1318), Villa Nova (1285)
and Villa Hidkeozszedleos (1374), is uncertain.

Throughout the town there were no less
than nine parish churches (Holy Spirit — 1317;
Holy Cross — 1332; St. Martin’s — 1332; St.
James’ — 1332; St. Michael’s — 1426; “de Bon”
— 1332; All Saints’ — 13" century; St. Giles’ —
1335; St. Peter’'s — 1317) and six Mendicant
monasteries: St. Francis conventual Francis-
can monastery (1298), the Holy Spirit obser-
vant Franciscan monastery (1490), All Saints
Dominican monastery (1490), St. Nicholas
Augustinian monastery (1339), the St. Anna
monastery of the Poor Clares (1342), and the
Beguines’ cloister (1318). Near the mediaeval
town, three other monasteries had functioned,
the locations of which were later incorporated
in the town: the Premonstratensian monastery
of St. Stephen Protomartyr on the Promontor
Hill, between Craiului and Cantonului Streets,
the St. Mary Pauline monastery beneath the
Nadas Hill, next the Csurgo Spring, and the St.
Jerome Pauline monastery, under Omlas Hill.
We also have information on the existence of
three hospitals: St. Elizabeth (1426) and Holy
Spirit (1440), and Domus Leprosorum (1340).

The quantity of direct knowledge avail-
able today about the built stock, the historical
geography, and the topographical realities of
mediaeval Oradea is quite modest. The com-
parative analysis of prints and cartographic
sources from between 1690 and 1693 gives us
but a few certain landmarks, accompanied by
the difficulties in interpreting the multiple and
divergent topographic situations. The norms
recommended by the International Commis-
sion for the History of Towns for the research of
urban topography and for preparing the atlases
of historic towns require the development of
syntheses that can only be achieved by relying
on systematic archaeological researches and
monographic processing on various segments
of space and time regarding the habitat, aimed
at the configuration and development of the
road networks, the plot morphology, the for-
mation of suburbs, aspects regarding public,
ecclesiastical, or residential buildings.

Thus far the only space related to which
relevant results can be shown is inside the
late Renaissance fortress strengthened with
bastions. Apart from the accidental discovery
in 1755 of a part of the funerary inventory of
Emperor Sigismund OF LUXEMBROURG,
two researches from the pioneering age of
modern archaeology — in 1881-1883 and
1911-1912 — were aimed at the princely pal-
ace, and produced, with all inherent gaps,



the uncovering of about two thirds of the Ro-
man Catholic cathedral’s foundations, pro-
viding a large number of stones, tombstones,
and a fresco fragment in trecento style. The
only systematic research, conducted in 1991-
1998 under the supervision of Adrian Andrei
RUSU, was meant to reveal the foundations of
the bishopric palace, its merit being the publi-
cation of the results in a monographic volume
in 2002 (doubled by another volume on same
subject in 2013 by Doru MARTA). After a few
test trenches, the investigations were resumed
in 2007 and 2009, serving in particular the
compulsory geotechnical studies and techni-
cal surveys, which were required for drafting
the conservation designs for the princely pal-
ace and the buildings raised by the Austrian
administration in the 18" century, and which
have identified several elements of the bish-
opric palace. The research of the Truncated
Bastion led in 2009 to the partial unveiling of
the basement of the only mediaeval building
outside the castle, at least as known until now.

In order to determine the old castle’s pe-
rimeter, even approximately, and in order for
the route of the curtain walls to be marked in
the pavement, after the implementation’s com-
mencement, the completion of the research was
imposed — although with sufficient difficulty.
The routes of the hundreds of metres long utili-
ty networks were dug with minimal supervision
and documentation, and archaeology seemed
to have become an occupation tolerated with
increasing difficulty within the bustle of the
conservation site. Unforeseen situations, such
as the interventions to strengthen the founda-
tions of buildings, have led to the extension of
the excavations even to the basement of the
princely palace, thus between 2011 and 2014
the remains of the cathedral’s western portion,
respectively of the smaller St. Mary’s church
(ecclesia Beata Maria Virgo minor), certified in

B Foto 1. Sdpdturile arheologice de pe
str. Miron Costin, 2009

B Photo 1. Archaeological excavations
on Miron Costin St., 2009
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al imparatului Sigismund DE LUXEMBURG, doua cercetari din perioada
pionieratului arheologiei moderne — din 1881-1883 si 1911-1912 — au vi-
zat curtea palatului princiar si au avut darul, cu toate lacunele inerente,
de a dezveli circa doua treimi din fundatiile catedralei romano-catolice,
furnizand un mare numar de piese de lapidar, monumente funerare si
un fragment de fresca trecentina. Singura cercetare sistematica, derulata
intre 1991-1998, sub conducerea lui Adrian Andrei RUSU, a avut rolul de
a scoate la iveala fundatiile palatului episcopal si meritul publicarii re-
zultatelor intr-un volum monografic in 2002 (dublat de un alt volum, din
2013, pe acelasi subiect, al lui Doru MARTA). Dupa alte citeva sondaje
punctuale, cercetarile au fost reluate in 2007 si 2009, deservind in special
studiile geotehnice si expertizele tehnice obligatorii, necesare intocmirii
proiectelor de reabilitare a palatului princiar si a cladirilor ridicate de
administratia austriaca in secolul al XVIII-lea, ele identificAnd mai mul-
te elemente ale cetatii episcopale. Cercetarea bastionului Ciunt a dus, in
2009, la dezvelirea partiala a pivnitei singurei cladiri medievale din afara
cetatii cunoscute pana acum.

Pentru ca perimetrul vechii cetati sa poata fi determinat méacar cu apro-
ximatie, iar traseul zidurilor de incinta sd poata fi marcat in stereotomia
pavajului, dupa demararea lucrarilor de executie s-a impus — cu destula
greutate — completarea cercetarii. Traseele retelelor de utilitati, lungi de sute
de metri, au fost sdpate cu minima supraveghere si documentare, iar arhe-
ologia pdrea sa fi devenit o indeletnicire din ce in ce mai greu tolerata in
forfota santierului de restaurare. Situatii neprevazute, precum si interven-
tiile de consolidare a fundatiilor cladirilor au dus la extinderea sapaturilor
si la subsolul palatului princiar. Astfel, intre 2011-2014, au iesgit la lumina
vestigiile portiunii vestice a catedralei, respectiv ale bisericii mai mici Sf,
Maria (ecclesia Beata Maria Virgo minor), atestata in 1320. Ultima campanie
de cercetari, din 2015, a vizat sondarea fundatiilor catedralei in curtea inte-
rioard a palatului princiar, pentru a furniza informatiile necesare verificarii
planimetriei acestuia, insa si acestea au fost sistate in martie 2016. Astfel,
ideea unui ,,parc arheologic” viu, integrat in circuitul turistic al cetatii a fost
abandonatd, ramanandu-ne asgteptarea unor conjuncturi mai favorabile.

Revenind la oragul medieval, pierderea fara urma nu doar a fondului
construit, dar gi a tesutului urban face ca orice demers reconstructiv sa

B Foto 2. Vestigiile arheologice ale mdndstirii pauline din Oncea, 2013
B Photo 2. The archaeological finds of the Pauline monastery in Oncea, 2013

Z016/2 17



= OVERVIEW
= RAPORT
= JELENTES

Tmmsywnnm Nostra

reclame aportul indispensabil al arheologiei. Fara ea nu vor prinde contur
amprente palpabile ale urbei medievale.

Dintre lacasele de cult ale orasului doar doué au fost identificate, am-
bele in cartierul Velenta: fundatiile bisericii si manastirii franciscanilor
conventuali au fost depistate in 1989 pe locul noului spital de maternitate
de pe str. Martisorului, iar o alta biserica — probabil cea a clariselor — a fost
descoperita cu ocazia lucrarilor edilitare de pe str. Miron Costin din 2008.
Lista a fost completata cu inca doud manastiri din afara orasului medieval
— cea premonstratensa de pe str. Cantonului, cercetatd in 2009, si cea pau-
lind din Oncea, sondata in 2013 —, insa sectiunile arheologice au surprins
in ambele cazuri doar fragmente mici de fundatii si cateva morminte, iar
aria investigatiilor nu a fost largita, asa cum s-ar fi impus in mod normal.
Necropole medievale au fost localizate pe locul fostului ravelin din fata
cetatii, in zona intersectiei Bd. Magheru si a str. G. Enescu, dar mai multe
morminte au fost semnalate si la cele doua capete ale str. V. Alecsandri.
Cele vestice au iesit la iveala recent, cu ocazia reabilitarii Pietei Unirii.

Lucrérile, secondate de modernizarea retelelor edilitare — ca de altfel si
cele desfasurate pe str. Independentei sau str. Alecsandri — ar fi constituit
ocazii bune pentru a clarifica cateva aspecte ale topografiei si intinde-
rea inspre vest a oragului (a cartierului Szombathely/Targul de sambata),
cu atat mai mult cu cat cuptoare medievale de ars ceramica cu un bogat
inventar au fost recuperate la inceputul anilor 1990 langa Biserica Sf. La-
dislau, pe o arie cuprinsa in proiectul mentionat, insa din pacate toate
suprafetele in cauza au fost decapate gi brazdate de santuri ale conducte-
lor de utilitati fara sa fie sapata macar o singura sectiune arheologica. Va-
rianta cercetarii preventive nici nu s-a pus, iar supravegherea a constat in
urmarirea cvasi-pasiva, ,aeriana”, ,,din mers” a santierului gi recoltarea in
mod nediferentiat a catorva pungi de ceramica si oseminte. in asemenea
conditii contractuale si administrative este inutil a se mai evoca reguli de
etica profesionala si metodologie, daramite chestiuni de interpretare sau
contextualizare a unor complexe sau stratigrafii.

Conditiile incapacitatii institutionale de a impune regulile domeniu-
lui, mediocritatea nivelului stiintific prin prisma caruia este abordata

B Foto 3. Fundatiile Bisericii Beata Maria Virgo

M Photo 3. The foundations of the Beata Maria

Virgo minor Church, 2015 tower of the cathedral in the castle
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B Foto 4. Fundatia turnului sud-vestic al catedralei
minor, 2015 din cetate

M Photo 4. The foundations of the south-western

1320, came to light. The latest research cam-
paign, from 2015, aimed at probing the founda-
tions of the cathedral in the princely palace’s in-
ner courtyard to provide the information need-
ed to verify its layout; however, even these were
stopped in March 2016. Thus the idea of a living
“archaeological park” integrated in the castle’s
tourist circuit was abandoned, and we are still
waiting for more favourable circumstances.

Returning to the mediaeval town, as a
consequence of the complete loss of not only
of the built stock, but also of the urban fabric,
any reconstructive attempt needs the indis-
pensable contribution of archaeology. With-
out it, the traces of the mediaeval town will
not take a palpable shape.

Only two of the town’s places of worship
were identified, both in Velenta Quarter: the
foundations of the church and monastery of
the conventual Franciscans were discovered
in 1989, on the site of the new maternity
hospital on Martisorului St., while another
church — probably that of the Poor Clares —
was discovered in 2008 during public works
on Miron Costin St. The list was completed
by two mediaeval monasteries outside the
mediaeval town — that of the Premonstrat-
ensians on Canton St., researched in 2009,
and the Pauline one from Oncea, where test
trenches were dug in 2013 -, however, in
both cases the archaeological sections have
revealed only small fragments of foundations
and several graves, and the area of investiga-
tions was not widened, as it would have nor-
mally been required. Mediaeval cemeteries
were located on the site of the former rave-
lin in front of the fortress, at the intersection
between Magheru Bd and G. Enescu St., but
many other tombs were also reported at the
two ends of the V. Alecsandri St. The western

B Foto 5. Fundatiile catedralei episcopale din
subsolul palatului princiar

B Photo 5. The foundations of the cathedral in
the basement of the princely palace
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B Fig. 7. Planul catedralei cercetate in 1881-1883

B Figure 7. Ground plan of the cathedral studied in 1881-1883

ones came to light recently when rehabilitat-
ing Unirii Square.

The works, helped by the modernisation
of the urban networks — as in fact those in
Independentei or Alecsandri Streets as well —
could have been good opportunities to clarify
some aspects of the topography and the west-
ern extent of the town (Szombathely/Saturday
Fair Quarter), the more so as mediaeval pottery
kilns with a rich inventory were recovered in
the early 1990s near St. Ladislaus’ Church, on
an area included in the mentioned project, but
unfortunately all the areas in question were
levelled and crossed by the ditches of the utili-
ties’ pipelines, without digging a single archae-
ological section. The version of preventive re-
search did not even come into question, and
the surveillance was reduced to quasi-passive
“aerial”, “on the go” observation of the site, as
well as collecting without distinction several
bags of pottery and bones. In such contractual
and administrative conditions evoking rules
of professional ethics and methodology is
useless, let alone issues of interpretation and
contextualization of ensembles or stratigraphy.

The institutional inability to impose the
domain’s rules, the mediocrity of the scien-
tific level in the light of which the topic of
recovering some historical segments of the
town is addressed, and the lack of interest
for compatibility between development and
the preservation of archaeological heritage in
the spirit of the Valetta Convention, seem to
delay the assertion of the need for archaeol-
ogy, in view of a more detailed knowledge of
the centuries significant for the identity of the
town on the banks of Crisul Repede River, de-
spite the fact that they could clarify, among
others, numerous uncertainties related to the
town’s topography, but also hidden connec-
tions with mediaeval Western Europe.

tema recuperdarii unor segmente de timp istorice ale oragului si lipsa in-
teresului pentru compatibilizarea dintre dezvoltare si prezervarea patri-
moniului arheologic in spiritul Conventiei de la La Valetta pare sa amane
afirmarea nevoilor arheologiei pentru o cunoastere mai temeinica a unor
secole semnificative pentru identitatea urbei de pe malurile Crisului Re-
pede, in ciuda faptului ca ele ar putea dezlega, printre altele, numeroasele
incertitudini legate de topografia orasului, dar si conexiuni ascunse cu
occidentul european medieval.
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Arheologia urbana transilvaneana
si descoperirile medievale ale ultimelor decenii

Transylvanian Urban Archaeology
and the Mediaeval Discoveries of the Last Decades

B Rezumat: Lucrarea de fatd reprezintd o scurta incur-
siune in istoriografia cercetdrii arheologice urban-tran-
silvanene, urmarind in special descoperirile medievale
rezultate in urma acestei cercetari. Demersul porneste
de la prezentarea sumard a cercetarii arheologice ur-
bane romdanegti si a periodicelor care au inclus frecvent
rezultatele ei si continud cu trecerea in revistd a prin-
cipalelor cercetari din oragele transilvanene. Lucrarea
se incheie cu prezentarea problemelor specifice acestei
cercetari.

B Cuvinte cheie: arheologie urbana, arheologie medie-
vala, istoria oraselor, Transilvania

B Arheologia urbana in general, cea transilvaneana
in special, este o subramura relativ noua a arheologiei
medievistice. In acest context, termenul urban se re-
fera att la cercetarea unor agezari care au fost orage
la un moment dat, cat gi la cercetarile desfagurate in
oragele zilelor noastre (SZENDE 1998, 115). Cele doua
sensuri nu se suprapun neaparat si nici nu ar putea,
dacad luam in considerare faptul cd numarul oraselor
de astazi este cu mult mai mare decat numarul celor
din oricare din perioadele istorice precedente. Este
de notat totusi cad foarte multe dintre orasele medie-
vale transilvanene s-au transformat in orase contem-
porane, cazul invers, al decaderii unor centre urbane,
eventual panad la disparitia totald, fiind rar in Europa —
Staré Myto in Cehia (SIGL 1986; KLAPSTE 2012, 422),
Miinster in Germania (UNTERMANN 1997, 361) — si
strain Transilvaniei medievale.

Abordarea teoreticd a arheologiei urbane din Transil-
vania nu este un subiect nou. Referinte la aceasta tema
gasim incluse in articole de data relativ recenta ale

1 Arheolog, dr., curator la Muzeul National Brukenthal, Sibiu,
Romania.
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B Abstract: The following paper is a short presentation
of the archaeological urban research from Transylvania
(Romania), with a special attention for the mediaeval
discoveries resulted from such researches. In the econ-
omy of the paper, the brief description of Romanian ur-
ban archaeology and of those journals, which frequently
included surveys of such researches is followed by a re-
view of the main researches of the Transylvanian towns.
At its end the paper follows the specific problems of ur-
ban archaeology in Transylvania.

B Keywords: urban archaeology, mediaeval archaeology,
history of towns, Transylvania

B Urban archaeology in general, the one in Transylvania
in particular, is a relatively new branch of mediaeval ar-
chaeology. In this context, the term urban refers both to
the study of settlements that were towns at a certain point,
as well as to the research carried out in the present day
towns (SZENDE 1998, 115). The two meanings are not
necessarily overlapping and they would not be able to, if
we take into account the fact that the number of towns
and cities today is much greater than their number in any
of the preceding historical periods. It is still noteworthy
that many of the mediaeval Transylvanian towns have
transformed into contemporary ones, the reverse case,
i.e. of the downfall of urban centres, possibly to total dis-
appearance, is rare in Europe — Staré Myto in the Czech
Republic (SIGL 1986; KLAPSTE 2012, 422), Miinster in
Germany (UNTERMANN 1997, 361) — and foreign to me-
diaeval Transylvania.

The theoretical approach of urban archaeology in
Transylvania is not a new subject. References to this
subject are found included in relatively recent arti-

1 Archaeologist, PhD, curator at the Brukenthal National Museum,
Sibiu, Romania.



cles of archaeologists with a long field experience,
such as Oana DAMIAN’s article in the volume Rapport
sur la situation de I'archéologie urbaine en Europe
(DAMIAN et al. 1999) or that of Zeno Karl PINTER en-
titled Campania 2008 pulished in the volume Cronica
Cercetarilor Arheologice din Roméania (CCA) (2009).

The archaeological knowledge of towns and cities
in Romania presents in general difficulties posed by the
summarised publication of materials, some of them still
waiting in museums and universities for a more detailed
and complete approach. On the other hand, the concerns
in the field are relatively recent, as urban archaeology,
like the mediaeval one, is still searching for its place in
Romanian archaeology. By historical regions, different
concerns for different chronological sequences of the
Middle Ages can be identified, depending on specific his-
torical conditions. In Dobrogea, the Byzantine fortresses on
the Danube (Capidava, Dinogetia, Noviodunum, Aegyssus,
Pacuiul lui Soare, and Nufaru) have been the favourite
object of mediaevalist archaeological concerns (DAMIAN
et al. 1999, 177). In the area outside of the Carpathian
Mountains, towns such as Campulung Muscel, Curtea
de Arges, Targoviste, Suceava, Baia, Siret, Iasi, RAmnicu
Valcea, Pitesti, considered urban settlements from the 14™
century, were studied both archaeologically and based on
written sources (DAMIAN et al. 1999, 177). Within the
Carpathian arch, several settlements (Alba Iulia, Sebes,
Cluj-Napoca, Sibiu), some considered towns since the 13"
century, were studied sporadically. A lot of the results of
these researches were published as reports in the jour-
nals Materiale si Cercetari Arheologice [Archaeological
Materials and Research] and Cronica Cercetarilor
Arheologice din Romania [Chronicle of the Archaeological
Excavations in Romania], as articles/studies in Studii
si Cercetari de Istorie Veche gi Arheologie [Studies and
Researches on Ancient History and Archaeology], in the
recent Arheologia Medievala [Mediaeval Archaeology],
in several regional speciality periodicals, but also in indi-
vidual volumes and monographs. A part of these materi-
als have recently found their place in the Historia Urbana
journal (from 1993) and in the Atlasul istoric al oragelor
din Romdnia [Historical Atlas of Towns in Romania], pub-
lished under the aegis of the Commission for the History
of Towns in Romania of the Romanian Academy.

Among the archaeological excavations in Romania,
some of the most extensive, both temporally and spa-
tially, archaeological excavations are undoubtedly those
carried out in Alba Iulia, which began in the 19" cen-
tury and have continued with small exceptions until to-
day (MOGA & CIUGUDEAN 1995, 29; RUSU 1994). The
materials from here are dated along several historical
periods, those from the mediaeval period coming most-
ly from the Bishopric Palace, but also from the Statia
de Salvare — Stadion area. This resulted in numerous
excavation reports (DRAGOTA & BRANDA 2000, 10;
DRAGOTA et al. 2002, 228; DRAMBAREAN, RODEAN
& GLIGOR 1998, 3; HEITEL 1983, 446; 1985, 215-232;
1986, 233-248; MARCU ISTRATE & ISTRATE 2003, 33),
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unor arheologi cu indelunga experienta de teren, cum
sunt articolul Oanei DAMIAN din volumul Rapport sur
la situation de I'archéologie urbaine en Europe (1999)
sau cel al lui Zeno Karl PINTER intitulat Campania
2008 din volumul Cronica Cercetarilor Arheologice din
Romania (CCA) (2009).

Cunoasgterea arheologica a oragelor din Roménia in
general prezinta unele dificultati ridicate de publicarea
doar rezumativa a materialelor, unele asteptand si in
prezent in muzee si universitati abordari mai amanun-
tite si complete. Pe de alta parte, preocuparile in dome-
niu sunt de data relativ recenta, arheologia urbana, ca
si cea medievala, cautdndu-si inca locul in arheologia
romAaneasca. Pe regiuni istorice, se pot identifica preo-
cupari diferite pentru diferite secvente cronologice ale
Evului Mediu, in functie de conditiile istorice specifice.
In Dobrogea, cetitile bizantine de pe Dunire (Capidava,
Dinogetia, Noviodunum, Aegyssus, Pacuiul lui Soare,
Nufaru) au facut obiectul predilect al preocuparilor
arheologice medievistice (DAMIAN et al. 1999, 177).
In spatiul extracarpatic, localitati precum Campulung
Muscel, Curtea de Arges, Targovigte, Suceava, Baia,
Siret, Iasi, Raimnicu Valcea, Pitesti, considerate asezari
urbane din secolul al XIV-lea, au fost studiate arheolo-
gic si documentar (DAMIAN et al. 1999, 177). In inte-
riorul arcului carpatic mai multe localitati (Alba Iulia,
Sebes, Cluj-Napoca, Sibiu), unele considerate orase
inca din secolul al XIII-lea, au fost cercetate sporadic.
Multe dintre rezultatele acestor cercetari au fost pu-
blicate ca rapoarte in revistele Materiale si Cercetari
Arheologice si Cronica Cercetarilor Arheologice, ca ar-
ticole/studii in Studii si Cercetari de Istorie Veche si
Arheologie, in recenta Arheologia Medievala, in unele
periodice de specialitate regionale, dar si in volume
individuale si monografii. O parte din aceste materi-
ale gi-au gasit recent locul in revista Historia Urbana
(din 1993) si in Atlasul istoric al oraselor din Romania,
aparut sub egida Comisiei de Istorie a Oragelor din
Romania, de pe langa Academia Romana.

Intre cercetarile arheologice din Transilvania, une-
le dintre cele mai extinse, temporal si spatial, sapaturi
arheologice urbane sunt fara indoiald cele de la Alba
Iulia, care au inceput la sfargitul secolului al XIX-lea
si au continuat cu mici exceptii pana astazi (MOGA &
CIUGUDEAN 1995, 29; RUSU 1994). Materialele de
aici se intind ca datare de-a lungul mai multor peri-
oade istorice, cele din perioada medievala provenind
in mare parte din zona Palatului Episcopal, dar si din
zona Statia de Salvare — Stadion. Au rezultat nume-
roase rapoarte de sipaturda (DRAGOTA & BRANDA
2000, 10; DRAGOTA et al. 2002, 228; DRAMBAREAN,
RODEAN & GLIGOR 1998, 3; HEITEL 1983, 446; 1985,
215-232; 1986, 233-248; MARCU ISTRATE & ISTRATE
2003, 33), cataloage (CIUGUDEAN 1996; CIUGUDEAN
& DRAGOTA 2002) si lucrari, care fie au ca obiect
materiale arheologice (DRAGOTA & BRANDA 1999),
fie fac apel la acestea ca argument (DRAGOTA 2005;
HEITEL 1983; MARCU ISTRATE & ISTRATE 2005).
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La Sebes, descoperirilor de preistorie si epoca clasica li
s-au adaugat, in urma unui sondaj, materiale arheologi-
ce legate de biserica in stil romanic si de cimitirul din
a doua jumatate a secolului al XII-lea, din jurul biseri-
cii evanghelice (HEITEL 1964; MOGA & CIUGUDEAN
1995, 170). Ca si la Alba Iulia, la Cluj-Napoca prezenta
materialelor arheologice romane a determinat si cer-
cetarea asezarii medievale de deasupra (CRISAN et
al. 1992, 118). La Oradea, sapaturile incepute inca din
anii 90 in zona palatului episcopal au fost publicate
in 2002, intr-o monografie riguros intocmitd (RUSU
et al. 2002). Probabil cd una dintre cele mai complexe
cercetdri arheologice urbane din Roméania, partial pu-
blicata, a avut loc in zona cetatii din Oragtie, in anii
’90. Acolo a fost descoperit un edificiu de tip roton-
da, al doilea de acest fel cunoscut la vremea respectiva
(PINTER 2003, 263). La Sibiu, exceptdnd cateva ob-
servatii ocazionale de la inceputul secolului al XX-lea
(KIMAKOWICZ 1910, 251; KIMAKOWICZ 1913, 379-
380), cercetarile au inceput relativ tarziu. Descoperirile
pot fi grupate pe doua perioade istorice: preistorie (cul-
turile Cotofeni gi Wietemberg) si medievale (LUCA,
PINTER & GEORGESCU 2003, 31). Cercetarilor spora-
dice din ultimele decenii (MUNTEANU BESLIU 1998;
MUNTEANU BESLIU, RODEAN & GEORGESCU 2000,
471; MUNTEANU BESLIU 2001; 2008) li s-au adaugat
cercetarile extensive din zona centrala a oragului din
anii 2004-2007 (ISTRATE 2007; MARCU ISTRATE,
ISTRATE & MORARU 2007; MARCU ISTRATE 2007a;
2007b; URDUZIA & PINTER 2008). Cercetarile din
Piata Huet, din jurul bisericii evanghelice, au marcat
cateva recorduri in arheologia urband romaéaneasca,
printre care si ampla cercetare a unui cimitir orage-
nesc, cel mai mare cimitir medieval cercetat vreoda-
td in Romania. Au fost cercetate 1833 morminte, dar
numarul total al celor inhumati in jurul bisericii a
fost estimat la 5000, la care se adauga cei reinhumati
in osuarele din jurul bisericii. Recenta publicare am-
pla a rezultatelor cercetérii de aici (MARCU ISTRATE,
CONSTANTINESCU & SOFICARU 2015) adauga, cre-
dem noi, alte recorduri pentru arheologia roméaneasca,
incepand in primul rind cu extinsa analiza antropo-
logica, care are la baza 615 morminte, aproximativ o
treime din totalul celor scoase la lumina in cursul cer-
cetarii din anul 2005.

Dintre orasele medievale cercetate pana in prezent,
sunt putine cele care beneficiazd de o centralizare si
o publicare completd a rezultatelor (o monografie ar-
heologica). Iar cand ele existda, se opresc cronologic
exact acolo unde incepe urbanitatea (BALTAG 2000;
BACUET-CRISAN & BACUET-CRISAN 2003).

Cercetarilor mai sus mentionate li se adauga alte-
le de mai mica sau mai mare anvergura, ca cele de la
Fagidras (LUKACS 1999; MARCU ISTRATE, IZDRAILA
& SCHIOPU 2012, 211), Turda (PASCU & PETROV
2001, 257), Arad (BARBU & ZDROBA 1979), Sfantu
Gheorghe (SZEKELY 1959), Caransebeg, Mediag (LUCA,
PINTER & GEORGESCU 2003), Deva.
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cataloage (CTIUGUDEAN 1996; CIUGUDEAN & DRAGOTA
2002), catalogues (CIUGUDEAN 1996; CIUGUDEAN &
DRAGOTA 2002), and papers, which either have as sub-
ject archaeological materials (DRAGOTA & BRANDA
1999), or call on them as arguments (DRAGOTA 2005;
HEITEL 1983; MARCU ISTRATE & ISTRATE 2005).
In Sebeg, following a survey, archaeological materials
related to the Romanesque church and the cemetery
around the Lutheran church, from the second half of
the 12" century, were added to the discoveries from the
prehistoric and classical periods (HEITEL 1964; MOGA
& CIUGUDEAN 1995, 170). Similarly to Alba Iulia, in
Cluj-Napoca the presence of Roman archaeological ma-
terials has determined the study of the mediaeval settle-
ment above it (CRISAN et al. 1992, 118). In Oradea, the
excavations started even in the '90s in the area of the
Bishopric Palace were published in 2002, in a rigorously
developed monograph (RUSU et al. 2002). Probably one
of the most complex urban archaeological researches
in Romania, partially published, was carried out in the
area of the fortification in Orastie, in the '90s. A rotun-
da-type edifice was discovered there, the second of its
kind known at the time (PINTER 2003, 263). In Sibiu,
with the exception of several occasional observations
from the beginning of the 20" century (KIMAKOWICZ
1910, 251; KIMAKOWICZ 1913, 379-380), research
started relatively late. The discoveries can be grouped
into two historical periods: prehistory (Cotofeni and
Wietemberg cultures) and mediaeval (LUCA, PINTER &
GEORGESCU 2003, 31). The extensive research in the
central area of the town in 2004-2007 (ISTRATE 2007;
MARCU ISTRATE, ISTRATE & MORARU 2007; MARCU
ISTRATE 2007a; 2007b; URDUZIA & PINTER 2008)
was added to the sporadic research of the last decades
(MUNTEANU BESLIU 1998; MUNTEANU BESLIU,
RODEAN & GEORGESCU 2000, 471; MUNTEANU
BESLIU 2001; 2008). The researches in Huet Square,
around the Lutheran Church, marked several records in
Romanian urban archaeology, among which the extensive
research of a town cemetery, the largest mediaeval cem-
etery ever studied in Romania. 1833 graves were studied,
but the total number of those buried around the church
was estimated to be 5000, to which are added the ones
reburied in the ossuaries around the church. The recent
extensive publishing of the research results (MARCU
ISTRATE, CONSTANTINESCU & SOFICARU 2015) adds,
we believe, other new records for Romanian archaeology,
starting first with the extensive anthropological analysis,
based on 615 graves, approximately one third of the ones
brought to light during the research in 2005.

Of the mediaeval towns studied until now, there
are few that benefit from a centralisation and complete
publishing of the results (an archaeological mono-
graph). And when they exist, they stop chronologically
exactly where urbanity starts (BALTAG 2000; BACUET-
CRISAN & BACUET-CRISAN 2003).

To the above-mentioned studies are added others on
a smaller or larger scale, such as the ones in Fagarag



(LUKACS 1999; MARCU ISTRATE, IZDRAILA &
SCHIOPU 2012, 211), Turda (PASCU & PETROV 2001,
257), Arad (BARBU & ZDROBA 1979), Sfantu Gheorghe
(SZEKELY 1959), Caransebesg, Medias (LUCA, PINTER
& GEORGESCU 2003), and Deva.

The current legislation (Valetta Convention on the
Protection of the Archaeological Heritage adopted by
Romania in 1997, Law no. 422/2001 on the Protection of
Historic Buildings, etc.), which constrains all those who
dig or build in the protected area of a historic building to
have archaeological assistance, has led among others to
the considerable multiplication, especially after the turn
of the millennium, of research in the old towns.

Archaeological research in Transylvanian mediae-
val towns is confronted in this area with some general
issues of European urban archaeology, but also with
some specific problems.

As in the entire Europe, Transylvanian archaeo-
logical research has generally focused on the dominat-
ing buildings of the settlements, mostly on churches,
where such researches have the greatest age. Moreover,
it can be noted that, in a repertoire that follows 13
Transylvanian towns? — Alba Iulia, Bistrita, Brasov,
Cisnadie, Cluj-Napoca, Deva, Mediag, Orastie, Sebes,
Sibiu, Sighisoara, Targu Mures, and Turda (see Table 1),

2 The full repertoire is part of the PhD thesis entitled Marturii
arheologice de civilizatie urbana transilvaneana (sec. XIII-XV)
(URDUZIA 2010).
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Actuala legislatie (Conventia La Valetta pentru pro-
tectia patrimoniului arheologic adoptata si de Roménia
in 1997, Legea 422/2001 privind protejarea monumen-
telor istorice, etc.), care obliga pe toti cei construiesc
sau sapa in zona de protectie a monumentelor sa bene-
ficieze de asistenta arheologica, a dus printre altele gi
la inmultirea considerabila, in special dupa trecerea in
noul mileniu, a cercetarilor din vechile orage.

Cercetarile arheologice din oragele medievale tran-
silvanene se confrunta pentru aceasta zona cu unele
probleme generale ale arheologiei urbane europene,
dar si cu unele probleme specifice.

Ca in intreaga Europa, cercetarea arheologica tran-
silvaneana s-a concentrat in general asupra cladirilor
dominante din asezari, mai ales asupra bisericilor,
unde astfel de cercetari au vechimea cea mai mare.
De altfel se poate constata cé, intr-un repertoriu ce ur-
mareste 13 orase Transilvanene? — Alba Iulia, Bistrita,
Brasov, Cisnadie, Cluj-Napoca, Deva, Mediag, Orastie,
Sebes, Sibiu, Sighisoara, Targu Mures, Turda (vezi
tabel 1), doar 4 nu au inregistrat cercetari la biserica
parohiald cea mai veche si chiar mai putine sunt cele
unde nu exista cercetari la nici un fel de monument de
cult (manastiri, capele) (vezi tabel 1 si fig. 1).

2 Repertoriul integral este parte a lucrarii de doctorat Marturii
arheologice de civilizatie urband transilvaneana (sec. XIII-XV)
(URDUZIA 2010).

W Tabel 1. Tabel cu repartizarea cercetdrilor si descoperirilor medievale urbane pe categorii de obiective
M Table 1. Table with the distribution of urban mediaeval researches and findings on categories of objectives

Constructii | Descoperiri Constructii
Denumirea Cetati si | Amenajari | Mobilier cu caracter . Alte
1 cesars cpo s I cu caracter | cu caracter < Locuinte .
ocalitatii fortificatii | edilitare urban relicios funerar mestesugaresc/ descoperiri
& comercial
Fortresses Buildings | Buildings Buildings
Name of and Urban Urban with with with crafts/ et | O
settlement St furnishing | furniture | religious | furnerary commercial &
character | character character
Alba Iulia X X X X X
Bistrita X X X X X X
Brasov X X X X X
Cisndadie X X
Cluj-Napoca X X X X X
Deva X X X
Medias X X X
Orastie X X X
Sebes X X X X X
Sibiu X X X X X X X X
Sighisoara X X X X X
Targu Mures X X X X X
Turda X X
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Cercetari de arheologie urbana pe categorii de obiective
Urban archaeology researches on cathegories of studied sites

E Cetati/fortificatii

Fortresses and fortifications

B Amenajari edilitare

Urban furnishings

E Mobilier urban

Urban furniture

m Constructii ecleziastice
Ecclesiastic buildings
m Cimitire

Cemeteries

Constructii
mestesugaresti/comerciale

Crafts/commercial buildings

W Fig. 1. Graficul cercetdrilor de arheologie urband pe categorii de obiective medievale

W Figure 1. Chart with the urban archaeology research on categories of mediaeval sites

De asemenea, in cuprinsul oragelor, un mare efort
s-a indreptat spre cercetarea fortificatiilor, fie ele ce-
tati sau ziduri de incinta. intre cele doua subcate-
gorii se remarca totusi studiile la cetati. Cercetarile
la incintele oragelor sunt de data relativ recenta si
inca nu au inregistrat rezultate notabile (vezi fig. 1),
in principal datorita suprafetelor mari acoperite de
tate.

De asemenea, puncte care au facut des obiectul
cercetarilor arheologice urbane au fost necropolele,
atat datorita caracterului lor senzational, cat si dato-
ritd legaturii stranse cu existenta si funct{ionarea mo-
numentelor de cult.

Interesul arheologilor s-a manifestat mai putin
pentru structuri mai complicate, dar al caror po-
tential pentru schitarea vietii urbane cotidiene este
mult mai mare (locuinte, amenajari edilitare). Si
aici, situatia a inceput sa se schimbe in ultimul dece-
niu, si datorita schimbarilor de legislatie, care obliga
contractarea asistentei de specialitate in zonele de
protectie ale monumentelor istorice si in zonele cu
patrimoniu arheologic reperat (Ordin nr. 2518/2007),
deci in mare si in perimetrele centrelor vechi ale ora-
selor. (vezi fig. 1)

Pe langa interesul manifestat pentru anumite ca-
tegorii de obiective, un interes mai mare pentru cer-
cetarea unor localitati a izvorét si din concentrarea
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only four have not registered researches on the old-
est parish church, while towns with no research on
religious historic buildings (monasteries, chapels) are
even fewer. (See Table 1 and Figure 1)

Also, within the cities, a great effort was directed
towards the research of fortifications, be it fortresses
or curtain walls. Between the two sub-categories, the
studies on fortresses are to be noted. Researches on
town enclosures are of a relatively recent date and
they are yet to register remarkable results (see Figure
1), mainly because of the large surfaces covered by
them and the limited economic and spatial resources.

Sites that have also often been the subject of ur-
ban archaeological research were the necropolises,
both due to their sensational character as well as to
their close link to the existence and functioning of
religious historic buildings.

The archaeologists’ interest was manifested less
for more complicated structures, but with a much
higher potential for sketching everyday urban life
(housing, urban utilities). Here also, the situation
began to change during the last decade, also due to
the changes in the legislation, which constrains to
contracting specialised assistance in areas with his-
toric building protection and in those with identified
archaeological heritage (Ordinance no. 2518/2007), so
broadly also in the perimeters of the towns’ old cen-
tres. (See Figure 1)



Besides the interest manifested for certain catego-
ries of sites, a greater interest in the research of cer-
tain settlements has sprung from the concentration of
a large number of specialists in the respective town.
The number of studies has also increased in direct
proportion with the number of public works and pro-
jects initiated on the towns’ territories. Thus, the situ-
ation was reached that the existence of a large num-
ber of studies or of extensive research in a town does
not necessarily reflect its mediaeval importance. (See
Figure 1) Thus, settlements like Bragov or Bistrita,
prosperous mediaeval towns, have fewer categories
of studied sites than, for example, Sebes, which was
much more modest in the Middle Ages. True, the
chart used in this paper compares the categories of
studied sites, not the number of studies, or their qual-
ity and results.

As mentioned above, in Transylvanian research
we encounter the same issues as the ones of general
European urban archaeology. The stratigraphies in
the towns are extremely complex and present many
sedimentation layers until the sterile soil (Alba Iulia,
Oragtie, Sibiu, and Sighisoara), to which sometimes
the stratigraphy of earlier periods, especially the
Roman one, are added (Alba TIulia, Cluj-Napoca).
Besides the great depths resulting from these stratig-
raphies — e.g. in Orastie, in the rotunda, for the lowest
intervention: -5.10 m (PINTER 2003, 268); in Sibiu, in
the Small Square, at the base of the foundation: -4.20
m (URDUZIA & PINTER 2007, 68) —, the archaeolo-
gist is often forced to work in confined spaces, which
can raise issues in data recording, understanding the
complexes, safety, etc.

Butalongwith the specific problems, Transylvanian
urban archaeology also has its valuable contributions.
To name only few, it led to the identification of sever-
al historic buildings that were very important for the
apparition and early evolution of several settlements.
For sites already known from documents and found
below the walking surface, archaeological research
has let to their exact location, in order to avoid their
destruction through future interventions and possibly
for a future recovery. In case of historic buildings that
are still standing, archaeology has helped to establish
the building stages and materials (see Medias, Orastie,
Sebes, Sibiu, and Sighisoara), for their conservation.

So far, archaeological research in Transylvanian
towns has led to the clarification of several aspects
of urban civilisation that were distorted and, in some
cases, exaggerated through documentary reports, or
have completed the documentary information in or-
der to paint a more realistic picture of the town before
the town today.

= OVERVIEW
= RAPORT
= JELENTES

T mnssylw&mw Nostra

unui numar mai mare de specialigti in respectiva
localitate. Numarul cercetarilor a crescut de aseme-
na direct proportional cu numaérul lucrarilor edi-
litare si proiectelor demarate pe teritoriul oragelor.
S-a ajuns astfel la situatia ca existenta unui numar
mare de cercetdri sau a unor cercetari de amploare
pe teritoriul unui oras sd nu reflecte neaparat im-
portanta lui medievala. Astfel, localitdti precum
Brasov sau Bistrita, prospere orase medievale, nu-
mara astdzi mai putine categorii de obiective cerce-
tate decat spre exemplu Sebes, mult mai modest in
Evul Mediu. Este adevarat, graficul (fig. 1) utilizat
in aceasta lucrare compara categoriile de obiective
cercetate gi nu numarul de cercetari sau calitatea si
rezultatele lor.

Cum mentionam mai sus, in cercetarile transil-
vanene intalnim aceleasi probleme ale arheologiei
urbane europene in general. Stratigrafiile in ora-
se sunt extrem de complexe si prezintda numeroase
straturi de depunere pana la solul viu (Alba Iulia,
Orastie, Sibiu, Sighigoara), la care se adauga uneori
si stratigrafia perioadelor anterioare, in special cea
romana (Alba Iulia, Cluj-Napoca). Pe langa adanci-
mile mari care rezulta din aceste stratigrafii — de ex.:
la Orastie, in rotonda, la cea mai joasa interventie:
-5,10 m (PINTER 2003, 268); la Sibiu, in Piata Mica
24, la talpa fundatiei: -4,10 m (URDUZIA & PINTER
2007, 68) —, arheologul este adesea constrans sa lu-
creze in spatii limitate, ceea ce poate ridica proble-
me de inregistrare a datelor, intelegerea complexe-
lor, siguranta etc.

Dar pe langa problemele specifice, arheologia ur-
bana transilvaneana are gi contributii valoroase. Ca
sd enumeram doar cAteva, ea a dus la identificarea
unor monumente foarte importante pentru aparitia
si evolutia timpurie a unor agezari. Pentru obiective
cunoscute deja din documente gi aflate sub nivelul
de cdlcare, cercetarea arheologica a dus la stabilirea
locului exact unde se afla, pentru evitarea distru-
gerii lor de interventii viitoare gi eventual pentru
valorificarea lor. in cazul monumentelor aflate inca
in picioare, arheologia a contribuit la stabilirea fa-
zelor si a identificat materialele de constructie (vezi
Medias, Orastie, Sebes, Sibiu, Sighisoara), pentru
restaurare.

Pana in prezent, cercetarile arheologice din ora-
sele transilvanene au dus la clarificarea unor aspecte
de civilizatie urbana cunoscute deformat si in une-
le cazuri exagerat din relatdri documentare sau au
completat informatia documentara pentru a reda un
tablou mai realist al oragului dinaintea oragului de
astazi.
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B Csaba SZABO'

Histories of Urban Archaeology
in Alba lulia (1916-2016)

W Abstract: In 1916, when Béla CSERNI, known also as Albert or Adalbert
CSERNI, founder of the first museum of Alba Iulia and father of urban ar-
chaeology in Transylvania died, he was one of the most well-known person-
alities of the discipline in the Danubian region. Due to his titanic work, the
Roman archaeological heritage of Alba Iulia became well known in Europe
and was cited by the most prominent scholars of the continent. Besides his
important contribution to the evolution of local museology, urban archaeol-
ogy, and ancient history, he was one of the first public archaeologists in the
region, writing hundreds of works for the greater public. Since his death,
both the Roman and mediaeval archaeological heritage of Alba Iulia in-
creased significantly and faced political, ideological, legal, and theoretical
changes. In this article the author will present the dynamics of urban ar-
chaeology in Alba Iulia, establishing the main periods and reflecting on the
relevant ideological and theoretical changes of the last one hundred years
of research, also highlighting some perspectives of future studies.

B Keywords: Alba Iulia, urban archaeology, Roman archaeology, Transyl-
vanian history, public archaeology

B The history of archaeology is a mirror of how modern memohistories
are created and how past is perceived in the present. It contributes to the
deep understanding of theoretical approaches, deviances, and internal

1 Archaeologist, PhD candidate at the University of Pécs, Hungary and Max Weber Kolleg
in Erfurt, Germany.
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B Photo 1. Excavation lead by Béla CSERNI, founder of urban archaeology in Transylvania, in
the Praetorium Consularis (SZABO 2016, 116, fig. 86).
W 1. kép: CSERNI Béla, az erdélyi vdrosi régészet alapitdja dltal vezetett régészeti dsatds a
Praetorium Consularis teriiletén (SZABO 2016, 116, fig. 86)
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A gyulafehérvari varosi
régészet torténetei
(1916-2016)

B Kivonat: Amikor CSERNI Béla, mas né-
ven CSERNI Albert vagy Adalbert, az elsé
gyulafehérvari mizeum alapitéja és az
erdélyi varosi régészet atyja elhunyt 1916-
ban, a dunai térség egyik legismertebb
szaktekintélynek tartottdk. Az ¢ titani mun-
kdssdganak készénhetden a gyulafehérvari
romai régészeti érokség Eurdpa-szerte is-
mertté valt, a kontinens legkivalébb kutatéi
hivatkoztak rd. A helyi muzeolégia, varosi
régészet és dkori torténelem tudomdnydgak
fejlédéséhez vald fontos hozzdjaruldsa mel-
lett, 6 volt a régié egyik elsé nyilvanos ré-
gésze, mivel élete sordn tébb szdz, a nagy-
kéziénségnek szant munkdt adott ki. Az el-
hunyta é6ta eltelt idészakban mind a romai,
mind a kozépkori gyulafehérvari régészeti
orokség jelentdsen gyarapodott, illetve poli-
tikai, ideoldgiai, jogi és elméleti valtozdsok-
kal szembestilt. Jelen cikkben bemutatjuk
a gyulafehérvari vdrosi régészet fejlédési
dinamikajat, az elmult szaz év ideologiai
és elméleti vdltozasok meghatdrozta kuta-
tas fébb korszakait, illetve ramutatunk né-
hany, a késébbi vizsgalatok szamdra fontos
kiindulépontra.

B Kulcsszavak: Gyulafehérvar, varosi régé-
szet, romai régészet, Erdély torténete, kozos-
ségi régészet

B A régészet torténete azt tikrozi, hogy
miként jonnek létre a kortars emlékezettor-
ténetek, és hogyan vélekediink a multr6l
a jelenben. Hozzdjarul a kutatas elméle-
ti megkozelitéseinek, eltévelyedéseinek és
belsé konfliktusainak alapos megértéséhez.
Kilongsen népszerti ez a humdan targyak
vonatkozasaban, ahol a politika, a filozoéfiai
aramlatok és a gyors titemben gyarapodé
Gj forrdsok és értelmezések befolydsa miatt
sokkal rapszodikusabb jellegli az elméleti
megkozelitések és moddszerek viltakoza-
sdnak dinamikdja. A régészet torténete(i)
mar 6nallé szakag(ak), amely(ek) az elmult
néhany évtizedben éridsi mennyiségt szak-
irodalmat eredményezett(tek) a globélis és
helyi kontextusban megnyilvanul6 altalanos
és egyedi jelenségekrdl. A kutatds édltalanos
néhéany alapveté6 mt mellett més szakagak
(vérosi régészet, kozosségi régészet) egyéni

1 Régész, doktorandusz a Pécsi Tudoményegye-
temen, Magyarorszag.



életrajzai és torténetei is megjelentek az el-
mult évtizedben, ezaltal 1étrejott a ,régészet
torténetei” Gj kifejezés, amely magét az egye-
temes vagy globélis régészet fogalmat kérdé-
jelezi meg, valamint a helyi vonatkozdsu tor-
téneti régészet keretei kozott 1étrejott gyors
véltozdsokra és a szakdg szubjektivitdsdra
teszi a hangsulyt.

CSERNI Béla, az erdélyi véarosi régészet
megalapitéja haldlanak 100. évfordulojara
méltdn emlékezik meg a szakma (1. kép).
Eletét és orokségét a kozelmultban foglal-
ta 0ssze egy monografia (SZABO 2016), és
helyezte a kozép-kelet-europai régészet tor-
ténetének szélesebb kontextusaba.? Habar
roppant hagyatéka egy sokkal részletesebb
és alaposabb elemzést igényelne, a fent
emlitett hozzdjarulasok megalapoztik azt
az atfogo kutatéast, amely majd elhelyezi a
romdniai régészet torténetét a kontinentalis
régészet torténetének(einek) tagabb kontex-
tusdba.® Ezt az ambiciézus célt nem lehet
elérni a helyi régészeti munkalatok torténe-
teinek atfogo jellegli tanulményai anélkil.
Jelen cikk célja nem az emlitett hidnyossag
pétlasa, hanem az, hogy bemutassa a gyu-
lafehérvari régészet torténeteinek néhany
fébb idészakat és valtozasait CSERNI hala-
1at6l napjainkig.

Sic transit gloria mundi: Gj utak
keresésében (1918-1938)

B CSERNI 1916. aprilisi halalat kovetéen a
muzeum és a Torténelmi, régészeti és termé-
szettudomanyi tarsulat kevesebb mint egy
évig miikodott. Az 1j igazgatét, LESTYAN
Jozsefet 1917. januar 14-én valasztottdk az
alapit6 utédjaként. Bar személyesen ismer-
te CSERNIt, valamint a tarsulat és a gyula-
fehérvari kulturélis élet aktiv tagja volt, az
Osztrak-Magyar Monarchia stlyos gazda-
sagi kortlményei, illetve a ,nagy héabord”
eseményei nem tették lehet6vé szamadra,
hogy CSERNI munkajét folytathassa. 1918
novemberében a muzeum leleteinek tobb-
ségét Budapestre szallitottak. Az 1920-as
trianoni békeszerzidést koveten az Gj ro-
man hat6sagok — Coriolan PETRAN veze-
tésével — hosszadalmas targyaldsokat foly-
tattak az anyag hazaszallitdsanak felétele-
irsl (MOGA&MARZA 1993, 440; lasd még
OPRIS 1981). Ennek koszonhetéen 1922.
szeptember 12-én az anyag egy része vissza-
keralt Gyulafehérvarra.*

2 ,Adalbert Cserni and his contemporaries. The
beginnings of urban archaeology in Alba Iulia
and beyond” Nemzetkozi Konferencia, Gyula-
fehérvar, 2016. aprilis 15-19. A konferencia
kiadvédnya remélhetbleg jovére jelenik meg:
SZABO et al. 2017.

3 Habéar szdmos Gj munka jelent meg a régészet
elméletének torténetér6l és a tudoményég
kiilonbozé tertileteirdl, egyikik sem kozolte
részletbemenden a forrasokat és nem helyezte
el a régié régészetét a tudoményég eurdpai tor-
ténetének kontextusédba. Hasonl6képpen, a ro-
man kutatok éltaldban elhanyagoljak magyar
és német forrdsokat valamint személyiségeket
(lasd ANGHELINU 2014; BORS 2014).

4 Ennek ellenére, a mai napig is tébb targy ma-
radt a budapesti Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum
kezelésében, valamint az aradi mizeumban,
ahol a régészeti anyagot ideiglenesen téroltédk
(lasd még SZABO, BOUNEGRU&SAVA 2014).
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conflicts within the research. It is particularly popular in humanities,
where theoretical approaches and methodologies show much more rhap-
sodic dynamics, influenced by politics, philosophical currents, and the
rapidly increasing new sources and interpretations. The history(ies) of
archaeology already became a sub-discipline, with a tremendous litera-
ture produced in the last few decades on both general and more particular
patterns of global and local contexts. Besides some influential works fo-
cusing on the general patterns and ideologies of the research, individual
biographies and histories of other sub-disciplines (urban archaeology,
public archaeology) have emerged in the last decade, creating the new
term of histories of archaeology, contesting and questioning the very no-
tion of world or global archaeology, and emphasising the rapid changes
and subjectivity of historical archaeology in local contexts.

Celebrating the 100" anniversary of Béla CSERNI’s death, founder of ur-
ban archaeology in Transylvania, represents a legitimate act within this dis-
ciplinary tradition (Photo 1). His life and heritage were recently synthesised
in a monograph (SZABO 2016) and contextualized within the broader his-
tory of archaeology in Central-East Europe?. Although the immense heritage
of his work needs a much more detailed and careful analysis, the above
mentioned contributions represent an important foundation for a compre-
hensive research, which will contextualize the histories of archaeology in
Romania within the continental history(ies) of archaeology®. This ambitious
aim cannot be done without comprehensive studies on local histories of
archaeology. This article does not aim to fill this gap, but will show some of
the main periods and changes in the histories of archaeology of Alba Iulia
from the death of CSERNI until now.

Sic transit gloria mundi:
searching for new ways (1918-1938)

B After the death of CSERNI in April 1916, the museum and the Associa-
tion of History, Archaeology and Natural Sciences remained in function for
less than a year. The new director, J6zsef LESTYAN was elected on January
14, 1917, as successor of the founder. Although he knew CSERNI personally
and was an active member of the Association and the cultural life of Alba
Iulia, the severe economic conditions of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and
the impact of the “Great War” did not allow him to continue CSERNT’s work.
In November 1918, a large part of the artefacts from the museum were trans-
ported to Budapest. After the Treaty of Trianon in 1920, long negotiations
were carried by the new Romanian authorities — lead by Coriolan PETRAN —
on the conditions of repatriation (MOGA&MARZA 1993, 440; see also OPRIS
1981). As a result, a part of the material was transported back to Alba Iulia on
September 12, 1922.* For more than 20 years, between 1918 and 1938, the ar-
chaeological heritage of Alba Iulia — with highly important Neolithic, Roman,
and medieval sites — was out of the control of local and national authorities.
The newly formed Commission of National Monuments lead by Constantin
DAICOVICIU and Alexandru LAPEDATU (DRAGHITA 2003, 483) tried to
continue the work of CSERNI and his museum, together with the radically

2 The International Conference Adalbert CSERNI and His Contemporaries. The Beginnings
of Urban Archaeology in Alba Iulia and Beyond, Alba Iulia, April 15-19, 2016. The
proceedings of the conference will be published next year (SZABO et al. 2017).

3 Although there are several new works on the history of archaeological thought and vari-
ous parts of the discipline, none of them present the sources in details or contextualise
the archaeology of the region within the European histories of the discipline. Similarly,
the Hungarian and German sources and personalities are usually neglected by Roma-
nian researchers (See ANGHELINU 2014; BORS 2014).

4 Several other objects are still in the National Museum of Hungary in Budapest or in
the Museum of Arad, where the material was stationed temporarily (See also SZABO,
BOUNEGRU&SAVA 2014).
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Alba lulia)Partos .

)

W Figure 1. Topography of the Roman city of Colonia Aurelia Apulensis (modified after SZABO 2016,
139, fig. 113)
B 1. dbra: Colonia Aurelia Apulensis rémai vdros tereprajza (médositva SZABO 2016, 139, fig. 113 utdn)

changed local intellectual milieu of Alba Iulia, led by some members of
the local Astra Association (MOGA 1994) and enthusiastic teachers of the
Mihai Viteazul High School, represented especially by Virgil CUCUIU and
Enea ZEFLEANU (BERCIU 1973; ANDRONESCU, MUNTEAN&DANCILA
1999). As the annual reports and the publications of Constantin DAICO-
VICIU from this period show, the archaeological heritage of Alba Iulia was
in continuous danger and threat by the rapidly increasing population and
urbanisation in the Partos area (CHRISTESCU 1933; DAICOVICIU 1941; see
also ANGHEL 1994). While in the period of CSERNI, the museum and the
archaeological association represented a local authority and a successful
model for negotiation with local people to save the archaeological herit-
age, after 1920 the inexistence of a museum as a centralised institute had a
catastrophic impact on the Roman and late medieval sites (See also RADU
1967, 657; WOLLMANN 2004, 12).° Although the Association of CSERNI
had meetings until 1929 [SZABC) 2016, 173), the new intellectual elite of
the city — divided by various institutions and ideological or political be-
liefs — was not able to exercise control on the archaeological heritage of the
city. All the great discoveries attested in this period — the votive deposit of
Deus Aeternus in the area of Labut (Figure 1, no. 6) or the so called Oancea

5 Since 1925, the museum has been crowded into the right wing of the Orthodox
Cathedral’s cloister.
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Toébb mint husz éven keresztiil, 1918
és 1938 kozott, Gyulafehérvar régészeti
oroksége — tobbek kozott rendkiviil fontos
neolitikus, rémai és kozépkori helyszinek
— ellendrizhetetlenné vélt a helyi és nem-
zeti hatésdgok szdmara. A Constantin DA-
ICOVICIU, valamint Alexandru LAPEDA-
TU altal vezetett, Gjonnan alakult Nemzeti
Mtiemlékek Bizottsiga (DRAGHITA 2003,
483.) igyekezett folytatni CSERNI munkas-
sdgat és a miazeum mukodtetését, annak a
gyokeresen megvaltozott helyi értelmiségi
rétegnek a kozegében, amelyet a helyi Ast-
ra Egyesiilet néhany tagja (MOGA 1994) és
a Mihai Viteazul Gimnéazium lelkes tanarai
vezettek, kiillonosen Virgil CUCUIU és Enea
ZEFLEANU (BERCIU 1973; ANDRONESCU,
MUNTEAN&DANCILA 1999). Amint Cons-
tantin DAICOVICIU ebben az iddszakban
készitett éves jelentései és kiadvanyai mu-
tatjak, Gyulafehérvar régészeti 6roksége fo-
lyamatos veszélyben volt, kivalt a mai Portus
negyed teriiletén jelentkezé gyors népességi
novekedés és varosfejlédés miatt (CHRIS-
TESCU 1933; DAICOVICIU 1941; lasd még
ANGHEL 1994).

Mig CSERNI idejében a muzeum és a
régészeti egyesiilet a helyi hatdsagok fenn-
hatdsaga alatt allt, amely sikeresen targyalt
a helyi kozosséggel a régészeti Orokség
megmentésének érdekében, 1920 utan a
muzeum mint kozpontositott intézmény
megsziinése katasztrofalis kovetkezmények-
kel jart a romai és késé kozépkori régészeti
helyszinekre nézve (ldsd még RADU 1967,
657.; WOLLMANN 2004, 12.).° Bar CSERNI
egyesiilete még 1929-ig gytilésezett (SZABO
2016, 173.), a varos 1j szellemi elitje — ame-
lyet megosztottak a kiillonb6z6 intézmények
és ideoldgiai vagy politikai meggy6zédések
— képtelennek bizonyult a véros régészeti
orokségének ellenérzésére. Az idészak min-
den jelentés leletét — a Deus Aeternus foga-
dalmi letét a Labut teriiletén (1. &bra. 6. sz.)
vagy az un. Oancea mithraeum (2. abra) — a
helyi lakosség fedezte fel, véletlenszerten,
és egyben megsemmisitette vagy kifosztotta
a helyszineket (SZABO 2014; SZABO 2015,
143, 146-148.; lasd még WOLLMANN 2004,
10, 32. labj.). Virgil CUCUIU, a véros torté-
netét roviden osszefoglal6 irdsédban, a helyi
lakossag felel6tlensége miatt panaszkodik,
aki nem tartja tiszteletben CSERNI hagyaté-
két és Gyulafehérvar gazdag romai torténel-
mi multjat (CUCUIU 1928).

Rendkiviili gondossagédnak koszonhe-
téen, a régészeti anyag egy részét sikertilt
atmenteni egy uGjonnan megalakult isko-
lai muazeumba, amelyet a Mihai Viteazul
Gimnéaziumba rendeztek be (BERCIU 1973;
ANDRONESCU, MUNTEAN&DANCILA
1999) (2. kép). Az 1918-1939 kozotti idé-
szakban Gyulafehérvaron nem végeztek
rendszeres asatasokat, annak ellenére, hogy
ekkor szamos monumentalis épitkezés folyt
a varosban, amely tobb régészeti lelGhelyet
bolygatott meg. Ezek koziil kiemelendé a
Koronazasi Katedralis épitése 1921-1922
kozott, amelyet a Vauban-tipust er6ditmény
tertiletére terveztek és ezéltal elpusztitottdk
az eréditmény nyugati falszakaszainak egy

5 1925-t6] a muzeumot az ortodox katedralis
kerengdjének nyugati részébe zsufolték be.



részét (és valdsziniileg a romai rétegek egy
részét is — 3. kép).°

Fontos megemliteni azonban, hogy
CSERNI tevékenységét és orokségét mind-
végig tiszteletteljesen 6rizték, annak ellené-
re, hogy a vdrosban — amely 1922 utan ,a
nemzeti 0sszefogds varosa” lett — kialakult
0j politikai és ideoldgiai kornyezet kevésbé
értékelte, majd késébb tejesen figyelmen
kiviil hagyta a magyar multat. A kozépkori
helyszinek és a Magyar Kiralysag, majd ké-
s6bb az Erdélyi Fejedelemség gazdag régé-
szeti orokségének tanulmanyozasit POSTA
Béla kezdeményezte a Szent Mihaly-szé-
kesegyhaznal vezetett jelents dsatasaival
(BIRO-HENDRE 2013), valamint CSERNI
Béla, a kora kozépkori temet6k részleges fel-
tarasaval (NAGY 1913). A két vildghdborta
kozotti idészakban azonban megszakadt a
gyulafehérvari kozépkori régészeti kutatas,
és a néhany 4j kiadvany tartalma els6sorban
a magyar muvészettorténészek altal feltett
kérdésekben meriilt ki (KABDEBO 1911; BI-
TAY 1936; ICZKOVITS 1939).

1938-ban 1j fejezete nyilt a gyulafehér-
véri régészeti 6rokség védelmének, amikor
Nicolae IORGA, a Romén Kirélysag legje-
lentésebb torténetirdja felismerte a varosban
elkovetett pusztitasok silyossagat, valamint
egy helyi muzeum létrehozasdnak égetd
sziikségét. Ezért elrendelte, hogy Ion BER-
CIU, egy szorényvari francia és latin tandr,
alapitson egy régészeti muzeumot Gyulafe-
hérvaron. Az 4j intézmény 1938. junius 23-
an alakult meg, amely az tGn. Berciu-korszak
kezdetét jelzi a gyulafehérvari vérosi régé-
szet torténetében (WOLLMANN 2004, 3-4.).

6 A nyugati fal tobb szakaszat dinamittal rob-
bantottak fel.

B Photo 2. Virgil CUCUIU, founder of an
archaeological museum in the Mihai
Viteazul High School (after ANDRONESCU,
MUNTEAN&DANCILA 1999)

W 2. kép: Virgil CUCUIU, a Mihai Viteazul
Gimndziumban létesitett régészeti muzeum
alapitéja (ANDRONESCU, MUNTEAN&DANCILA
1999 utdn)
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W 2. dbra: Municipium Septimium Apulense rémai vdros tereprajza (SZABO 2016, 146, fig. 117.)

mithraeum (Figure 2) — were attested accidentally by local people, destroy-
ing and looting the sites (SZABO 2014; SZABO 2015, 143, 146-148; see also
WOLLMANN 2004, 10, footnote no. 32). In his short booklet on the history
of the city, Virgil CUCUIU complains of the irresponsibility of the local
people, who do not respect the heritage of CSERNI and the rich Roman
history of Alba Iulia (CUCUIU 1928). Due to his exceptional diligence, a
part of the archaeological material was saved in a newly formed school mu-
seum in the Mihai Viteazul High School (BERCIU 1973; ANDRONESCU,
MUNTEAN&DANCILA 1999) (Photo 2). In the period between 1918 and
1939 there were no systematic excavations in Alba Iulia, even if the city had
numerous monumental construction projects in this period, which highly
affected several archaeological sites. Most notably, the building of the Ca-
thedral of Coronation within the fortress between 1921 and 1922, which
destroyed a part of the western wall of the Vauban fortress (and probably a
part of the Roman layers too — Photo 3).° It is important to mention though,
that the activity and heritage of CSERNI was preserved with great respect,
despite the new political and ideological environment established in the
city, which became after 1922 the “city of national union,” where the Hun-
garian past was less appreciated and later ignored. The study of the mediae-
val sites and of the rich archaeological heritage of the Hungarian Kingdom,
later the Transylvanian Principality, was begun with the important exca-
vations of Béla POSTA in the Saint Michael’s Cathedral (BIRO-HENDRE
2013) and with the early mediaeval cemeteries partially revealed by Béla
CSERNI (NAGY 1913). In the interwar period however, the archaeological
research of mediaeval Alba Iulia stopped and the few publications were fo-
cusing especially on art historian issues by Hungarian scholars (KABDEBO
1911; BITAY 1936; ICZKOVITS 1939).

A new chapter in the protection of Alba Iulia’s archaeological herit-
age began in 1938, when Nicolae IORGA, the foremost historian of the
Romanian Kingdom recognised the severe destructions in the city and the
urgent necessity of a local museum. He ordered Ion BERCIU, a French and
Latin teacher from Turnu-Severin, to establish the archaeological museum

6 The western wall was blown up in several sections with dynamite.
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B Photo 3. Explosion of a section from the Vauban-type fortress during the construction of the
Cathedral of Coronation in Alba lulia in 1922 © alba24.ro

W 3. kép: A Vauban-rendszerti eréditmény egyik falszakaszdnak felrobbantdsa 1922-ben,
a gyulafehérvdri Korondzdsi Katedrdlis épitése céljdbdl © alba24.ro

of Alba Iulia. The new institution was founded on June 23, 1938, which
marks the beginning of the so-called BERCIU era in the history of urban
archaeology in Alba Iulia (WOLLMANN 2004, 3-4).

The BERCIU era in Alba lulia:
consolidation and reconciliation

B The long period of almost half a century (1939-1989) marked by the
generation of Ion BERCIU and his disciples (WOLLMANN 2004, 47; see
also ALDEA&MOGA 1986) (Photo 4) is impossible to summarise in this
short review. Until recently, only the synthesis of WOLLMANN (2004)
tried to contextualize the work and heritage of Ion BERCIU and his gen-
eration. The National Museum of the Union has a large amount of archival
material about his life and the activity of the museum from this period,
which would need a systematic analysis to understand the dynamics of
urban archaeology and museology of this period, both in the Romanian
and in a European context’. The period marked by BERCIU’s activity and
directorship of the local museum had 3 main consequences: the begin-

B Photo 4. lon BERCIU, considered as the second founder of the museum, with his disciples (after
WOLLMANN 2004, 47)

W 4. kép: A muzeum mdsodik alapitéjaként szamon tartott lon BERCIU, tanitvdnyaival egytitt
(WOLLMANN 2004, 47. utdn)
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A gyulafehérvari Berciu-korszak:
megszilarditas és kibékiilés

m A Ion BERCIUnak és tanitvanyainak (4. kép)
generdcidja altal meghatarozott hosszu,
kozel fél évszazadig tartd (1939-1989) id6s-
szakot (WOLLMANN 2004, 47.; lasd még
ALDEA&MOGA 1986) lehetetlen sszefoglal-
ni ebben a rovid attekintésben. A legut6bbi
id6kig egyediill WOLLMANN attekint6 mun-
kaja (2004) prébalta kontextusba helyezni Ion
BERCIU és generaci6ja munkajat és a hagya-
tékat. A Nemzeti Egyesiilés Mtizeuma nagy
mennyiségli levéltari anyagot 6riz életérél
és ebbdl az iddszakbdl szdrmazé muzeumi
tevékenységérdl, ami modszeres elemzést
igényelne ahhoz, hogy megérthessiik a kor-
szak varosi régészetének és muzeologidjanak
dinamikéjat mind romadniai, mind eurdpai
kontextusban.”

BERCIU tevékenysége és a helyi muze-
umban betoltott igazgatéi munkassdganak
idészaka hérom fontos kovetkezménnyel
jart: elindultak a véarosban és Fehér megyé-
ben (Corabia, Lumea Noud, Magyarigen) a
rendszeres régészeti dsatdsok, a mizeumnak
sikertilt, két nagyon nehéz politikai valsag
(1944-1945 és 1949-1956) ellenére, a véarosi
régészet egyik vezetd intézetévé vélnia, vala-
mint egy Gjonnan alapitott mazeumi foly6-
irat révén (Acta Musei Apulensis — Apulum)
létrehozott egy nemzetkozi szakmai haldza-
tot (MOGA 2013). Ez az id6szak nemcsak az
Gj mtzeum létesitését hatarozta meg, amely
akkor kertilt a jelenlegi épiiletbe (az egykori
Babilon-hédz), hanem a varoskép gyokeres ét-
alakuldsat is (ANGHEL 1994).

Az emlitett évtizedek soran, a kom-
munista rendszer teljesen megvaltoztatta
a varos természetes fejlédését, atszervezte
a vérosi terjeszkedés irdnyait, kiillongsen a
Vauban-tipust er6ditmény koérnyékén. A
monumentdlis épitési projektek stlyosan
érintették az Egyesiilés Park (Parcul Uni-
rii), a Koronazasi tt (Incoronarii, ma 1 De-
cembrie 1918), a Crisan és Cetatii utcak kora
kozépkori és rémai rétegeit. Tobb ebben az
idészakban emelt nagyméretii épiilet, mint
példaul egy kétcsillagos szalloda vagy a Kul-
tarpalota, olyan fontos rémai helyszineket
pusztitott el, mint pl. a Municipium Septi-
mium Apulense (SZABO 2014, 66.). Hason-
loképpen, a Titulescu sugérat és Motilor
at teriiletén folyé nagyszabast épitkezések
megzavartdk a canabae teriiletét, valamint
tobb kora kozépkori réteget.

Az Apulum Porcelangyér épitése és a
Portus északnyugati teriiletén a csatorna-
rendszerek kiépitése szintén katasztrofélis
kovetkezményekkel jart a rémai véros régé-
szeti lel6helyei szamédra, amely megsemmi-
sitette az Asclepeion — Kozép-Kelet-Eurépa
egyik legnagyobbika — utolsé esetleges ma-
radvanyait, és érintette a vérosfal nyugati
szakaszan kiviili (extramuros) teriiletet is,
ahol mar az 1840-es évektdl kezdédden tar-
tottak szdmon rémai leleteket.

Gyulafehérvér kézépkori torténelmét majd-
nem teljesen elhanyagoltak. Kurt HOREDT,
BALOGH Jolan, ENTZ Géza vagy Virgil

7 Az eddig kiadott kis mennyiségti levelezését
illetéen lasd még OTA 2013.



VATASIANU egyes alapvet6 fontossagti mii-
vében ugyan alaposan dokumentélta a Ma-
gyar Kiralysag és az Erdélyi Fejedelemség
targyi hagyatékat, viszont ez nem tudta 6sz-
tonozni a gyulafehérvari kozépkori régészet
gyakorlatat ebben az id4szakban (ENTZ
1958; HOREDT 1958, 49-69.).

A legtobb 1970-es években végzett
mentdéasatast és leletet, sajnos hidnyosan
dokumentaltak, a mazeum nagyra értékelt
munkatérsainak (Alexandru POPA, Clos-
ca BALUTA, Vasile MOGA) figyelme pedig
szinte kizarélag a rémai epigrafiai anyagra
osszpontosult.? Bar ezéltal az apulumi mu-
zeum a kozép-kelet-eurdpai térség egyik
leggazdagabb epigréfiai gytjteményét Grizte,
amelyet szamos roman, s6t nemzetkozi cikk,
konferencia és monografia mutatott be,® a
tobbi a régészeti anyag és a helyszinek be-
mutatdsa/meg6rzése, szinte teljesen figyel-
men kiviil maradt.

J6 példazzak ezt a magatartast Dumit-
ru PROTASE cikkei az apulumi temet6k-
r6l, amelyek szinte teljesen ismeretlenek a
nemzetkozi kutatds szemében (PROTASE
1974; lasd még OTA 2009; BOUNEGRU
2014; BOLOG 2016). Fontos dsatdsokat vég-
zett Alexandru POPA és Ion BERCIU a Pre-
atorium Consularis helyszinén, ami késébb
hozzajarult az akkoriban még nagy firdék-
ként ismert helyszin azonositasdhoz. Habér
az 1940-es és 1950-es években Ion BERCIU
és kollégai a Colonia Aurelia Apulensis (ma
Portus) teriiletén is folytattdk CSERNI mun-
kajat (BOLINDET 1993; BOGDAN-CATANI-
CIU 2000; lasd még SZABO 2016, 123-140.),
késdébb a kommunista rendszer Gj politikdja
az asatasok tematikdjat is sajat ellendrzése
ala vonta, ezért a hangstly az ,imperialista”
romai korr6l a kevésbbé problémés Gskori
és déak torténelem felé iranyult (MATEI-
POPESCU 2007; POPA 2016).

A muzeum szerkezete és belsé terének
kialakitdsa az 1970-es évektdl kezdve titk-
rozte az 4j politikét, ahol a dédk torténelem
és régészet hangsulyozasa mellett szdmos
mas idészak, killonosen a rémai kort kove-
t6 korszak (IV-XI. szazad), valamint a varos
magyar és Habsburg multja teljesen hattérbe
szorult. Az idészakos kiallitasok tematikajat
a politikai ideolégidval atitatott 1968-as és
1975-0s évek monumentélis tinnepségei (az
1918-as egyesiilés 50. évforduléja, valamint
Gyulafehérvar ,két évezredes fennalldsdanak
az tnneplése”) hatdroztdk meg. Az emlitett
idészakok targyi hagyatékanak nagy része
mai napig kiadatlan, vagy nem szerepel a
muzeum kiallitott targyai kozott.

1966-t6l, amikor sikeriilt azonositani a
kora kozépkori telepiilés nyomait (ANGHEL
1968), 1j életre kapott a romai kor utani
idészak régészete Gyulafehérvaron. Jelen-
tés tanulméanyok jelentek meg, amelyek a

8 Vasile MOGA, Alexandru POPA és Ion BER-
CIU irt néhany cikket a véros figurativ emléke-
irél is (szobrok, antefixek, mozaikok). KésGbb
Closca BALUTA kiadta a véros feliratos mé-
cseseirdl sz616 tanulmanyat.

9 Fontos megjegyezni, hogy lon BERCIU és
késébb Clogsca BALUTA gazdag levelezései-
nek koszonhetéen a muzeum tobb tagjanak
volt alkalma bemutatni kutatasi eredményeit
vilagméreti folydiratokban vagy konferenci-
dkon, mint példdul a Latomus vagy Maarten
VERMASEREN EPRO sorozata.
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ning of systematic excavations in the city and in Alba County (Corabia,
Lumea Noua, Ighiu), establishing the museum as a leading institute of
urban archaeology, despite the two highly difficult political crises (1944-
1945 and 1949-1956), and establishing an international academic network
through the newly founded journal of the museum: Acta Musei Apulensis
— Apulum (MOGA 2013). This period marks not only the establishment of
the new museum in the current building (once the Babylon Hall) but also
a radical transformation of the cityscape (ANGHEL 1994). During these
decades, the Communist regime changed completely the natural develop-
ment of the city, organising new directions of urban diffusion, especially
in the surroundings of the Vauban fortress. Monumental construction
projects severely affected the early mediaeval and Roman layers in the
Unirii Park, the Incoronarii Boulevard (today 1 Decembrie 1918), Crisan
and Cetatii Streets. Several of the large buildings of this period, such as a
two star hotel or the Palace of Culture, destroyed important Roman sites
of the Municipium Septimium Apulense (SZABO 2014, 66). Similarly, in
the area of the Titulescu Bd and Motilor Rd, large scale constructions af-
fected the domestic area of the canabae and several early mediaeval lay-
ers. The building of the Apulum Porcelain Factory and the canalisations in
the north-western area of the Partog had also catastrophic consequences
on the archaeological sites of the Roman city, destroying the last possible
evidences of the Asclepeion — which was one of the biggest of Central-East
Europe — and also the extramuros area west to the city wall, where several
Roman finds were reported already in the 1840s.

The mediaeval history of Alba Iulia was almost totally neglected. In
some of the seminal works of Kurt HOREDT, Jolan BALOGH, Géza ENTZ,
or Virgil VATASIANU, the material evidence of the Hungarian Kingdom
and Transylvanian Principality was well documented, but could not stim-
ulate the practice of mediaeval archaeology in Alba Iulia in this period
(ENTZ 1958; HOREDT 1958, 49-69).

Most of the finds and rescue excavations from the 1970s were, unfortu-
nately, badly documented, the focus of the museum’s highly appreciated
staff (Alexandru POPA, Closca BALUTA, Vasile MOGA) were almost exclu-
sively on the Roman epigraphic material.* While the museum of Apulum
became one of the richest epigraphic collections in Central-East Europe,
presented in several Romanian and even international articles, conferences,
and monographs,® the rest of the archaeological material and the presenta-
tion/preservation of the sites were almost totally neglected. The articles of
Dumitru PROTASE on the cemeteries of Apulum, almost unknown by in-
ternational research, constitute a good example for this attitude (PROTASE
1974; see also OTA 2009; BOUNEGRU 2014; BOLOG 2016). Important exca-
vations were carried on the site of the Preatorium Consularis by Alexandru
POPA and Ion BERCIU, which contributed later to the identification of the
site, known in that time still, as the great baths. Although Ion BERCIU and
his colleagues continued in the 1940s and 1950s the work of CSERNI in the
territory of the Colonia Aurelia Apulensis (today Partos) as well (BOLINDET
1993; BOGDAN-CATANICIU 2000; see also SZABO 2016, 123-140), later
the new policy of the Communist regime also influenced the special fo-
cus of the excavations, changing them from the “imperialist” Roman period
to the less problematic prehistoric and Dacian history (MATEI-POPESCU
2007; POPA 2016). The interior design and structure of the museum has
reflected this new policy from the 1970s onwards, where Dacian history

8 Few articles were written on the figurative monuments (statues, antefixes, mosaics) of
the city by Vasile MOGA, Alexandru POPA, and Ion BERCIU. Later, Closca BALUTA
published the inscribed lamps of the city.

9 It is important to note that due to the rich correspondence of Ion BERCIU and later,
Closca BALUTA, several members of the museum had the chance to present their
results in world leading journals and conferences such as the Latomus or the EPRO
series of Maarten VERMASEREN.
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W Figure 3. Early mediaeval cemeteries (9-11%" centuries) discovered in the territory of the modern city of
Alba lulia (after GALL 2013, 115, fig. 15

W 3. dbra: Gyulafehérvdr modern vdrosrészén felfedezett korai kozépkori temetSk (IX-XI. szdzad)
(GALL 2013, 115, fig. 15 utdn)

and archaeology are highly emphasised and numerous periods, especially
the post-Roman era (4-11" centuries) and the Hungarian and Habsburg his-
tory of the city are totally neglected. The temporary exhibition was marked
by the political ideology of 1968 and 1975, two years with monumental
celebrations (50 years after the union of 1918 and the “bimillennial anniver-
sary” of Alba Iulia). A large part of the material evidence of these periods is
still unpublished or not presented in the museum.

From 1966, when traces of an early medieval settlement were identi-
fied (ANGHEL 1968), the post-Roman archaeology in Alba Iulia had a new
beginning. Important studies were published focusing on the evolution of
the fortifications and the interior buildings of the Vauban fortress (KOVACS
1984; ANGHEL 1985)%. It is also important to mention the works of Lajos
BAGYU] and Radu HEITEL in the Saint Michael’s Cathedral, from 1967 on-
wards (BAGYU] 1978; see also MARCU-ISTRATE 2009, 31, footnote no. 93).
One of the most important discoveries from this period occurred in 1979, at
the Vanatorilor Street (known also as Statia de Salvare), in the north-western
part of the modern city, where 186 tombs from the 8-11" centuries were dis-
covered (BLAJAN, STOICOVICI&BOTEZATU 1993; BLAJAN&BOTEZATU
2000; see also VIZAUER 2008, 175-176; GAL 2014) (Figure 3)". The fate
and interpretation of this particularly important material in the Romanian
and Hungarian historiography show the major ideological changes and evo-
lution in Central-European archaeological thought*?.

Urban archaeology after 1989:
transition and new tendencies

B The end of the 1980s is marked by two important archaeological excava-
tions: one carried out in the Vauban fortress, where numerous parts of the
Roman and mediaeval fortifications were identified (MOGA 1997; 1998) and
the discovery of the Liber Pater shrine in the Colonia Aurelia Apulensis (DIACO-
NESCU, HAYNES&SCHAFER 1997) (Photo 5). Both sites will represent a ma-

10 For a synthesis on the research history of the fortress see RUSU 1994; MARCU-ISTRATE
2009, 29-34.

11 For a most complete repertory of early medieval cemeteries from Alba Iulia see GALL 2013,
114-206. For the early mediaeval settlements and houses see BACUET-CRISAN 2014.

12 Notions, such as the controversial “Dridu culture” or anachronisms, such as “feudal age”
used as synonym for the Hungarian Kingdom still appear in many of the publications.
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Vauban-tipusa eréditmény teriiletén fekvo
er6ditmények és belsé épiiletek fejlédésére
Osszpontositottak (KOVAGS 1984; ANGHEL
1985).1 Fontos megemliteni itt BAGYUJ
Lajos és Radu HEITEL 1967-t6] folyé mun-
kalatait a Szent Mihaly-székesegyhaznal
(BAGYUJ 1978; lasd még MARCU-ISTRATE
2009, 31, 93. labj.). Az idészak egyik legfon-
tosabb felfedezése 1979-ben tortént a Vana-
torilor utcdban (mas néven Statia de Salva-
re), a modern varos északnyugati részében,
ahol 186 VIII-XI. szazadi sirt fedeztek fel
(BLAJAN, STOICOVICI&BOTEZATU 1993;
BLAJAN&BOTEZATU 2000; lasd még VIZA-
UER 2008, 175-176.; GAL 2014) (3. abra).!!
A romdn és magyar torténetirds szamara oly
fontos régészeti anyag sorsa és értelmezése
jol példazza a kozép-eurdpai régészeti gon-
dolkodés fébb ideologiai véltozasait és fejlé-
dését.”

A varosi régészet 1989 utan:
atmenet és Uj irdnyzatok

W Az 1980-as évek végét két fontos régészeti
dsatas hatdrozta meg: az egyik a Vauban-ti-
pust eréditmény kutatdsa, amely soran a
romai és a kozépkori eréditmények szamos
szakaszat sikertilt azonositani (MOGA 1997;
1998), valamint a Liber Pater szentélyének
felfedezése a Colonia Aurelia Apulensis terii-
letén (DIACONESCU, HAYNES&SCHAFER
1997) (5. kép). A két helyszin a késébbi ku-
tatasok legjelent6sebb fékuszpontjava valt,
valamint a kovetkezé hérom évtized sordn
Romania legnagyobb varosi régészeti hely-
szinéve.

A kommunizmus 1989-es bukésa bi-
zonytalan kovetkezményekkel jart a gyu-
lafehérvari, és altaldban a romaéniai varosi
régészet szamara. Mig 1990 6ta szamos nem-
zetkozi projekt és egytittmiikodés jott létre,
amely nydéri egyetemi programokat és rend-
szeres asatdsokat eredményezett (Apulum
Hinterland Projekt, Apulum Liber Pater Pro-
jekt, Lumea Noua Projekt) (HAYNES 2014;
lasd még DIACONESCU et al. 2014; From In-
humation) — ezek koziil sokat tekinthetiink
alapvetd jelent6ségiinek a korszert vallas és
temetkezési gyakorlatok régészetének szem-
pontjabdél —, a nemzeti 6rokség részeként
meg6rzott helyszinek helyezete a legutébbi
id6kig bizonytalan volt."

A rugalmas és sok esetben bizonytalan
jogszabalyoknak koszonhet6en, a régészeti
helyszinek fosztogatasa és pusztitdsa egyre
nagyobb problémat jelentett Gyulafehérva-
ron, ahol tébb helyi és orszdgos miigytijté

10 Az eréd kutatastorténetének osszefoglalasat
illetéen lasd RUSU 1994; MARCU-ISTRATE
2009, 29-34.

11 Gyulafehérvar kora kozépkori temetdinek leg-
teljesebb repertériumat illetden lasd GALL
2013, 114-206. A kora kozépkori telepiilése-
ket és hazakat illet6en lasd BACUET-CRISAN
2014.

12 Olyan fogalmak mint péld4ul a vitatott ,,Dridu
régészeti kultira” vagy anakronizmusok, mint
a Magyar Kirédlysag szinonimajaként hasznalt
,feudalis kor” a mai napig jelennek meg sza-
mos kiadvanyban.

13 A régészeti orokségre vonatkozé romaéniai tor-
vénykezés torténetét illetéen ldsd BORS mii-
vét (2014).



hélézat alakult ki a 1990-es években (CIUTA
2013; 2014). Az 1990-es években gyulafe-
hérvari varosi régészet egyik legnagyobb
probléméja a Portus tertilet védtelen jellege
volt, ahol az allami teriiletek maganositasa
utén felgyorsult a varosfejlesztési folyamat.
Az elmult két évtizedben a varos e teriiletén
elszaporodtak a hazak, de még ennél is na-
gyobb épitkezések, amelyek szinte teljesen
elpusztitottak a dunai térség egyik legna-
gyobb rémai vérosat.

Hasonloképpen, a Romai Birodalom leg-
jobban dokumentélt Praetorium Consularis-
anak maradvanyai — amelyet Gjra kutattak az
1990-es évek 6ta — veszélyben vannak, habar
vonzo régészeti és turisztikai helyszinként
miikodhetnének (RUSU-BOLINDET et al.
2011; see also: SZABO 2016, 113-122.).

Az elmult évtizedben rohamos fejlédés-
nek indult a gyulafehérvari vérosi régészet,
szamos id6északos kiéllitas (TIMOFAN&
BOUNEGRU 2008; ANGHEL, BOUNEGRU&
OTA 2011), nemzetkozi egytittmtikodés, nya-
ri egyetem (RUSTOIU et al. 2014; DIA-
CONESCU et al. 2014; LUNDBERG&GLIGOR
2015) és nemzetkozi konferencia eredményé-
vel. A véros 1j politikaja, amely a régio fontos
turisztikai latvanyossagava el6léptetett Vau-
ban-tipust eréditmény twjjaélesztésére Gssz-
pontositott, tobb vérbeli (Principia; lasd még
SZABO 2015, 130-134.) és kornyez (TIMO-
FAN 2010) dsatast karolt fel és tamogatott, bar
nem mindig egyértelmii biralattal az orszagos
és nemzetkozi tudomanyos kozvélemény ré-
sz6rél.

Egyesek ezek koziil, mint példaul az Apor-
palota dsatédsai 1992-ben (MOGA 1993; RUSU
1994, 340ff),"* a piispoki palota és a Szent
Mihaly-székesegyhéz dsatdsai 2000-2002-ben
(MARCU-ISTRATE 2009), valamint a gyula-
fehérvari legkordbbi IX-X. szdzadi templom
felfedezése (MARCU-ISTRATE 2014) (6. kép),
szamos kronoldgiai problémat tisztaztak a
telepiilés fejlodését és a gyulafehérvari varak
komplex torténetét illetéen. Ez a két dsatas

14 A kutatasi modszerek kettésségét és a kozpont
(Kolozsvér), valamint a periféria (Gyulafehér-
vér) kozotti killonbségeit illet6en, lasd kiilo-
nésen RUSU 1994, 87. 14bj.

B Photo 5. Excavations in the Liber Pater shrine from Partos, Colonia Aurelia
Apulensis (HAYNES 2005, 45)
M 5. kép: A Partosi Liber Pater szentélyében végzett dsatdsok, Colonia Aurelia
Apulensis (HAYNES 2005, 45)
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jor focus of later research and will constitute the biggest urban archaeological
sites of Romania in the next three decades. The fall of communism in 1989
had an ambiguous consequence on the development of urban archaeology in
Alba Tulia and generally, in Romania. While international projects and col-
laborations were able to develop and create summer schools and systematic
excavations since 1990 (Apulum Hinterland Project, Apulum Liber Pater
Project, Lumea Noua Project) (HAYNES 2014; see also: DIACONESCU et al.
2014; From Inhumation) — many of them considered as seminal importance
in the development of modern archaeology of religion and burial practices —
the preservation of the sites, as part of the national heritage was unsecured till
recently®®. Due to the flexible and, in many cases, unsecured legislation, the
looting and destroying of archaeological sites became an increasing problem
in Alba Iulia, several local and national networks of collectors were formed
here in the 1990s (CIUTA 2013; 2014). One of the biggest problems of ur-
ban archaeology in Alba Iulia in the 1990s was the unprotected nature of
the Partog area, where urban development accelerated after the privatisation
of public terrains. Domestic households, but even larger constructions were
established in this area of the city in the last two decades, destroying almost
completely one of the biggest Roman cities of the Danubian area. Similarly,
the remains of the most well documented Praetorium Consularis of the Ro-
man Empire — excavated again since the 1990s — are in imminent danger, al-
though they could represent an attractive archaeological site for mass tourism
(RUSU-BOLINDET et al. 2011; see also: SZABO 2016, 113-122).

In the last decade, urban archaeology in Alba Iulia developed extremely
fast, producing numerous temporary exhibitions (TIMOFAN&BOUNEGRU
2008; ANGHEL, BOUNEGRU&OTA 2011), international collaborations
and summer schools (RUSTOIU et al. 2014; DIACONESCU et al. 2014;
LUNDBERG&GLIGOR 2015), and international conferences as well. The
new policy of the city focusing on the revitalisation of the Vauban fortress,
as the major touristic attraction of the region, embraced and promoted
several excavations within the fortress (Principia; see also SZABO 2015,
130-134) and its surroundings (TIMOFAN 2010), although with ambigu-
ous reception from the national and international academic public. Some
of them, such as the excavations from the Apor Palace in 1992 (MOGA
1993; RUSU 1994)," the excavations from the Bishopric Palace and the
Saint Michael’s Cathedral from 2000-2002 (MARCU-ISTRATE 2009), and
the discovery of the earliest church of Alba Iulia from the 9-10® century

13 On the history of the Romanian legislation on archaeological heritage see the work of
BORS (2014).

14 For the dichotomy and differences in research methodologies between centre (Cluj-
Napoca) and periphery (Alba Iulia) see especially RUSU (1994, footnote no. 87).

B Photo 6. Excavations in front of Saint Michael’s Cathedral from 2011,
revealing the oldest Christian church in Transylvania © historia.ro

W 6. kép: 2011-es dsatds a Szent Mihdly Székesegyhdz el6tt, amely feltdrta
Erdély legrégebbi keresztény templomdt © historia.ro
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B Photo 7. Inauguration of the new museum of the Principia and the Roman lapidary in 2014
©ziarulunirea.ro
W 7. kép: Az uj Principia muzeum és rémai kétdr felavatdsa 2014-ben © ziarulunirea.ro

(MARCU-ISTRATE 2014) (Photo 6) clarified numerous chronological
problems regarding the settlement’s evolution and the complex history
of Alba Iulia’s fortifications. These two excavations were stimulating also
the collaboration between numerous local institutions, in particularly the
National Museum of the Union and the Roman Catholic Church, as the
two main cultural institutions in the city, and created numerous academic
bonds between Hungarian and Romanian institutions as well.

The re-enactment groups, the new museum of the Principia and its lapi-
dary (Photo 7), although they represent a new wave in promoting the ar-
chaeological heritage of Alba Iulia, are focusing only on the Roman history
of the city. While most of the archaeological sites and excavations are pub-
lished or catalogued in digital and classical corpora (MOGA&CIUGUDEAN
1995)*, there is still no comprehensive digital map of the archaeological
sites of Alba Iulia. Similarly, popularising works and museum guides on
urban archaeology, epigraphy, and history are still missing®®. A laudable
tendency began with the new excavations in the Princely Palace, which
hopefully will emphasise the rich and important heritage of the Hungarian
and German past as well. A new journal, the Patrimonium Apulense is also
dedicated to collect the reports of new excavations from the city, while the
well-organised collaboration of the local press with the museum creates a
possibility for popularising the archaeological heritage of the city.

In recent conditions, when the local and national authorities seem to
be aware of the great touristic and economic impact of archaeological her-
itage on modern urban development, the future scope of urban archaeol-
ogy in Alba Iulia and generally, in Transylvania, should focus on 3 major
tasks: establishing a public digital corpus of all archaeological finds and
sites of urban environments, presenting the archaeological heritage with
modern techniques (apps, guides, public excavations, temporary exhibi-
tions, digital 3D reconstructions),’” and creating a much more elaborate
national legislation to stop the destruction and looting of the sites. As it
was in the age of CSERNI, it is the same today: local institutions — espe-
cially regional museums — play a crucial role as motors in new tendencies
of public and urban archaeology.

15 See also Repertoriul Arheologic National digital version where 55 items for the territory
of Alba Iulia are introduced up till now: http:/ran.cimec.ro/sel.asp. Last accessed:
5.08.2016.

16 The few, recent publications (mostly albums or pocket books) were published by the
city and county councils with the collaboration of the museum.

17 See also: https://www.facebook.com/IloveApulum/ (accessed: 20.07.2016).
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ugyanakkor szdmos, helyi intézmények ko-
zotti egytuttmikodést inditott el, killonosen a
véros két legfontosabb kulturalis intézménye,
a Nemzeti Egyestilés Mtizeuma és a romai ka-
tolikus egyhéz kozottit, amely révén szamos
tudomanyos kapcsolat jott létre a magyar és a
romén intézmények kozott.

A torténelmi tjrajatszast felkarolé cso-
portok, az Gj Principia muzeum és kétar
(7. kép), habar a gyulafehérvari régészeti
orokség népszertsitésének egy 4j hullamat
képviselik, csak a varos rémai torténelmére
osszpontositanak. Mig a legtobb régészeti
lel6hely és asatds eredményeit kozzéteszik
vagy katalogizalt digitalis és homanyos kor-
puszokba foglaljdk (MOGA&CIUGUDEAN
1995),'> még mindig nem létezik egy atfo-
g6 digitalis térkép Gyulafehérvar régészeti
helyszineir6l. Hasonloképpen, még mindig
hidnyzanak a vérosi régészetet, epigrafiat és
torténelmet népszertisité6 munkak, mizeumi
kézikonyvek.'® A fejedelmi palota Gj dsatasai
dicséretes iranyba haladnak, amelyek remél-
het6leg a magyar és a német mult rendkiviil
gazdag és fontos 6rokségét is hangsilyoz-
zak majd. Egy 4j folyéirat, a Patrimonium
Apulense ugyancsak arra hivatott, hogy 6sz-
szegyUjtse a varos 4j dsatdsairdl szolo jelen-
téseket, mig a helyi sajté jol megszervezett
egylittmikodése a mizeummal lehetdséget
teremt a véros régészeti orokségének népsze-
risitésére.

Az jelenlegi koriilmények kozott, ami-
kor a helyi és orszdagos hatésagok, gy ti-
nik, tisztdban vannak a régészeti orokség-
nek a modern varosfejlesztésre gyakorolt
hatalmas turisztikai és gazdasagi hatédsa-
ival, a gyulafehérvari, és dltaldban véve
az erdélyi vérosi régészetnek a kovetkezd
hérom jovébeni f6 feladatkorre kellene 6sz-
szpontositania: a varosi kornyezetben talal-
hat6 6sszes régészeti lelet és helyszin nyil-
vanos digitalis korpuszanak létrehozasa, a
régészeti orokség bemutatdsa modern tech-
nikai eszkozokkel (alkalmazasok, ttmuta-
tok, nyilvanos asatésok, idGszaki kidllit4-
sok, digitalis 3D rekonstrukciok)', és egy
sokkal kifinomultabb orszagos jogszabaly
kidolgozasa, amely megfékezné a régészeti
helyszinek pusztitasat és fosztogatdsat. Ha-
sonlé a helyzet a CSERNI koraban levével: a
helyi intézmények — kiilongsen a regionalis
muzeumok — donté szerepet jatszanak a ko-
70sségl és varosi régészet Gj irdnyzatainak
elémozditasaban.

15 Lasd még a Repertoriul Arheologic National
digitélis verzi6jat, ahol a mai napig 55 adat
lett felvezetve Gyulafehérvar teriiletérdl http://
ran.cimec.ro/sel.asp. (let6ltve: 2016.08.05)

16 Néhany tjabb kiadvény (tébbnyire albumok
vagy zsebkonyvek) a vérosi és a megyei tanécs
kiadasaban és a muizeum koézremikodésével
jelent meg.

17 Lasd még https://www.facebook.com/Ilove
Apulum/ (letoltve 2016.07.20).
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Banffy Manor House Park
in Rascruci, Cluj County

HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY DATA?

W Abstract: This article presents several
landmarks from the history of construction
and landscape design of the Banffy Manor
House Park in Rascruci (Cluj County). With
older beginnings of landscaping, the mixed
style park, listed as historic monuments in
the 2004, respectively 2010 Historic Build-
ings’ List, was created in the 19" century.
Partially decipherable in period iconograph-
ic documents, the landscaping was altered
during the 20" century, leaving only traces of
the former placements. The article presents
the main built and landscaped elements of
the ensemble, the relationships developed
between them and with the settlement and
the surrounding landscape, as they were ob-
served by the author in the summer of 2008,
in an attempt to sketch a brief inventory of
the current state of the ensemble.

B Keywords: historical residential gar-
den, mixed style landscaping, 19 century

1 Architect, PhD, Technical University of Cluj-
Napoca, Romania.

2 Following the methodological structure de-
scribed in the first article of the Historical Gar-
dens column, the presentation of the Banffy
Manor House Park in Rascruci approaches the
following aspects, relevant for a systematic
analysis of Transylvanian historical residen-
tial gardens: general data on “owners, build-
ing stages, architectural style, contractors”;
landscape (“main landforms, watercourses,
the presence of dominating elements”); site
(“location within the settlement, general
shape of the site, limit characteristics”); local
relief and the placement of major elements
(“site topography, location of the main ele-
ments on site: access area, the residence, the
park, other natural or built elements”); access
and the elements related to it (“access place-
ment — to the property and to the residence —
and the descriptions of the related elements”);
the manor house and its relationship with the
exterior design elements (“description of the
residence’s main volumes and the devices for
the connection with the exterior”); as well as
the actual landscape design (“composition,
placement of the vegetation, vegetation ele-
ments, pavement, ornamental objects, orna-
mental constructions”). For a detailed descrip-
tion of the methodology, see the first article
(MILEA 2012).

= HISTORICAL GARDENS
= GRADINI ISTORICE
= TORTENETI KERTEK
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B Andreea MILEA'

Parcul castelului Banffy
din Rascruci, judetul Cluj

DATE ISTORICE SI CONTEMPORANE'

B Rezumat: Articolul prezintd cateva repere din istoria constructiilor si
amenajdrilor parcului castelului Banffy din Rascruci (judetul Cluj). Cu in-
ceputuri de amenajare mai vechi, parcul in stil mixt, clasat drept monu-
ment istoric in Listele Monumentelor Istorice 2004, respectiv 2010, a fost
creat in secolul al XIX-lea. Descifrabila partial in documente iconografice
de epocd, amenajarea a fost alterata pe parcursul secolului al XX-lea, din
fostele dispuneri neraméandnd decat urme. Articolul descrie principalele
elemente construite si amenajate ale ansamblului, relatiile dintre ele si re-
latiile lor cu asezarea si peisajul inconjurator, asa cum au fost ele observate
de catre autoare in vara anului 2008, in incercarea de a schita un inventar
sumar al situatiei amenajarii in zilele noastre.

B Cuvinte cheie: gradina istorica rezidentiald, amenajare in stil mixt, se-
colul XIX

Introducere

W Castelul familiei BANFFY din Rascruci,® existent deja in a doua jumata-
te a secolului al XVIII-lea sub forma unui conac, si-a dobandit infatisarea
actuala, eclecticd, la cumpana dintre secolele XIX si XX. Cateva repere in
succesiunea proprietarilor, dar si din istoria constructiilor si amenajarilor
sale ne vor ajuta sa ii urmarim evolutia (BIRO 1944, 82-83, 107-108, 115,
153-154; BORDAS 2012; SISA 2007, 210-214):

1 Arhitect, dr., Universitatea Tehnica din Cluj-Napoca, Roménia.

2 Urmand structura metodologica descrisa in articolul de debut al rubricii Gradini
Istorice, prezentarea parcului castelului Banffy din Rascruci abordeaza urmatoare-
le aspecte, relevante pentru o analiza sistematica a gradinilor istorice rezidentiale
transilvanene: date generale despre ,proprietari, etape de constructie, stil arhitectu-
ral, constructori”; peisaj (,formatiuni principale de relief, cursuri de apa, prezenta
unor elemente dominante”); amplasament (,localizare in cadrul asezarii, forma ge-
nerala a sitului, caracterul limitelor”); relief local gi dispunerea elementelor majore
(.topografia sitului, localizarea elementelor majore pe sit: zona de acces, regedinta,
parcul, alte elemente naturale sau construite”); amenajarile de acces (,localizarea
acceselor — pe proprietate si in resedinta — si descrierea amenajarilor aferente”); cas-
telul si relatia lui cu amenajarile exterioare (,descrierea volumelor principale” ale
castelului si a ,,dispozitivelor de legatura cu exteriorul”); respectiv, amenajarea exte-
rioard propriu-zisa (,compozitie, dispunerea vegetatiei, elemente de vegetatie, pavi-
ment, obiecte ornamentale, constructii ornamentale”). Pentru descrierea detaliata a
metodologiei, a se vedea articolul de debut (MILEA 2012).

3 Castelul Banffy (CJ-II-a-A-07742) sec. XVIIL: corp cladire castel (CJ-II-m-A-07742.01)
sec. XVIIL; parc (CJ-II-s-B-07742.02) sec. XVIII (Lista Monumentelor Istorice 2004;
2010). Rascruci/Valasut/Valasut (RO), Vélaszat (HU) (SZABO, Dictionar).
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— satul Rascruci a devenit proprietate a familiei BANFFY la sfarsitul Introduction
secolului al XIV-lea sau inceputul secolului al XV-lea;* (fig. 1)

) o o _—
— prima ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1769- M The Bénffy manor house® in Réscruci, al

ready existing in the second half of the 18"

1773) (fig. 2) ne permite identificarea conacului Banffy sub forma century as a smaller mansion, gained its
unei cladiri cu plan in T rotit, aflata aproximativ pe amplasamentul current, Eclectic appearance at the turn of
actual al castelului.’ La acea epoca, in conac locuiau ,,baronul Gyérgy the 20" century. Several landmarks in the
, . A . . . succession of its owners, but also from the
Banffy (1739-1805), comite de Dabéca si Crasna, si sotia sa, Zsuzsan- : X
U p K history of the construction and landscape
na Wesselényi (1743-1800)” (BORDAS 2012). Inventarele de la ince- design will help us follow its evolution
putul secolului al XIX-lea (1809, 1812, 1821) ne informeaza ca acest (BIRO 1944, 82-83, 107-108, 115, 153-154;
conac a fost o cladire cu subsol, iar la nivelul etajului se afla doar o BORDt‘ﬁS 23112; SI?‘; A7 .2%)0'214): b
- N - 4 . - € village o dSCrucl bpecame a e
?ala mare, in partea sa central;.i (BORDAS /2012), ' end of the 14" century or the begin-
—1in 1805, la moartea baronului Gyorgy BANFFY, ,castelul a revenit ning of the 15" century the property
fiului sau, baronul Gyorgy Banffy (1722-1832)”,% comite de Zarand, of the BANFFY family;* (Figure 1)
in a carui proprietate a ramas probabil pana la moartea sa. In acest in- ~ the 1% Military Survey of the Habsburg
t 13 ii 1810 si 1812. mosia si con 1 din Rascruci fost lu- Empire (1769-1773) (Figure 2) allows
erval, in ani § » Inogla g1 conacu ascruci au 1ost Iu us to identify the Banffy Mansion as a
ate in arenda de contele Ferenc BANFFY (m. 1813) (BORDAS 2012); building with a rotated T-shaped lay-
— intre anii 1832-1850, contele Dénes BANFFY (1776-1854) a fost pro- out, placed approximately on the man-

prietarul conacului. In vremea sa, ,herghelia din Bontida a fost ti-
nuta la Rascruci”, motiv pentru care se considera ca din dispozitia

lui, probabil in anii 1830, ar fi putut fi construit ,,grajdul asemanator 3 Banffy Manor House (CJ-Il-a-A-07742) 18" cen-
R R N ] A R tury: manor house building (CJ-II-m-A-07742.01)
unui castel medieval” (BORDAS 2012), vizibil intr-unul din desenele 181" century; park (CJ-1-s-B-07742.02) 18" cen-
O A 7 : A 7 Ao tury (Lista Monumentelor Istorice 2004; 2010).
lui Karoly SZATHMARI PAP? (2012, 183), publicat in 1842. Incadrin RascruciValisutNalasut (RO, Vélaszit (HU)

- (SZABO Dictionar).
4 Jozsef BIRO ne spune ca ,Vélaszat 1370 6ta Banffy-birtok s sok, egymasra épitett 4 Jozsef BIRO tells us that “Vélaszat 1370 Gta
udvarhaz emelkedett itt a szazadok folyaman” (,Rascruci a devenit proprietate a familiei Banflfli’_é“g(,’ﬁ s sok, egy{(ngislra ep}t‘f,tt(}llg"arhaz.
Z N . . . 7. .. emelkedelt 1tt a sZzaZzadokK Iolyaman ascrucl
Banffy in 1370 si multe conace CODStI:ulte unul peste altul au fost ridicate aici de-a became the property of they Binify family in
lungul secolelor” — traducerea autoarei). Beata BORDAS mentioneaza ca ,Localitatea 1370 and many mansions built one over the
Rascruci a fost atestata prima datd in documente in 1325, sub numele Valazut. Ea a other were erected here along the centuries.”)

Bedta BORDAS mentions that “The village of
Rascruci was first mentioned in documents in
1325, with the name of Valazut. It became the

ajuns in proprietatea familiei Banffy in 1405, ca parte a mosiei din Bontida”. (BIRO
1944, 83; BORDAS 2012)

5 A se vedea Amplasament, Relief local si dispunerea elementelor majore, Castelul si rela- property of the BANFFY family in 1405, as part
tia lui cu amenajarile exterioare. of the Bontida estate”. (BIRO 1944, 83; BORDAS
6 Casatorit cu Méria BAJA DE BORBATVIZ (1786-1871). (BORDAS 2012) 2012)

7 Karoly SZATHMARI PAP (1812-1887), pictor, litograf si fotograf.

W Fig. 1. Reprezentarea satelor Rdscruci (Vdlaszut) si Bontida (Bontzhida) in prima ridicare topografica militard a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787). Cele doud sate
sunt separate de valea Somesului Mic, desfasurandu-se pe directia sud-nord. Rdul Borsa traverseazd Rascruciul pe la sud, pe directia vest-est, revarsandu-se in
Somesul Mic © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft, 2016

M Figure 1. Representation of Rdscruci (Vdlaszut) and Bontida (Bontzhida) Villages in the 15 Military Survey of the Habsburg Empire (1763-1787). The two villages
are separated by the valley of the Somesul Mic River, flowing on a south-north direction. The Borsa River crosses Rdscruci to the south, on a west-east direction,
flowing into the Somesul Mic River © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2016
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W Fig. 2. Reprezentarea satului Riscruci (Vdlaszut) in prima ridicare topograficd militard a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787). Resedinta familiei BANFFY impreund
cu o constructie anexd si grddina aferentd sunt deja reprezentate la est de drumul principal al satului. Zona amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de cdtre
autoare) cu linie albé © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft,, 2016

M Fig. 3. Reprezentarea satului Rascruci (Vdlaszut) in cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militard a Imperiului Austriac (1806-1869). Domeniul aferent resedintei
familiei BANFFY apare ca fiind considerabil extins spre nord, est si sud, numdrul constructiilor anexe sporeste, iar amenajdrile sitului sunt diferentiate grafic. Zona
amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de cditre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft, 2016

W Figure 2. Representation of Rdscruci (Vdlaszut) Village in the 1% Military Survey (1763-1787). The residence of the BANFFY family, with an outbuilding and its
garden, are already represented to the east of the main village road. The area of the studied site is shown (by the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches

Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2016

W Figure 3. Representation of Réscruci (Vdlaszut) Village in the 2 Military Survey of the Austrian Empire (1806-1869). The estate belonging to the BANFFY family residence
is shown as being considerably expanded to the north, east and south, the number of outbuildings is larger, and the exterior design elements on the site are graphically
differentiated. The area of the studied site is shown (by the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft, 2016

or house’s current site.® At the time,
the mansion was occupied by “Baron
Gyorgy Banffy (1739-1805), comes
[head of county, ed. note] of Dabéaca
and Crasna”, and his wife Zsuzsanna
Wesselényi (1743-1800)" (BORDAS
2012). Inventories from the beginning
of the 19 century (1809, 1812, 1821)
inform us that it was a building with a
basement, and that at the upper floor
there was only a large room, in its cen-
tral part (BORDAS 2012);

in 1805, at the death of Baron Gyorgy
BANFFY, “the manor house passed to
his son, Baron Gyorgy Banffy (1722-
1832)”,° comes of Zarand, in whose
ownership it remained probably until
his death. During this time, between
1810 and 1812, the estate and man-
sion in Rascruci were leased by Count
Ferenc BANFFY (d. 1813) (BORDAS
2012);

between 1832 and 1850, Count Dé-
nes BANFFY (1776-1854) was the
owner of the mansion. During his
time, “the stud from Bontida was
kept in Rascruci,” reason for which
it is believed that at his orders, prob-

5 See Placement, Local relief and placement
of major elements, The manor house and its
relationship with the landscape design.

6 Married to Maria BAJA DE BORBATVIZ
(1786-1871) (BORDAS 2012).

du-1 ca si constructie in anii 1820, Jézsef BIRO mentioneaza existenta
inca a grajdului, asemanator unei cetati fortificate, la data publicarii
cartii sale, Erdélyi kastélyok;®

—1in 1850, conacul din Rascruci a intrat in posesia baronului Albert
BANFFY (1818-1886),° fiul baronului Gyorgy BANFFY. Conacul, de-
teriorat in evenimentele de la 1848-1849, a necesitat reconstructii
in anii 1850. Lucrarile au continuat in 1870, cu ajutorul ingineru-
lui Marton KEREKES (BORDAS 2012). In cartea sa Erdélyi kastélyok,
Jézsef BIRO consemneaza lucrarile de reconstructii ca fiind facute in
stil baroc (1944, 82-83);

—in 1870, baronul Adam BANFFY (1847-1887) s-a casatorit cu Maria
WESSELENYI, instalandu-se in conacul din Rascruci. Lui i se da-
toreazad cele mai importante modificari ale cladirii (etajarea si con-
structia fatadelor eclectice), ajungind sa defineasca aspectul de azi
al castelului. Totodata, el a creat interiorul cu decoratiuni din lemn,
alaturi de alte obiecte decorative din ceramica, inclusiv doud sobe de
teracota. Lucrdrile de reamenajare, demarate in 1875, au durat pro-
babil pana in 1887, duse fiind la bun sfargit cu ajutorul unui arhitect
clujean, Lajos HORVATH (BORDAS 2012);

—in 1887, baronul Albert BANFFY (1871-1945), fiul lui Addam BANFFY,
a preluat castelul. impreuné cu sotia sa, Charlotte MONTBACH, el ,a
efectuat unele transformari ale castelului la inceputul secolului XX”
(BORDAS 2012): amenajarea unor camere de mansardd, adosarea

»,Ma is all az 1820 t4jan épitett, eréditett varnak tetszé hatalmas istalls” [BIR() 1944, 83)
(,,Siin zilele noastre std in picioare grajdul imens construit prin 1820, asemanator unei
cetati fortificate” — traducerea autoarei) .

Casatorit cu Agnes ESTERHAZY.
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B Fig. 4. Reprezentarea satului Rascruci (Vdlaszut) in cea de-a treia ridicare topograficd militard a Austro-Ungariei ( 1869-1887). Sltua,tla prezentatd este in linii
mari aceeasi cu cea din a doua ridicare topografica militard a Imperiului Austriac. Exceptie fac anexele la drumul principal al satului, considerabil extinse. Zona
amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de cditre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft, 2016

B Fig. 5. Reprezentarea satului Rascruci (Vdlaszut) in cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887). Situatia prezentatd corespunde in mai mare mdsurd urmelor pe care
le aflam la ora actuald pe sit. Apar noi ulite si parceldri care se interpun intre domeniul castelului si raul Borsa. De asemenea, spre nord par sa apard delimitdri in
cadrul fostului domeniu. Suprafata terenului care pare sd fie aferenta castelului (marcat Schl.) e comparabild cu suprafata actuald a parcului, cu exceptia faptului
cdin epocd pare sa se fi extins pand la calea feratd. Amprenta castelului corespunde formei actuale a acestuia. Lacul este deja prezent, iar alei sinuoase la sud
de acesta sugereazd o amenajare ale cdrei intentii nu mai sunt utilitare. Desenul lor poate fi caracteristic unei amenajari in stil romantic, specific epocii. Zona
amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de céitre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2016

W Figure 4. Representation of Rascruci (Vdlaszat) Village in the 3 Military Survey of Austro-Hungary (1869-1887). The presented situation is largely the same with
the one in the 2nd Military Survey. Exceptions are the outbuildings next to the main village road, considerably expanded. The area of the studied site is shown
(by the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft,, 2016

W Figure 5. Representation of Rascruci (Vdlaszut) Village in the Mapping of the Kingdom of Hungary (1869-1887). The presented situation corresponds to a larger
degree with the traces found currently on the site. New streets and plots appear, interposed between the manor house’s estate and the Borsa River. Also, to
the north there seem to appear delimitations within the former estate. The area that seems to belong to the manor house (signalled with Schl.) is comparable
with the current surface of the park, with the exception of the fact that, at the time, it seems to have extended to the railway. The layout of the manor house
corresponds to its current shape. The lake is already present, and the winding alleys south of it suggest a landscaping whose intentions are no longer utilitarian.
Their drawing may be characteristic to a Romantic landscaping, specific to the period. The area of the studied site is shown (by the author) with a white line ©
Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft, 2016
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unui portic'® fatadei dinspre drum si largirea parcului din jurul caste-
lului, caruia i se imprima cu aceasta ocazie amprenta stilului mixt.!! ably in the 1830s, the “stables resem-
Proiectantul acestor transformari a fost Janos HEIN (BORDAS 2012). bling a mediaeval castle” (BORDAS

Despre parcul din Rascruci, Jézsef BIRO ne spune c era ,,plin cu flori 2012), visible in one of the drawings
of Kéroly SZATHMARI PAP’ (2012,

.12
§1 inecat in culori”; 183), published in 1842, could have
— castelul a fost nationalizat dupa cel de-al doilea razboi mondial, iar been built. Setting as its construc-
la sfargitul anilor 1960, in scopuri didactice, a fost restaurat (si mo- tion time the years 1820, Jézsef BIRO

dificat prin construirea unei scari din beton armat) (BORDAS 2012); oz (e @osienee of i shibls,
resembling a fortress, at the time

— Intre anii 1967-2006, in castel a functionat o scoala speciala, clasele when his book, Erdélyi kastélyok, was
V-VIII, pentru copii cu deficiente mentale. O cladire anexa adapostea published;®

dormitoarele gi alte constructii anexe existau de asemenea in incinta. —in 1850, the mansion in Rascruci came
into the possession of Baron Albert

daderea numarului levi si dorin valorifi ntr li- .
Scdderea numa ulu dee evi g dorinta dAe a valorifica peAt u Pub BANFFY (1816-1886),"the son of Baron
cul larg castelul gi domeniul au condus, in anul 2006, la inchiderea Gyohey BANEFY, The mansion, dam:
scolii, transferarea elevilor ramasi la alte scoli speciale din munici- aged during the events in 1848-1849,
piul Cluj-Napoca si exprimarea intentiei de concesionare a domeniu- needed reconstructions in the 1850s.

The works continued in 1870, with
the help of engineer Marton KEREKES
(BORDAS 2012). In his book, Erdélyi

lui, cu tatonarea unor programe posibil de gazduit aici. La vremea

10 In cazul in care termenul de portic defineste precis constructia in epocd, ea nu s-a

pastrat sub aceasta forma, in prezent fiind un corp inchis, ale carui goluri sunt inchise 7 Karoly SZATHMARI PAP (1812-1887), paint-
cu tAmplarie. er, lithographer and photographer.

11 Considerat astfel de autoare, in detrimentul stilului peisager, datorita suprafetei relativ 8 “Mais ﬁll alz 1820 té}iléll{{,égfl‘ﬂﬁty erdditett Vémﬁll)k
mici a parcului si prezentei consistente de amenajari cu caracter formal geometric. tetsz6 hatalmas istdll6” ("The enormous stab-

by les, built around 1820, resemblin a fortress,
12 ,,a virdgokkal telehalmozott, szinekben diiskalé Gjabb valaszuti park” (BIRO 1944, 115) are still standing today”) (BIRO 194g4, 83).

(,parcul mai recent din Rascruci, plin cu flori i inecat in culori” — traducerea autoarei). 9 Married to Agnes ESTERHAZY.
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kastélyok, Jozsef BIRO records the re-
construction works as done in Baroque
style (1944, 82-83);

— in 1870, Baron Adam BANFFY (1847-
1887) married Maria WESSELENYI,
moving into the mansion in Rascruci.
We owe him the most important
modifications of the building (the
upper floor and the Eclectic eleva-
tions), which in the end defined the
current aspect of the manor house. He
also created the interior with wooden
decorations, along with other ceramic
decorative objects, including two tiled
stoves. The redesign works, started in
1875, lasted probably until 1887, car-
ried out successfully with the help of
Lajos HORVATH, an architect from
Cluj-Napoca (BORDAS 2012);

— in 1887, Baron Albert BANFFY (1871-
1945), the son of Ad4am BANFFY, took
over the manor house. Together with
his wife, Charlotte MONTBACH, he
“made some transformations to the
manor house at the beginning of the
20" century” (BORDAS 2012): creat-
ing several mansard rooms, the place-
ment of a portico!® on the elevation
facing the road, and the expansion
of the manor house park, which was
imprinted on this occasion with a
mixed style landscape design.'' The
designer of these transformations was

10 In case the term portico defines specifically the

1

-

construction at the time, it was not preserved
as such, currently being a closed volume, with
the openings closed by joineries.

Thus considered by the author, over the land-
scaped style, because of the relatively small
area of the park and the consistent presence of
formal arrangements.
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respectivd, un centru de conferinte sau un teren de golf se numarau
printre functiunile vehiculate in sedintele Consiliului Judetean (Cas-
telul din Rascruci 2008). Fana in prezent, aceste intentii au ramas
nematerializate.

Peisaj

B Satul Rascruci, apartindnd comunei Bontida, este situat in Podisul So-
mesan, pe valea rAului Borga, care traverseaza agezarea pe directia vest-
est. La est de Rascruci, pe directia sud-nord, se desfasoara valea Somegu-
lui Mic, in care rdul Borsa se revarsa. Dealuri se inalta inspre nord-vest si
sud-est si, de asemenea, la est, dincolo de valea Somesului Mic. Cea mai
remarcabild componenta a peisajului antropic o constituie domeniul cas-
telului Banffy din Bontida, situat la est de Rascruci, dincolo de Somegsul
Mic, si cu care sunt stabilite relatii vizuale semnificative de pe domeniul
castelului Banffy din Rascruci (fig. 1).

Amplasament

B Pozitia amplasamentului in cadrul hotarelor satului, forma generala a
sitului si caracterul limitelor sale s-au modificat odatad cu dezvoltarea ase-
zarii i sub impulsul desfasurarii evenimentelor istorice. Astfel, de la un
amplasament de suprafata mai restrinsa gi in pozitie periferica in secolul
al XVIII-lea (fig. 2), evolueaza in secolul al XIX-lea la un amplasament de
suprafata considerabil mai extinsa intr-o pozitie in continuare periferica
(fig. 3-4), si ajunge pe parcursul secolelor XX si XXI in pozitie cvasi-cen-
trald, dar cu o suprafata micgorata (fig. 5-6, foto 1).

Prima ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-
1787) (fig. 2) prezinta intregul sat pozitionat la vest de drumul principal
si in cea mai mare parte la nord de rAul Borsa. Domeniul castelului Banffy
este singurul amplasat la est de drumul principal, la iegirea inspre nord
din sat. Un drum secundar, ulterior alterat, delimiteaza domeniul la nord,
facand legatura cu Bontida. In aceasta etapa situl este prezentat ca avand

0

. . cale ferata

. drumuri

limite aproximative
ale asezarilor

‘... suprafetele parcurilor
1 - parcul castelului Banffy din Rascruci
2 - parcul castelului Banffy din Bontida

raul Borsa

500 1000 2000 m

BONTIDA

Juc-Herghelie
L g

M Fig. 6. Reprezentare schematicd a satelor Rdscruci si Bontida, cu marcarea suprafetelor aproximative, actuale, ale parcurilor castelelor Bdnffy (scala grafica
reprezentatd este estimativd) © Andreea MILEA

M Figure 6. Schematic representation of Rdscruci and Bontida Villages, highlighting the approximate current surfaces of the parks belonging the two Bdnffy
Manor Houses (the represented graphic scale is estimative) © Andreea MILEA
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raul Somesul Mic

raul Borsa -+

B Foto 1. Ortofotografia satului Rascruci (2015). Conturul gri reprezintd amplasamentul ansamblului castelului Banffy (insemndrile grafice si textuale sunt
addugate de catre autoare, scala graficd reprezentatd este estimativd) © 2016 Google, 2016 Digital Globe © Andreea MILEA

B Photo 1. Orthophoto of Rascruci Village (2015). The gray contour represents the site of the Bdnffy Manor House ensemble (the graphic and textual notes belong to
the author, the represented graphic scale is estimative) © 2016 Google, 2016 Digital Globe © Andreea MILEA

o forma trapezoidala, aproape rectangulara, lipsit fiind de amenajari inve-
cinate, cu exceptia drumurilor amintite. Janos HEIN (BORDAS 2012). About
Cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militard a Imperiului Austriac the park in Rascruci, Jézsef BIRO

(1806-1869) (fig. 3) prezinta o situatie mult diferita. Suprafata ocupata de tells us that it was “full of flowers and
e . . o . .. ~ A s drowned in colours”;?

amenajdrile satului pare sa fie una mai extinsa. Asa incat si la est de dru- Co
o . . . . . —the manor house was nationalised

mul principal al satului, suprafata te}‘enulu1 ocupat si amenajat se ampli- after World War II, and at the end of

fica. La nord de resedinta familiei BANFFY, drumul secundar de legatura the 1960s, for educational purposes,

cu Bontida nu mai este reprezentat, parand a fi dezafectat®® si facand loc it was restored (and modified through

extinderii spre nord a domeniului, cu o suprafata aglomerata cu diverse the construction of a reinforced con-

N p . R p . t 'g o ; crete stairway) (BORDAS 2012);
constructii, probabil anexe. Comparandu-1 cu situatia prezentata in prima

ridicare topografica militard, domeniul pare sa se extinda considerabil si _
“a virdgokkal telehalmozott, szinekben diskalé

. . .. . . . . . Gjabb valaszati park” (“the more recent park in
13 Legaturi din drumul principal spre Bontida se regasesc in schimb mai la nord de e, full @ Alowens @l dhogmesl i colk

Rascruci. ours”) (BIRO 1944, 115).
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M Fig. 7. Dispunerea elementelor majore ale ansamblului castelului Bdnffy: 1 — poarta de acces, 2 - curtea de acces, cu urme de amenajdri formale, 3 - castelul
Bdnffy, 4 - constructii anexe, 5 — constructii anexe in ruind, 6 — parcul, 7 — urma fostului lac, 8 — arbori rdzleti pe peluza sudicd, 9 — bazinul ornamental din piatrd (pe
vremuri fdrtand arteziand), in dreptul teraselor orientate spre parc, 10 - exemplare de tuia, aliniate in dreptul teraselor orientate spre parc, 11 - urme ale traseului
fostei alei drepte in trepte (reconstituirea autoarei, suprapusd unei ortofotografii © GoogleEarth 2016; scala graficd reprezentatd este estimativd) © Andreea MILEA

M Figure 7. Placement of the major elements of the Bdnffy Manor House ensemble: 1 — access gate, 2 — access courtyard with traces of formal arrangements,

3 - Bdnffy Manor House, 4 — outbuildings, 5 - ruined outbuildings, 6 — park, 7 - the trace of the former lake, 8 - disparate trees on the southern lawn,

9 - ornamental stone basin (formerly a fountain), in front of the terraces opening on the park, 10 - thuja specimens, lined next to the terraces opening on the
park, 11— traces of the path of the former straight stepped alley (reconstruction of the author, superposed over an orthophoto: © GoogleEarth 2016;

the represented graphic scale is estimative) © Andreea MILEA

—between 1967 and 2006, a special
school, with grades V-VIII, for children
with mental disabilities, functioned
in the manor house. An outbuilding
housed the dormitories, other outbuild-
ings existing also within the premises.
The drop in the number of pupils and
the wish to use the building and the es-
tate for the general public led, in 2006,
to the closing of the school, the transfer
of the rest of the pupils to other special

spre est, cu o suprafatd care primeste diverse amenajari exterioare sub
forma de alei sau drumuri, precum si mici suprafete delimitate si diferen-
tiate ca reprezentare. Apare totodatd marcarea unei suprafete cu verde, ca
fiind destinata gradinilor, suprafata care se intinde catre sud pana la rdul
Borsa. Dacd toata aceasta suprafata a gradinilor sau cat din ea apartinea
domeniului castelului familiei BANFFY, pentru moment nu suntem in
masura a spune. Cateva constructii sunt reprezentate si in cadrul ei, una
evident amplasata la drumul principal al satului, iar o posibila delimitare,
de forma neregulata, este prezenta de asemenea, izoland zona tarmului
nordic al rAului Borga de restul domeniului. Prin urmare, in aceasta eta-
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W Fig. 8. Planul parter al castelului Banffy din Réscruci. Avénd drept referintd desenul publicat de Bedta BORDAS in lucrarea sa (2012), drept organizare spatiald a
conacului in prima jumdtate a secolului al XIX-lea identificatd pe baza inventarelor, planul a primit completdiri si corectdri efectuate pe baza observatiilor personale
ale autoarei (scala graficd reprezentatd este estimativd, la fel grosimile peretilor si dimensiunile golurilor reprezentate) © adatbank.ro © Andreea MILEA

W Figure 8. Ground floor plan of the Banffy Manor House in Rdscruci. Having as reference the drawing published by Bedta BORDAS in her work (2012) as spatial
organisation of the mansion in the first half of the 19th century identified based on the inventories, the plan was completed and corrected based on the
author’s personal observations (the represented graphic scale is estimative, as well as the wall thickness and the dimensions of the represented openings) ©

adatbank.ro © Andreea MILEA

pa, forma generald a amplasamentului este una neregulata. Daca la vest
amplasamentul este delimitat de curbura drumului principal al satului, la
nord si est limita ia forma clara a unor trasee drepte dispuse unul fata de
celalalt la unghi drept, iar spre sud limita se contureaza neregulat, fie sub
forma unor delimitari de terenuri cu destinatii diferite, fie dictata fiind
de meandrele rdului Borsa. Amenajari invecinate spre nord, est si sud nu
sunt reprezentate, iar la vest de drumul principal se desfagoard amenajari-
le satului, sporite si ele fata de ceea ce prezenta prima ridicare topografica
militara a Imperiului Habsburgic.

In ceea ce priveste amplasamentul,' cea de-a treia ridicare topografi-
ca militara a Austro-Ungariei (1869-1887) (fig. 4) nu prezintd modificari
majore fata de situatia descrisa anterior. in aceasta harti observam pentru
prima datd reprezentarea caii ferate, la est de sat si de domeniul castelului
familiei BANFFY.

In schimb, cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887) (fig. 5) indicd noi
impartiri ale terenului situat la est de drumul principal al satului, care
par sa fi condus la o redefinire a suprafetei si formei terenului aferent
castelului familiei BANFFY. Totodata, situatia prezentata de data aceasta

14 Localizare in cadrul agezarii, forma generala a sitului, caracterul limitelor.
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schools located in Cluj-Napoca, and
to the expression of the wish for the
concession of the estate, with the ex-
ploration of possible programmes to be
housed here. At the time, a conference
centre or a golf course were among the
functionalities that circulated within
the County Council meetings (Castelul
din Rascruci 2008). Until now, these in-
tentions have not yet been materialised.

Landscape

B The village of Rascruci, belonging to
Bontida Commune, is placed in the Some-
san Plateau, on the valley of Borsa River,
which crosses the settlement on a west-east
direction. To the east of Rascruci, on the
north-south direction, is the valley of the
Somesul Mic River, into which flows the
River Borsa. There are hills to the north-
west, south-east, and also to the east, across
the Somesgul Mic Valley. The most remark-
able component of the anthropic landscape




is the estate of the Banffy Manor House
in Bontida, found to the east of Rascruci,
across the Somesul Mic River, with which
important visual relationships are estab-
lished from the estate of the Banffy Manor
House in Rascruci (Figure 1).

Placement

B The position of the site within the bound-
aries of the village, its general shape, and
the characteristics of its limits were modi-
fied along with the development of the set-
tlement and under the impulse of histori-
cal events. Thus, from a site with a smaller
size, at the periphery, in the 18" century
(Figure 2), it evolved during the 19" cen-
tury into a considerably larger site, still at
the settlement’s periphery (Figures 3-4),
reaching during the 20" and 21% centuries
a quasi-central position, but with a reduced
area (Figures 5-6, Photo 1).

The 1¢* Military Survey of the Habs-
burg Empire (1763-1787) (Figure 2) shows
the entire village placed to the west of the
main road and mostly to the north of the
Borsa River. The estate of the Banffy Manor
House is the only one placed to the east of
the main road, towards the northern exit
from the village. A secondary road, sub-
sequently altered, limits the estate to the
north, making the connection with Bontida.
At this stage, the site is shown as having
a trapezoidal, almost rectangular shape,
without neighbouring elements, excepting
the above-mentioned roads.

The 274 Military Survey (1806-1869)
(Figure 3) shows a much different situation.
The surface occupied by the village seems
to be larger. Thus, to the east of the main
village road, the area of occupied and de-
veloped land is also increased. To the north
of the BANFFY family’s residence, the sec-
ondary road to Bontida is not shown any-
more, seeming to be disaffected”® and mak-
ing way for the expansion of the domain to
the north, with an area crowded with vari-
ous constructions, probably outbuildings.
Compared to the situation shown in the 1%
Military Survey, the estate seems to be also
considerably extended to the east, with an
area given various exterior design elements,
such as alleys or roads, as well as small
delimited areas and with a differentiated
representation. Also shown is a surface
marked with green, as being dedicated for
gardens, an area that extends to the Borsa
River. We are not able at the moment to say
if all this area of gardens, or what part of it
belonged to the estate of the Banffy Manor
House. Several buildings are also represent-
ed within it, one of them obviously placed
at the village’s main road, and a possible
delimitation, with an irregular shape, is
also present, isolating the area of the north-
ern shore of the Borsa River from the rest
of the domain. Therefore, at this stage, the
overall shape of the site is an irregular one.
While to the west the site is limited by the
curve of the main village road, to the north

13 Connections from the main road to Bontida
are found, on the other hand, to the north of
Rascruci.
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B Foto 2. llustratd de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, prezentdnd latura
esticd a castelului si amenajdrile parcului in vecindtatea acesteia. In prim plan observdm lacul cu
cdsutd pentru porumbei, iar in spatele ghizdului sdu de piatrd, coloana de apd a fantanii arteziene
© Monumente Uitate

B Photo 2. Postcard from the end of the 19" century, the beginning of the 20", showing the eastern
side of the manor house and the landscaping near it. In the foreground we notice the lake with the
birdhouse, and beyond its stone casing, the water column of the fountain © Monumente Uitate

Vilaszit Bédr6 Banify kastély

B Foto 3. llustratd de la sfdrsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, prezentand latura
esticd a castelului si amenajdrile parcului in vecindtatea acesteia. Vegetatia in dreptul teraselor este
mai consistentd decat in ilustrata prezentatd anterior, prin doud exemplare de tuia, aproape de
indltimea unui nivel al cladirii, flancand terasa prin pozitia lor simetricd fata de axul fatadei
© Monumente Uitate

B Photo 3. Postcard from the end of the 19" century, the beginning of the 20", showing the eastern
side of the manor house and the park elements near it. The vegetation next to the terraces is more
consistent than in the first postcard, through two thuja specimens, almost reaching the height of
one level of the building, flanking the terrace through their position, simmetrically in relation to the
elevation’s axis © Monumente Uitate

corespunde in mai mare masura celei actuale. Astfel, noi ulite si parcelari
se interpun intre domeniul castelului si rAul Borsa, iar spre nord apar de
asemenea delimitari in cadrul fostului domeniu. Ipoteza ca aceste delimi-
tari sa separe doar zona reprezentativa a ansamblului, formata din curtea
de acces, resedinta si parc, de zona utilitara sau a functiunilor anexe ale
domeniului, este plauzibila i ea. Suprafata terenului care pare sa fie afe-
renta castelului (marcat pe hartd cu abrevierea germana Schl.) e compara-
bila cu suprafata actuala a parcului, cu exceptia faptului ca in epoca pare
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B Foto 4. Fotografie de la sfdrsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, infdtisand terasele suprapuse adosate laturii estice a castelului si amenajdrile

B Foto 5. Fotografie de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, infdtisand terasele suprapuse adosate laturii estice a castelului si amenajdrile

imediat aldturate © Arhivele Nationale Cluj, Roméania

B Photo 4. Photo from the end of the 19" century, the beginning of the 20", showing the superposed terraces connected to the eastern elevation of the manor house

and the landscape design elements near them © adatbank.ro

B Photo 5. Photo from the end of the 19" century, the beginning of the 20", showing the superposed terraces connected to the eastern elevation of the manor house

and the landscape design elements near them © National Archives, Cluj, Romania

sd se fi extins pana la calea ferata. Astfel, forma amplasamentului este
una aproximativ dreptunghiulara, alungita pe directia vest-est, iar limitele
au un caracter mai variat decit padna acum: la vest, drumul principal al
satului; la nord si sud, ulite si drumuri cu diverse alte utilizari (cel mai
probabil rezidentiale si agricole); iar spre est, calea ferata.

Fatd de suprafata terenului reprezentata ca fiind aferenta castelului
in Cartarea Regatului Maghiar, in prezent (foto 1), limita estica a situ-
lui este retrasa de la calea feratd, dobandind totodata un traseu frint. De
asemenea, alte ulite s-au mai conturat de-a lungul timpului, ajungand sa
inconjoare situl pe toate laturile sale. Daca la vest situl este delimitat in
continuare de drumul principal al satului, la nord, sud si partial est, uli-
tele despart amplasamentul castelului de alte proprietati construite, iar
raul Borsa delimiteaza si el partial latura estica a sitului, dincolo de el
intinzdndu-se terenuri agricole.

Relief local si dispunerea elementelor majore

B Terenul parcului castelului Banffy din Rascruci coboara dinspre vest
spre est, adica dinspre drumul principal al satului in directia albiei So-
mesului Mic, situatie fireascd amplasamentelor aflate in vale de rdu. Dife-
renta de nivel dintre partile vestica gi esticd a sitului este in jur de 8 m.*
Daca in prezent aceasta diferenta de nivel este preluata relativ continuu
pe teren (exceptand accidentarile inerente datorate neintretinerii), ilustra-
te de la inceputul secolului al XX-lea ne arata sistematizari verticale ale
terenului: de-a lungul aleilor (cel putin una dintre alei) prin amenajari de
trepte (foto 6) gi printr-un zid de sprijin al terenului constituindu-se toto-
data in capatul vestic al lacului din parc (foto 2-3).

15 Conform masuratorilor aproximate cu ajutorul instrumentelor GoogleEarth pe vederea
aeriana a sitului.
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and east the limit takes the clear shape of
straight lines placed at a right angle, to the
south, the limit having an irregular con-
tour, either in the shape of limits for areas
with various destinations, or being dictated
by the windings of the Borsa River. There
are not neighbouring developments to the
north, east and south of the estate, and to
the west of the main road there is the vil-
lage, larger than what was shown in the 1¢
Military Survey.

In terms of placement, the 3¢ Mili-
tary Survey of Austro-Hungary (1869-1887)
(Figure 4) does not show major alterations
from the situation described above. In this
map we notice for the first time the railway,
shown to the east of the village and of the
estate of the Banffy Manor House.

However, the Mapping of the Kingdom
of Hungary (1869-1887) (Figure 5) shows
new divisions of the land east of the main
village road, which seems to have led to the
redefinition of the area and shape of the
land belonging to the estate of the Bénffy
Manor House. Also, the situation presented
this time corresponds to the current one to
a larger extent. Thus, new streets and plots
are placed between the manor house’s es-
tate and the Borsa River, and delimitations
within the former estate also appear to the
north. The hypothesis that these delimita-
tions would only separate the representa-
tive area of the ensemble, formed by the
access courtyard, the residence, and the

14 Placement within the settlement, the overall
shape of the site, the characteristics of the
limits.



park, from the utilitarian area or of auxilia-
ry functions of the estate, is also plausible.
The area that seems to belong to the manor
house (signalled with the German abbre-
viation Schl.) is comparable with the cur-
rent surface of the park, with the exception
that at the time it seems to have extended
to the railway. Thus, the site’s shape is an
approximately rectangular one, elongated
on the west-east direction, and the limits
have a much more varied aspect than until
now: to the west the main village road; to
the north and south alleys and roads with
various uses (most probably residential and
agricultural); and to the east, the railway.

Compared to the area of the land rep-
resented as belonging to the manor house
in the Mapping of the Kingdom of Hungary,
currently (Photo 1), the eastern edge of the
site is retreated from the railway, having
also a broken course. Also, other alleys
have been contoured over time, getting to
surround the site on all its sides. While to
the west the site is still limited by the main
road of the village, to the north, south, and
partially to the east, the streets separate the
manor house site from other built proper-
ties, and the Borsa River also partially lim-
its the eastern side of the site, with agricul-
tural fields beyond.

Local relief and the placement of
major elements

B The terrain of the Banffy Manor House
in Rascruci descends from west to east,
i.e. from the main village road towards the
Somesul Mic riverbed, a natural situation
for sites found in river valleys. The differ-
ence in height between the western and
eastern sides of the site is approximately
of 8 m.”> While at present this difference in
height is relatively continuously taken over
on the terrain (excepting inherent irregu-
larities caused by a lack of maintenance),
postcards from the beginning of the 20%
century show vertical systematisations of
the land: along the alleys (at least one of
the alleys) through the placement of steps
(Photo 6) and through a support wall for the
terrain, which was also the western end of
the park lake (Photos 2-3).

The 1t Military Survey of the Habsburg
Empire (1769-1773) (Figure 2) shows on
the site only the residence (with a rotated
T-shaped layout) and another building
(probably an outbuilding), placed within a
planted garden.

The 2 Military Survey (1806-1869)
(Figure 3) chromatically separates the
northern side of the site (ochre, probably
a service courtyard) from the southern one
(green, probably a garden, be it utilitarian
or leisure garden). In the northern area, that
of the courtyard, 5 other buildings are pre-
sent besides the residence itself, of which
2 (drawn in black) are remarkable through
their size and layout: a building with a cru-
ciform layout in the north-eastern side of

15 According to the measurements approximated
using with GoogleEarth tools on the aerial
view of the site.
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B Foto 6. Fotogrdfie de la sfdrsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, infdtisand aleea
dreaptd cu trepte, condusd de-a lungul laturii nordice a amplasamentului © Arhivele Nationale Cluj,
Romania

B Photo 6. Photo from the end of the 19" century, the beginning of the 20, showing the straight
stepped alley, along the northern edge of the site © National Archives, Cluj, Romania
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B Foto 7. Fotografie de la sfdrsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, infdtisand lacul
privit dinspre castel © Arhivele Nationale Cluj, Romdnia

B Photo 7. Photo from the end of the 19" century, the beginning of the 20", showing the lake seen from
the manor house © National Archives, Cluj, Romania

Prima ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1769-
1773) (fig. 2) prezinta pe amplasament doar regedinta (plan T rotit) si inca
o constructie (probabil anexa), dispuse in cadrul unei gradini plantate.

Cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Austriac
(1806-1869) (fig. 3) separa cromatic zona nordicd a sitului (ocru, proba-
bil curte utilitara) de cea sudica (verde, probabil gradina, fie ea utilitara
sau de agrement). in zona nordici, a curtii, pe langa resedinta propriu-
zisa, sunt prezente inca 5 constructii, dintre care 2 (desenate cu negru)
se remarca prin amploare si configuratie planimetrica: o constructie cu
plan cruciform in partea nord-estica a sitului si o constructie lunga la
drumul principal al satului, intorcdndu-se in L de-a lungul laturii nordice
a amplasamentului gi avAnd mici aripi proeminente si spre curte. Aceasta
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M Foto 8. Fotografie de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, infdtisand lacul pe
timp de iarnd © Arhivele Nationale Cluj, Romdania

B Photo 8. Photo from the end of the 19" century, the beginning of the 20", showing the lake in winter
© National Archives, Cluj, Romania

din urma, cel mai probabil, era cladirea grajdului.’® in partea sudica a
gradinii, observam alte 4 constructii despre apartenenta carora la situl
castelului nu suntem siguri. Doua zone particulare mai remarcdm pe am-
plasament, ambele pardnd a fi conturate ca amenajari de preluare a unor
diferente de nivel (posibil rambleu sau debleu): prima, circulara, imediat
la est de resedinta; cea de-a doua, mai la sud-est de prima si totodata la
contactul dintre curte gi gradina, de forma dreptunghiulara.

Cea de-a treia ridicare topografica militara a Austro-Ungariei (1869-
1887) (fig. 4) nu prezinta modificari substantiale in ceea ce priveste dis-
punerea elementelor majore ale amenajarii. Suprafata gradinii pare sa fie
micgorata, retragdndu-se spre est.

Cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887) (fig. 5), cu reorganizarea limi-
telor amplasamentului deja amintite,” prezinta si elemente noi ale ame-
najarii. Astfel, la est de castel, pare deja sa se intinda lacul, de dimensiuni
considerabile, iar jumatatea sudica a amplasamentului pare sa fie ocupata
de o retea de alei sinuoase. Totodata, ilustrate si fotografii de la sfarsitul
secolului al XIX-lea sau inceputul secolului al XX-lea (foto 2, 6-7) ne in-
dica pozitia altor elemente ale amenajarii: fantana arteziana dispusa intre
castel si lac, aleea dreapta in trepte de-a lungul laturii nordice a sitului,
dar si un foigor situat pe tarmul nordic al lacului.

In prezent (fig. 7), se pastreaza pe sit poarta de acces, cladirea castelu-
lui, urme ale amenajarii curtii de acces (foto 9), bazinul de piatra constitu-
ind baza fostei fantani arteziene (foto 16), urma aleii drepte in trepte (foto
13), urma lacului sub forma unei portiuni mlagtinoase, precum si cateva
cladiri anexe. Arborii prezenti pe sit (foto 10, 17) pot fi supravietuitori ai
fostei amenajari, dar sunt in mod sigur si exemplare mai tinere.

Amenajarile de acces

B Amenajarile de acces in parc gi la castel vor fi evoluat de-a lungul tim-
pului. Prima ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-
1787) (fig. 2) nu prezinta amenajari de acces. Aga cum am mai amintit

16 Ne reamintim ci Dénes BANFFY, proprietar al castelului intre anii 1832-1850, adusese
aici herghelia de la Bontida (BORDAS 2012). Vedem aceasti cladire intr-un desen
publicat de Karoly SZATHMARI PAP in 1842 (2012, 183).

17 A se vedea Amplasament.
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the site and a long building at the village’s
main road, turning in an L shape along the
northern side of the site, and having small
prominent wings towards the courtyard.
Most probably, the latter was the stable
building.’ In the southern area of the gar-
den, 4 other buildings can be noticed, with-
out being sure if they belonged or not to
the manor house site. Two particular areas
can also be noticed on the site, both seem-
ing to be shaped as arrangements for taking
over differences of level (possibly mounds
or excavations): the first one, circular, right
at the east of the manor house; the second
one, to the south-east of the first and also at
the connection point between the courtyard
and the garden, with a rectangular shape.

The 3™ Military Survey (1869-1887) (Fig-
ure 4) does not show any changes regarding
the placement of the ensemble’s major ele-
ments. The surface of the garden seems to be
reduced, withdrawing eastward.

The Mapping of the Kingdom of Hun-
gary (1869-1887) (Figure 5), with the al-
ready mentioned reorganisations of the
site’s limits,”” shows new design elements
as well. Thus, east of the manor house, the
lake, of considerable size, seems to already
be there, and the southern half of the site
seems to have a network of winding alleys.
Moreover, postcards and photos from the
end of the 19" century, the beginning of the
20" (Photos 2, 6-7) show us the position of
other design elements: the fountain placed
between the manor house and the lake, the
straight stepped alley along the northern
side of the site, and also a gazebo located
on the northern shore of the lake.

At present (Figure 7), the access gate,
the manor house building, traces of the
entrance courtyard elements (Photo 9), the
stone basin that was the base of the former
fountain (Photo 16), the trace of the straight
stepped alley (Photo 13), the trace of the
lake as a marsh area, as well as several
outbuildings are preserved on the site. The
trees present on the site (Photos 10, 17) may
be survivors of the former landscaping, but
there are surely younger specimens too.

Access elements

B The elements of access to the park and
manor house must have evolved over time.
The 1% Military Survey (1763-1787) (Figure 2)
does not show any access elements. As we
already mentioned (see Placement), the main
road of the village and a secondary road do
define, at this stage, two limits of the site,
from which the access was surely ensured.
Neither the 2" nor the 3 Military Sur-
vey (1806-1869, respectively 1869-1887)
(Figures 3-4) are richer in information re-
garding access elements. Although alleys
begin to be represented on the site, they are
not connected to the road limiting the site,

16 We remember that Dénes BANFFY, owner
of the manor house between 1832 and 1850,
brought here the stud from Bontida (BORDAS
2012). We see this building in a drawing
published by Kéroly SZATHMARI PAP in
1842 (2012, 183).

17 See Placement.



to which, naturally, a point of access must
have existed. We may try to delimit the ac-
cess area, excluding the built portions of the
side next to the road. Thus, in the 22 Mili-
tary Survey, a rather large portion, placed
more or less next to the residence (rotated
T-shaped layout), could have housed the ac-
cess. In the 3 Military Survey, this portion
narrows substantially, with the expansion
of the buildings to the road. The hypothesis
that the access was made through the build-
ing placed along the road is also plausible. It
may be that, at this time, there were no con-
sistent access elements, these being assimi-
lated with a courtyard whose main purpose
was that of circulation or crossing; in this
case, both the alleys shown on the maps, as
well as the chromatic differentiation of the
areas (ochre/green) may have suggested this
transition from the undesigned area of the
access courtyard to the landscaped area.
The Mapping of the Kingdom of Hun-
gary (1869-1887) (Figure 5), showing a situ-
ation similar to that existing at present on
the site, seems to indicate a possible area
of access from the main road of the village
right in front of the manor house. Thus,
two buildings of similar size seem to flank
the entrance area, placed on the axis of the
western elevation of the manor house.
Currently, the access to the site is made
from the village’s main road, approximately
on the axis of the western elevation. The
gate (Photo 12), with wrought iron wings,
has a Baroque character. Over the wings
there is a frame, currently empty, but with-
in which was once the BANFFY family coat
of arms (BORDAS 2012). In front of the en-
trance to the site, on the right side, there is
an outbuilding. The access courtyard has a
slightly raised round lawn, enhanced with
one thuja (Photo 9), which is also placed on
the western elevation’s axis, at approx. half
the distance between the main road and the
manor house. This placed, the round lawn
can direct the traffic of vehicles within the
access courtyard, allowing them to turn
and leave the passengers at the entrance. At
the moment we are unable to say if such
a design formula formerly existed for the
entrance courtyard, but directing the vehi-
cle traffic in this manner was not foreign
to aristocratic residences. The entrance to
the manor house (Photo 11) is housed by a
ground floor wing next to the western ele-
vation, placed on the axis of symmetry. The
eastern elevation houses the connection
between the interior of the manor house
and the park, through the covered terrace
of the ground floor, connected to the terrain
through two arched stairways. Secondary,
utilitarian accesses are placed on the west-
ern and southern sides of the manor house.

The manor house and its relation-
ship with the landscape design

B At present, we cannot say how the summer
residence, constituting the basis of the pre-
sent manor house’s construction, looked like.
A drawing made by Kéroly SZATHMARI PAP,
published in 1842, apparently taken from the
main village road, suggests an extremely con-
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B Foto 9. Curtea de acces in dreptul fatadei vestice a castelului © Monumente Uitate, cca. 2010
B Photo 9. Access courtyard next to the manor house’s western elevation © Monumente Uitate, approx. 2010

(vezi Amplasament), drumul principal al satului si un drum secundar se
constituie in aceasta etapa ca doua limite ale sitului, din care, evident, se
va fi asigurat accesul.

Nici cea de-a doua si cea de-a treia dintre ridicarile topografice militare
(1806-1869, respectiv 1869-1887) (fig. 3-4) nu sunt mai bogate in infor-
matii privind amenajarile de acces. Desi pe sit incep sa fie reprezentate
alei, acestea nu se leagd de drumul marginitor al sitului la care, in mod
firesc, un punct de acces pe sit trebuie sa fi existat. Putem incerca sa de-
limitam zona de acces, excluzand portiunile construite ale laturii sitului
adiacenta drumului. Astfel, in cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militara
a Imperiului Austriac, o portiune destul de consistenta, dispusa mai mult
sau mai putin in dreptul resedintei (plan T rotit), ar fi putut primi accesul.
In cea de-a treia ridicare topografica militard a Austro-Ungariei, aceas-
ta portiune se ingusteaza substantial, odata cu extinderea constructiilor
la drum. Este plauzibila gi ipoteza accesului prin cladirea dispusa de-a
lungul drumului. Se poate cd, in aceastd epoca, amenajari consistente de
acces nici nu existau, acestea fiind asimilate unei curti al carei principal
scop era de circulatie, traversare; in acest caz, atat aleile reprezentate in
harti, cat si diferentierea cromatica a suprafetelor (ocru/verde) se poate sa
fi sugerat tocmai trecerea de la zona neamenajatd a curtii de acces la zona
cu amenajari.

Cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887) (fig. 5), prezentand o situa-
tie comparabild cu cea existenta la ora actuald pe amplasament, pare sa
indice o posibila zona de acces din drumul principal al satului chiar in
dreptul castelului. Astfel, doua constructii de dimensiuni echivalente par
sd flancheze zona intrarii, dispuséa in axul fatadei vestice a castelului.

In prezent, accesul pe amplasament se face din drumul principal al
satului, aproximativ in axul fatadei vestice. Poarta (foto 12), cu batantii
din fier forjat, are caracter baroc. Deasupra batantilor este fixat un cadru,
in prezent gol, dar in care odinioara se afla blazonul familiei BANFFY
(BORDAS 2012). In dreptul intrarii pe amplasament, in partea dreapta,
se afla o constructie anexa. Curtea de acces este amenajata cu un rondou
ugor inaltat, punctat cu un exemplar de tuia (foto 9). Rondoul este situat
si el in axul fatadei vestice, pe la jumatatea distantei dintre drumul prin-
cipal si castel. Pozitionat astfel, rondoul poate dirija circulatia vehiculelor
in curtea de acces, permitadnd intoarcerea acestora, cu lasarea la scard a
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M Foto 10. Arbori rdzleti pe peluza sudicd a castelului © Andreea MILEA, 2008
W Photo 10. Scattered trees on the manor house’s southern lawn © Andreea MILEA, 2008

pasagerilor. Daca pe vremuri va fi existat o astfel de formula de amenajare
a curtii de acces, pentru moment nu suntem in mésura a spune, dar un
astfel de mod de dirijare a circulatiei vehiculelor nu era strdin regedintelor
nobiliare. Intrarea in castel (foto 11) este gazduita de corpul parter adosat
fatadei vestice, situata fiind in axul de simetrie. Fatada estica gazduieste
legatura interiorului castelului cu parcul, prin intermediul terasei acope-
rite a parterului, legata de teren prin intermediul a doua rampe arcuite de
trepte. Accese secundare, utilitare, sunt amenajate pe laturile vestica si
nordica ale castelului.

Castelul si relatia lui cu amenajarile exterioare

B Cum va fi aratat resedinta de vara care a stat la baza construirii actu-
alului castel, nu suntem in prezent in masura sa spunem. O reprezenta-
re de Karoly SZATHMARI PAP, publicati in 1842, surprinsa aparent din
drumul principal al satului, sugereaza un front extrem de consistent, care,
conform informatiilor transmise de hartile istorice ale perioadei,' ar apar-
tine unor anexe, cel mai probabil grajdului, si nu resedintei, care s-ar afla
undeva in spatele acestui corp construit consistent.

Hartile istorice disponibile ne permit totusi cateva aprecieri privind
planimetria generala a resedintei. in toate cele trei ridicari topografice mi-

18 Cea de-a doua si cea de-a treia dintre ridicdrile topografice militare a Imperiului
Habsburgic (1806-1869, respectiv 1869-1887) (fig. 3-4).
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sistent building front, which, according to
the information from the period’s historical
maps,'® belonged to some outbuildings, most
probably to the stables, and not to the resi-
dence, which would be situated behind this
consistent building block.

The available historical maps however
allow us some considerations regarding
the general layout of the residence. In all
three military surveys (from 1763-1787,
from 1806-1869, and from 1869-1887) (Fig-
ures 2-4), the residence is shown with a T-
shaped layout, with the arms of the T on
the north-south direction and with a short
leg pointing to the valley of the Somegul
Mic River. The Mapping of the Kingdom
of Hungary (Figure 5), declared as contem-
porary with the 3* Military Survey (1869-
1887), but, through its content, obviously
subsequent and updated, already shows
the manor house building with a modified
layout. A short leg is added to the previous
T shape, towards the main road, result-
ing in a configuration that is closer to the
one we find at present: a rectangular lay-
out oriented with the long side on a north-

18 The 2" and the 3 Military Surveys (1806-
1869, respectively 1869-1887) (Figures 3-4).



south direction, with a prominent wing in
the axis of each of the western and eastern
elevations. The volume, already visible in
the postcards from the beginning of the 20"
century (Photos 2-3), reveals differentiated
heights: ground floor and upper floor for
the main building part and only ground
floor for the prominent wings placed in the
axis of both the western and eastern eleva-
tions." The prominent building part of the
western elevation houses the vestibule of
the main entrance to the manor house. The
prominent wing of the eastern elevation is,
in fact, an open building, housing at ground
floor level a covered terrace and at upper
floor level an uncovered terrace. Also, the
main wing is not a perfect rectangle. Each
of the western and eastern sides has three
jutties: a central one, preceding the promi-
nent ground floor wing of each elevation,
and two lateral ones. The general volume,
and also the western and eastern elevations
are symmetrically organised, following the
same axis. Even if some of the detailed con-
struction components have suffered altera-
tions during the 20" century,? this volume
configuration of the manor house has sur-
vived to this day. In this configuration, the
main device for the relationship with the
outside consists in the prominent wing of
the terraces, adjacent to the eastern eleva-
tion of the manor house (Figure 8).

The covered terrace corresponding to
the ground floor is considerably raised from
the level of the terrain, due to the fact that
the terrain slope falls to the east. The con-
nection with the terrain is made through
two symmetrical, arched stairways. In a
direct connection with the former dining
room, the terrace has the appearance of
an exterior room, due to it being covered,
but also to the columns that line it. In the
period photographs (Photos 4-5), we can
observe that this terrace was consistently
furnished with benches, small tables, pots
for decorative plants which were placed on
the floor, between the columns, and were
doubled by other suspended pots. Taking
into account its eastern orientation, we can
assume that during the hot summer after-
noons, this terrace was an extremely agree-
able place for leisure and conversation. The
fact that it faced the park, as well as the
proximity of its main elements (the foun-
tain, the lake) could only contribute to the
agreeable character of this place. The upper
floor terrace, supported by the ground floor
columns, besides facing the park, takes
advantage of its height: from its level, the
view opens on the entire park and further
on the Banffy Manor House Park in Bontida.

19 As proven also by the openings placed under
the level of the raised ground floor, the manor
house also has a basement, at least under
the print of the main rectangular wing, if not
under its entire print.

20 The modification of the roof covering mate-
rial (from shingles to metal sheet), the formal
simplification of certain pieces, such as the
endings of the parapets from the stairs of the
covered ground floor terrace, the disappear-
ance of the decorative flowerpots both from
the parapet of the upper floor terrace and
from the wall delimiting the lake towards the
manor house.
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litare (din 1763-1787, din 1806-1869 si din 1869-1887) (fig. 2-4) resedinta
apare ca avand un plan in T, cu bratele T-ului pe directia nord-sud si cu
picior scurt indreptat spre valea Somesului Mic. Cartarea Regatului Ma-
ghiar (fig. 5), declarativ contemporana celei de-a treia ridicari topografice
militare a Austro-Ungariei (1869-1887) dar, prin continut, evident ulteri-
oara si actualizata fatd de aceasta, prezinta deja cladirea castelului sub o
forma planimetrica modificata. T-ului anterior i se adauga un picior scurt
si spre drumul principal, rezultand astfel o configuratie mai apropiata de
cea pe care o regasim in prezent: un plan dreptunghiular orientat cu latura
lunga pe directia nord-sud, avand céte un corp proeminent in axul fieca-
reia dintre fatadele vestica si estica. Aspectul volumetric, vizibil deja in
ilustratele de la inceputul secolului al XX-lea (foto 2-3), ne releva inaltimi-
le diferentiate: parter si etaj pentru corpul principal si doar parter pentru
corpurile proeminente situate in axul fiecareia dintre fatadele vestica si
estica.' Corpul proeminent al fatadei vestice adaposteste vestibulul intra-
rii principale in castel. Corpul proeminent al fatadei estice este, de fapt,
un corp deschis, adapostind la nivelul parterului o terasa acoperits, iar la
nivelul etajului o terasa descoperita. Totodata, corpul principal nu este un
dreptunghi perfect. Fiecare dintre laturile vestica si estica dispune de céte
trei rezalituri: unul central, premergator corpului proeminent parter al
fiecarei fatade si doua laterale. Volumul general, dar si fatadele vestica si
esticd sunt organizate simetric, dupa acelagi ax. Chiar daca unele compo-
nente constructive de detaliu au suferit modificari pe parcursul secolului
al XX-lea,?® aceasta configuratie volumetricd a castelului a supravietuit
pana in zilele noastre. In aceasta configuratie, dispozitivul principal de re-
lationare cu exteriorul il constituie corpul proeminent, al teraselor, adosat
fatadei estice a castelului (fig. 8).

Terasa acoperita corespunzand parterului este considerabil inaltata de
la teren, datorita caderii acestuia spre est. Legatura cu terenul se realizea-
za prin intermediul a doua rampe arcuite, simetrice, de trepte. In legatura
directa cu fosta sufragerie, terasa are aparenta unei camere exterioare, fapt
datorat atat acoperirii, cat si coloanelor care o marginesc. In fotografiile
de epoca (foto 4-5) putem observa ca aceastd terasa era consistent mobi-
lata, cu banchete, masute, suporturi pentru plante decorative agezate pe
pardoseala in interspatiile dintre coloane si dublate de altele suspendate.
Luand in considerare orientarea sa estica, putem presupune ca in tim-
pul dupéa-amiezelor caniculare de vara, aceasta terasa constituia un loc
de destindere si socializare extrem de agreabil. Orientarea directa spre
parc si proximitatea principalelor amenajari ale acestuia (fintdna artezi-
ana, lacul) nu puteau decét sad contribuie la caracterul agreabil al acestui
loc. Terasa etajului, sustinuta de coloanele de la parter, profita, pe langa
orientarea inspre parc, de avantajul inaltimii: astfel, de la nivelul ei, pers-
pectiva se deschide asupra intregului parc si, mai departe, inspre parcul
castelului Banffy din Bontida. In ciuda saricirii actuale atat a spatiilor
construite cat si a amenajarilor parcului, potentialul acestor relatii se pas-
treaza (foto 14-15).

Dincolo de intrarea propriu-zisa in castel, amenajatd in axul fatadei
vestice, nu exista alte legaturi semnificative cu exteriorul; ingiruirile de
ferestre si accesele secundare indeplinesc roluri comune.

19 Asa cum o dovedesc si deschiderile situate sub nivelul parterului inéltat, castelul pre-
zinta si un nivel de subsol, cel putin sub amprenta corpului dreptunghiular principal,
dacd nu cumva sub toatd amprenta sa.

20 Modificarea materialului de invelitoare a acoperigului (din gindrila in tabla), simplifica-
rea formald a unor piese precum capetele parapetelor scarilor terasei acoperite a parte-
rului, disparitia vaselor ornamentale pentru flori (atit de pe parapetul terasei etajului,
cat si de pe capetele parapetelor scarilor terasei acoperite a parterului, dar si de pe zidul
delimitand lacul spre castel).

Z016/2 55



= HISTORICAL GARDENS
= GRADINI ISTORICE
= TORTENETI KERTEK

T mnssylwmm Nostra

B Foto 11. Castelul privit de pe peluza sudicd © Andreea MILEA, 2008
W Photo 11. The manor house seen from the southern lawn © Andreea MILEA, 2008

Amenajarea exterioara”

B Amenajarea sitului, respectiv a parcului, a evoluat de-a lungul timpului
si a involuat incepand cu cea de-a doua jumatate a secolului al XX-lea
péna in prezent, atat prin neintretinere cat si prin deteriorari produse in
mod deliberat. Hartile istorice prezinta fiecare o altd suprafatd de parc
aferent castelului.?? In urma modificarilor succesive, in prezent s-a pastrat
o suprafata de parc de cca. 5,4 ha,” in care sunt incluse suprafetele con-
struite atat a castelului cét si ale constructiilor anexe.

Prima ridicare topografica a Imperiului Habsburgic (1769-1773) (fig. 2)
nu prezintd amenajari formale ale sitului. Arborii reprezentati in cadrul
acestuia pot sugera faptul ca situl ar fi fost partial plantat in scop utilitar
(ca o posibila livada).

Cea ce-a doua ridicare topografica a Imperiului Austriac (1806-1869)
(fig. 3) sugereaza deja unele amenajari. Fara sa putem vorbi de indicii ale

21 Luand in considerare specificul arhitecturii peisagere si a elementelor cu care ea lu-
creazd, pentru studiul amenajarilor parcurilor istorice consideram ca sunt de interes
urmatoarele aspecte: stilul amenajarii parcului; delimitarea zonelor cu caracter dife-
rit; principiile compozitionale la care s-a recurs in amenajare; dispunerea traseelor de
circulatie, ierarhia acestora si tratarea suprafetei de calcare; dispunerea vegetatiei, inal-
timea exemplarelor vegetale si speciile intrebuintate; prezenta constructiilor ornamen-
tale, a obiectelor ornamentale gi a mobilierului de parc.

22 A se vedea Amplasament.

23 Conform masuratorilor aproximate cu ajutorul instrumentelor GoogleEarth pe vederea
aeriana a sitului. Din aceste 5,4 ha, castelul ocupa cca. 750 m?, iar cele doua constructii
anexe (una pe latura vestica a sitului, alta pe latura sudica a sitului) ocupa fiecare céte
cca. 400 m?.
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In spite of the present impoverishment of
both the built spaces and the park’s land-
scaping, the potential of these relationships
is still preserved. (Photos 14-15).

Beside the entrance to the manor house
itself, placed on the axis of the western
elevation, there are no other significant
connections with the exterior; the rows of
windows and the secondary accesses have
ordinary roles.

Landscape design*'

H The site, respectively the park’s landscap-
ing, has evolved over time and regressed
starting with the second half of the 20"
century to the present, both because of the
lack of maintenance and deliberate dam-

21 Taking into account the specifics of the land-
scaped style and of the elements with which
it works, for the study of the historical parks’
landscaping elements we consider the follow-
ing aspects to be of interest: the style of the
park’s landscaping; the delimitation of the
areas with different character; compositional
principles of the design; the placement of cir-
culation routes, their hierarchy and the treat-
ment of the pavement; the placement of the
vegetation, the height of the specimens and
the species being used; the presence of orna-
mental buildings, of ornamental objects, and
of outdoor furniture.



age. Each of the historical maps presents
another area of the manor house park.? Fol-
lowing successive alterations, currently a
park area of approx. 5.4 ha was preserved,*
which includes the built areas both of the
manor house and of the outbuildings.

The 1t Military Survey of the Habsburg
Empire (1769-1773) (Figure 2) does not
present formal landscaping elements. The
trees shown within it may suggest the fact
that the site was partially planted for utili-
tarian purposes (as a possible orchard).

The 2°¢ Military Survey of the Austrian
Empire (1806-1869) (Figure 3) already sug-
gests several landscaping elements. With-
out being able to talk about clues of a stylis-
tic orientation of the landscape design, we
can notice several alleys in the eastern area
of the site, the differentiation of a planted
area of a garden (in green, to the south)
from an unplanted or less planted one (in
ochre, to the north), as well as several areas
with a particular representation that leads
us to believe that would show special ar-
rangements. The represented alleys start
near the buildings that are spread on the
northern and western areas of the site, mov-
ing along straight and curved paths to the
south and east, seeming to ensure the con-
nection between the courtyard area and the
garden one. The special elements are those
already mentioned in Local relief and the
placement of major elements, i.e. the pos-
sible elements used to take over differences
in height (possibly mound or excavation):
the first one, circular, immediately to the
right of the residence; the second, with a
rectangular shape, to the south-east from
the former one and also at the connection
point between courtyard and garden.

Regarding the exterior design elements,
the 3 Military Survey of Austro-Hungary
(1869-1887) (Figure 4) preserves most of the
situation shown in the 2" Military Survey,
with some exceptions: without chromatic
differentiations, the apparently intentional
garden area has a conventional represen-
tation with trees and seems to occupy a
smaller area than in the previous map,
withdrawing to the eastern side of the site
and descending to the Borsa River. Also, the
landscaping elements previously presented
(for taking over differences in level) are no
longer drawn. With small additions, the al-
leys seem to remain the same.

The Mapping of the Kingdom of Hun-
gary (1869-1887) (Figure 5) signals exte-
rior elements with stylistic orientation. The
presence of the lake with an organic shape
is already visible and the southern side has
a network of winding alleys. Postcards and
photos from the end of the 19" century and
the beginning of the 20" add information on
the details. Thus, in a first postcard (Photo
2), we notice the sustaining wall, also as
casing at the edge of the lake, led parallel

22 See Placement.

23 According to approximate measurements
made with GoogleEarth tools on the aerial
view of the site. From these 5.4 ha the manor
house occupies approx. 750 m?, and the two
outbuildings (one on the western side of
the site, the other on the southern) occupy
approx. 400 m?each.
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B Foto 12. Curtea de acces, privind spre drumul principal al satului © Andreea MILEA, 2008
B Photo 12. Access courtyard, looking towards the main road of the village © Andreea MILEA, 2008

unei orientari stilistice ale amenajarii, putem remarca totusi cateva alei
in partea estica a sitului, diferentierea unei zone plantate sau de gradina
(cu verde, spre sud) de una neplantatd sau mai putin plantatd (cu ocru,
spre nord), precum si citeva zone a caror reprezentare particulara ne in-
deamna sa consideram ca ar desemna amenajari aparte. Aleile reprezenta-
te pornesc din dreptul constructiilor raspandite pe sit in partea nordica si
vestica a acestuia, si se indreapta, dupa trasee drepte si arcuite catre sud
si est, pardnd sa asigure legatura dintre zona de curte si zona de gradina.
Amenajarile aparte sunt cele deja amintite in sectiunea Relief local si dis-
punerea elementelor majore, adica posibilele amenajari de preluare a unor
diferente de nivel (posibil rambleu sau debleu): prima, circulara, imediat
la est de resedinta; cea de-a doua, mai la sud-est de prima gi totodata la
contactul dintre curte gi gradina, de forma dreptunghiulara.

In ceea ce priveste amenajarile exterioare, cea de-a treia ridicare to-
pografica militara a Austro-Ungariei (1869-1887) (fig. 4) pastreazd mare
parte din situatia prezentata in cea de-a doua harta militard, cu cateva
exceptii: nemaiabordand diferentieri cromatice, zona aparent intentiona-
ta de gradini primeste o reprezentare conventionala cu arbori i pare sa
ocupe o suprafatd mai mica decét cea anterioara, retragdindu-se in partea
esticd a amplasamentului gi cobordnd péna la rdul Borsa. Totodata, ame-
najarile aparte prezentate anterior (de preluare a unor diferente de nivel)
nu mai sunt desenate. Cu mici completari, aleile par s raméana aceleasi.

Cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887) (fig. 5) semnaleaza amenajari
exterioare cu orientare stilistica. Prezenta lacului de forma organica este
deja vizibila, iar latura sudicéd este amenajata cu o retea de alei sinuoase.
Iustrate si fotografii de la sfargitul secolului al XIX-lea si inceputul seco-
lului al XX-lea adauga informatii de detaliu. Astfel, intr-o prima ilustrata
(foto 2), observam zidul de sprijin cu rol de ghizd al lacului condus in
paralel cu fatada estica a castelului, in timp ce tarmurile nordic si sudic
ale lacului au o aparenta naturala, usor ordonata cu ajutorul unor forma-
tiuni de piatra dispuse neregulat. intre ghizdul lacului si fatada castelului
se inaltd coloana de apa a fAntanii arteziene, al carei bazin de baza, din
piatra, il regisim si in prezent pe sit, intr-o stare degradata. in dreptul
fatadei estice a castelului tufiguri decorative gi plante ornamentale sunt
dispuse intr-o maniera regulata. De-a lungul ghizdului lacului sunt ingiru-
ite, distantat, urne pentru plante ornamentale. Tarmurile sudic si nordic
ale lacului sunt bogat populate cu vegetatie inalta, dispusa in forme natu-
rale, alcatuita atat din foioase cat si din conifere. In mijlocul lacului este
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B Foto 13. Urme ale traseului fostei alei drepte in trepte, de-a lungul limitei
nordice a amplasamentului © Andreea MILEA, 2008

M Photo 13. Last traces of the former straight stepped alley, along the
northern limit of the site © Andreea MILEA, 2008

amplasata o casuta pentru porumbei. O a doua ilustrata prezinta o situatie
similara (foto 3), exceptie facand vegetatia controlatd din dreptul fatadei,
unde doud exemplare de tuia strdjuiesc terasa parterului, dispuse fiind
simetric fata de axul fatadei. Din aceeasi perioada, fotografii (foto 4-5) ne
ofera o imagine mai precisa a dispunerilor ornamentale din apropierea
fatadei estice. Treptele care coboara de pe terasa dau intr-o alee trasata
in paralel cu fatada, si de la care, alte alei perpendiculate pe ea, se ori-
enteaza catre parc. Spatiul dintre alei este amenajat sub forma unui strat
decorativ, cu plante de bordura, medalioane decorative si exemplare mai
inalte punctind colturile. Capetele parapetelor treptelor sunt incheiate cu
urne pentru plante decorative. De-a lungul soclului terasei, un spalier din
leaturi dispuse pe diagonala creeaza un suport continuu pentru plante ca-
taratoare, in fata caruia sunt agezate banci. Terasa este mobilata cu supor-
turi pentru plante decorative, fie ele agsezate pe pardoseala, fie suspendate
de grinzile plafonului. Parapetul terasei superioare dispune si el de urne
pentru plante decorative. Specific perioadei, observam mixarea de specii
decorative autohtone si exotice. Dincolo de rezalitul central, de-a lungul
fatadei, sunt aliniati de asemenea arbusti decorativi. De-a lungul laturii
nordice a amplasamentului (foto 6) era conduséa o alee dreapta in trepte,
ale cdror capete erau marcate prin elemente sculpturale. De-a lungul aleii
erau dispuse banci. Atat aceasta alee cét gi aleile din dreptul fatadei estice
erau prunduite. In perspective orientate catre est, peste lac (foto 7-8), ob-
servam cad tratarea marginii lacului varia, de la un ghizd scund de piatra la
o tratare naturala, gi ca tarmul nordic al lacului gazduia si un mic foigor.

In ceea ce priveste aspectele compozitionale majore ale amenajarii in
aceasta perioada, merita sa rezumam apartenenta la stilul mixt de amena-
jare (dispuneri libere pentru suprafetele mai mari, asociate unor dispuneri
geometrice, controlate, in apropierea castelului si in definirea zonelor de
acces)? si organizarea principalelor elemente ale amenajarii de-a lungul
axului de simetrie al cladirii castelului (accesul, rondoul, castelul, fantana
arteziand, lacul), ax care continua in peisaj cu vederea inspre ansamblul
castelului Banffy din Bontida.

In prezent, amenajarile prezentate nu mai exista, sugerate fiind doar de
urmele lor: rondoul curtii de acces (foto 9), bazinul de piatra al fostei fan-
tani arteziene (foto 16), terenul mlastinos pe locul fostului lac, traseu vag
al fostei alei drepte in trepte (foto 13). Vegetatia cu dispuneri geometrice,
atent intretinuta pe vremuri, s-a piedut, la fel gi traseul celorlaltor alei.

24 Pentru descrierea mai cuprinzatoare a caracteristicilor stilului mixt de amenajare peisa-
gistica, a se vedea Ana-Felicia ILIESCU (2003, 64).
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B Foto 14. Fatada esticd a castelului, cu terasele suprapuse adosate
© Andreea MILEA, 2008

B Photo 14. Eastern elevation of the manor house, with the superposed
terraces connected to it © Andreea MILEA, 2008

to the eastern elevation of the manor house,
while the northern and southern shores of
the lake have a natural appearance, slightly
ordered with irregularly placed stone forma-
tions. Between the casing of the lake and the
manor house’s elevation we see the wather
column, whose stone basin can be found at
present on the site, in a degraded state. Next
to the eastern elevation of the manor house,
there are decorative bushes and ornamental
plants, placed in an ordered manner. Urns
for decorative plants are lined, at a distance,
along the casing of the lake. The southern
and northern shores of the lake are richly
populated with tall vegetation, arranged in
natural shapes, consisting both of decidu-
ous and coniferous species. There is a dove
house in the middle of the lake. A second
postcard shows a similar situation (Photo 3),
excepting the controlled vegetation in front
of the elevation, where two thuja specimens,
symmetrically placed from the elevation’s
axis, guard the ground floor terrace. Photos
from the same period (Photos 4-5) give us
a more precise image of the ornamental ar-
rangements near the eastern elevation. The
stairs that descend from the terrace open
in an alley, which is drawn in parallel with
the elevation, and from which other perpen-
dicular alleys are oriented towards the park.
The space between the alleys is designed
as a decorative bed, with border plants,
decorative medallions and taller specimens
emphasizing the corners. The ends of the
stairways’ parapets are finished with urns
for decorative plants. Along the base of the
terrace, a trellis made of diagonally placed
laths creates a continuous support for climb-
ing plants, in front of which there are bench-
es. The terrace is furnished with supports
for decorative plants, either placed on the
floor or suspended from the ceiling beams.
The upper terrace parapet also has urns for
decorative plants. Specific in the period, we
notice the mixing of local and exotic deco-
rative species. Decorative bushes are also
lined beyond the central projection, along
the elevation. A straight stepped alley was



led along the northern side of the site (Photo
6), having the ends of the steps marked by
sculptural elements. Benches were placed
along the alley. Both this alley and the alleys
in front of the eastern elevation were grav-
elled. In views to the east, over the lake (Pho-
tos 7-8), we see that the treatment of the edge
of the lake varied, from a short stone casing
to a natural treatment, and that the northern
shore of the lake housed a small gazebo.

As for the major compositional aspects
of the landscaping in this period, it is worth
summarizing that it belonged to the mixed
landscaping style (free placements for the
larger areas, associated with formal, con-
trolled placements near the manor house and
in the definition of the access areas)* and that
the main landscaping elements were organ-
ised along the axis of symmetry of the manor
house (the access, the round lawn, the manor
house, the fountain, the lake), axis that con-
tinues in the landscape with the view of the
Bénffy Manor House in Bontida.

At present, the old landscape designs
are no longer preserved, only their traces
are suggested: the access courtyard round
lawn (Photo 9), the stone basin of the former
fountain (Photo 16), the marshy terrain on
the site of the former lake, the vague trace
of the former straight stepped alley (Photo
13). The geometrically placed vegetation,
carefully maintained in the past, is lost, as
well as the path of the other alleys. From
the freely placed vegetation of the park, it
is possible that some specimens have been
preserved; still, the current image suggests
a rather wild nature. The furniture is lost,
as well as the urns for decorative plants.
Their traces can be discovered by chance in
the park (Photo 18).

24 For a more comprehensive description of the
characteristics of the mixed landscape design
style, see the publication of Ana-Felicia ILIESCU
(2003, 64).
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Din vegetatia inalta cu dispuneri libere a parcului se vor fi pastrat une-
le exemplare; totusi imaginea actuala sugereaza mai degraba salbaticirea.
Mobilierul s-a pierdut, si de asemenea urnele pentru plante decorative.
Vestigii ale acestora pot fi descoperite intdmplator prin parc (foto 18).

Concluzie

B Starea ansamblului castelului Banffy din Rascruci prezinta aspecte atat
pozitive cat si negative. Castelul propriu-zis se afla in stare de integritate,
intr-o forma foarte aseméanatoare celei pe care o documentam la inceputul
secolului al XX-lea si ale carei alterari le putem considera minime: modi-
ficarea materialului de invelitoare a acoperigului (din gindrila in tabla),
simplificarea formala a unor piese precum capetele parapetelor scarilor
terasei acoperite a parterului, disparitia vaselor ornamentale pentru flori
atat de pe parapetul terasei etajului, cat si de pe capetele parapetelor sca-
rilor terasei acoperite a parterului, dar si de pe zidul delimitdnd lacul
spre castel, zid el insusi alterat. De asemenea, valorile plasticii interioru-
lui s-au pastrat in buna masura. Amenajarile exterioare, in schimb, au fost
puternic afectate de trecerea timpului, aga incat in prezent nu mai regasim
in stare de integritate elementele formale documentate, iar acest lucru
este valabil atat pentru aspecte majore ale compozitiei (sistematizarea pe
verticala a terenului, lacul), cét si pentru aspecte minore (ciasuta pentru
porumbei, vase ornamentale pentru flori, mobilier de gradina). Urme ale
aspectelor majore ale amenajarii (in special urma lacului), e drept, se pot
distinge. in ceea ce priveste vegetatia, daca unele exemplare arborescen-
te se poate sa fi supravietuit, amenajarile ornamentale, minutios defini-
te formal gi realizate cu ajutorul arbustilor si speciilor ierboase, au fost
probabil printre primele afectate de neintretinere gi distrugeri. Chiar si
in aceasta situatie, documentatia iconografica de care dispunem este mai
bogata decét in cazul altor ansambluri, asa incét principalele aspecte care
defineau imaginea parcului, incadrindu-l stilistic in stilul mixt de ame-
najare peisagistica, dar si mentionadndu-i particularitatile (compozitia axi-
ala, specularea perspectivelor dinspre castel spre parc prin intermediul
teraselor suprapuse, fantana arteziana, lacul cu casuta pentru porumbei,
aleea in trepte de-a lungul laturii nordice a amplasamentului), sa poata fi
reconstituite.

B Foto 15. Terasa acoperitd a parterului pe latura esticd a castelului. Se poate B Foto 16. Bazinul de piatrd, fostd baza a fantanii arteziene, in dreptul

observa relatia cu bazinul ornamental de piatrd, fostd baza a fantanii
arteziene (dreapta jos) © Monumente Uitate, cca. 2010
B Photo 15. Covered ground floor terrace on the eastern side of the manor

teraselor fatadei estice a castelului © Monumente Uitate, cca. 2010
MW Photo 16. The stone basin, former base of the fountain, in front of the
eastern elevation terraces © Monumente Uitate, approx. 2010

house. The relationship with the ornamental stone basin, the former base of
the fountain, can be observed (lower right) © Monumente Uitate, approx. 2010
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B Foto 17. Exemplare de tuia aliniate in dreptul teraselor fatadei estice
© Andreea MILEA, 2008 cca. 2010

B Photo 17. Thuja specimens lined in front of the eastern elevation terraces

© Andreea MILEA, 2008 approx. 2010
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B Foto 18. Vestigiu al unui vas ornamental pentru flori © Monumente Uitate,

B Photo 18. Trace of an ornamental flowerpot © Monumente Uitate,

Conclusion

B The condition of the Bénffy Manor House
ensemble in Rascruci has both positive and
negative aspects. The manor house itself is in
a state of integrity, in a shape very similar to
the one documented at the beginning of the
20™ century, the alterations of which we can
consider as minimal: the modification of the
roof covering material (from shingles to metal
sheet), the formal simplification of certain
pieces, such as the endings of the parapets
from the stairs of the covered ground floor
terrace, the disappearance of the decorative
flowerpots both from the parapet of the up-
per floor terrace and from the wall delimiting
the lake towards the manor house, a wall that
was itself altered. The artistic values of the
interior were also largely preserved. The exte-
rior design elements, however, were strongly
affected by the passing of time, so that at pre-
sent we do not find the documented formal
elements in a state of integrity, this fact being
valid both for the major aspects of the com-
position (the vertical systematisation of the
terrain, the lake), and the minor aspects (the
birdhouse, ornamental flowerpots, garden
furniture). Traces of the landscaping’s major
elements (especially the trace of the lake) are
actually visible. Regarding the vegetation, if
some tree specimens might have survived,
the ornamental elements, which were formal-
ly defined in an elaborate way and made with
shrubs and grasses, were probably among the
first ones affected by poor maintenance and
destruction. Even in this situation, the icono-
graphical documentation available to us is
richer than in the case of other ensembles,
so that the main aspects that defined the im-
age of the park, placing it stylistically in the
mixed landscaping style, but also mentioning
its particularities (the axial composition, the
speculation of perspectives from the manor
house to the park through the superposed
terraces, the fountain, the lake with the
birdhouse, the stepped alley along the site’s
northern side), can be reconstituted.
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