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ABSTRACT

In our study, we present the importance of creativity and its possible rebuilding into education.
We also consider it important to examine Group Flow, because in education, group synchronic-
ity and its combined use in enhancing creativity is important for students entering the labour
market to be aware of raising and maintaining their performance at a higher level. To work in
a group means to achieve goals and work together, and that can only be achieved through crea-
tivity. It can be shown that if someone is creative in the group, it spreads to the other members.
However, a whole new creative teaching methodology is needed that can be implemented in a
new digital technology age. Introducing or rebuilding creativity into education is an exciting
area for the above.
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INTRODUCTION

Compared to other European countries, it should be emphasized that Hungarians can be said to
be extremely creative people, but this creativity is not common in terms of population. Educa-
tion focuses on raising general intellectuality, but it kills creativity. In the lessons, it is important
that students do not ask questions, return the material given by the teacher, either verbatim or on
a content level. However, they cannot add new ones, supplement them or think about them. You
just have to learn because the instructor says. However, in order for the student to have knowl-
edge transfer and deepen, flow must be used, the focal point and the ability to concentrate must
be seen at a high level. We often hear that a break after 1.5 hours is enough, but not a break of
5 minutes every 25 minutes is needed to keep the attention sustainable. Our research shows that
attention cannot be sustained in long run.

The usefulness of a creative approach, the use of various problem-solving methods, and the
creation and implementation of workable ideas is one of the essential areas in creativity. If we
do not recognize our own autonomy and opportunities for self-expression, our creativity is lost.
If education can awaken “childish curiosity” then it can channel its inner driving force, imple-
ment its ideas, live and use the ability to think differently, its creativity in a self-motivated, bold,
free-interpretation way, combining several forms of self-expression. The most important thing
is for students to dare to embark on new ways of thinking, to take on innovative ideas, to draw
from others and to inspire others. Being able to adapt flexibly to uncertain situations, having
tools to see through complex problems and being prepared for the challenges of the 21st century
are important, too.

Research has shown that students in higher education today do not have creative solutions.
They do not seek independent paths and are stuck in problems. For this reason, one of the
challenges of the future is to develop a creative flow-type educational methodology based on
creative methodology, problem-solving techniques, domestic and international good practices,
which develops its own creative mode of operation.

The main aim of the study is to suggest, based on the research experience, where education
should develop, what elements are needed for students to leave the classroom with experiences,
and thus increase their creativity.

In our opinion, creativity can be built on experience, that is, it is part of experiential peda-
gogy, but by experiential pedagogy, we mean that the means of our education is the personal-
ly experienced experience itself. Positive psychology emphasises the pleasure experienced in
learning and development, self-esteem, the perception of success as a reward, the importance
of making an effort to improve and the importance of curiosity (PLEH 2004, 2012; SELIGMAN
2008; 2011).
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Building on this hypothesis, in our research, which took place at a university in Hungary,
we asked students if they met with creative instructors, what students mean by creativity. If we
assume that creativity can be enhanced or rebuilt through the methodology of experiential peda-
gogy and hybrid education, then we can assume that the presence of experiential flow education
also suggests students ’creativity. Your own experience is always better captured! Children need
to see for themselves the significance of one thing at a time, Dewey thinks.

The research purpose of the questionnaires with students is to

+ examine students’ opinions about creativity and assess how creative students consider

teachers to be.

*  show which way of education they can imagine the higher education of the future and

whether this requires creativity.

The empirical study was carried out in Hungary during a questionnaire survey at the Uni-
versity of Public Service.

THEORETICAL ASPECTS

Our research was based on flow measurement. The flow measurement was developed by Profes-
sor Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi of Hungarian origin, and so far only a few people in Hungary have
used this measurement in connection with the measurement of the degree of experience. In our
accelerated world, changed learning and teaching habits must be applied. Based on these, inter-
active, creative and experience-based education should be pursued (Csarka — CSIMANE 2019;
Barnucz — FONaT 2020) in order for students to experience the FLOW experience in a lesson,
but for this in the XXI. on the ground of the skills of the 20th century, it is already set as a basic
condition to teach using the flow channel (CsikszENTMIHALYT 2010). However, based on the
above, students are expected to have a constant focus during classes, an appropriate focus, and a
high level of creativity. They must all be present in the class at the same time, in a complex way,
so that time is not taken into account. A XXI. century already expects top performance from stu-
dents. In our opinion, the experiential flow state is the most adaptive way to create a higher level
of life, which is why it is important to implement an experiential-based teaching methodology
in education that focuses on students ’creativity. According to Csikszentmihalyi, the experiencer
of the “stream” is so immersed in his activities, he excludes disturbing factors, he forgets the
passage of time. So, in the present case the participation in education becomes easy and spon-
taneous, thus providing the joy of a “perfect experience”. That is why he calls this experience
“flow”. It is a joyful state of deep participation and absorption that individuals report when faces
a challenging activity and perceived with the right skills to cope with those challenges. Flow
is described as an optimal experience in which people are deeply motivated by the persistence
of their activities. Research shows that flow experiences can have far-reaching consequences in
supporting individuals ’growth, contributing to both personal well-being and full functioning in
everyday life. Based on his research, Csikszentmihalyi states that when the level of abilities and
possibilities is balanced, and thus the level of boredom and anxiety decreases to a value around
the minimum, the personality develops the most as the consciousness becomes more complex.
The measurability of this experience was made possible by the application of the “flow test,”
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which also provided for the determination of the level of boredom and anxiety factors on a scale
ranging from 1.00 to 5.00. In the present research, we used a version of this, the elements of
which were placed in the questionnaire.

In our opinion, the task of the instructor is to prepare the student to deal with the problems
and conflicts to be solved. Students develop the necessary communication skills for this. They
show the toolbox of creativity, strive to develop a creative mindset in students. So that the
student finds joy in the challenges, in the implementation of new solutions, and provides factu-
al and applicable knowledge and techniques. It encourages innovative action, recognition and
avoidance of unnecessary workload activities.

We start from Rhodes ’theory when we say that the creation of flow can be deduced from the
theory of creativity. According to Rhodes, after his many researches, the definitions of creativity
point to four areas, which are the following: Personality, Process, Press, Product, so creativity
requires the creative person, the process of creation, external environmental impacts and the
result. According to Csikszentmihalyi, the essence of the theory of flow is that creativity can be
developed, that in his book FLOW the author writes that when people experience a high degree
of joy, their concentration is focused on the challenging task and then they experience the per-
fect experience. Csikszentmihalyi’s research also reveals that the average person experiences
the flow most of the time during work, because work can become a real creative activity that
provides an experience for individuals. Experiential pedagogy occurs when we are able to go
beyond the expected and have an experience that we did not expect before (DomINEK 2018;
Barnucz — Fonar 2020; DoMiNek 2021a). However, the work is, in our view, consistent with
the work done by students during their university years. Experiences are experiencing emotions,
desires, trying. During the student years, this means diversity, discovering novelty, making a
decision, immersing oneself in a topic. Closely related to experiential pedagogy is the concept
of creativity, which, according to the authors of Digital Pedagogy 2.0, is a set of innate and
acquired qualities and abilities that give us the opportunity and urge to invent original and pref-
erably purposeful things. In her pedagogical approach to experiential pedagogy, Petra Foldes
defined experience- or activity-centred learning organization as the rediscovery of natural forms
of human learning and their adaptation to organized school frameworks. Finally, it is important
to mention the concept of edutainment, which in the Anglo-American pedagogical literature
is most generally entertainment for learning purposes, which primarily seeks to translate the
knowledge to be acquired into a familiar form of entertainment (television, computer and video
games, movies, music, websites, multimedia applications, software, etc.).

Jean Heutte (HEUTTE 2016) and co-authors seek to identify factors that can be associated
with an optimal learning environment, so in their view, an optimal learning environment is an
environment that promotes the creation of a flow experience in learners. If we, as students, look
for challenges and present goals to ourselves, we can experience the moment of experience,
that is, the flow, as achieving such a goal breeds new desires. There is a wide variety of ways
to achieve consciousness control, experience-based research reports, but they have one thing
in common to allow for the joy of discovery. Thus, your performance increases and you can
experience a more complex state of consciousness, a more advanced stage of your Self, which
lies in development, the key to the flow experience. The emergence of educational flow can be
interpreted primarily in connection with the so-called “social flow” phenomenon. In his research
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series, Timea Magyar6di (MAGYARODI 2016) stated that the quality of the flow experience is
more intense in a social situation than during individual task performance: for example, the
synchronization of the flow experience of two people in action can be observed during a joint
task solution. According to Magyarddi, the flow experience experienced at that time is support-
ed by the so-called flow synchronization components, which are based on the peculiarities of
the interaction in parallel with the experience of the flow experience. According to the research,
experiencing and practicing the flow in social, cooperative activities can contribute to the satis-
faction of basic human needs in addition to performing intrinsic motivated action. Based on this,
it can be stated that with the help of social or otherwise called group flow, the presence of flow
can be achieved in education as well, and with the help of this, creativity can also be increased.
Thus, group flow experience can play a documented role in increasing a team’s efficiency, pro-
ductivity, performance, and capacity, as well as increasing their creativity.

RESEARCH SAMPLE AND METHOD

Questionnaires were received by a total of students studying at the university, so we sent them
out to a total of N=5,760 students, of whom n=702 answered our questions of the academic year
2021/2022. From the questionnaire in this study, we present the results that addressed issues
of creativity. Accordingly, the first question was about how creative you consider educators.
Respondents rated their answers on a three-point scale as saying yes, maybe, or no. Of the
respondents, 40.5% marked yes, while perhaps 45.3% voted. If we compare these two values
with the gender ratio of 14.2%, it can be said that a higher proportion of students encounter a
teacher who can be considered creative in the classroom than a teacher working with a frontal,
traditional methodology (Table 1).

Table 1: Do you find the trainers creative?

Frequency | Valid Percent
Valid yes 284 40,5
no 100 14,2
maybe 318 453
Total 702 100,0

Source: own data collection, n=702

This may also indicate that educators are trying to use an interactive type of methodology
other than traditional teaching. Unlike in previous years, frontal education has undergone a
transformation, and it is thanks to this transformation that education in today’s higher education
is more interactive.

The other question, which is closely related to the previous one, is what they mean by cre-
ativity. We asked you to write your opinion briefly on this. We also quote the opinions of a few
students in our study:

“Maintaining interest, recognizing new approaches and connections”
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“For me, having a teacher can make a lesson more interesting and colourful by keeping
students’ attention.”

“You can make the curriculum illustrative, interesting - either with real-life examples, video
materials or case studies that are not a common tool in frontal education”

It can also be concluded from the above quotations that students consider holding new,
non-traditional, interesting lessons during their creativity to be the creativity of the teacher. This
also presupposes the establishment of a kind of innovative, new methodology.

Based on previous assumptions about the difference between the right and left hemispheres,
we also asked the question of which thumb is above when you clasp your hands. Respondents
could choose from the left and right answers. 397 people, or 56.6%, voted for the left election,
while 305 students, or 43.4%, voted for the right. Based on previous articles referring to creativ-
ity, including the left and right hemispheres of the brain, according to the game, nearly 60% of
students at the University of Public Service can be considered creative (Table 2).

Table 2: If you clasp your two hands together, which thumb is on top?

Frequency | Valid Percent

Valid  left 397 56,6
right 305 43,4

Total 702 100,0

Source: own data collection, n=702

This is why educators are expected to be creative in class and like lessons other than this
type of traditional teaching.

To the question of what type of education they would like in the future, we received the fol-
lowing answer: hybrid. Among the response options, we raised the possibility of digital - online,
hybrid - presence and online and traditional education - presence triple scale. 217 people, i.e.
30.9%, in addition to digital, i.e. online, 192 people, i.e. 27.4%, in addition to traditional, i.e.
attendance education, and 293 people, i.e. 41,7% in addition to hybrid (Table 3).

Table 3: Which education do you prefer in terms of lessons?

Frequency | Valid Percent

Valid  digital — online 217 30,9
traditional education — presence 192 27,4

hybrid — presence and online 293 41,7

Total 702 100,0

Source: own data collection, n=702

This also means that if we are thinking about hybrid education, we need to develop a new
curriculum of which lessons can be held online and which should be implemented in attendance
education. It is certain that solving this will require a high degree of creativity, which can be
developed by knowing and mastering the flow.
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CONCLUSION

The usefulness of a creative approach, the use of various problem-solving methods, and the
creation and implementation of workable ideas is one of the essential areas in creativity. If we
do not recognize our own autonomy and opportunities for self-expression, our creativity is lost.
If education is able to awaken “childish curiosity” then the student can channel his / her inner
driving force, implement his / her ideas, live and use the ability to think differently, his / her cre-
ativity, self-motivated, boldly, freely interpreting, combining several forms of self-expression.
The key is for the student to dare to embark on new ways of thinking, to take on innovative
ideas, to draw from others and to inspire others. Be able to adapt flexibly to uncertain situations
and have the tools to see through complex problems. Get ready for the XXI. challenges of the
21st century.

We consider it important to emphasize here that the introduction of an experiential, flow-
type teaching methodology would be urgently needed in higher education. Achieving cognitive
flexibility among students is an innovative way to increase creativity. Teaching habits need to be
changed and a creative, flow-based education should be pursued (DomiNEk 2017). By inserting
the teaching methodology previously described by the author, it would be possible to try and
test this. The use and incorporation of the so-called flow phenomenon into the lecturer’s style
of training, as well as into the framework of training, can be the key to enhancing the teaching
experience, thus achieving the development of soft skills. The methodology described by the
author will be tested in the course of further research. In the light of the partial results presented
above during the questionnaire research, it can be stated that the method of experiential pedago-
gy has a place in Hungarian higher education.

We consider it important to highlight the need to build a creative, hybrid higher education
structure in higher education. However, an essential precondition for this is the use and incorpo-
ration of educators ’creativity into education, and the development of teaching methodologies
can be the key to developing a hybrid education system.
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, social media platforms are said to have a major impact on communication
and communication technologies. More specifically, popular social networking platforms are
increasingly employed in political context. Thus, this study examines the online performance
of activities and approaches for political communication between Hungarian political parties
and civilians in social networking platforms, video hosting services, as well as microblogging
services. In order to examine these connections, the author conducted a web-based quantitate
analysis and a semantic sentiment analysis to calculate the efficiency and sentiment of social
media posts created by political parties. According to the research results, Hungarian political
parties underutilize the inherent communication potential of social networking platforms, espe-
cially on YouTube and Twitter.
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INTRODUCTION

In the 21st century, the role of internet-based telecommunication services as a channel of politi-
cal communication between political parties and citizens is increasingly advancing and develop-
ing. As a result of ever-growing internet technology exposure, the communication capabilities
of political actors are considerably enhanced in terms of strengthening the information confron-
tation between political parties during election periods, political processes, and campaigns. In
the process of online political communication, social media platforms play an essential role as
channels for communication and exchanging content between online users (KAPLAN — HAEN-
LEIN 2010). However, social media platforms include a wide variety of networking sites, such
as social networking sites (e.g., Facebook), instant messaging applications (e.g., Viber) and
microblogging services (e.g. Twitter), online forums (e.g., Quora), social news aggregation and
discussion websites (e.g., Reddit) and other information-disseminating platforms (e.g. YouTube
and Instagram) that serve to disseminate information and messages to the public through various
technological methods and means (EFFING et al. 2011; KAUN — STIERNSTEDT 2014; VOORVELD
2019).

Social media provides an opportunity for any individual to become the author or creator
of political content and enhances the abilities of online users by allowing citizens to play an
interactive role in political communication with political parties through mutual reciprocity
and dialogue. The use of social media networks in political communication can “restore” civic
democracy and engagement (KM et al. 2013), and can “challenge” the state media monopoly
by creating new forms of political interaction and communication processes (SASSER et al. 2014;
KaLsNEs 2016) between political parties and online users. The analysis of the latest results of
empirical studies on the use of social networking sites and online communication channels by
Hungarian citizens clearly shows that a large percentage of the population actively uses social
media platforms. This phenomenon is confirmed by the results of social and political studies:
according to the data of the Reuters Institute (NEwWMAN et al. 2020), trust in social media news
has grown by more than 12 percentage over the last decade, which currently is around 25 per-
centage of the population.

The transformation of communication technologies has also largely influenced the transfor-
mation of traditional mechanisms for the distribution of power in modern states, changing the
changing the modes of power relations in the so-called “state-society” system (DREZNER 2009).
In such system, this transformation has not only altered the parameters of strategic interaction
of various political actors and organizations, but also created “new” non-institutional subjects of
political relations. In relation to this thesis, McQUAIL (1987) highlighted that significant changes
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in communication technologies (media and appropriate news production) that are dominant
within society determine the operation modes for (state) political systems. Due to their mass
audience accessibility — both in a financial and technological sense (ScaMIDT 2018) —, social
networks have long become a promising platform for political mobilization, which, in a broad
sense, involves an attitude towards action in the form of support, opposition or indifference. In
the context of this development an important question arises: How do political parties commu-
nicate with the electorate on social media platforms?

OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE PROBLEM

The emergence of social networks as online platforms that ensure the rapid dissemination of
information and user interaction on the Internet has been an ongoing process since 1995 (Cas-
TiLLA 2003). However, social media platform has really started to gain academic attention in the
early 2000’s when MySpace experienced exponential growth and Facebook was first launched
as a communication tool between college students. Since then, social networks have become
an integral part of the lives of millions of people around the globe (AL-DEEN — HENDRICKS
2011; MccAY-PEET — QuUaN-HAASE 2017), have been competing successfully with traditional
mass media communication meanings the field of disseminating information and shaping public
opinion. This transformation has not escaped the attention of researches around the world, who
promptly responded to the emergence of new media, and thus, laid the foundation for studying
this phenomenon (VAN Duck — POELL 2013; PErrIN 2015; Fuchs 2017; ScamipT 2018).

Considering social media as a key factor in the modernization of the media, LIN (2002)
highlighted that the Internet as a communication platform and a space where media products
exist has successfully provided a potential substitute for traditional media, performing a number
of significant functions, such as information dissemination, participatory communication, social
and group integration, as well as other recreational activities. This rapid and intensive develop-
ment of technologies, processes, mechanisms and means of mass communication in the internet
space has caused significant changes in the traditional system of socio-political relations, forc-
ing researchers and specialists to re-evaluate classical theories, approaches, methods and mod-
els for the implementation of political communication in the increasingly digital information
society and media environment.

It should be noted that since that time social media studies have advanced the current un-
derstanding of cyberspace and the Internet. In particular, Hungarian researchers (for example,
GAAL et al. 2015; FEHER 2016; KLausz 2016; BANyal et al. 2017) began to actively study have
begun to actively study how social networks are embedded not only in the lives of individual
citizens, but also in the sphere of public policy. Moreover, more and more studies are being are
being published that attempt to reveal the mobilization capabilities of social networks (ENjoOL-
RAS et al. 2012; AUTER — FINE 2018; CLARKE — Kocak 2018) and their role in the process of
active participation of citizens in certain political or social movements (LOPES 2014; Kipp —
McinTosH 2016). In addition, this research field also includes studies that analyze the use of net-
work resources during specific election campaigns (ENLI — MOE 2013; ENLI 2017). At the same
time, it is often emphasized that modern political parties — and political power structures — have
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not yet fully evaluated the prospects for using network resources and ignore the interests of the
network community, even though there are wide opportunities for recruiting new supporters.

This, in order to attract a high percentage of active supporters (potential voters), it is neces-

sary for a political party to carry out additional work, not limited exclusively to creating text-
based posts in one or two social networks. As Fuchs (2017) and ScamipT (2018) emphasize,
the Internet does not have any special properties beyond widespread accessibility that ensure
the win of a political party during an election. The Internet is not a magical means of achieving
electoral victory, but a successful tool if it is subordinated to the changing nature of party com-
petition (KREiss et al. 2018). Nevertheless, social networks as a tool for mobilizing the elector-
ate have a number of indisputable advantages over traditional means of party communication
and campaigning:

1. The efficiency of communication — the ability to instantaneously exchange or share
content (messages, opinions, news, etc.) make social networks the most popular sourc-
es of political, public, economic and entertainment information (FEHER 2016; FUcHS
2017).

2. The availability of social networks for all political actors and individual citizens equal-
izes the competition of opposing political forces and provides an effective quality man-
agement system (QMS) at their disposal, which is an important factor considering the
growing control of traditional media by established parties (STIEGLITZ — DANG-XUAN
2012; ELLAHI — BOKHARI 2013).

3. Asaresult of its openness and flexibility, social networks have a flexible configuration
and can expand indefinitely (KAHNE — BowyER 2018), for example, a political party
with its own online platform has the ability to recruit a potentially unlimited number of
supporters.

4. Through the phenomenon of “network power” (CASTELLS 2009), which means that any
link can act not only as a transmitter, but also as a transformer of information flows, each
network actor has opportunities for both social control and public opinion formation.

5. In contrast to traditional media, which does not allow audience interference and user
interactivity, as noted by SENNET (2017), social networks create an opportunity for com-
plex, multi-faceted interaction, allowing political parties represented in the network to
communicate with potential voters and receive quick feedback.

This list is not exhaustive, but it is sufficient to clearly demonstrate the instrumental im-
portance of social networks in arsenal of modern election campaigning. With the utilization of
social media platforms, political parties can appeal to the sentiment and emotions of individual
voters, thus, influencing and shaping public opinion of the masses, views, events, and politics
as a whole. In other words, social networks have become important part of democracy, provid-
ing a convenient platform for modern political parties in the process of contemporary political
communication.

To address this problem, we need a deep and comprehensive analysis of the ongoing tech-
nological changes in the information and communication sphere in terms of their impact on tra-
ditional socio-political processes, we also need to identify new challenges, risks and issues as-
sociated with this technological development and the digitalization of political communication
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and mass communication. As for the present study, by using indicators such as the number
of posts, followers and likes, it is characterized by an attempt to measure the effectiveness of
political communication in social media platforms and the importance of using social network
resources for mobilizing potential voters by both established and relatively new Hungarian po-
litical parties.

METHODS

Technical indicators, such as the number of subscribers, likes, reposts and comments, allow
political parties to establish a network media logic in political communication and mobilization
(STIEGLITZ — DANG-XUAN 2012). Political mobilization in social networks involves public sup-
port for content (messages, videos, image files, posts, etc.) posted by a specific political party
(or political actor) on a social media platform. This is explained by the fact that both likes and
shares are visible not only to other followers of a social network community, but also to friends
and active followers of the individual user, or to followers to other social network communities
(Fuchs 2017). As for commenting on news stories or posts in social network platforms, com-
ments have a more pronounced emotional impact — they can express both approval and support
or opposition and open resistance to ideas of a political party.

In order to assess the effectiveness of political communication of political parties with vot-
ers, the author conducted a web-based (cyber-metric) analysis — from January 2018 to Decem-
ber 2019 — based on the use of the automated online, real-time media monitoring and analytical
system, Socialbakers, and the public application programming interfaces (APIs) of social media
companies. The empirical object of the study included 2.3 million social networking and social
media accounts:

»  social networking sites (Facebook),

*  microblogging services (Twitter),

*  instant messaging applications (Viber),

*  online video-sharing platform (YouTube),

*  other online media platforms (Reddit, Instagram).

The study was carried out taking into account such factors as the use of a complete database,
an automated text sentiment analysis, social media tagging, filtering out “informational noise”,
the speed of obtaining information and identifying the key performance indicators — KPIs (an
aggregated set of qualitative indicators, in this study, “likes”, shares, comments and mentions,
for the evaluation of the effectiveness of information messages in order to determine the cover-
age of information in terms of the activities of political parties and the effectiveness of online
party activity (the ratio between posts and user-generated comments), as well as its weight in
social networks) on social media (GRAVE 2019).
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EmpPiricAL RESULTS

Following the above mentioned procedure, according to the results of the web-based analysis,
the following table shows such factors as the number and sentiment of social media posts about
the activities of political parties created by the general public, as well as the aggregated key
performance indicators of political parties (7able ). It should be noted that the dataset used
consists of data of only eight Hungarian political parties, namely Hungarian Civic Alliance
(Magyar Polgari Szévetség, Fidesz), Movement for a Better Hungary (Jobbik Magyarorszagért
Mozgalom, Jobbik), Our Homeland Movement (Mi Hazank Mozgalom, Mozgalom), Hungari-
an Socialist Party (MSZP), Democratic Coalition (Demokratikus Koalicio, DK), Dialogue for
Hungary (Pdrbeszéd Magyarorszagert, PM), Momentum Movement (Momentum Mozgalom,
Momentum) and Hungary’s Green Party (Magyarorszag Zold Partja, LMP), as these political
parties have had the opportunity to run candidates in various national elections or the 2019 Eu-
ropean parliamentary election, and remained influential forces and politically relevant after the
2018 Hungarian parliamentary election.

TABLE 1. The number and sentiment of social media posts by individual users and the
aggregated key performance indicators (KPIs) of political parties between January 2018 and

December 2019.
. Social media posts (in thousands)

Political party Total Positive Negative KPI Index
Fidesz 247.14 4.51 56.11 0.51
Jobbik 383.95 3.18 70.88 0.68
Mi Hazéank 18.78 0.41 6.79 0.02
MSZP 178.91 3.45 47.71 0.14
DK 243.95 4.90 38.19 0.16
PM 88.44 1.61 20.08 0.05
Momentum 56.58 0.47 10.44 0.03
LMP 21.06 0.38 4.48 0.02
Total 1238.81 18.91 254.69 —

Own editing, data source: SOCIALBAKERS 2021 and public APIs!

According to Table 1, in particular, it is noticeable that during the investigation period (from
January 2018 to December 2019), user-generated social media platforms were primarily dom-
inated by the political activities of Jobbik (383.95 thousand posts), presumably in part due to
their unusually high level of party activity on Facebook, and Fidesz (247.14 thousand posts),
for the most part having a negative sentiment (in this respect, Fidesz leads with 70.88 thousand
posts and Jobbik with 56.11 thousand posts). All factors considered, the radical right-wing par-
ty Jobbik took the lead in this period, with the result of 0.68, according to the aggregated key
performance indicators.

Wmconducted a semantic sentiment analysis by computing the sentiment of social media posts using a set
of datasets, including SOCIALBAKERS (2021), and social media data extracted from various application programming

interfaces (APIs) provided by FACEBOOK FOR DEVELOPERs (2021a, 2021b) for INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK, GOOGLE
DEVELOPERS (2021) for YOUTUBE, and TWITTER DEVELOPER (2021) for Twitter.


https://www.socialbakers.com/statistics
https://www.socialbakers.com/statistics
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/instagram-basic-display-api
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/pages
https://developers.google.com/youtube/v3
https://developers.google.com/youtube/v3
https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/twitter-api
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In order to compare the changes in the number of messages about party activities, the au-
thor identified the dynamics of information flow concerning the activities of political parties in
social media platforms. The use of technological and social networking resources helps us to
visualize changes in the dynamics of information flow from political communication to online
presence. Therefore, it should be noted that Figure I shows that the tendency of intensification
of online political communication does increase not only during election campaigns, for exam-
ple, we can detect a peak of activities in April 2018 — during the month of the 2018 Hungarian
parliamentary election —, and in May 2019 — during the month of the 2019 European Parliament
election —, as these are the periods for which political parties and actors are the most active, but
we also see a peak of activities in other periods as well, for example, in December 2019, when
the protests against the so-called “slave law” began. After the above-mentioned elections and
social phenomena, the intensity level of information flow had constantly decreased. The reason
for this is that their heightened social interest had decreased, and political parties had spent less
resources for targeted advertising and political campaigns. Specifically, the data for the far-right
party Mi Hazank must be interpreted differently from others. The dynamics of information flow
concerning their political activities show a high level of intensity as the party has not officially
existed before June 2018.

FIGURE 1. Dynamics of information flow concerning party activities in social media plat-
forms between January 2018 and December 2019.
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2 The author computed the information flow in social networks using a set of datasets, including SOCIALBAKERS (2021),

and the social media data extracted from various application programming interfaces (APIs) provided by FACEBOOK
For DEVELOPERS (2021a, 2021b) for Instagram and FACEBOOK, GOOGLE DEVELOPERS (2021) for YOUTUBE, TWITTER
DEVELOPER for TWITTER, RAKUTEN VIBER DEVELOPERS (2021) for Viber, and other social media platforms (REDDIT
2021).


https://www.socialbakers.com/statistics
https://www.socialbakers.com/statistics
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/instagram-basic-display-api
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/pages
https://developers.google.com/youtube/v3
https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/twitter-api
https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/twitter-api
https://developers.viber.com/community
https://www.reddit.com/dev/api
https://www.reddit.com/dev/api

20 Tanulmdnyok BEEVEDERE 2021. 4.

If we turn to the analysis of microblogging services, we can see that a microblog as a channel
for online political communication allows creating a mutual dialogue between party represent-
atives and citizens without “intermediaries” (WATERs et al. 2010; SHULTZ 2013). While then
an American undergraduate student, Jack Dorsey, one of the earliest pioneers and founders
of microblogging, has founded Twitter in 2006, which was one of the first microblogging site
based on internet information, blogging approaches and social networking resources (LIU et al.
2012). The definition of “microblog” — like most computer terms — is borrowed from the English
language, and is an abbreviation of “micro” and “weblog”, which means “a blog in the form of a
short message for anyone to read, sent especially from a mobile phone” (CAMBRIDGE DICTION-
ARY 2021). In short, a microblog is a separate online page or site with open or limited access.
This type of internet resources is characterized by a public nature and involves the engagement
of a third-party entity (an online user or reader) who has the ability to create posts and commu-
nicate with the author (a microblogger or in this case, a political actor). In general, conversation
occurs through comments (“tweets”) or responses (“retweets”, shares, etc.) to microblog entries
and articles published by the author, providing feedback.

TABLE 2. Analysis of the number and sentiment of user-generated posts (tweets or shares)
pertaining to the activities of political parties in Twitter microblogging service between
January 2018 and December 2019 (in thousands).

Tweets and shares by users

Political party Joined Followers Total Positive Negative
Fidesz? September 2014 4.10 8.83 0.16 2.00
Jobbik Augustus 2009 7.91 13.92 0.12 2.57
. , June
Mi Hazank 2019 1.19 0.66 0.03 0.35
MSZP September 2010 11.89 6.91 0.13 2.23
DK* — — 6.09 0.01 0.46
PM* — — 2.58 0.11 1.38
Momentum February 3.57 1.46 0.02 0.48
2017
April
LMP 2009 10.10 0.55 0.01 0.18
Total — 38.76 40.99 0.59 9.74

Own editing, data source: SOCIALBAKERS 2021 and TWITTER DEVELOPER 2021°.

According to the results of the web-based analysis (7able 2), the number and sentiment
of user-generated tweets and/or shares pertaining to the activities of political actors can be

3 The official Twitter account of Fidesz was created as a channel for the Fidesz-KDNP delegation to the European
Parliament.

4 DK and PM do not have an official Twitter account.

5 The author conducted a semantic sentiment analysis by computing the sentiment of “tweets” (together with

“retweets” and shares), using a set of datasets, including SociaLBakEers (2021), and the social media data social
media data extracted from the application programming interface (API) provided by TwitTer DEVELOPER (2021) for
Twitter.


https://www.socialbakers.com/statistics
https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/twitter-api
https://www.socialbakers.com/statistics
https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/twitter-api
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determined as follows: MSZP was the most popular Hungarian parliamentary party on Twitter
with the followers of approximately of 11.9 thousand users. On the other hand, individual users
have posted the highest number of tweets and shares with negative sentiment about the right-
wing populist party Jobbik and the governing party Fidesz, meaning respectively 2.57 thousand
and 2 thousand of the examined user-generated tweets, retweets and shares have had a negative
sentiment in the analysis period.

TABLE 3. Analysis of the activities of political parties in YouTube video hosting service.

Political Channel name Date Videos Subscribers ~ Total views
party created  (in thousands) (in thousands) (in millions)
. . December
Fidesz Fidesz 2015 3.15 8.46 2.66
Jobbik Magyaror-
. szagért Mozgalom  March
Jobbik (Movement for a 2009 5.50 22.10 23.21
Better Hungary)
Mi Hazank Moz- Jul
Mi Hazéank  galom (Our Home- Y 0.54 18.10 4.34
2018
land Movement)
Magyar Szocialista Septem-
MSZP Pért (Hungarian rpz 010 7.48 3.85 5.90
Socialist Party)
Demokratikus Ko- October
DK alici6é (Democratic 3.30 4.40 3.29
s 2011
Coalition)
Parbeszéd Magyar-
PM orszagért (Dialogue | COMAY 33 1.42 115
2013
for Hungary)
Momentum MomenTube De;: (e)rln6ber 0.24 12.70 8.54
LMP - Magyaror-
szadg Zold Partja ~ October
LMP (LMP — Hungary’s 2008 4.56 9.50 8.83
Green Party)
Total — — 24.32 49.73 45.04

Source: own editing, data source: YOUTUBE 2021

More specifically, Table 2 demonstrates that on the moderately marginal sites of microblog-
ging services (in this analysis, on Twitter), there is a relatively small number of tweets and
shares by individual users, and they appeared more predominantly with a negative sentiment
(9.74 thousand tweets and shares). In this regard, it can be assumed that Hungarian users and
representatives of political parties do not fully use this channel of political communication, giv-
ing preference to social networking sites, such as Facebook. Hence, online video-sharing plat-
forms and services should be taken into consideration while analyzing social media as a channel


https://www.youtube.com/
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of political communication. One cannot fail to recognize the popularity of the video hosting
service, YouTube, which has more than 2 billion monthly users. Currently, all parliamentary
parties have YouTube channels, as shown in the Table 3.

As can be seen from Table 3, it may be noted that overall, Jobbik was by far the most popular
Hungarian political party on the video hosting service, YouTube. More precisely, 22.1 thousand
people have subscribed to their official channel, and to date, their total number of views exceed
23.21 million. Taking the number of subscribers into account, in second place was the far-
right political party Mi Hazank with 18.10 thousand subscribers. Their channel has gained an
unusually high number of subscribers in over 2 years on YouTube, considering that their total
number of views is only 4.34 million. On the other hand, MSZP was the most active political
party on YouTube, they have released approximately 7.48 thousand public videos in slightly
over a decade. However, the data in Table 3 shows that despite the popularity of YouTube, Hun-
garian political parties have not made full use of the inherent potential of this internet service,
which is confirmed by the relatively small number of subscribers and views of party channels in
comparison with the overall coverage of European or Canadian political parties (for example,
VESNIC-ALUJEVIC — VAN BAUWEL 2014; RaBY et al. 2017).

Turning to the analysis of social networks (in the form of mentions), it should noted that
their functional purpose is primarily is to inform and mobilize online users in order to unite them
into communities and groups based on shared social interests, including the opportunity for sup-
porting or opposing a particular political party (KLausz 2016; PERRIN 2015). The advantages
of this approach of political communication include wide audience coverage, rapid information
dissemination, direct interaction with political actors and candidates through mutual dialogue
through dialogue, the ability to discuss socio-political issues, as the dissemination of informa-
tion about upcoming and past party events. Therefore, the Internet has created online network
communities united by common social interests and horizontal communication links that allow
users to overcome the barriers of political hierarchy and subordination (STIEGLITZ — DANG-XU-
AN 2012; ENLI — SKOGERBG 2013).

According to a study by NRC (KLENOVSZKI 2019), as of 2018, 73 percent of Hungarians (be-
tween the age of 15 and 69) were using at least one social media platform daily, and 84 percent
of the same demographic group were using at least one social media platform once a month. Sta-
tista (MEDVE 2020) data show that, over the last years, Facebook (5.4 million users), YouTube
(5.1. million users), Viber (2.9. million users), Instagram (2.1 million users) have been the most
popular social media platforms in Hungary. At the same time, Instagram, YouTube and Pinterest
are currently the fastest-growing social media platforms in Hungary. Based on the above statis-
tics, Facebook accounts for about 55.3 percentage of Hungary’s population, YouTube accounts
for nearly 52.2 percentage of Hungary’s population, and Instagram accounts for approximately
21.5 percentage of Hungary’s population.

Based on the results of the web-based analysis, the author of this paper reveals the aggre-
gated number of references (online posts, messages, articles, reports etc.) by individual users
with regard to political party activities and electioneering exercises in social media platforms
between January 2018 and December 2019 (Z7able 4). This data clearly shows that there are
significantly more users on Facebook than other social media platforms, and thus, Hungarian
political parties and actors concentrate considerably more effort into Facebook communication
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strategies. Additionally, as the opposition parties could only make limited use of traditional
campaign channels, they deliberately rely on social media platforms.

TABLE 4. Analysis of the number of mentions by individual users with regard to party
activities in social networks between Jan 2018 and December 2019 (in thousands).

Political party Facebook Twitter YouTube Other Overall
Fidesz 254.80 10.32 2.05 21.59 288.76
Jobbik 392.88 16.19 3.84 33.54 446.45
Mi Hazank 24.40 0.93 0.23 1.01 26.57
MSZP 162.13 6.91 1.66 8.27 178.97
DK 263.45 7.12 1.97 12.49 285.03
PM 93.35 3.00 0.81 5.68 102.84
Momentum 73.45 2.07 0.65 3.87 80.04
LMP 18.90 0.55 0.14 1.48 21.07
Total 1283.36 47.08 11.36 87.93 1429.71

Own editing, data source: SOCIALBAKERS 2021 and public APIs®

Overall, Table 4 also shows that the largest number of mentions of political parties has been
observed in the social networks, Facebook (with the total number of mentions of 1.28 million)
and Twitter (with the total number of mentions of 47.08 thousand). Interestingly and unexpect-
edly, despite the fact YouTube was the second most popular social networking platform among
Hungarian population aged 18 years and older, the users of Twitter, which was relatively un-
popular among the demographic groups within the total population of Hungary, have generated
considerably more content about political activities in the form of mentions. In social networks,
the most frequently mentioned political parties were Jobbik (with the total number of mentions
of 446.45 thousand) and Fidesz (with the total number of mentions of 288.76 thousand). These
parties have been the most popular in the social media platform, Facebook (Jobbik with 392.88
thousand mentions and Fidesz with 254.8 thousand mentions). The social-liberal DK was the
third most popular party with the total number of mentions of 285.03 thousand (most frequently
in Facebook with 263.45 thousand mentions). And finally, MSZP was the fourth most often
mentioned party with the total number of mentions of 178.97 thousand (most frequently in
Facebook with 162.13 thousand mentions).

¢ The author computed the number mentions in social networks using a set of datasets, including SociaLBAKERS (2021),

and the social media data extracted from various application programming interfaces (APIs) provided by FaceBook
For DEvELOPERS (2021a, 2021b) for Instagram and FACEBOOK, GOOGLE DEVELOPERS (2021) for YouTuBg, TWITTER
DEVELOPER (2021) for TWITTER, RAKUTEN VIBER DEVELOPERS for Viber, and other online media platforms (REDDIT
2021).
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DiscussioN AND CONCLUSION

Summing up the above discussion, it is worth noting that social networks have high potential as
a framework of political communication, and the use of social networks for political purposes
is mainly implemented in positive directions: it provides a quick connection of political actors
and citizens through the use of social networking platforms and blogs; makes it possible for
individual users to express new ideas and post “non-standard” content (BALDWIN — L1 2015);
acts a means of mobilization; confers the ability to immediately reach the electorate, as well as
the ability to analyze and monitor audience engagement and activities; increases the possibility
of popularizing any topic, including political content, through “opinion leaders” (TURCOTTE et
al. 2017); establishes new methods for obtaining information and initiating a neutral discussi-
on platform; acts as an indicator for the sentiment of political actors and citizens; displays the
emotions of citizens; eliminates geographical, physical, institutional and organizational barriers
in the political life of society; ensures the prevention and suppression of criminal activities; ser-
ves a as a rapid channel for the population to receive up-to-date information. However, among
many other challenges and difficulties, there are also negative trends associated with the use of
social networks for political purposes: the formal presence of politicians on social networks; the
threat to public and state security; the unregulated spread of misinformation and “fake” news
(Snu et al. 2017); the involvement of users in extremist or terrorist organizations; the possible
restrictions on freedom of speech.

This study has shown that social networks are now an important channel for communication
between citizens and between civil society and political parties. They have a high degree of in-
teraction with parallel political processes. It is worth noting that today social networks are also a
kind of indicator of political and public sentiment, through which it is easy to understand which
topics are of the greatest concern to political actors or citizens, and which solutions will trans-
late from online discussions to offline actions. Therefore, the use of social media demonstrates
that a new mode of communication between political actors and citizens has been established in
the last decade, which has a universal characteristic as a potential function of receiving “feed-
back” (GUREVITCH et al. 2009, WAN et al. 2015). The web-based analysis of social networking
sites allowed the author to identify a tendency for the predominance of negative sentiment in
messages with regard to party activities, as well as an increase in social media activity during
election periods.

The development of political communication in social networks has contributed to the trans-
fer of the institution of representation — of political and citizen interests — to the virtual space.
This leads to greater participation in a variety of online political actors, ranging from voting and
electoral mobilization to protest demonstrations. This is an activity that promotes the interests
of civic groups — and ultimately, civic representation — through social media in several ways.
First, social networks add a new element to information search and influences the collection and
processing of information, for example, about the state of the political environment. Secondly,
there is a strong information pressure, exerted indirectly through the organization of information
campaigns (for example, by maximizing the spread of information about a social or political
issue through views, commenting, sharing, or reposting). Finally, social networks serve as direct
pressure through personal communication with a political actor, candidate, or party.
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Therefore, the transfer of socio-political relations to social networks has created a new con-
stituent element of political communication. Social networks not only provide the interactivity
and connectivity, but also enables actors (political parties, individual users, personal pages,
government officials, news feeds, discussion groups, online communities) to create and share
any political information or news. We can say that the development of political communication
in social networks occurs in two directions. First, this is a duplication of the functions of tradi-
tional forms of political communication, for instance, social networks became a major platform
for the current agenda-setting process. On the other hand, social networks create parallel, new,
modern forms and tools of political communication in cyberspace, which have a wide range of
functionalities (STIER et al. 2018). In regard to the functionalities of political communication in
social networking platforms, it can be noted that they are “universal” in nature — most often,
social networks act as a tool for disseminating or storing information, as well a PR platform or
a discussion platform. From this point of view, the (online) communication function seems to
be the most important, since social networks in the system of political communication serve
as an important means of establishing contact with voters (ENLI — MoOE 2013). There are also
distinctive cognitive (social networks as an environment for understanding cognition about re-
ality), cultural (social networks as an environment for forming political culture) and informative
(social networks as a medium for accumulating and storing political information and political
knowledge) functions (Passy 2001; KHANG et al. 2014; ALLCOTT — GENTZKOW 2017).

As a conclusion, based on the results of the web-based analysis, the author provides the
following recommendations to political parties and actors in order to improve the effectiveness
of political communication with civilians: (1) political actors should generate open, universally
accessible, transparent and high-quality content in various formats (video stream, image files,
interactive events, surveys, instant messaging and chat, text-based posts, etc.); (2) political ac-
tors should post more detailed reports on party activities on the news feed of pages, commu-
nities and groups in social networking sites (3) political actors might use various social media
marketing (SMM), internet marketing and IT tools in order to promote posts and messages
about party activities in social media platforms; and (4) political actors might analyze and mon-
itor the changes in the levels of activity of target audience and the influence of political posts on
this type of activity in social platforms (for example, by analyzing the number and sentiment of
messages and posts of online users).
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ABSTRACT
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INTRODUCTION

The most relevant symbol of tourism taking place in Hungary including its capital is the House
of Parliament. The Building of the National Assembly in Hungary plays a direct and indirect
role in the forming of a picture of the country; as a tourist attraction it is seen by a lot of visitors
frequently, as well as it functions as an emblem representing Hungary and Budapest. In the
course of conducting my research the fact revealed itself that experts have paid very few atten-
tion to the role the House of Parliament plays in the shaping of nation image. The goal of this
present writing is to compensate for this shortcoming.

What role does the Building of the National Assembly and its immediate environment play
in the process of nation branding in our homeland? What ways and methods would be of help
to bring the Parliament Building examined in its micro-environment closer to nation image as
a whole?

My hypothesis is based on the premise that the House of Parliament in Hungary plays an
outstanding role in shaping Hungarians’ national identity and the picture foreigners form about
the country.

Firstly, it is important to lay down conceptual framework, after which I’ll take the historical
context in which the nation image was being shaped under scrutiny. For analysing nation image
I’1 take nation branding goals emanating from marketing expert Arpad Ferenc Papp-Vary as a
basis, then I’ll show the inner identity forming force of the House of Parliament and that how
much it shapes the country’s tourism, closing the line of my thoughts with a summary. It is im-
portant to emphasise that I’ll examine the House of Parliament as a cultural venue.

How? To provide an answer to this question, it is necessary to ask some more and clarify the
answers given to them.

Members of society are carriers of culture. In this fact the House of Parliament as the most
well-known building in Hungary and a multifunctional institution, not only the history but also
the cultural background of which is considerable, can play a role.

Acquiring national culture provides a basis for the forming of national identity even today.
In international literature this process is called ‘national enculturation’. In today’s information
society national culture finds its way to get to members of society through several mediums oth-
er than school, such as, community elements, experiences, effects, festivals, as well as national
memorial places that gain from a wider social discourse.

In domestic literature Ferenc Pataki was the first to formulate the following: “It seems
reasonable to make a conceptual differentiation between self and identity; self is a complex,



32 Tanulmdnyok BEEVEDERE 2021. 4.

multifunctional system that includes the knowledge of a person about himself. In this multifunc-
tional system societal identities (with national identity among them) create a separate system
referring to the knowledge of a person relating to himself, emanating from society. Everyone
has this.” (Patak1 2001.)

CONCEPTUAL OVERVIEW OF NATION IMAGE ASs AN ELEMENT OF
SELF-REPRESENTATION

Marketing experts have long made a conceptual differentiation between ‘image’ and ‘branding’.
Image is the picture formed in the recipient not by traditional marketing tools but by mouth
advertisement, training occasions, scholarships or media tools; a sort of a mixture made up of
inner opinion, consciousness and impressions. In her lecture note written about tourism market-
ing Boglarka Kozma circumscribes the definition of ‘image’ as follows: “The general, almost
not recognised source of information that falls out of the direct effect of tourism designers.”
(Kozma 2004. 302.)

By contrast, brand is a result of a reality constructed from outside, the message of which is
made up by marketing experts. It includes everything that “others” think about the given item,
thus used as a tool for differentiation.

The definition emanating from marketing experts Philip Kotler and Kevin Lane Keller ex-
plains the concept of brand as follows: “a brand can be a name, an expression, a token, a symbol,
a design or a combination of these that serves the function of identification of a product or a
service offered by a seller or a group of sellers or their differentiation from those offered by com-
petitors” (KOTLER — KELLER 2006. 954.). Considering this, anything can be a brand; a person,
a service or even a country. A lecture note used at Budapest Business School uses a clear-out
definition for branding that given its simplicity formulates an eternal truth concerning every
area: “brand is a thought planted in consumers’ mind” (Kozma 2004. 303.).

A main difference between ‘nation image’ and ‘nation branding’ lies exactly in that while
image is based on an inner “we-consciousness”, i.e. identity, branding is a result of a process
directed from outside. A brand created through nation branding is what shapes feelings and
thoughts relating to a given state. On the other hand, nation image is a mixture compounded
with perceptions and stereotypes and is considerably more difficult to influence (Huszt1 2003).
The central message of nation brand can be devoid of stereotypes, a part of a nation image, or
a complementation of it, it is not necessarily a concept defined in contrast to it (tradeforum.org,
2018). By applying a proper nation branding technique nation image can be formed and chan-
nelled in a desirable way.

The concept of nation image was defined in the late twentieth century, although it had been
applied much more earlier. International realignment following World War II altered power re-
lations, putting nearly two hundred states in the place of previously existing quasi-fifty. Today,
owing to the effects of globalisation and development in information communication technolo-
gies, it is easy to gain information about current happenings in Bhutan or even Argentina. The
picture formed of a country and the messages attached to it arrive to the online space through
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a direct way, exerting a continuous effect to each other, this way doubling the effect of every
message (Papp-VARY 2009. 8-9.). It is particularly true nowadays when questions concerning
nation state have come into the limelight.

That is why so-called “soft” power—that in contrast to economic and hard, military factors
means the benefit coming from the area of sport, culture and science—can have a considerable
role. A professor at Harvard University, Joseph Nye considers that soft power gained an out-
standing importance in the twenty-first century given that owing to the effects of globalisation
promoting standardisation a nation state is not any more able to differentiate itself from its
competitors, the other ones (SzOrENYI 2009). This is what makes a complex content being able
to differentiate from competition, to mark products and services in a way through the process of
branding necessary to create and communicate. Nation image including nation branding have to
hold its own in this resulting situation.

When designing nation image strategies decision makers and experts often use a classic
technique applied in corporational environment, although country as a brand carries several
special traits. The most important attribute and at the same time difference is that while classic
brand comes with ownership relations, state has no real owner, each and every citizen and soci-
ety as a whole can be attached to ownership, thus being able to exert an influence on the brand.
The situation is convoluted by that in the case of republic as a state form decision makers of the
country are representatives chosen through elections who design nation image strategy instead
of the whole of the citizens (Papp-VARY 2003. 7.). What means another difficulty in this “sys-
tem” is that strategy making requires a longer-term perspective than most of the soft powers,
efforts invested will pay off only decades later. However, given that democratic systems change
every four years, it is difficult to create a strategy that is sustainable for decades, pointing to the
same direction. A general tendency is that every new leadership thinks through directions, this
way decreasing the efficiency of nation branding.

Therefore, the other considerable difference to traditional brand building is that a firm’s
brand is directed from up to down, following a so-called “top-down” method. Management on
top of the hierarchy defines the direction of branding and executes it or gets it executed by its
co-workers and subordinates. In this case, brand consists of some components and finds its way
to consumers through a chosen communication channel, in the most efficient way possible. In
the mechanism of nation branding these channels of communication aren’t operated by a sterile
or central coordination to bring the message to recipients, but they are immanent in every citi-
zen’s every move (PAPP-VARY 2009/b).

When arriving Liszt Ferenc International Airport, options to both border check and getting
to the city—Kdbanya-Kispest railway station, compartments in metro, the manners presented
by the cab driver—all form the first, and most important, impression in visitors coming to Hun-
gary. Already then, a positive or negative picture of the country is beginning to shape, everyday
contacts provide unlimited opportunity to image creation.

A classic brand can be built through a well-structured system, can exactly be attached to
space and time. An interesting example to changing of a brand name is provided by the case of
Burger King. The company’s leadership offers the same products and services in Australia as in
Europe, with the sole difference that in the former it does that under the brand name “Hungry
Jack” (TERRY — FOREST 2008). Nation brand, however, is unchanging; its name cannot be altered
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just as it is the case with geographical location, its development takes place on a much more
determined path (PAPP-VARY 2009/b). All this testifies that states’ leaderships should create their
strategies concerning long-term nation image considering and at the same time applying the
rules of classic branding.

MEASURING NATION IMAGE

In 2005, a marketing expert Simon Anholt, the coiner of the term ‘nation branding’ devised a
surprising theory for the qualitative analyse of nation image. Anholt examines states by com-
paring them to each other, this way making the ranking between them possible. His theory is
based on a comprehensive opinion-poll drawing conclusions concerning a country’s reputation
by using representative samples. The questionnaire including fifty questions examines countries
using six segments that are the following: nations’ culture, politics, business affairs, human re-
sources, investment opportunities and touristic attractions. All these factors together constitute
an index published on an annual basis (now by a research company designated for this task),
evaluating amongst others Hungary. But before taking a look at Hungary’s National Branding
Index (NBI), I will now show these six segments which are to be taken into account when meas-
uring a nation’s reputation (ANHOLT 2005).

The first dimension is the political environment regarding which the following questions
are to be answered: what form of government of the given country has, including the degree of
government’s competence in leadership, what tools they use and how fair they are, how much
room to maneuver they have on the international platform, what kind of an approach they take
to human rights issues (NAGY 2008). The second aspect of NBI is centred around economy,
particularly export activity, concretely which products of the given country we know, whether
we identify a service with the country that offers it. The next NBI factor is tourism which is
such a basic element of nation image that its raison d’étre has never been questioned by any one
of state leaders. Tourism marketing is identified with nation branding in many cases. Mostly,
leaderships’ fault is rooted in that under the “guise” of nation’s reputation building they create
advertisements facilitating tourism, however, it takes up only a sixth of nation image. The index
here mainly shows what tourist attractions of a given country respondents are aware of, whether
they would choose the examined country as a travel destination. Volume of investments and
immigration are the fourth dimension in Anholt’s Model. This segment means the examination
of the attractiveness of a country, not the force emanated from tourism, but that which brings
foreigners to work or learn there. This kind of long-term trust is what provides a basis for capital
investments. The next aspect focuses on culture and heritage taking intellectual heritage of both
current times and long ago under scrutiny, from national value through sport achievements to
globally known eternal principles. The last segment, which is the sixth one, refers to a country’s
people, population: how much they are open, kind and tolerant to their minorities. Basically, the
index values reveal how “others”, namely foreigners, see us Hungarians, in other words what
inner identity, mentality of the given nation has. With regard to NBI Hexagon it is important to
highlight that each of the dimensions has the same relevance during research, so the order above
in this section doesn’t reflect priority.
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Hungary was amongst the initially examined 35 countries, having achieved the 23" place
after the first round of research, which is a higher ranking than the ones gained by two other
countries from the Central East European region, namely Czechia and Poland. Although this
counts as an outstanding result comparing to the rest of Central East European countries, it
shows that respondents have quite little knowledge about us. The country that had the most
positive opinion about us was that of the rising sun, Japan, regarding us as welcoming, diligent
and reliable people. However, more than 80 percent of respondents had never been to Hungary,
and only half of the rest 20 percent had come to visit our homeland as a tourist. The fact that
approximately 12 percent of respondents knew someone from Hungary personally and more
than 20 percent of them had bought a Hungarian product is in line with this (Turizmus Bulletin
2006). This proportion is very low for forming an in-depth, relevant opinion of our country.

Hungary’s accession to the EU and the fact of democratic transition taken place were im-
portant elements in the area of political environment. Countries that have a longer history of
democracy as a basic value and practice in their governance all achieved a place nearer to the
top of the list than us. Regarding export products and services products churned out by food
industry and heavy industry were better known by respondents. We didn’t gain a high ranking
as a tourist destination, either, having been put to the 26" place in this category. The highest
number of people who planned to visit Hungary came from France, Italy and Spain, which
viewing the period between 2006-2018 doesn’t reflect reality, considering that in the past years
Budapest enjoyed quite dynamic tourism with an increase in the proportion of exactly German
and Russian visitors. With regard to built heritage Hungary got a better evaluation, respondents
found our country wonderful, exciting and predictable. Respondents from Great-Britain, Cana-
da and the US would welcome the opportunity to come to our homeland to work or study. In the
subject matter of cultural dimension results showed museums, circuses and sculpture as those
representing the most interesting cultural value.
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Since the time examined, i.e. 2006, more than one of these six factors have been showing
continuous change. Nation image of Hungary analysed by NBI annually was quite constant in
the period between 2008-2011, followed by a decrease in reputation in 2011-2012 in the eye of
some nations, for example Mexicans or Italians. In the area of export, governance and culture
this situation had been improved, followed by a decline some years later again. We can say that
Hungary as a state doesn’t have a solid nation image, the picture formed of the country is in a
constant move, despite the fact that the process of reshaping a country’s reputation takes quite
a long time and is influenced by many factors. Simon Anholt saw this phenomenon as unusual,
advising that Hungary should pay more attention to its nation image given that it exerts a con-
siderable influence on its business life and international political relations to which continuous
fluctuation has a detrimental impact (HAHN 2013).

NATION IMAGE PRACTICE IN HUNGARY

Following the change of regime, although political leadership in Hungary paid a marginal at-
tention to the question of country image in several policies, their approach restricted to tourism.
During the time of first free elections, the launching of privatisation and democratic transition
decision makers had little capacity to the shaping of the picture formed about the country. Truly
though, there was no need for it. Tourism as a sector was an engine of economy, goulash com-
munism having prevailed in previous decades and nostalgic remembrance of it attracted many
visitors to our homeland. That time Hungary was the fifth most popular destination in the world.
Although tourists’ interest to this East European communist exotism and nostalgia turned out
to be short-lived, it exerted quite a considerable impact. Very soon, it resulted in the need for
creating a complex nation image for the sake of a sustainable tourism.

The turn of the millennium brought the need for putting theory into practice, namely devis-
ing the concept for creating a coordinated, comprehensive nation marketing. To accomplish this
task, Country Image Centre was called into being. The institution wasn’t long-lived, its oper-
ation was terminated in 2002 in the crossfire of political debates. The institution fell under the
direction of the Political Minister of State for Communication from the Prime Minister’s Office,
led by Istvan Zoltan Toth. Its aim was to put a single symbol representing Hungary (such as
maple leaf of Canada, windmill of the Netherlands, e-services of Estonia) in the place of inter-
pretations like “horse herd-goulash-plain” and “the most cheerful barrack” (ToTH 2000. 156.).
Without executing an in-depth analysis of problems occurred in the background, I’d only like to
highlight that the institution’s mission was to shape Hungarians’ national identity and foreign-
ers’ opinion formed about the country by taking an interdisciplinary approach and harmonising
policies (PAPP-VARY 2009/a). With the abolishment of Country Image Centre the issue of nation
image was redirected to different policies with Government Communications Headquarters set
up in Prime Minister’s Office having been assigned to deal with it, requiring much less financial
and human resources (BALaTONI 2018).

During this period two important conferences were delivered; the first one, organised by the
state in the context of Hungary’s accession to the EU, took place in 2004, the other was organised
by a foundation known as DEMOS Hungary, with the title “Country Branding — International
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Identity and Image”. These initiatives directed participants’ attention to the relevance of nation
image, though they didn’t succeed in conveying their message to decision makers and making
them view Hungary as a brand.

This situation was changed by the establishment of Country Brand Council in 2008, ac-
cording to a government decision [2176/2008. (XII. 18.)]. In 2009 Department of Foreign Af-
fairs, cultural institutions, offices of Hungarian Investment and Trade Development Agency,
Agricultural Marketing Centre and Hungarian Tourism cPlc. were those that performed the
task of shaping nation image of Hungary. These state institutions determined their marketing
communication goals independently from each other, lacking a harmonised strategy. Country
Brand Council, that commenced its operation with 12 independent professional experts, tried
to remedy this situation with the coordination of and providing professional advices to these
organisations (PAPP-VARY 2009/a. 14.).

In 2010, this Council was renewed and underwent a transformation in the framework of a
government decision [121/2010. (X. 8.)]. According to this, Country Brand Council became a
platform for reflection, advice and vocational preparation showing paths that lead to the crea-
tion of a single nation image and the shaping of a picture of the country. It initiated researches,
devised strategies, monitored domestic and foreign press for analyses and professional writings,
by which made summaries and studies (Nemzeti Jogszabalytar, 2010).

Apart from the president, Council performed its duties with the cooperation of 25 members
designated by the Minister of Administration and Justice. Secretary of the Council was ap-
pointed by Minister of State for Social Relations. The mandate spanned a two-years term, with
no compensation for the work performed (Nemzeti Jogszabalytar, 2010). Co-presidents of the
Council were Deputy Minister of State for Government Communication from then Department
of Administration and Justice, Borbala Papp-Vary and Deputy Minister of State for Cultural
Diplomacy from then Department of Foreign Affairs, Gergely Prohle. Members of the Council
were among others historian Balazs Ablonczy, psychologist Maria Kopp, film director Csaba
Kael or architect Sandor Finta. The team was enlarged by a museologist, a fashion designer, a
communication expert as well as an actor, with the Council’s work supported by a team com-
petent in the area of advertisement. This institution having presented an integrated approach,
that in the end numbered 20 members with almost every area represented, could have been the
first governing organisation channelling nation image of Hungarians to one direction, joining
different policies together (PAPP-VARY 2009/a).

However, voluntary nature of the initiative prevented this body from achieving a major
success, although they presented a proper approach from the point of view of nation branding.
Nowadays Hungarian Touristic Agency is what executes this task of harmonising.

LEGAL BACKGROUND OF THE SHAPING OF NATIONAL IDENTITY
AT THE TIME OF HUNGARY’S DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION AND
THEREAFTER

The ruling government proposed their early ideas concerning national and statal emblems on the
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8™ March in 1989; relating to the Crest, the National Flag and the capital of the country. Other
symbols expressing national identity were also named by them. As further ones “Himnusz”,
“Szbzat”, and as historical objects of outstanding importance the Sceptre, the Globus Cruciger,
the Robe, and the Holy Right were included in their list.

The proposal didn’t seem to be problematic in the case of the Flag and the capital city, how-
ever the altering of the Crest triggered numerous debates. In the end, legislation accepted pro-
visions concerning their use. In time of national celebrations and commemorations the Flag of
the Hungarian Republic have been to be hoisted in front of the House of Parliament since then.

The government ruled in 1999 wanted to enact a law to commemorate the millennium an-
niversary of the Founding of the State. And together with this, the Holy Crown. This was the
time when the so-called “Crown Act” was codified. It emphasised that Hungarians unified with
other people in Europe in Christianity. The Crown embodies the continuity, independence and
unity of the Hungarian state. The Holy Crown as a historical emblem refers to that each and
every citizen of the country is part of the power. It has to be put in a worthy place, taken under
the protection of the National Assembly, relocated to the Parliament Building. In the wake of
the National Assembly’s acceptance of the act the Holy Crown as a national symbol was put
into the Parliament Building’s Dome Hall, according to its proper ceremonial order. Previously,
Esztergom and the Hungarian National Museum gave home to it.

The armoured vehicle transporting national relics from the Hungarian National Museum
was going on a protected route to Kossuth Square, the Building of the National Assembly, es-
corted by policemen on motorcycle. The car delivering the Holy Crown, the Globus Cruciger,
the Sceptre and the Sword covered the distance between the two buildings in less than a quarter
of an hour. In the end, the royal-blue coloured vehicle rolled to the main gate of the House of
Parliament where a five-member body were waiting for the national relics; namely the President
of the State Arpéd Goncz, the Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the Speaker Janos Ader, the Pres-
ident of the Constitutional Court Janos Németh and the President of the Hungarian Academy
of Sciences Ferenc Glatz. The ceremony continued by the hoisting of the Flag of the Republic,
followed by the voices of the Hymn and the firing of 21 salutes.

The Holy Crown, the Globus Cruciger, the Sceptre and the Sword were put in a special
storing place set up in the Parliament Building’s Dome Hall. In the storing place, that was built
from 28 million Hungarian Forints and installed with special security equipment of a value of
15 million, the Crown and Crown Jewels are protected from natural light, besides special lights
prevent from shadow being thrown to them. The vitrine is earthquake-resistant, and for the pro-
tection of their state, relics are surrounded by nitrogen instead of oxygen.

THE HUNGARIAN HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT AS A CULTURAL VENUE

Hungarian Parliament Building is situated in the downtown of Budapest, on the banks of Dan-
ube River, in the heart of the city. The edifice found on Kossuth Square spreads in 265 metres
in length, its highest point is 96 metres long. The House of Parliament, being the third biggest
parliament building in the world with a basic area of 17 745, 45 square metres, counts as quite
a large space for holding National Assemblies, in international comparison (DUzsI — SZELL
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2017. 3.) The fate of this iconic structure, which is a must-see attraction for all visitors coming
from within Hungary and abroad, was determined by a design contest. The winner of this com-
petition was the work of Neo-Gothic style of a teacher at Technical University, Imre Steindl,
whose office employed many contemporary prominent architects, among others Erné Foerk,
was assigned to design the building. Neo-Gothic style and construction plans of the building
were heavily criticised that time, finding them old-fashioned and too historicising. However,
there also were arguments for Imre Steindl’s plans, one of them was that tradition of rightly
famous English parliamentarism, National Assembly in England of serious tradition provided
an example to Hungarian society, and its gothic style (Westminster) was a manifestation of this
thought. Besides, the Houses of Parliament in London set an example to follow in an aesthetic
point of view as well, reflected by the similarity of the new castle building of the Hungarian
Parliament to the House of Legislation in England, regarding not only its style but also its river
bank location. At that time Count Gyula Andrassy, then Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, was the politician who was the strongest supporter of constructing the building by this
plan (ANDRASSY 2016).!

Construction works of the House of Parliament started when the hoe hit the ground in 1885
and were completed in the year of 1902. This was the time of the First National Assembly taking
place in the new building. The biggest and most expensive investment of the era attracted the
press’s attention as well, its size and style having been heavily criticized. The fact, however,
that the construction of it revived Hungarian industry is undeniable, as materials from within
the borders of then Hungary were to use together with applying the workforce of preferably
Hungarian craftsmen. Glass artist Miksa Roth, furniture makers Endre Thék and Alajos Michl
as well as master of wrought iron Gyula Jungfer were working on the inner and outer spaces of
the edifice.

Apart from its style the choice of location of the building was also a source of heated criti-
cism.? Construction works were taking place in former Tomé Square that belonged to the out-
skirts of Budapest that time. Building material debris from 1838’s flood piled up here, hence
its name. Later, after the Hungarian Parliament Building had been built it was renamed to
Orszaghaz (“House of Parliament”) Square, than in 1927, after the inauguration of the group of
statues of Kossuth made by Janos Horvay got its name Kossuth Square that is used still today
(TOROK — WACHSLER 2015).

Resulting from its parliamentary function Kossuth Square hosted several prominent events
which were great moments in Hungarian history. Firstly, Hungarian society witnessed procla-
mation of the Third Republic, on this symbolic square. Furthermore, during the years following
the handover of the edifice it provided place mainly for demonstrations, later, in Horthy-era
mass events for Christians were organised here, such as Eucharistic World Congress in 1938.
Under communist regime, Kossuth Square became a place for representation, among others
pioneers’ meetings were organised, or Bertalan Farkas was welcomed here after accomplishing
his travel to space. Kossuth Square is also a place for commemoration, we can remember the
' It is interesting to note that at the evaluation of competition works Steindl’s plan won in a draw with that of Alajos

Hauszmann, but in the end — probably reasoned with the arguments mentioned above — Steindl’s design was
selected.

2 Then Prime Minister Istvan Tisza was also judged on the basis its family’s gaining financial benefit from the buil-
dings’s location on T6mé Square.
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victims of volley of fire in the 25" of October in 1956 when being near the House of Parliament.
On that so-called “Bloody Thursday” perpetrators having remained unknown to this day opened
a volley of fire to the assembling crowd, resulting in the loss of lives of dozens of people. Today,
an exhibition space set up in a ventilation tunnel provides a venue for commemoration of this
day and its victims. On Kossuth Square that had hosted historical moments many community
events took place; concerts were held, a skating ring was established, or Santa Claus Factory
was set up (TOROK — WACHSLER 2015).

In 1972 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) adopt-
ed World Heritage Convention. The institution’s goal is to call attention to humankind’s places
of outstanding value thus protecting their safety. States joining this convention are obliged to
protect the places included in the list (vilagorokseg.hu, 2018.) On the 11" of December in 1987
Buda Castle Quarter as well as landscape of the area spread between Margaret Bridge and
Liberty Bridge along the banks of Danube River, an important part of which is taken up by the
House of Parliament, was taken on UNESCO’s World Heritage List (Moravetz, 2016). Not only
its aesthetic beauty but also its important role filled in during the time of Austrian-Hungarian
Monarchy was emphasised (UNESCO 2018).

As the House of Parliament had been damaged by weather and historical vicissitudes, in
2011 National Assembly decided to reconstruct Kossuth Square in the framework of Steindl
Imre Program, at the expense of 27 billion Forints. It was necessary not only because of quality
problems with the stone material covering the building. It was reasoned with that the House of
Parliament provides not only home for legislative power but also place for the Holy Crown be-
ing kept safe and protected, that’s why it not only serves public law function but should satisfy
touristic goals as well. Besides, it shares its role in tourism with the square spreading in front of
it. Consequently, the main aim of reconstruction was creating a space structure more thought-
through than the previous one, in order to reimplement original, that time already unrecognisa-
ble, design devised by Imre Steindl. Works ended in 2017, with the inauguration of the statue of
Andrassy (nemzetfotere.hu 2018).

On the 7% of October in 2011 National Assembly accepted the Law No CXLIX/2011
about the Amendment of the Law No LXIV/2011 about the Protection of Cultural Heritage.
It made Kossuth Lajos Square a national memorial place of outstanding importance from
the 1% of January in 2012. This title is given to places that carried extraordinary relevance
in national history, were decisive to their era, play important role in national or minori-
ty self-identification, strengthening Hungarians’ “we-consciousness”. Apart from this, they
should enhance Hungary’s international recognition, with nation’s cultural life events tak-
ing place there elevating people’s erudition. According to this law, the owner of a national
memorial place of outstanding importance is the state in every case, decisions regarding
Kossuth Square are made by the all-time Speaker. That is how in the wake of reconstruction
works Kossuth Square was reshaped, and became a national memorial place of outstanding
importance, i.e. Nation’s Main Square (Nemzeti Jogszabalytar 2011). Mentality history of
the Square would be worth being examined in the framework of a further research, as in my
view this law provides a great example for brand building process from up to down (top-
down). Although this law was created by decision makers, it didn’t became a part of common
knowledge, neither of public identity at local level. This process, this transformation to inner
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identity should be important to be examined and rethought with the tool of mental mapping
and those of cultural anthropology.

The House of Parliament is the primary place for legislation, however, it offers a number
of services to satisfy scientific and cultural interest. Cultural Heritage Days, Memorial Places’
Day, Night of Museums all open the gates of the Parliament Building, with those working
there welcoming visitors with a wide range of special programs. It is open to the public when
conferences and book presentation events are delivered which are free to attend for all of the
citizens. In addition, with the Parliament Museum having been called into being, and owing to
the four exhibition spaces free to visit both domestic and foreign tourists can gain information
about the House of Parliament and Kossuth Square. Guided tours for individuals or groups and
related museum pedagogical sessions enrich visitors’ knowledge about the history of legislation
and that of construction of the Parliament. Student and youth programs are organised for high-
school students with the aim of widening their knowledge in the area of pedagogy and civic ed-
ucation. Models and simulations provide fun ways for them to gain first-hand experience of the
National Assembly, the Holy Crown, and the House of Parliament, and by founding fictitious
parties they can get a taste of the joys and difficulties go with representative democracy. Apart
from the Parliament Museum another public collection, namely the Library of the Parliament
supports scientific work and cultural life. The Board for Public Collection and Public Education
puts up the House of Parliament for sale as a cultural product integrating the fields of tourism,
science and pedagogy. In the following chapters I will take the quality of these services under
scrutiny, examining the results coming from the synergy of interconnected areas. My thesis
is that in their micro-environment leaders of the House of Parliament recognised the need for
integration that would be a prerequisite for image building and branding. The Board for Public
Collection and Public Education as an organisational unit underpins this idea.

ANALYSIS OF THE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT AS A CULTURAL PRODUCT

The method I used for examining the quality of services offered by the House of Parliament and
Kossuth Square is SWOT analysis. It is divided into two main parts. Opportunities and threats
are presumptions based on outer, environmental factors. It means that the rigidness of these fac-
tors makes it more difficult to change them. Inner strengths and weaknesses, on the other hand,
are traits to be strengthened and remedied in the short term (KOTLER — KELLER 2006. 94.). The
results of SWOT analysis I below show in table form, highlighting some important attributes
that I’1l deal with in a more detailed way.
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WEAKNESSES STRENGTHS
There is no single communication and market- | It is a unique place: UNESCO.
ing strategy, neither a related image within the | Professionalism prevails (history of co-workers,
House of Parliament, as it is divided into differ- | carpenters, upholsterers, research base).
E ent units. It represents art-historical and historical value.
g Extreme professionalism and the use of legal | Modern technical solutions have been imple-
Q language prevails in the office. mented.
EE There is a lack in human resources (namely a | It is easily accessible from downtown.
& qualified manpower in the field of communica- | There is a rise in the amount of foreign tourists,
E tion). it is a number one tourist attraction in Budapest
Z The function of the House makes the image and | (advertising costs without media buying).
the “spirit” of the place too dominant. Renewed Square and House emit the atmo-
There is strong control exerted by the office: | sphere of modernity, offering visitors a pleasant
stiffness. environment.
It is primarily a place for holding National As-
semblies, leaving little room for other functions.
THREATS OPPORTUNITIES
Financial resources are difficult to access. Event venues have been set up by the Headquar-
Because of the four-year cycle of elections there | ter of Federation of Technical and Scientific So-
) is no room for long-term planning. cieties.
g The place for holding National Assemblies |In courtyard No 3 a new event and exhibition
S makes the capacity for the hosting of visitors | space has been established.
< limited. Event venue found in courtyard No 15 is not
: Due to security reasons enhanced safety mea- | used enough.
= sures have been implemented. There is a prevalence of social media in inde-
S pendent and cultural area.
o Kossuth Square can more frequently be used for
hosting programs, public events.
Numerous new services, special tours (noctur-
nal, or the one taking place in the dome) can be
offered.

The biggest strength of the House of Parliament lies in that it provides a home for artistic
and historical memories as a place that sells itself by their aesthetic character traits. Visitors’
main motivation is primarily to see this place as that of world heritage and only secondarily as
the one for holding National Assemblies. This dualism is reflected in the managing of the House
of Parliament as a cultural product, with its apparatus serving the need of Hungarian legislation,
making economic, cultural and functional aspects taken less into account, often even opposite
to each other. If it could be solved technically, amount of visitors arriving with touristic goals
would be increased, particularly in order to generate revenue, although mass number of visitors
would threaten smooth-running work of National Assemblies and restrict representatives’ move
within the House.

As a next point of SWOT analysis, political environment means such a source of threat that
has an effect on the opinion formed of the Hungarian Parliament Building as a cultural product.
With the changing of the persons of political decision makers (that of the Speaker) positioning
and segmenting of cultural product can be formed. It exerts an influence primarily on Hungari-
ans’ picture shaped of the House of Parliament, as foreign tourists generally aren’t aware of our
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political situation and system. However, ever-increasing attention from foreigners’ part, mostly
from those coming from the European political area, will give this segment a priority. In my
view, the biggest opportunity of the House of Parliament lies in that by its geographical location
being known it would be easy for it to become a part of Budapest’s cultural and touristic life.
I mean classical music events, opportunities provided by concerts held here, street music like
open programs, events of Spring and Autumn Festival by this.

With using SWOT analysis opportunities of the Hungarian House of Parliament as a cultural
product have been measured up. In the following section, micro-environment of the Parliament
will be shown taking one step behind, with the help of STEEP analysis, taking social, techno-
logical, economic, ecological and political aspects into account.

S (social) — Social micro-environment surrounding the House of Parliament consists of res-
idents of the 5" District. From their point of view, the Parliament and Kossuth Square don’t
count as public areas, instead create a small island within the district with the local govern-
ment having no authority over them. Local residents aren’t properly involved in cultural
life taking place in the House of Parliament, they aren’t informed about opportunities and
occurring events. Walking dogs on the Square is prohibited, at the same time a large number
of sitting and sunbathing places have been built, coffee houses are opening continuously,
having made the Square in summer months packed with people time and time again.
T (technological) — The House of Parliament is extremely well equipped technically with
the most cutting-edge tools, due to its reconstruction, in order to meet security expectations.
On the other hand though, it lags one step behind as far as the latest trends are concerned: a
main stage, an event tent and concert tools are to be obtained from outer source.
E (economic) — From an economic point of view, the Parliament Building is in a promi-
nent position, given that a huge amount of financial resources is earmarked annually for its
maintenance. Revenue generated by tourism is ploughed back to the development of quality
services offered here. Owing to this, projects that don’t cover primarily profit-oriented activ-
ities can also be funded, such as student programs or “Square-Music” concerts which can be
participated in and enjoyed free of charge, furthermore, Visitor Centre can also be developed
and enlarged. (Rebuilding works are taking place even these days.)

E (ecological) — During its reconstruction the House of Parliament and its surroundings

were undergoing a complete change ecologically. Since vehicles were forbidden from the

Square and bicycle lane was fortified, visitors have been provided with environmentally

conscious traffic opportunities. The plantation of a new garden served the goal of embellish-

ing the Square with endemic plant species.

P (political) — Kossuth Square and the House of Parliament are national memorial places

of outstanding importance, as it was mentioned previously, the owner of them is not the 5

District but the state. In this present case, permitting the use of the Square and the holding of

events falls within the competence of the all-time Speaker.

Having examined the environment of the House of Parliament and the services offered
there I will now make a suggestion regarding target groups who are affected by them. The first
one is made up of those who come to visit with pedagogical aim, students (reached through
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pedagogues) and teachers. Apart from this, a prominent target group of the Parliament consists
of the age group of those retired, whose main points of interest are the two public collections and
visiting the Parliament Building on occasions of special events. Audience made up of profes-
sionals (those belong to upper layers of society who are culturally cultivated and have art-histor-
ical interest) and tour operators, i.e. travel organisers, also play an important role in mediating
services. It is also important to remember that as the House of Parliament is the place for legis-
lation, delegations are to be considered target groups in the same way as representatives. Last
but not least, it is the tourists to whom Visitor Centre and services related to the visiting of the
House of Parliament have mainly been positioned.

Information about services reaches target groups through online and offline channels. Online
communication tools are made up of four main factors—websites, social media (Facebook,
Instagram), Youtube channel, mobile applications—complemented with notifications sent via
email functioning as newsletters. Quality of websites shows a wide variety, parlament.hu is a
site where all information is available both in English and Hungarian. However, given that it is
a collection page touristic and cultural services are lost in the flow of information, not to men-
tion that as far as quality of its design and web design is concerned it needs to be streamlined.
Besides parlament.hu there are several smaller websites, such as nemzetfotere.hu, inmemori-
am1956.hu, szabadsagkodjai.hu or ogyk.hu. So that readers have access to cultural content in
one place, different contents should be harmonised.

Facebook pages show a more complex picture. Both public collections (Library and Muse-
um) have their own Facebook page, as both Hungarian National Assembly and the Hungarian
House of Parliament have their own social media profile. In addition, student programs and
podium talks (Pulpitus) have their group or so-called circle of friends on Facebook. It would
be worthwhile to write concise posts of a maximum of forty characters on social media plat-
forms and use them as a transit zone embedding articles published on websites. For imparting
information more effectively, it would be practical to include infographic tools, such as gifs and
hashtags, in the portfolio published on social media.

Communication platforms of cultural content of the House of Parliament are the following:
1. One-way
a) Websites

* parlament.hu

* nemzetfotere.hu

* ogykhu

*  http://latogatokozpont.parlament.hu

*  http://parlament.hu/infoszolg

*  orszaggyulesimuzeum.hu

* inmemoriam1956.hu

»  szabadsagkodjai.hu

*  konseta.parlament.hu


http://parlament.hu/infoszolg
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b) Videos
+  about the Library, nemzetfotere.hu
*  Youtube channel: “Orszaghaz, K6zonségszolgalat” (“House of Parliament, Pub-
lic Relations™)

2. Two-way
a) Direct
E-mails
Mailing lists
Newsletters
b) Indirect
Social media sites: Facebook, Instagram

The House of Parliament conveys its message to its target groups via channels in its own op-
eration, although representatives pursue only direct marketing activities. They don’t use classic
ATL marketing tools (TV ads, citylight, giant posters), targeting tourists or Hungarian citizens.
Branding activity pursued by the House of Parliament is not comprehensive. Institutional back-
ground for the improvement of this process have already been established (Board for Public
Collection and Public Education), although a comprehensive strategy is necessary also here for
the accomplishment of long-term goals. The process of cultural building is aggravated by the
fact that the House of Parliament fills in the function of the place for legislation as well, with
non-negligible political content.

THE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT’ ROLE IN TOURISM

The House of Parliament and Nation’s Square are visited by hundreds of those interested on a
daily basis, tourists and Hungarians, politicians and foreign delegations as well. It undeniably
plays an important role in tourism, which has further been strengthened since reconstruction
works ended. Until 2017 when the project came to its end, the paving of the Square had been
changed completely, in the place of a surface parking lot an underground garage had been estab-
lished (with a space capacity of nearly 600 vehicles). The opening of the underground Visitor
Centre solved the task of serving those interested at 21" century level. Before that, long rows of
visitors were snaking on the uncovered Square trying to get into the Parliament Building. Today
tickets are available in a modern way, through Visitor Centre designed by Zoltan Tima. In addi-
tion to this, those who want to avoid standing in long queues have the possibility of buying their
tickets online. In Visitor Centre a café bar, a gift shop and two exhibition spaces have been set
up providing the opportunity for visitors to widen their knowledge of the thousand-year history
of legislation and the House of Parliament’s construction. These venues are adequate even to
arranging events there (Office of Parliament 2018).

During the course of reconstruction, environment of landscape architecture around Kossuth
Square was undergoing a complete change, furthermore, community spaces have been estab-
lished and free exhibitions have been launched. In two former ventilation tunnels exhibition
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spaces have been set up in memory of 1956’s victims of volley of fire together with a stone col-
lection exhibiting special pieces of stone carving and architecture that can hardly be seen with
naked eye on the edifice. Since reconstruction works were completed, there’s been a continuous
increase in the number of those coming to see the House of Parliament; in 2013 amount of visi-
tors were 394 128, which in 2016 rose to nearly 582 930. 2017 witnessed this same dynamism,
with more than 600 000 (exactly 647 255) of those interested having come to see the Hungarian
Parliament, 80 percent of whom having arrived from abroad (Office of Parliament 2018).

The Building of Hungarian Parliament enjoys unbroken popularity, a social travel magazine
titled TripAdvisor put it on its 2017’s list presenting the most popular sights in Europe to the 7
place, before such world-wide liked attractions like the Big Ben, the Notre Dame in Paris, or
even the Acropolis. In the list of world’s most popular sights the House of Parliament gained a
prominent, namely the 14" place (TripAdvisor 2017). However, the House of Parliament was
considered popular not only by TripAdvisor’s ranking list, but is also included in tourist and
travel agencies’ offer as a general favourite, as a symbol representing Hungary.

Nation image depicted in Hungarian publications in the tourism field was examined in the
turn of the millennium by two cultural anthropologists, in the framework of an international
comparative study. They took brochures of Hungary compiled by then mainstream travel agen-
cies under scrutiny, trying to find answer to the question of what kind of a national identity
these publications suggest. Budapest was symbolized by widely-known historical monuments;
the Castle, Heroes’ Square and the House of Parliament were included in almost all of them,
in some cases complemented with Margaret Island and Vaci Street (KapPiTAny 2001. 51-52.).

Viewing touristic offers published 17 years later online I think nothing much has changed.
In big travel agencies’ online offers concerning our homeland the view of the Danube and the
House of Parliament was the most widely presented. It’s time to do a new research taking repre-
sentative samples under scrutiny that makes a comparison between central guidelines regarding
nation image and tourist offers related to Hungary. Harmonising these two areas would be given
a high priority considering that services provided by travel agencies are primary channels of the
country’ reputation.

THE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT AS A PART OF NATIONAL IDENTITY

Previously, I showed the House of Parliament as a cultural venue from a historical perspective
and the point of view of service marketing. Viewing all this as a complete whole now I examine
the relation between the House of Parliament and Hungarians’ national identity. What visitors’
number described in previous chapter indicates is that the amount of those coming to see the
House of Parliament, both from abroad and within the country, is in a dynamic increase. This
phenomenon is a result of complex factors. It is due primarily to that there’s been a tendency
to show legislative power as being open to the public. Conferences, podium talks, book pres-
entations, open days provide opportunities for those interested to discover new segments of the
building and legislation time and time again.’ In addition to this, Hungarians have long been

3 These programs and cultural products are offered in Hungarian language presently. These cultural values would be

worth being mediated to foreigners strenghtening the House of Parliament’s feature as being open to the public. In
this chapter, however, I examine Hungary’s country image, from this point of view it carries no relevance.
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provided the opportunity to see the Holy Crown free of charge on every national holiday. Apart
from this, every school and kindergarten group can participate in the visiting of the House of
Parliament without no entrance fee, bound to registration, guaranteed free travel opportunity.

For Hungarian society as a whole the House of Parliament is a symbolic place, that of the
Holy Crown and statehood, an important place of Hungarian independence. It makes a part of
Hungarian people’s self-image that once in their lifetime they visit the Parliament, with the
aim to see primarily the Holy Crown and secondarily the building itself. (By contrast, for those
arriving with touristic goals aesthetic quality is the most relevant attractive force, as in most of
the publications and books in the tourism field Budapest and Hungary are popularised with the
view of the Danube and the Hungarian Parliament Building. The fact that Crown Jewels are also
be found here doesn’t seem to make an important part in foreigners’ interest toward the country.

What role does the House of Parliament play in Hungarians’ national identity? Does it con-
stitute a part in collective nation-consciousness? National feeling is a result of a complex pro-
cess of rites, community events, symbols, emblems, objects, symbolic acts and historical mem-
ory. All these contribute to the creation of group cohesion, making people feel belong to one
nation. National symbolics are an important pillar of national identity; the Anthem, the Flag,
and the Crest constitute a part of Constitutional Law, their relevance isn’t questioned by anyone.
However, all the other symbols of the Hungarian cannot be circumscribed as easily (PAAR 2016,
JancsAk 2020).

In the late 1990’s Agnes Kapitany and Gabor Kapitany, a married couple of cultural anthro-
pologists, were conducting a large-scale research project about the symbols of the Hungarian.
According to their view, it is through symbolic meaning of objects and people that we are con-
nected to a system wider than us, even unaware. It binds us to the “collective unconsciousness”
in which we can find our own identity. It helps us separate from the others, from the other nation
or subculture, drawing a border line between its user and the person or group in some aspect
different from them. In their publications authors strive to show symbols of the Hungarian
that helps shaping proper national self-consciousness objectively (KAPITANY — KAPITANY 2002.
9-13.).

In the Kapitanys’ research both the Parliament Building and Kossuth Square are included, in
the framework of an extended questionnaire. Their question was as follows: “Which one of the
following public buildings do you think represents the Hungarian most appropriately?” Apart
from the House of Parliament, Buda Castle, Matthias Church, Fisherman’s Bastion, National
Museum, Saint Stephen’s Basilica, and Hungarian Academy of Sciences places found in the
countryside were also included in the list, such as Pannonhalma Abbey, Esztergom Basilica,
Great Church of Debrecen, Votive Church of Szeged, Eger Castle or Verecke Memorial. It is
interesting to note that “future” National Theatre being built that time was also taken on the list
(KAPITANY — KAPITANY 2002. 264.). If this research was conducted these days, composition of
the list would certainly change. 57,7 percent of respondents marked the Parliament revealing
that the edifice designed by Imre Steindl constitutes a part of Hungarians’ national identity.
Buda Castle gained the second place, only with a proportion of 32,5 percent though, while as the
third most characteristic public building Eger Castle was selected (30,2 percent). This latter is
explained by the fact that the novel of Géza Gardonyi titled “The Stars of Eger” is widely pop-
ular amongst Hungarians. Consequently, as more than half of respondents identify themselves
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with the Building of Hungarian Parliament, it undoubtedly makes a part of national identity
(KAPITANY — KAPITANY 2002. 74.).

By contrast, amongst the answers given to the question related to illustrious public places
Kossuth Square proved to be less attached to national identity. Not only Heroes’ Square, Buda
Castle and Opusztaszer Heritage Park came before that, but also National Museum, Visegrad
Castle, Gellért Hill and Batthyany’s Sanctuary Lamp. Only 17 percent of respondents felt Kos-
suth Square a place symbolising the Hungarian (KAPITANY — KAPITANY 2002. 265.). This result
took me and also the researchers by surprise, as public spaces counting as representative places
(Gellért Hill, Kossuth Square, Bem Square) appeared only marginally. This was explained by
the Kapitanys with that in the whole course of research symbols of national memory attaching
to 1956 showed this tendency, with hardly any vote given to them. Although Kossuth Square
is a part of Hungarians’ self-image, it primarily constitutes the pillar of the memory of 1956’s
Revolution instead of being a symbol of statehood and democracy (KAPITANY — KAPITANY 2002.
275-276.). As far as I see, answers to this research question would completely be different now-
adays, this picture has been formed by the reconstruction of Nation’s Main Square with related
cultural events and marketing activity. Besides, I find it highly important to reexamine this when
the Curia moves back to the place of Museum of Ethnography, making the symbolic unity of the
three power (legislation, execution, jurisdiction) appear on Kossuth Square.

Historian, political scientist Adam Paér calls the attention in his study to that the Parliament
Building is a prominent place of connection to the West. The researcher highlights the British
parallel to the House of Parliament, as was shown in the historical part of my thesis, pointing out
to that Hungarian Parliament was built by the design of its London counterpart, the relevance
of which was to emphasise even that time. However, Western sample, referring to England’s
democratic past as an example didn’t emerge in symbolic space arrangement, Imre Steindl and
his team at the architectural office use number symbolism there. During the course of planning,
for example, they chose 96 metres as the height of the Dome referring to the millennial anniver-
sary, the history of Hungarians, and the conquest (PAAR 2016). This symbolic number appears in
the main flight of stairs: a prominent guest (an ambassador, a delegation member) have to take
exactly that many steps upward from the main entrance to the Dome Hall (DUzs1 — SzELL 2017).

The House of Parliament constitutes a part of Hungarians’ national identity, attested by
its pictorial representations: numerous reproductions have been made portraying it, articles of
personal use, ornamental pieces are constantly emerging. In the world of Web 2 thousands of
photos are taken and videos are made of the Parliament, primarily by tourists, though. In the
next chapter I’1l show interpretations of the Parliament Building appearing on objects, and how
Hungarians’ national image is reflected through reproductions.

SUMMARISING THOUGHTS

The House of Parliament and Kossuth Square spreading in front of it, as a result of Steindl Imre
Program commenced in 2011 according to the goals set by the authority of the state, became
Hungarian Nation’s Main Square. As a justification of reconstruction the Parliament is referred
to not only as a home for legislative power but also a place where the Holy Crown is kept safe
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and protected, thus besides its public law functions it has to meet touristic expectations together
with being a source of Hungarian society’s erudition and identity. In the wake of reconstruc-
tion, in 2017 Kossuth Square became a national memorial place of outstanding importance that
made it a more open community space after having been used as a parking lot for officials’ and
representatives’ vehicles.

Can Kossuth Square be the Nation’s Main Square? This iconic place has always performed
an important role in the life of Hungarian society, particularly in the twentieth century. It wit-
nessed the proclamation of the Third Republic, as in Horthy-era, mass events organised by the
Christian Community, and in 1938 the Eucharistic World Congress. Interestingly, in this current
year, in 2021 when Hungary organised this event again a commemoration was held, although
main ceremony involving the Pope’s visit was delivered on Heroes’ Square that is another sym-
bolic place, according to the results of researches conducted to this day.

Victims of volley of fire in the 25" of October in 1956 are also attached to the Square, a me-
morial established has been holding the memory of “Bloody Thursday’s” innocent victims since
then. Under communist regime, Kossuth Square was a scene of representation where receptions,
protocolar events, pioneers’ gatherings were taking place, among others Bertalan Farkas was
welcomed here by leaders of the party after accomplishing his travel to space. National charac-
ter of the Square wasn’t found even after the change of regime, instead, events, such as concerts,
were organised to make the place spread in front of the House of Parliament more open to the
public, beside Santa Claus Factory and a skating ring having been set up. It only almost acquired
a solid function and image, still, it attracted tourists as well as domestic visitors.

Nowadays numerous visitors come to the Square and the House of Parliament, from within
Hungary and abroad as well, events occurring here succeed in popularising architectural and
touristic strengths, however as an element in Hungarians’ national identity, particularly amongst
the young, dominance of the processes taking place in the building against its relevance and role
played in historical past leaves room for improvement for the Board designated for this task and
the Hungarian political elite. Rhetoric and behaviour presented by this latter leaves a stronger
mark on the process of the young’s enculturation.

It would be worth to rethink service development on the model of Visitor Centre in United
States Capitol as the process of American legislation and the building where it takes place is
shown there by an interactive and professionally impeccable way. Capitol, the same way as the
Hungarian Parliament Building, plays an important role in the shaping of nation image, paral-
lels and differences between these two establishments should be worth being examined in the
framework of a study.
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INTRODUCTION

The use of war wagon in the medieval times is generally associated with the hussite rebels as it
was them who perfected its use' by transforming a “civilian” vehicle. Libraries could be filled
with literature on this topic, however, there are hardly any authors who dealt with the structural
solutions used during the construction and transformation of the vehicles.

This article can be divided into three segments. In the first segment, I examine the main parts
of the four-wheeled horse-drawn wagon based on the available literature. In the second seg-
ment, I use this knowledge to identify the main parts of the vehicle in the 15" century primary
source material. In the third segment, I aim to find the difference between the structure of the
contemporary “civilian” vehicle and its transformed variant.

This article aims to prove only one hypothesis which states that the delivery wagon used
at the end of the Middle Ages and in the Early modern period is reconstructable in terms of its
main structural elements, and thus, the structure of the war wagon can also be presumed.

RESEARCH HISTORY

Combined driving has an extensive literature in today’s Hungary. In the first segment, I most-
ly relied on Baldzs Pataki’s book titled Magyar népi fogatok [Hungarian folk carriages]
among the relevant works.? It was rather written for combined drivers and equestrian tradi-
tionalists than for researchers. However, due to its detailed description, with proper literature
background, of the horse harnessing methods, the structure of horse carriages and wagons,
and the horse tacks, it can be used for comparisons such as the one that is to be found later in
this article

Nevertheless, examining the different variants of the delivery vehicles in the 15" century is
a harder task. Which wagon and carriage models were typical in each region of the Carpathian
Basin is a widely discussed topic within ethnography. However, these discussions are based
on collections from the 20" century, thus, the given vehicle model and its structure reflects the
19" and 20™ century. Researching the development of the delivery vehicles is hampered by the
lack of sources and by the depictions being sporadic. Regarding the Middle Ages, only works

' They also perfected the use of the wagon fort, however, this article does not aim to research that.
2 Pataki 2013.
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dealing with economic history touch on the appearance of the wagons as different models can
be differentiated in contemporary custom tariffs.

In the order of publication, Mdzsaszekér,> [Quintal cart] written by Sandor Domanovszky, is
the first work dealing with the medieval models of delivery vehicles within Hungarian history.
Its use for studying the structure of the vehicle is limited as the work is dealing with the vehicle
as a unit of measurement for custom tariffs. However, he deduces in what way this vehicle used
in the international trade continued to exist until the middle of the 20" century which allows us
to assume its structure.

Apropos of the study on the medieval civilian vehicles, Jend Sziics’s work titled 4 gabona
drforradalma a 13. szazadban’ [The price revolution of the wheat in the 13" century] also must
be mentioned. Szlics made his research taking Domanovszky’s results into account, and one of
his important partial results is that he managed to identify two other wagon models besides the
quintal-wagon.

Despite its name, Laszlo Tarr’s A kocsi torténete’ [The history of the carriage] is dealing
with the history of the two and three wheeled delivery vehicles used for the transport of people
and goods, as well, and does not focus only on the carriage. In many cases, he refers to photos
found in ethnographic collections, archacological findings, and contemporary depictions instead
of written sources as there is a lack of them. In case of this article, his work is important due to
its depictions of the parts of the medieval wagon models.

Hugo Toman Bohemian historian was the first to deal with the look of the actual hussite war
wagon. In his work titled Husitské vilecnictvi za doby Zizkovy a Prokopovy, [Hussite warfare in the
era of Zizka and Prokop] which is dealing with the hussites’ warfare, he writes that the wagons from
the 15" century do not differ significantly compared to the wagons of his age (viz. the 19" century).

The merchant wagon was the “civilian” vehicle on which the actual hussite war wagon was
based. He claimed this referring to FrantisSek Mihalek Barto$‘ etymology dictionary where the
parts of the wagon and their contingent name variants can be found.’

Though this article does not aim to prove the Bohemian author’s right, I will make the
comparison to achieve the proposed object. During the analysis I will not touch on every part
depicted on picture 1. In the case of those which I do touch upon, I will mark the name of the
parts below picture 1. with the assigned number.

THE RECONSTRUCTABILITY OF THE DELIVERY VEHICLES OF THE
GIVEN TIME INTERVAL.

The structure of the vehicles used in the agriculture on the turn of the 19" and 20" century can
be separated into a lower and an upper part. The lower part, the so-called, running gear is the

3 DOMANOVSZKY 1917.

4 Sztcs 1984.

5 TaRR 1968.

¢ Toman 1898. 198.

7 BartoS 1895. 442-446.
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Picture 1. The structure of the hor-
se-drawn wagon

1) pole 2) pin 3) hounds 4) front cross-
bar/doubletree 5) singletree 6) front run-
ning-board 7) axle-box 8) front bolster 9)
upper bolster 10) sway bar 11) axletree
and axle-arm 12) wheelpin 13) bottom
wheelpin 14) neck 15) wheelend 16)
stake 17) reach 18) horizontal rod’s wing
19) rear crossbar 20) rear axle-box 21)
rear bolster 22) axlehoops 23) stakepin
24) main bolt 25) hub 26) hub band 27)
spokering 28) spoke 29) felly 30) rim
31) car-stake’s charm 32) car-stake 33)
top rails 34) top rails 35) wagonside
36) car-stake’s ring 37) stretcher’s upper
timber 38) stretcher’s middle timber 39)
stretcher’s front timber 40) stretcherrod
41) stretcherside 42) stretcherchain 43)
stretcherchain’s retainer ring 44.) rear
running-board

Picture 2. The structural components of a milita-
ry-type wagon (Used by the K. u. K. Armée, called:
Orszagos jarmii )
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supporting framework underneath the vehicle. It can be divided into several parts; the front
axletree [Picture 1. — 11)] with two wheels attached; the bolster [Picture 1. — 8), 21)] and the
upper bolster [Picture 1. — 9)] with the stake in it. (Picture 1. — 16)] The two short rods between
the bolster and the axletree are the hounds (Picture 1. — 3)] which extend backwards and attach
to the pole. [Picture 1. — 1)] The pole is attached to the reach [Picture 1. — 17)] with a main bolt
[Picture 1. — 24)] in a way that allows the axletree to move in two directions, thus, making it
rotatable. The ends of the hounds are secured by the sway bar [Picture 1. — 10)] which lies under
the reach and stabilizes the pole.

The rear of the running gear is structured in a similar way. The only difference is that the
reach is secured at the rear part. There is no upper bolster, thus, the rear axletree cannot rotate
in any directions. The front and the rear parts are connected by the reach for which the hounds
are often stabilized by iron bars.

The structure of the wheel is rather complex, as well. It usually constitutes of 6-8 different
parts, the so-called fellies, [Picture 1. — 29)] which are held together by iron rims. [Picture 1. —
30)] Spokes [Picture 1. — 28)] are installed in each felly and their other endings meet in the hub.
(Picture 1. — 25)] It is important to note that the wheels rotate independently of the axletrees.

The upper part of the vehicle, the one above the reach, is called the wagon bed which is the
superstructure of the wagon. In most cases, there were two variants of the bed depending on the
design of the cart-ladder. Accordingly, there were ladder and board wagons. In both cases, the
cart-ladder is stabilised by two wooden rods called top rails [Picture 1. — 34), 35)] which are
secured by side rungs.® Both sides attach to the stakes which hold the cart-ladders. In order to
be able to support larger weights, the cart-ladders are secured at the necessary spots with ironed
car-stakes [Picture 1. — 32)] that are attached to the hub band [Picture 1. — 26)] sticking out of
the hub. To protect the delivered goods, a canvas was often tied above the cargo space

Regarding harnessing, crossbars [Picture 1. —4), 19)] are vital components as the singletrees
[Picture 1. — 5)] exert the pulling force of the harnessed workstock through these parts. There
are examples for its use in the 15" century, and for the use of the double shaft, as well, which
allowed the harnessing of two or three horses.

The Hungarian and Bohemian vehicles built in the 19" and the 20" century show no signif-
icant difference in their structure compared to the analysed wagon. There are only two smaller
dissimilarities that are worth mentioning. Firstly, Toman did not mention racks in his work. This
is the component that closes the sides; one at the front (small rack) and one at the rear (big rack).’
Though it is true that only the small rack can be seen on the illustration of the etymology diction-
ary, and as it is written below, this component is completely missing from the medieval depictions.

The second difference may seem more serious; however, the contradiction is easy to solve.
Toman calls the part helping the front axle to rotate oplin which in Hungarian may refer to both
bogie and upper bolster. “The upper bolster lies on the front bolster and is attached to it with a
main bolt, thus, allowing the wagon to rotate.”!® However, Barto§’ volume clears that the term
refers to the upper bolster.!!

8 The three wooden components elements between the rails that are depicted but not marked on picture 1.
°  PatAk1 2013. 39.

10" Pataki 2013. 37.

1" BARTOS 1895. 444.
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It is important to note that the above analysed structure is typical of the military vehicles, as
well, more specifically the 1882M military and the 1854M treasury vehicles used in the second
part of the 19™ century, and it is not solely a characteristic of the four-wheeled horse-drawn
»civilian” delivery vehicles.!? Taking a look at the structural elements of the running gear also
shows that their structure is nearly the same as the one analysed above.!

THE BASIC CIVILIAN VEHICLE OF THE PERIOD

Inspecting if the delivery vehicles in the 15" century were similarly structured as the one an-
alysed above is a harder task. Ethnographic collections may help as in the middle third of the
previous century a late (20" century) descendant of a wagon model widely used in medieval
Hungary was documented in them. At the time of the collecting, it was called the salt delivery
wagon in the vernacular language. This is the so-called “loaded” or the “quintal-wagon”, which
is a more archaic name, which Sandor Domanovszky studied. In his research, he found that the
vehicle first appeared in 13" century custom tariffs, however, regarding its look he only found
that this vehicle is a “curru magnus quod vulgo masa dicitur” that is “large vehicle generally
referred to as quintal.”'* It was used in the contemporary trade especially in the northern and the
north-western parts of the Carpathian Basin.'” Initially, the quintal-wagon was used to deliver
fish between the contemporary Kingdom of Bohemia and the Kingdom of Hungary'¢ in the 13
and the 14" century, however, later it was also used for delivering salt. From the 16" century, it
is called freight wagon.!”

It is difficult to be specific regarding the carrying capacity of the vehicle. The “quintal”
prefix does not allow for making conclusions as it is not the same as the metric centner that is
believed to have Roman origins, which belief, however, was never proved indisputably. Due to
the lack of sources, it cannot be determined how much mass it meant in medieval Hungary.'®
Ortutay in his ethnographic lexicon considers the salt delivery wagon to be the descendant of the
quintal-wagon whose carrying capacity was 200 wagon salt on mountain terrain and it would
have been somewhat more than 250 wagon salt on plain terrain.'”” However, the wagon salt was
not a specified unit, thus, it is a deceiving starting point, as well. In fact, this unit of measure-
ment existed, however, it meant a different amount in each region. For example, in the case of
the salt donated to Szentgotthdrd Abbey, the edge of the salt was 10 [Hungarian] royal inches

The difference between the 1882M and 1854M is that the latter is more robust and designed for driveways, whereas,
the 1882M has a lighter structure and can be used on rough roads, as well. Read more: FARKAS — FROHLICH 2015.

13 FARKAS — FROHLICH 2015. 252.

4 DomaNOvVszKY 1917. 38.

15 There is no sign of the use of quintal-wagons in the Hungarian Great Plain. DoMANOVSZKY 1917. 54.

Regarding customs policy, several Bohemian features appeared, such as borrowing the Moravian and Bohemian
merchants’ privileges in 1344, during the reign of Charles I and Louis 1.

Its late descendant is the salt delivery or the ironed wagon, which was 8 meters long with the pole.

Custom regulations sometimes contain mensura cere non pure, quod vulgo masa dicitur [measurement unit of the
unpurified grain which is commonly called quintal], (Weisz 2013) however, it doesn’t allow for a more specific
definition.

19 ORTUTAY 1982. 463.
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(26 cm) based on which the volume can easily be calculated (17.576 cm’) and then the mass
of the cube (cca. 38 kg), as well. However, the unit of measurement in this form was used only
until the end of the 13* century.?’

As far as I know, only Jend Sziics’s results can be used as a point of reference. Using Do-
manovszky’s results, he found that three wagon models were used in medieval Hungary. One
with large carrying capacity (currus honeratus), the quintal-wagon belonged to this “catego-
ry”, % one lighter model (parvus levus), and he presumed the existence of an “intercategory”.??
While studying the custom tariffs, Sziics noticed that the sources regarding the middle 13™
century customs of Buda mention wine delivery vehicles that could safely carry three barrels
and each barrel had a capacity between 4 and 5.5 hl. From this, he concluded that the loading
capacity of this vehicle was around 12 and 16.5 hl (1.2 and 1.6 t). This weight is roughly the
same as what was meant by a wagonful of grain, which is 13.43 q (1.3 t).%

Presumably, this carrying capacity did not change by the 14" and the 15" century. Howev-
er, the inconsistency of the units of measurement and the vehicle terminology throughout the
regions remained the same. The traffic custom of Béacs was created in this period, which also
mentions the quintal-wagon similarly to the 1326 traffic custom of Bosnya?* and to the 1327 toll
of Hidvég.” At the end of the 15™ century, the term appears in the town privileges of Kézsmark
(Kezmarok, Slovakia), as well.?° The extent of the carrying capacity in Maramaros also resem-
bles those that were mentioned earlier. “The smallest quantity [viz. what was put on the wagons
— note from me (TD)] exceeded 10 q, and the largest was 27 q.”

As I have already referred to it multiple times, no detailed medieval written sources dealing
with the structure of the contemporary delivery vehicles have been found yet. However, there
are depictions of delivery vehicles used for military purposes (not for melee combat) in the pe-
riod.?® With their help and with the terminology found in the written primary source material,?
it can be verified that there is no major difference between the medieval wagons and the wagons
from the 19" century.

In Ulrich BeBnitzer’s work titled Zeughausinventar there is a depiction of a (four-wheeled)
wagon model.*” The front and the rear wheels are the same size, each made with six spokes and

2 F. ROMHANYL 2016. 28]1.

An instance of this can be find in 1317 when in the custom of Bacs a model of a “loaded wagon which was commonly
called quintal” [curru honerato quod vulgo masa dicitur] was mentioned. HOKkI. 187. Original quotation: WEISZ
2013. 457. currus magnos fummarios vulgo mazas szekér (sic!) vocatos.

2 Sztcs 1984. 19.

Addition; the research estimated that the load capacity of the load carrying wagons moving between the mountain
passes of Switzerland and Italy to be around the same size, thus, cca. 12.5 q. SzGcs 1984. 19.

»uno magno curru honeroso, wulgariter masaa dicto” Zichy 1. 277. Original quotation: WEIsz 2013. 458.
3 currum, vulgo masaa dicto” CD VIII/3. Original quotation: WEisz 2013. 200-201. 459.

,, currus magnos fummarios, vulgo mazas szekér vocatos” WAGNER 1774. 1. 56.

27 DRASKOCZY, 178. o.

There are depictions and drawings, however, the creators did not or barely left any notes or descriptions.

» Instances: the wagon bed (szekérderék in Hungarian) is ,,zekerderekath” in a document written in 1508, and the reach
(nyujtérud in Hungarian) is ,,nywthorwd” in a document written in 1493. SzamoTa 1906. 703, 901.

3 BeBnitzer 1480. 14r.
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ironed rims.’' The car-stakes and another constituent that seems to be a running-board are easy
to identify. The running gear cannot be seen; only the pole, the right hound and the crossbar
is visible. The depiction is important for two reasons: firstly, the main structural elements are
identifiable; secondly, it proves that transforming “civilian” vehicles into military ones was not
a new practice. The depiction is an illustration for a list, thus, there is no note belonging to it.*

In Philipp Monch’s Kriegsbuch, one can see the running gear of a saddle wagon.?* 3* Most
likely it was used for military purposes (for gun barrel delivering to be more specific), however,
it contains structural elements that were also present in the contemporary civilian vehicles. The
depiction of the wheels is rather strange; they lack spokes, the depicter makes them look rotund,
and the ironings seem to secure the fellies in a peculiar way. At the front of the running gear,
one can see the pole, the hounds and the sway bar. The reach located above the front axletree is
also visible, however, the structure is confusing here as it cannot be decided to what component
the reach between the hounds and above the sway bar, which structure is typical of the modern
vehicles, is attached. Though it is tempting for a researcher to identify it as an upper bolster but
in the depiction the rear and the front of the running gear are nearly the same, and thus, this
component can be seen at rear part as well. As a result, [ must presume that it is a bolster. There
is a sway bar at the rear part, as well, which is interesting and atypical nowadays.

The analysis of the contemporary imagery from this angle requires further study, however,
the two earlier mentioned examples also show that the main structural components of the wagon
already developed by not later than the 15" century.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE STRUCTURE OF THE CIVILIAN
VEHICLE AND THE WAR WAGON

In the previous subsection, we learnt how the contemporary “civilian” vehicles looked like
based on the written primary source material. Now, we shall research appearance of a vehicle
that is transformed for military purposes. The Bohemian authors (and the Hungarians and other
foreigners who use their works) often refer to Toman when studying the appearance of the war
wagon.* However, referring to the contemporary laconic regulations, Toman only claims that
the hussite war wagon had no major differences compared to the “civilian” delivery vehicles
apart from the massive and large wheels.*

31 The manufacturing of the rims in the examined period is still in question. To answer, further research is required.
According to a Czeh work, the rim was firstly mentioned in 1628. VISINGER 2013. 22.

The first point of the list of things to be held in store were large and well-built wagons. [drey(!) gross wolgeriisst
Wagen] Ibidem.

A wagon used for carrying firearm barrels. The structure of its running gear is nearly the same as the running gear of
a civilian vehicle. Read more: Domokos 1997. 678., 696., 698.

3 Monch 1495. 13r.
35 Example: DURDIK 1952. 97., B. SzABO 2014. 459.
36 ToMAN 1898. 197-198.
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In the 15" century, multiple states regulated which vehicles were adequate for military use
and how they were to be equipped.”’ It is important to note that there was a difference between
a war wagon and a war wagon in the discussed period. The streitwagen mentioned in German
sources that are written in the first third of the century is a delivery vehicle. The so-called Sile-
sian orders of 1429 uses the same term and one of the passages order the use of strong wagons
that have high-laddered sides and have a board fixed between and above the sides.*® The pro-
vision of the Teutonic Order of 1433 mentions “a large, strong and ironed wagon with large
wheels, which is wider than the other wagons™’.

Though both texts use the Streitwagen, their use is different to that of the hussites’ war wag-
on. We learn about the rebels’ vehicle from the former condottiere Vaclav ,,Vigek* z Cenova’s
work in which he explains how the actual war wagon, the so-called outer wagon [krajni viiz] is
supposed to look. He specified that it has to have a ““...rampart ‘with pitchforks’(?) and holes
[taras s berlu a s deru] and a board [prkno] has to hang from the bottom of each so that the
people and the horses are protected.”* The board underneath the wagon, which stops the enemy
from crawling in, is mentioned in another work, as well. Hajek z Hod¢tina says that ,,...there
shall be a board and a chain /prkno a Fetéz] under the wagon.“*!

I believe it is safe to say that the vehicle used in battles by the hussites is a variant of the
contemporary high-carrying capacity delivery wagon, but it is more massive, it is fortified with
ironings and has larger wheels. It is equipped with boarded cart-ladder with one side having an
extra board with battlements and there was another board attached between the two axletrees
vertically to the bottom of the wagon. It is the utility of the contemporary small arms that dom-
inated the design of the war wagon.*

SUMMARY

This article aimed to answer if the delivery vehicle of the Middle Ages is reconstructable, and
to find the differences between the “civilian” vehicle and the war wagon. I divided the article
into three segments regarding their content. After having studied the main structural elements of
a traditional horse-drawn wagon based on the literature in the first segment, I aimed to identify
these elements in the 15" century primary source material. In the third segment, I attempted to
find the difference between the “civilian” and the “military” vehicles of the period.

I was working with one hypothesis: I presumed that the delivery vehicle used at the end of
the Middle Ages and at the beginning of the Early modern period can be reconstructed which
37 1In this article I do not deal with the equipment (apart from the firearms) and only focus on the instructions regarding
the structure.

,,,,, starker wagen soll sin in fassonwise mit hohen leitern (...) zwischen den leitern und under den leidern mit hagen-
den brettern an starken wider oder ketten.“ Source: TOMAN 1898. 404.

,einen guten, starken, grossen fuhrweyn mit hohen raden, die beslagen sin, und dass der etwas weiter sei, dann an-
dere weyen.” Source: TOMAN 1898. 421.

4 In: SVEJKOVSKY 1952. 52.
4

In: SvEIKOVSKY 1952. 41-42. Vi¢ek added that a wagon should have two guns, two pounds of gun powder, stone
bullets, arrows, iron-cramps and iron flails. In SVEIKOVSKY 1952. 52-53.

4 The vehicle in V1ek’s work is interestingly not a delivery vehicle as it helped the crew of the wagon in completing
their task and achieve the proposed object. Read more: TOTH 2017. 240.
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allows for the researcher to figure out the structure of the war wagon. I believe the hypothesis
was proven to be true: most of the parts of the running gear and the superstructure (bolster, ax-
letrees, reach, crossbar, pole, stake, etc.) can be found in the researched period. The depictions
used for the research (BeBnitzer’s Zeughausinventar and Monch’s Kriegsbuch) seems to prove
this undoubtedly, however, further research is required for confirmation. Regarding the major
structural elements, there were few differences between the base vehicle and its variant trans-
formed for military use. As the German instructions and the two Bohemian authors’, Vicek s
and Hdajek's notes of embattle show, the hussites used some additional elements that aimed to
defend the people on the vehicle. Therefore, as Hugo Toman also pointed it out, the vehicles
used to create the war wagon are indeed similar to the vehicles built on the turn of the 19" and
the 20" century.
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Whose Association Is It?
Three MEFESZ in History of Hungary
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ABSTRACT

MEFESZ (Association of University and College Students, AHUCS), which is considered to have
been the spark of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, was founded at the University of Szeged on 16
October 1956. The acronym (MEFESZ) appeared three times in the Hungarian history of the second
half of the 20th century (in 1945, 1948, and 1956), and all three of them were youth and education
organisations. The few years of the existence of each ‘“MEFESZ’ has many lessons to teach.

The three organisations, abbreviated identically but different in long forms of their names,
each had different objectives and roles. In this paper, we show that the 1956 AHUCS (the third
MEFESZ) was not a successor to either of the earlier organisations: the first MEFESZ of the
period of the “tentative democracy” (1945-1948) and the second MEFESZ (in the first peri-
od of the communist dictatorship, 1948—1950). The precursor of the 1956 revolution (MEF-
ESZ,, AHUCS) was a new grassroots initiative, grounded in democratic principles in its aims,
programs, and missions. The 1956 AHUCS organisation was not an umbrella organisation of
student associations like the first MEFESZ organisation. The founders of the 1956 AHUCS
were deliberate in not seeking to become the sole, unified organisation of university youth (like
MEFESZ).
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INTRODUCTION

MEFESZ,, which is considered to have been the spark of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, was
founded in the Auditorium Maximum of the University of Szeged on 16 October 1956. The ac-
ronym (MEFESZ) appeared three times in Hungarian history in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury (1945, 1948, 1956). In all three cases, the organisations were actors in the field of youth and
education. The short course of their history and the short existence of each MEFESZ bears many
lessons. They serve as a mirror to illustrate the social conditions of the time and, at the same
time, provide us with a deeper understanding of the political context. The basis for writing this
study was the fact that, after the publication of my recent papers on the Hungarian revolutionary
youth of 1956, the question of the name, and more precisely, whether the 1956 MEFESZ was
the successor or legal successor of the earlier MEFESZes, was raised repeatedly in professional
circles and in letters to me from readers. In this paper, I would like to answer this question by
presenting the history of the events and the histories of the organisations and by analysing the
future orientation and mission of the 1956 university student organisation.

The literature on the 1956 MEFESZ paints a confused picture of the organisation’s name.
This may be partly due to the historical proximity and similar “profiles” of the two earlier MEF-
ESZes, and partly to the specificities of mass communication in October 1956. This may have
led to a “misunderstanding by implication” that the 1956 MEFESZ, was a reorganisation of the
former MEFESZ,. Even the first newspaper report on the formation of the organisation on 18
October 1956 contained a misnomer: “As a result of the debate, a new youth organisation, the
United Association of Hungarian University and College Students, was formed...””!

In 1967, after the revolution, in a work written under the Kadar dictatorship, Janos Molnar
first described the organisation as a “recreation” of the youth organisation of the post-1945 coa-
lition era.? This misstatement was reflected in the literature published in that era and in some of
the literature written after the regime change.’

The following is a summary of the history of the three organisations. First, it should be noted
that the abbreviation for the association formed in 1956 is MEFSZ. The second “e” is an inserted
sound to ease pronunciation (MEFeSZ).*

Délmagyarorszag, issue of 18 October, 1956.
2 MOLNAR 1967. 37.

3 BERTENYI — GYAPAY 1992. 600., SZENTIRMAI — RACZNE 1999. 27., Romsics 1999. 385., MOLNAR — KOROsI — KELLER
2006. 372., SomLAI 2016. 10.

4 My statement that the second [e] sound — common in the Hungarian language — was included in the abbreviation to ease
pronunciation was first published in our book Hungarian Association of University and College Students 1956 — Szeged,
pp-159-168, based on our first interview with Tamas Kiss. “It was never, never the Me that was pushed to the foreground,
but always the Us” (interview with Tamas Kiss), on pages 159-168 of the book, as note 4 on page 161. See Kiss 2002. 161
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THE ALLIANCE OF HUNGARIAN UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE
ASSOCIATIONS (1945-1948), THE FIRST MEFESZ (MEFESZ )

The Alliance of Hungarian University and College Associations (AHUCA, Magyar Egyetemi és
Féiskolai Egyesiiletek Szovetsége, MEFESZ ) was founded on 12 August 1945 at a youth con-
ference held in Balatonlelle.’ This umbrella organisation of student associations was established
on the initiative of the Hungarian Democratic Youth Association (MADISZ).¢

MADISZ was born in Debrecen on 7 December 1944. On 7 January 1945, it also started its
activity in Szeged. The national leadership of MADISZ was established in Budapest on 23 April
1945. MADISZ was not only an organisation of higher education students. “At that time, MAD-
ISZ was an independent, democratic youth organisation that did not belong to any political
party, but the political influence of the MKP was strongly felt in its activities all along. [...] The
political influence of the Communist Party was indirectly exerted through the communist youth
and youth leaders working in the organisations: Agnes Baké, Jend Hazai, Andrds Hegediis,
Ervin Hollos’, Istvan Kende, Béla Koos, Gyorgy Nonn, Béla Szalai®, Hédi Vitéz, as well as
through the communists working in the local organisations.””

5 See MICHELLER 1992 for more details.
¢ Csik0s 1979. 60.

Ervin Hollés (originally: Holzschlag), (1923-2008), communist party worker. From 1938, he was secretary of the
youth group of the Hungarian Social Democratic Party (MSZDP). Member of the illegal Communist Party. After
completing six years of elementary school and then the party school in 1950-53, he was admitted to the Faculty of
Humanities at ELTE, where he studied history. In the 1950s, he worked as a youth secretary of the MDP. From 1952
to 1956, he was secretary of the central leadership of DISZ. As a DISZ representative, he took part in the debates of
the Pet6fi Circle and took an extreme Stalinist position. During the 1956 revolution, he stayed in the Party House
in Koztarsasag Square and later in the Parliament. After 4 November, at the personal request of Janos Kadar, he
was transferred to the Ministry of Interior. In 1956-1957 he worked at the Investigation Department of the political
police in Gyorskocsi utca. He was a leading figure in the post-revolutionary repression. From June 1957, as a police
lieutenant-colonel, he was deputy head of Department II/5 of the Ministry of Interior. In 1961, he was appointed
head of the Ministry of Interior’s Counter-Internal Reaction Department. From 1962, he was deputy head of the
Marxism-Leninism Education Department of the Ministry of Education and a university lecturer at the Budapest
University of Technology. His books on 1956 are today seen as examples of the falsification of history about the
period. See HoLL6s 1967 and HoLLOs—LAJTAT 1986, and EGRst 2006.

8 Béla Istvan Szalai (1922-2008) communist politician, economist. He studied economics at the Technical University
of Budapest. In 1943, he joined the Hungarian Peasant Association and became a member of the Community of Peas-
ant College Students. In January 1945, he was elected head of the economic department of the Hungarian Democratic
Youth Association (MADISZ). From then on, he was a member of the Hungarian Communist Party. He worked in
the youth secretariat of the MKP and in the party’s general secretariat. He graduated in 1946. In 1947-1948, he was
President of the Association of Hungarian University and College Associations (MEFESZ1). In 1949, he was Gen-
eral Secretary and later Vice-President of the Hungarian Youth People’s Association (MINSZ), the central youth or-
ganisation set up by the Communist dictatorship. In June 1953, he became a member of the MDP Central Executive
Committee (KV) and an alternate member of the Political Committee (PB). He was the Minister of Light Industry
from 30 October 1954 to 8 September 1955. He was a member of the anti-Imre Nagy party line. He played no part
in the 1956 revolution.

% Csik6s 1979. 60.
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The first president of the Alliance of Hungarian University and College Associations was Pal
Jonas', who believed that “after the clearing of the ruins and the reconstruction of the country,
which had gone through so much suffering, a democratic, happy and balanced era was ahead”"!,
but soon the “destruction of the democratic, independent-minded young generation striving
for revolutionary and social truths and social achievements began.”'? On 22 November 1945,
statutes of the Alliance of Hungarian University and College Associations were adopted in the
second Student Parliament.

On May 28-29 1946, a national student leaders’ meeting was held in Szeged, organised
by the Students of the University of Szeged (Szegedi Egyetemi €s Foiskolai Ifjusag, SZEFI).
The president of SZEFI was Laszl6 Péter. The president of the national umbrella organisation,
AHUCA (MEFESZ,)), was Pal Jonas. Erik Molnar"®, Minister of National Welfare and Dezsé
Keresztury', Minister of Religion and Education also attended the meeting. In September 1946,
in the first issue of the newspaper University Life, they published their position on the reorgan-
isation of the national umbrella organisation, the Alliance of Hungarian University and College
Associations (MEFESZ,):

“1. All university or college students automatically become members of the faculty or other

unit organisations upon enrolment. Membership carries both rights and obligations.

2. 2% of the tuition fees shall be transferred by the Minister of Culture to the faculty unit

organisation.

3. Three unit organisations should be set up in Budapest: one at Pazmany Péter University,

one made up of the faculty associations of the Technical University, and one of the colleges.

4. MEFESZ should be structured as follows: the Board should be elected by democratically

elected representatives in proportion to the number of young people enrolled (one per 300)

and sent to the Central Executive Committee (Kozponti Intézé Bizottsag, KIB). In addition

to the Board (which is the executive body), there is also a Co-Chairs’ Committee (Tarselnoki

Bizottsag, TB), a decision-making body made up of the presidents of six unit organisations

(Pazmany Péter University, Technical University, colleges, University of Pécs, University of
10 P4l Jonas (1922-1998) studied economics at Pazmany Péter University from 1940. In 1942, he joined the far-right

Turul Alliance, later becoming its cultural vice-president. After the Arrow Cross coup d’état following the German
occupation of Hungary on 20 December 1944, he was arrested by the Arrow Cross and handed over to the Gesta-
po, but managed to escape while being transported to prison. In January 1945, he helped found MADISZ. He was
president of MEFESZ when he got interrogated by AVO in 1947 as they were preparing a show trial, after which
he resigned. He was arrested in October 1948 and detained in Kistarcsa and then in Recsk until 1953. On 27 June

1956, he took part in the Petdfi Circle press debate. After the Soviet intervention, he left the country and settled in
the United States and then in Mexico. See also. JONAs 1971.

1" BENKO 1964. 13—14.; JONAS 1971.
2. BENKO 1964. 13—-14.

13 Erik Molnar (1894-1966) was a historian, philosopher, economist, lawyer and politician, professor at ELTE. Be-
tween December 1944 and October 1956, he was involved in all Hungarian governments. From 1944 to September
1947, he was Minister of National Welfare. Minister of Justice from September 1947 to August 1948. President of the
Supreme Court from 1953 to October 1956, Minister of Justice in October. After 1956, he was ousted from power.

14 Dezs6 Keresztury (1904—1996) writer, poet, literary historian, critic, literary translator, university professor, member
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He completed his university studies at the E6tvos College, and obtained his
degree in Hungarian and German Studies in 1928. From 1945 to 1947, he was Minister of Religion and Education
as a member of the National Peasant Party. Between 1945 and 1948, he was the principal of E6tvos College. From
1948 to 1950, he worked in the library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and from 1950 until his retirement,
he worked in the National Széchényi Library.
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Debrecen, University of Szeged). Without the TB, important decisions (action before minis-
tries, representation abroad, political position, etc.) cannot be taken. The Political Commit-
tee, consisting of two university or college students who are party delegates from each coa-
lition party, also works alongside the Board as an advisory body with a political perspective.
5. There is no quorum in either the KIB or the TB meetings without a representative of the
universities in the countryside. A KIB membership may be delegated to another person by
written mandate on a case-by-case basis.

6. Universities in the countryside have only unit organisations: faculty organisations have a
high degree of autonomy.

7. The sports clubs (BEAC, DEAC, PEAC, and SZEAC) function as sports departments of
the unit organisations and have appropriate autonomy.

8. The press of MEFESZ is a weekly newspaper (four pages). Its editors shall be appointed
by the TB as an editorial board on the proposal of the MEFESZ Board. "

The following year, a communist leadership took over the Federation of Hungarian Univer-
sity and College Associations. The leadership, which had been under constant pressure!® (Secre-
tary General Jené Ham, Board Member Laszl6 Németh, and President Pl Jonas) resigned, and
Béla Szalai, who at the time was working in the Youth Secretariat of MKP, became President.!”
From 1947 onwards, the leadership of the Alliance of Hungarian University and College Asso-
ciations moved away from the multiparty pluralism advocated when it was founded. From then
on, it sought “unified communist leadership in the life of university and college student associ-
ations™'®. From this point onwards, the diverse youth civil scene was in its final days. “Unity”
became the keyword. In the process of building up the communist dictatorship, the creation of a
“unified” (i.e. uniformly communist) university youth organisation entered its final phase. As a
result, an event took place that symbolically expressed the fact that the organisation had become
communist-led. On 20 January 1948, MEFESZ, removed the statues of Istvan Werbdczy'” and
Maria Theresa? from the Pantheon in Szeged’s Dém Square.?! The event was portrayed in the
press as an act of young people representing progressive ideas. This was the action of a small
group of people. In the spring of 1948, the Szeged Unit of the Alliance of Hungarian University
and College Associations had eight faculty groups with 20 active students (out of nearly 1,500
university and college students).??

!5 The document is published in HEGy1 1987. 315-316.

16 President Pal Jonas was arrested in connection with the so-called anti-republican conspiracy and interrogated at 60
Andrassy utca. See also JONAs 1971.

17 SzALAT 1970.
18 MICHELLER 1992. 139.

Istvan Werbdczy (1458—1541) Hungarian jurist, royal magistrate, royal personal representative, the governor of Hun-
gary, author of the Tripartitum (1514). In these books the legal rules and customary laws of contemporary Hungary
were written down.

Maria II, full name in German: Maria Theresia Walburga Amalia Christina (1717-1780), Queen of Hungary from
1740 to 1780.

2 Szegedi Hirlap. 21 January 1949

22 L&szl6 Perjés, Secretary of the Youth Executive Committee of the MKP in Szeged, reports to the Central Executive
Committee of the MKP. 11 May 1948.
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This period is well illustrated by the statement of Gyula Técsy, a law student and member
of the board of the Alliance of Hungarian University and College Associations: “We, university
youths, are also trying to do our part in preparing the creation of youth unity, we are trying to
raise from our ranks members who will be able to lead the united youth organisation, together
with the young people of the working class and the working peasantry. Mdatyds Rakosi” recently
announced the need to review the leadership of mass organisations. This was also a topical po-
litical issue in Szeged, and following the criticism, an internal change took place, which brought
MEFESZ closer to the youth organisation that was to be formed.

From our overview of organisational history so far, the political-organisational tactics that
the Communist Party preferred to use during the period of so-called “tentative democracy” are
clearly visible. The political organisers of the time held the view that whoever held the leader-
ship of youth organisations represented the youth, and whoever represented the youth controlled
the masses of youth. The attack to gain control of the youth took several directions.

One tactic was to gain control over youth and student organisations. This was done by the
communist core, who became a stronger voice, more assertive in its leadership, and aggressive
in its rhetoric. The close cooperation of this minority with the power structures of the emerging
dictatorship made the leaders of the organisations representing the majority of young people
more insecure and increasingly silent. At the same time, their withdrawal and resignation were
accompanied by an increase in the number of communist sympathisers in the leadership. In this
way, the “communist voice” in the leadership increasingly prevailed in decision-making.

The other tactic was to support the foundation of many organisations. In the struggle for
youth leadership, as an increasing number of organisations were created, the boundaries that
distinguish one organisation from another became blurred. Differences in ideology, social sta-
tus, religion, and values have become indistinguishable and entangled. In this confusion, the
disciplined and purposeful cooperation of communist youth organisers made their actions more
effective. The voices of non-communist youth organisations were less visible in the commu-
nist-controlled mass media. For young people, this gave the impression that all the organisations
were on the extreme left.

The third tactic, aimed at gaining youth representation, was to “create leadership”. More
specifically, the idea was to create a top position in a reconstituted hierarchy with leadership
functions and competencies. This was done in such a way that the organisations, already oc-
cupied by the communists themselves, requested, or even demanded, that a top organisation
should be created to exercise control over the existing organisations. A so-called umbrella or-
ganisation was set up above and from outside all of the youth organisations. “From outside” in
this case meant a political power outside the organisation, while “above” meant the creation of
an apex organisation above the existing organisations.

“From the autumn of 1946, the tone of the discourse on democracy became more and more
strident, the stigmatizing exclusionary tendencies of the communist side intensified, while in
2 Matyas Rakosi (until 1903 Matyas Rosenfeld, 1892—1971) was the General Secretary and then First Secretary of the

Hungarian Communist Party and the Hungarian Workers’ Party between 1945 and 1956, and also President of the
Council of Ministers of the Hungarian People’s Republic in 1952-1953.

2 Délvidéki Hirlap 24 March 1950

% The period from the end of World War II to the beginning of the establishment of the communist dictatorship in
Hungary (1945-1948). See Botos et al 1988, Gyarmati 2011


https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/1892
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/1971
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magyar_Kommunista_P%C3%A1rt
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magyar_Dolgoz%C3%B3k_P%C3%A1rtja
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minisztereln%C3%B6k
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minisztereln%C3%B6k
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magyar_N%C3%A9pk%C3%B6zt%C3%A1rsas%C3%A1g

70 Tanulmdnyok BEEVEDERE 2021. 4.

daily political practice the law enforcement agencies were increasingly active in providing con-
structed evidence on the mine-laying activities carried out by the enemies of the new social
order. By 1947, it became clear that the communists believed that the right to politics did not
apply to all actors, but only to those who respected the end they had set themselves; by 1949,
they had come to openly admitting that popular democracy was essentially a form of communist
dictatorship.

In February 1948, the Political Committee (Politikai Bizottsag, PB) of the Hungarian Com-
munist Party (Magyar Kommunista Part, MKP) decided to establish a unified youth organisa-
tion. With the establishment of the Hungarian Youth People’s Association (MINSZ) in March
1948, “the party struggle to win over the youth came to an end” *” The leaders of the organisa-
tion (Gyorgy Nonn, president; Zsigmond S. Nagy and Janos Gosztonyi?, vice-presidents; Ervin
Hollds, secretary general) held communist views.

UNIFIED ORGANISATION OF HUNGARIAN UNIVERSITY AND
COLLEGE STUDENTS (1948-1950), THE SECOND MEFESZ
(MEFESZZ)

From 1947 onwards, the communists began to seize power using the Stalinist model and tactics.
Opposing leaders were ousted by the parties forming the governing coalition. In June 1948, the
Hungarian Workers’ Party (HWP, Magyar Dolgozok Partja, MDP) was formed through a mer-
ger of the Social Democratic Party (Szocialdemokrata Part, SZDP) and the Communist Party
(Magyar Kommunista Part, MKP). The party was under communist control. By this time, all
the parties had been successfully “salami-sliced”, and the leaders and prominent members of the
parties that had been in operation since 1945 had, almost without exception, either already been
arrested or forced into emigration or collaboration. On 1 February 1949, the former coalition
parties (Independent Smallholders’ Party, Fiiggetlen Kisgazdapart, FKGP, Nemzeti Parasztpart,
National Peasants’ Party, NPP), led by politicians willing to collaborate with the communists,
were forced into a united front with MDP (and led by the communists) and the Hungarian Inde-
pendence People’s Front (Magyar Fiiggetlenségi Népfront, Peoples’ Front). The first one-party
election was held in 1949. Only the candidates of the People’s Front could be voted for. The list
of candidates was drawn by the MDP.

26 Kiss 2020. 151. For more details see: Medgyesi 2017.
27 Csik6s 1979. 66.

2 Janos Gosztonyi (1925-1985) was a politician. Graduated from high school in 1942, then studied economics at the
Royal Hungarian J6zsef Nador University of Technology and Economics in Budapest. Between 1943 and 1944, and
again between 1946 and 1949, he lived in the Gyorffy Dormitory, where he became involved in youth movements.
From 1945 he was an organiser of the Hungarian Democratic Youth Association in Cellddmélk and an activist of the
Hungarian Communist Party. From 1946 he was head of the organizational department of the People’s Youth League
(NISZ) and later deputy secretary general. Between 1946 and 1948 he represented the NISZ in the Association of
Hungarian University and College Associations. In 1948 he joined the Hungarian Workers’ Party. He was a member
of the Presidential Council from 1953 to 1963.
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The People’s Front list received 95.6% of the votes. After the elections, the installation of
communist dictatorship began. Under the 1949 Constitution, the Hungarian People’s Republic
was born. All aspects of the economy, society, education, science, and culture were nationalised.
Planned economy was introduced and the council system was established following the Soviet
model. “The autonomy of the branches of power and administration became a semblance. The
MDP manually controlled the actual functioning of politics.”*

The fifth Student Parliament of the Alliance of Hungarian University and College Associ-
ations (AHUCA, MEFESZ ) held in the spring of 1948 changed the name to Unified Organ-
isation of Hungarian University and College Students (UOHUCS, Magyar Egyetemistak és
Féiskolasok Egységes Szervezete, MEFESZ,), following the example of the Stalinist monolith-
ic system.*® The acronym “MEFESZ” was retained.’!

At this milestone, we must pause for a moment. As we shall see later, when we come to the
history of the birth of AHUCS (Association of Hungarian University and College Students,
Magyar Egyetemistak és Féiskolasok Szovetsége, MEFESZ,) in 1956, despite the similarity of
the organisational name, there are fundamental differences between the two earlier MEFESZes
(AHUCA and UOHUCS) and the MEFESZ (AHUCS) born in 1956, which are the result of
different conceptions of democracy.

Born in 1945, the MEFESZ, organisation was established as an umbrella organisation of the
diverse scenario of university and college student associations, and then, in the transformation
of 1948, MEFESZ, defined itself as a monolithic higher education student organisation. Instead
of the former self-organising associations at the faculty or university level, from the autumn of
1948, students could only join this single, uniformed student organisation, seemingly by volun-
tary declaration of membership.

From 1948 onwards, the Hungarian Youth People’s Association (HYPA, Magyar Ifjasag
Népi Szovetsége, MINSZ) managed the Unified Organisation of Hungarian University and Col-
lege Students (UOHUCS, MEFESZ,).”” As a result, it played an inglorious role in the univer-
sity “reform” from 1949 onwards, in the removal of lecturers and students by means of show
hearings and disciplinary measures in the name of the fight against reaction. From the autumn
of 1949 on, the leadership of the Unified Organisation of Hungarian University and College
Students (UOHUCS), on the basis of MDP guidelines, advocated the creation of a unified youth
organisation (and thus the abolition of the UOHUCS).*

This shows that by 1950, the communist dictatorship gradually eroded and dismantled for-
mer youth organisations.

It did so by channelling it into the HYPA (MINSZ), which then merged into the Union of
Working Youth (UWJ, Dolgozo Ifjusag Szovetsége, DISZ) created on 18 June 1950. DISZ was
the only centralised organisation for young people aged 14-26 (following the Soviet model).

¥ Kiss 2020. 153.

The Soviet Komsomol, which served as the model, celebrated its 30th anniversary in 1948. See also. Szabad Nép 17
October 1948.

A turnaround among young people. Szabad Nép 12 May 1948.

32 The Hungarian Youth People’s Association (MINSZ) was founded in Budapest on 22 March 1948, and the dissolu-
tion of MADISZ was declared.

3 HoLLos 1949.
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Lajos Sziics was appointed to be the first secretary general of DISZ, and Janos Gosztonyi,
Istvan Kadas, and Gyorgy Varhegyi became secretaries. Janos Gosztonyi, the secretary of the
Central Executive Committee of DISZ, published his thoughts in the January 1956 issue of
University Youth: “We want a youth unity at the universities based on the world view of Marx-
ism-Leninism and the unified pursuit of the policies of our party. It is therefore necessary that
the dominant, leading role in the universities should be played by communist students. |...] But
this [...] can only be worked out if we pursue a consistent class policy without wavering, which
includes a majority of students of working class and peasant origin. The majority of students
must come_from the ranks of the working class and the working peasantry.”*

Under the higher education admission system in effect from that time onwards, the propor-
tion of students of non-working class or peasant origin (so-called “origin X”) could not exceed
ten per cent of the total number of students admitted.

During the next five years (1950-1955), the leadership of DISZ became a part of the party
nomenclature. In 1955, DISZ had seven hundred thousand members.*

THE ASSOCIATION OF HUNGARIAN UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE
STUDENTS (1956—1957) THE THIRD MEFESZ (MEFSZ, MEFESZ,
MEFESZ,)

In the autumn of 1956, Hungary’s universities, especially in Budapest and Szeged were in fer-
ment. The first event leading to this was the 20" Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (CPSU) held on 14-25 February 1956.

In a four-hour speech at a closed session of the Congress, the party’s number one lead-
er, Khrushchev3¢, “exposed” the crimes of Stalin and Stalinism. The manipulative purpose
and Janus-faced nature of this “unmasking” is illustrated by the fact that the speech was
not heard live by the foreign delegations attending the congress, and the party leaders of
the socialist camp and the French and Italian communist leaders were not privy to the
content of the secret speech until two days later. From the speech, the main elements of
which had already been formulated at the meeting of the Central Committee of the USSR
Communist Party held a week before the congress®’, and from the press coverage in Hun-
gary, which was based on the MTI reports*, could be interpreted by the citizens of the
states under the Russian yoke as a kind of intention and aspiration for regime reform.*
The 20" Congress had a strong impact on the countries of the Eastern Bloc, including Hun-
gary. Among party members, questions of how the system could be repaired and mended
3% Egyetemi Ifjiisag 1956. januar 11. 1.

3 ToTH 1984.

36 Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev (1894-1971) Russian-born Soviet communist politician. After Stalin’s death, 1953
from 1964 First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

37 FURSZENKO 2004. See also: BARATH 2006.
3% Hungarian Telegraphic Office (MTI) is the Hungarian National News Agency
3 MTI international news 14-18 February 1956. 1.
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(including the assertion of collective leadership, the rehabilitation of the victims of show
trials, “anti-dogmatism” and “anti-Stalinism”) were raised.

Tamas Kiss, the compiler of the political programme of AHUCS (MEFESZ,) and the spokes-
man for the academic and political demands at the General Assembly on 20 October, talked about
the “social climate change” of the early autumn of 1956 as follows. “A year earlier; it was unheard
of that students would talk about political issues among themselves, even in a corner, in a dormito-
ry room, or in a private conversation. It was taboo. Simply no one dared to risk voicing an opinion
even if they had one. By September 1956, it had become clear that something was about to change.
Something was going to happen, something was happening around us. """

From the early autumn of 1956, discussions began between Tamas Kiss, Andras Lejtényi,
Ivan Abrudbanyai, Janos Aszalos, Imre Toth, Miklds Vetd, and other students at the University
of Szeged, about what courses of action could be considered to achieve a freer student life.

Between 10 and 13 October, a letter arrived in Szeged. The letter was sent to Helmut Alaksza,
a second-year law student at the University of Szeged, by Karoly Roman, a humanities student
in Budapest (ELTE). The letter, dated 10 October, was signed “From the students of humanities
in Budapest”. It was unknown under what circumstances the letter was written. According to
this letter, “the spirit of Congress broke the shackles of ideas. Today, the concepts of democracy
and socialism are beginning to take substance. [...] The aim of the demonstration of the students
of Budapest on 6 October was to tear apart the fears that had been weighing on souls and to
restore the right to free expression. This was our first step and the next step will be determined
by the current political situation. However, while we give voice to the demands of the masses,
we cannot disregard our own situation either. The current university education system is pro-
ducing intellectual cripples, not knowledgeable professionals, and despite the fact that state
leadership knows this as well as we do, no action has been taken to remedy the situation so far.
We are forced to act! Our first step must be to make the Russian language optional. [...] Note
that teaching the Russian language in this way is a consequence of Russian chauvinism, which
was fed by Stalinism. We therefore call on you to join us in a united strike on 22 October 1956
for the Russian language to be made optional.”*!

In the first days of October, Kiss, Lejtényi, and Toth visited the medical school dormitory
and the liberal arts dormitory, and organised and presented their ideas for the creation of a new
university student union. During these days, they spoke to the rector of the University of Szeged
(Dezs6 Bardti), to whom they explained the need for the creation of an advocacy organisation
and talked about the planned organisation’s structure and objectives. The university rector said
that he would support the students’ association if it was established.

On the morning of 15 October, the draft of the organisational rules of the new associa-
tion and the provisional name “Students’ Association” (Didkszdvetség) were adopted at the
University Students’ Club.

On 16 October, a meeting with DISZ took place at the student club. At the meeting, Andras
Lejtényi and Tamas Kiss presented their positions on Russian language education and stu-
dent representation to the participants. During the meeting, they stressed that they definitely
wanted to create a new youth association.

40 Kiss 2000. 53.
41 Published in Kiss 2002. 175.
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According to Istvan Sipos, DISZ secretary, the MEFESZ, organisers set Spm as the starting
time for the student assembly. However, the DISZ leadership had previously been informed
that because of the public mood in the student club, many students would turn up for the S5pm
meeting and would “declare DISZ dissolved*. Therefore, with the aim of disconnecting the
crowd from the leaders, they organised a large rally in the university’s main lecture hall, the Au-
ditorium Maximum® at the same time as the meeting, and advertised it on hand-drawn posters.

Istvan Sipos recalled that “Contrary to what had previously been announced, they re-
fused to develop a common position with us and threatened to invoke the masses. Finally,
Lejtényi and Tamas Kiss in particular interrupted further discussions, and the MEFESZ
representatives present, upon Lejtényi’s words, “come on guys, the masses are waiting”, got
up and left for the university building in Ady Square, where most of the youth were already
together. '*

From the student club, the organisers of the new student union and the leaders of DISZ
started in two directions. Kiss, Lejtényi, and other students went to AudMax (to their fellow
students), and the DISZ leaders went to the university party committee to ask for further guid-
ance. However, they did not receive any guidance there, as the inertia of the “ancien régime”
had already shown. “By the time we got there (Sipos later said) the students had already started
the meeting, and the crowd was so big that we could hardly get into the hall. "

On arrival at AudMax, Tamas Kiss and Andras Lejtényi stepped up to the podium and opened
the meeting. Tamas Kiss greeted the audience and introduced his fellow students, and Lejtényi
said that the attendees were patriots who had started a movement for students’ rights. Than the
students formed a student union, the Hungarian Association of University and College Students
(AHUCS, Magyar Egyetemistak és Foiskolasok Szovetsége, MEFESZ.,). In the first part of the
meeting, the necessity, aims, principles, and organisational framework of the organisation were
discussed. Then Tamas Kiss took the floor. He spoke about the fact that the association would
also make academic and social demands, and that this would happen at the programme-forming
meeting on 20 October, which was to take place after the faculty meetings where the faculty de-
mands would be formulated. At that time, academic demands were raised. The atmosphere be-
gan to intensify. One participant, Jozsef Gorog, a DISZ leader, recalled that “before the meeting,
several party members, and the DISZ functionaries agreed that they would try to move the meet-
ing back on track by their comments. But they couldnt, as some of their speakers were jeered
and booed by the participants.”* The mood of the meeting changed from minute to minute. In
his speech, Tivadar Putnik, a humanities student, argued in favour of making political demands.
Putnik’s proposal demanded the removal of the Russian troops. The AHUCS organisers then
suggested that the issue of AHUCS (MEFSZ, MEFESZ,) demands should be closed now and
that the formulation of demands should continue on the 20th. At the end of the meeting, it was
decided that the Steering Committee of AHUCS should draw up the organisational rules and
4 Testimony of Istvan Sipos, 26 August 1957 CSML XXV. 9/b. Criminal Court records of Szeged County Court. B.

1249/1957
 Ibid
4 Ibid
4 Ibid

4 Service report 23 August 1957. B.M. Csongrad County Police Headquarters Political Investigation Department,
Szeged.
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program and then resubmit them for adoption at the General Assembly on 20 October. Several
demands were repeated and rewarded with enthusiastic applauses. According to secretary Lasz-
16 Székely, these were the main demands:

“1. Withdrawal of Soviet troops

2. Public hearing of Mihaly Farkas

3. Imre Nagy to the leadership

4. Review of commercial contracts

5. Termination of the Warsaw Treaty and neutrality. "

“It was a noisy night. (Tamas Kiss told us in an interview with him) A/though a few of us,
Lejtényi, Gonczdl, myself, Imre Toth, about six or eight of us, the most agile members of this
group, walked over to one of the dorms. We drafted (on a little typewriter) a letter addressed to
all the students in the country: Join us!* The text of the call was as follows:

“Student Brothers! We, the students of the University of Szeged, the Medical University of
Szeged, the College of Pedagogy of Szeged, and the College of Music Teacher Training formed
our own university youth organisation on 16 October 1956, the Association of Hungarian Uni-
versity and College Students. Our aim is the freedom of thought so that we can brush off the
burden forced on us by Stalin and Rdkosi. We want to defend our special student interests, and
we want to go on and develop free. DISZ — as we see it and as the leading board of DISZ also
admits — has lost the confidence of the youth and is also lagging far behind the Party in its de-
velopment. We cannot wait for it to catch up. We cannot wait until the house collapses upon us.
That is why we, in the spirit of the 20" Congress, have formed a new, independent organisation
which only represents the interests of the college and university students of today. We, the stu-
dents of Szeged took the first step, we call you to join us!!!

Lets expand MEFSZ into a nationwide organisation! Brothers of us! It is about you as well,
Your interests are at stake. United we stand! Join MEFSZ! Szeged, 17 October 1956, The Szeged
MEFSZ"%

47 Laszlo Székely’s interrogation report of 28 August 1957.
4 Interview with Tamas Kiss. Published in: Kiss 2002. 138.
4 Published in Jancsak 2016. 221.
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This meeting was reported in the 18 October issue of the daily Délmagyarorszag: “MEF-
ESZ was formed, or rather, its Szeged branch, which operates alongside DISZ, and the inau-
gural meeting turned into a mass rally. The young people sharply criticised the present form
and system of teaching foreign languages, Marxism-Leninism, and national defense, and also
decided to address the country s leaders with their the demands on certain issues of political
life. They demand, among other things, the abolition of the death penalty, a public trial of
those found guilty of wrongdoings — above all in the Rajk case — the equalisation of salaries,
the settlement of salaries for the low-paid, an alliance with Yugoslavia, and the improve-
ment of information.”? In this report, the paper did not give a full account of the students’
demands (e.g. the demand for democratic elections or the withdrawal of foreign troops was
not reported).

In the following days, Szeged’s higher education institutions held faculty meetings and cre-
ated demands reflecting the specificities of their faculties. During these days, Tamas Kiss and
Andras Lejtényi (together with the students involved in the organisation of AHUCS®!) held ne-
gotiations with DISZ. In these negotiations, the DISZ leaders focused on the need for AHUCS
(MEFESZ,) to define itself not as an independent organisation, but as part of DISZ. During the
days of 18-19 October, the AHUCS organisers agreed “that DISZ has been discredited and
that the name of the new organisation should be AHUCS. [...] The position of AHUCS was that
AHUCS should be independent of DISZ until the DISZ's honour was restored.”? It was made
clear to the DISZ leaders> that an independent and grassroots organisation would be set up as a
student self-government representing the interests of a specific group of students. The minutes
of the meeting on the AHUCS’s (MEFESZ,) statutes, held in the student club on 17 October,
state: “We will operate independently of DISZ. [...] We distance ourselves from DISZ. If DISZ
regains the lost confidence, we will not be needed anyway [...] We will not hand over power to
DISZ. [...] The common, unifying organisation should not be called DISZ. Our relationship with
the DISZ is clear, yesterdays members’ meeting said so. The name of the comprehensive body
should not be DISZ either.

The new organisation held its second general assembly on 20 October. The meeting was
attended and recorded by Gyorgy Garai, a correspondent of Hungarian Radio.*® At this event,
after the opening speech by Dezsé Gonczol, Andras Lejtényi took the floor and presented the
draft Rules of Organisation and Operation (SZMSZ). After the adoption of the SZMSZ, Tamas
0 Délmagyarorszag 1956. oktober 18.

51 Janos Ambrus, Ivan Abrudbanyai, Vilmos Acs, Ivan Csete, Gyorgy Halasz, Karoly Hamori, Dezsé Gonczol, Tivadar
Putnik, Laszl6 Székely, Imre To6th

52 Laszl6 Székely’s interrogation report of 28 August 1957.

53 ”The DISZ leaders sat at the long table, and we sat here. Not all 18 of us, but maybe 10 or so. Formally, the

organisation was not established because it would have needed a permit, but we considered it formed and that
was enough. For practically two days, we argued about whether we should stay within DISZ, so we should not
do this separate organisation, but as DISZ members — because as many of us as there were, we were all DISZ
members, and there were even DISZ leaders among us, although only group leaders, not senior leaders. So
should we stay within DISZ and demand these rights there? But with the exception of maybe one or two people,
the vast majority of this group of 18 and basically myself, Andras and Imre, we all said no way, we are not going
to cooperate with DISZ, we are fed up with it, you have lied enough, you have fooled us enough. Now we will
go through with it.” Kiss 2002. 140.

% The litigation of Tamas Kiss and his associates. CSML B.1249/1957.

3 See JaNCsAK 2017 for more details.
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Kiss took the floor to present the political program of AHUCS (MEFESZ,), which was drafted
based on the proposals of the faculty meetings>. Tamas Kiss then first presented the academic
demands and then the political demands, which were adopted by unanimous vote, with a few
points added.

The political claims of AHUCS (Szeged, 20 October 1956):

1. “We press for bringing those into justice who are responsible for the crimes of the last
era and the trials should be public!

2. We press for the freedom of information! The press should comment everything in full

details!

We press for reelecting Imre Nagy and Gyérgy Lukdcs into the Central Leading Board!

We claim a salary reform! The upper limit of incomes coming from the state should be

AW

announced and the improvement of low salaries should be accelerated!

5. We press for abolishing death penalty concerning political crimes!

6. We press for a reestablished, free, democratic system of elections!

7. We claim that university youth should play a greater role in directing the political and
other matters of the country!

8. The national celebration of 15 March should be restored!

9. Russian troops should be withdrawn!

10. The mandatory delivery of peasants’ surplus should be abolished!

11. Let there be university autonomy!

12. We press for the restoration of the 1848 Kossuth coat of arms! "’

The following were the milestones in the birth of the student movement starting in Szeged
and the development of their demands on a national scale:
* 16 October, University of Szeged (inauguration)
* 20 October, University of Szeged (adoption of organisational rules, programme, aca-
demic and political demands)
+  student assemblies in Hungarian universities, where the Szeged delegates presented
their demands:
21 October
— Pedagogical College of Eger (the delegate from Szeged was Sandor Sz6ke Sandor),
22 October
—  Budapest Technical University of Construction and Transport (the delegates from Sze-
ged were Tamas Kiss and Andras Lejtényi)
—  University of Debrecen (the delegates from Szeged wew Janos Ambrus and Gabor
Jancso)
— G06dollé University of Agricultural Sciences (the delegates from Szeged were Tamas
Kiss and Andras Lejtényi)
3¢ Kiss stressed that the programme and the demands are the programme of the AHUCS in Szeged, the faculty demands

are/was created by the faculty meetings. I note here that this statement already indicated that the new organisation
will apply the principle of subsidiarity in all its elements, i.e. it will be a truly bottom-up organisation.

7 Some parts of the political claims of AHUCS read up on 20 October can be heard here: http://www.mefesz.hu/mef-
esz.php?oldal=doku, the script of the tape record can be found here: http://www.mefesz.hu/english.php?id=6
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—  Miskolc University of Heavy Industry (the delegates from Szeged were Ivan Csete and
Karoly Hamori)

—  Pécs (the delegates from Szeged were Ivan Abrudbanyai Ivan and Vilmos Acs)

—  Veszprém University of Chemical Industry (the delegate from Szeged was Attila Kadar).

On 21-22 October, the students of higher education institutions joined the Szeged initiative,
they formed their own AHUCS organisation, and joined the demands for democratic transfor-
mation, restoration of the country’s independence (and national symbols), political and econom-
ic reforms, and personal and collective freedom. The student demonstrations emanating from
these rallies fanned the flames of revolution the following day, 23 October.

AHUCS (MEFESZ,), born in Szeged, demanded a regime change. The demands for the
restoration of national historical symbols and the independence of the state, as well as free and
democratic elections, were demands for regime change in the direction of a sovereign Hungary
with a multi-party system, and civil democracy.

DEMOCRACY, SOLIDARITY, AUTONOMY IN RULES OF
ORGANISATION AND OPERATION (SZMSZ) or AHUCS

The Association of University and College Students (born on 16 October) was formally estab-
lished at the general assembly held in the Auditorium Maximum of the University of Szeged on
20 October 1956 with the adoption of the Rules of Organisation and Operation.

The mission of the organisation is defined as: “The aim of the alliance is that the youths
leaving the universities and colleges who are dedicated to represent the mind of the nation
should not be an indifferent, passive crowd, a layer of coward, supple and mean ones, but an
army fighting bravely and soulfully for the nation, the country and for a merrier future. These
people should not fear talking about the truth but should serve the nation and the country with
their skills, knowledge, and ability.” (Section 5 of the Rules of Organisation and Operation
(SZMSZ) of the AHUCS)*

Andrés Lejtényi explained the reasoning behind this point: “The system of Stalin and
Rakosi brought up intellectual cripples and sycophants. They used merciless and inhuman
tools against those who dared to raise their voices in the name of rationality and humanity
against their brutality and failures. They tried to teach us crude selfishness, unprincipled-
ness, repression, and subservience with more or less success. They wanted to tread down the
desire for freedom coming from our souls, they wanted to turn us into servants accepting
their perfidies obediently. The spirit of the 20" Congress swept these intentions away. A free,
Sfruitful atmosphere came into being, but the remains of the past hinder us from evolving. The
aim of our youth organisation is to throw these remains out of our mind for the benefit of our
nation, country, and ourselves.”

8 Published by JANCSAK 2016. 222-223.
39 Published by JANCSAK 2011. 93-94.
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When MEFESZ was launched, there was an elementary demand that, since the world,
interests, and goals of higher education students are characterised by specific individualities,
their articulation and representation should be carried out by the students themselves. “We
know our interests best, it is our task to represent them and to defend them, if it is necessary.
An organisation standing outside of us, with leaders who are not only our representatives,
cannot represent our interests as strongly as we can. We are not children who cannot tell
right and wrong apart. Our experience is that we can only reach what we fight for.” (Section
2/c of the Rules of Organisation and Operation (SZMSZ) of the AHUCS) “It is the duty
of every AHUCS member to represent, defend, and fight for the interests of the university
and college students on every forum and in any other organisation. AHUCS was founded
to defend the interests of both university and college students. Every AHUCS member has
to strive for — on the basis of rationality — defending these interests which are our own. Do
not forget that we are all for one and one for all.” (2nd article, Section 6 of the Rules of
Organisation and Operation (SZMSZ) of the AHUCS)®

Disillusioned with DISZ, university students started to organise AHUCS as what they
saw was that youth representatives, the DISZ leaders, were distanced from the students,
were not credible, and did not represent university youth. However, there was another reason
why the student organisation was created, namely that the representation of university youth
in DISZ, which was centralised following the Soviet model, was not insufficient due to the
internal hierarchy of the organisation and the control of the communist party. Moreover,
resolving the problems of workers and peasants was always prioritised over students’ issues
and problems.

This exploration of values and articulation of interests, resulting from the specific life in
higher education, became the driving force behind the student movement. In 1956, students
recognised that the three main subsystems of higher education (administration, educational
institutions, and student self-government) had a specific and common interest in efficiently
functioning student representation. At the same time, it was also recognised that only a bot-
tom-up, democratic approach could create a vibrant and functioning student representation.

The nature and mission of the association was defined as “AHUCS is an organisation
of the masses of university and college students which includes the whole number of youths
participating in education.” (1st article, Section 1 of the Rules of Organisation and Opera-
tion (SZMSZ) of the AHUCS)®!

Membership is based on the free choice of the individual and his/her declaration of mem-
bership: “Every university and college student who accepts the aims of AHUCS and considers
the rules and regulations of AHUCS to be obligatory, and signs the admission form, becomes a
member of AHUCS by their free will. The democratic way of operation of AHUCS requires peo-
ple to consider the constitution and the rules and regulations of the association to be obligatory.
However, we cannot force anyone to join us if they hold different views.

The need to create a new and independent grassroots organisation was seen in the fact
that there was no other organisation capable of doing so instead of or alongside MEFESZ,

8 Published by JANCSAK 2016. 224.
1 Ibid. 227.
62 Published by JANCSAK 2011. 94.
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which acted as a representative of student interests. “We need a new organisation that only
defends our particular interests. No other organisation is capable of it. In DISZ, not only the
problems of university youth are at stake. For example, if a case of a young worker is more
important, then it would be discussed first, not our case. We cannot wait on every occasion,
if we feel that our case is urgent. Anyway, we lost confidence in DISZ, so the significance of
the new organisation is clear.” (Justification of Section 1/a of the Rules of Organisation and
Operation (SZMSZ) of the AHUCS)®

The values of MEFESZ are well illustrated by the point that “The members of AHUCS
have the right to rely on the solidarity of AHUCS in a reasonable and justified case. One of
the main duties of AHUCS is to protect the interests of students as much as possible. The as-
sociation consists of all the individual members, therefore, a member should be able to rely
on its solidarity in every case which concerns the interests and authority of the association.
Without it, the members would not dare to submit proposals and claims which would be ad-
dressed to the leaders of the state or the party, for example, the recent question concerning
the Russian language. AHUCS, of course, will not stand by anyone if the given person breaks
the moral standard, law, or any kind of regulation.” (2nd article, Section 5 of the Rules of
Organisation and Operation (SZMSZ) of the AHUCS).*

The General Assembly (GA, Didknagygyiilés) was identified as the association’s highest
decision-making forum. The GA consisted of all university and college students in Szeged.
The decisions of the GA were seen as an expression of common will and were therefore
binding to all MEFESZ, members.*

The level below this was the Faculty Student Assembly (FSA, Kari Didkgytilés), which
had decision-making power. In terms of the Rules of Organisation and Operation (SZMSZ),
the FSA allowed the students of the faculty to make specific decisions arising from the
faculty’s specificities, but the binding decision of the Faculty Student Assembly could only
be enforced at the faculty level and could not contradict a decision made by the General
Assembly. The decision of the faculty students was binding on all members of MEFESZ..
The implementation of the decisions of the Faculty Student Assemblies was carried out by
the Faculty Student Council, elected for each class. The class council implemented the deci-
sions of the class assemblies, and the group representatives elected by the group implement-
ed the decisions of the group assembly.®® The University Student Council (USC, Egyetemi
Diédktanacs) represented the student body during the breaks between sessions of the General
Assembly. USC (the so-called “18-member committee”) was composed of three representa-
tives per faculty (Faculty of Law, Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Science, Faculty of Medicine,
Faculty of Pharmacy, and Pedagogical College).

AHUCS was based on direct democratic principles and social values. They secured freedom
of thought, opinion, and decision in the rules and regulations for its members. One-person lead-
ership (“leadership cut off from the crowd”) was excluded in its constitution. “AHUCS is an
independent, free organisation. [...] The basic principle of the AHUCS is democracy, spreading

6 Published by JANCSAK 2016. 219.

¢ Published by JANCSAK 2016. 226.

% Published by JANCSAK 2011. 96. (3 article Section 1)

% Published by JANCSAK 2011. 96-97. (3 article Section 2)
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to the widest range of affairs. As a consequence, and in order to avoid one-person leadership,
decisions can only be made by the majority of the members. So as to avoid the devastating
system of instructions coming from above, decisions can only be made by the members.” (1st
article, Section 2.a of the Rules of Organisation and Operation (SZMSZ) of AHUCS)

[..]

“AHUCS is the organisation of university and college students. The right to debate must be
secured and must be given to every student and every member of AHUCS, by which the issue of
direct democracy is maintained. The right to vote is also concerned the same way. It was really
problematic that the members did not dare to express their opinions. So it can be considered to
be correct that let us have a public forum where everybody can tell their point of view without
any restriction, without facing reprisal or pushback.” (2nd article, Section 3 of the Rules of Or-
ganisation and Operation (SZMSZ) of the AHUCS)

[...]

“If a theory goes to the wall during a debate, it is obviously unfair. What is right, it is the
interest of all. What is the interest of all of us, it is obligatory to fight for it. Our envoys should
not be leaders (in the incorrect sense of the word), but the faithful and exact executors of the will
of youth. The system of commands coming from up is theoretically full of mistakes and practi-
cally unjust.” (2nd article, Section 7 of the Rules of Organisation and Operation (SZMSZ) of
the AHUCS)"’

All of this suggests that AHUCS (MEFESZ,) was a grassroots student self-government sys-
tem based on democratic principles.

THE NAME OF MEFESZ3 IN CONTEMPORARY SOURCES

The first document announcing the founding of the organisation, the appeal entitled “Our Stu-
dent Brothers!”, dated 17 October 1956 in Szeged, written by the founders of the organisation
themselves, helps to decide on the name. It begins as follows: “We, the students of the University
of Szeged, the Medical University of Szeged, the Pedagogical College of Szeged and the Szeged
Music Teacher Training College, founded our own university youth organisation, the Associa-
tion of Hungarian University and College Students on 16 October 1956.” On the typed appeal,
made the night after the meeting on 16 October (dated 17 October), the acronym appears twice:
“Join MEFSZ.” And the signature is “The MEFSZ of Szeged.” In the text of the leaflet, the
abbreviation of the organisation’s name is thus given without the inserted “e” sound.

In the article “The Grand Assembly of Szeged University Students” published on the third
page of the 18 October issue of the Szeged daily Délmagyarorszag, it is written that “As a result
of the debate, a new youth organisation, the Unified Association of Hungarian University and
College Students, MEFESZ, was founded.”

The following day, in an article published on 19 October in Délmagyarorszag, we read: “It
was this willingness to help, to criticise mistakes with courage and consistency that led to the
establishment of MEFESZ, the United Association of University and College Students in Szeged

7 Published by JANCSAK 2016. 226-227.
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[...] MEFESZ was founded in Szeged, in the auditorium of the University of Szeged, amidst
stormy and courageous debates of principle. The rally’s tone was set by criticism from the
masses. They criticised the university education system, and the inaugural meeting turned into
a mass meeting, where political issues were debated. %

The events in Szeged were also reported by Radio Free Europe (RFE, Szabad Eurdépa Radio,
SZER). In the “News” starting at 1 p.m. on 20 October 1956, it said: “According to a report in
the Free Youth, 3,000 university students left the organisation and formed a new autonomous
university youth organisation under the name of MEFOSZ [sic]. The students held meetings at
the Faculty of Humanities in Szeged for days, demanding the creation of an autonomous uni-
versity youth organisation, the rapid and decisive implementation of university reforms, and the
translation of socialist democracy into action. They demanded general democratic elections in
the youth organisations, the implementation of the Communist Party's intellectuals’ resolution,
and a reduction in the number of lectures on national defence and Marxism. In addition, the
students of Szeged put forward other demands of a political nature. They demanded complete
freedom of the press, the abolition of the death penalty, a cap on state salaries, and an increase
in low wages. In their resolution, they stressed the need for certain personal changes and the
punishment of the guilty. It was at these meetings that it was decided to set up MEFOSZ. The
Minister of Education, Albert Konya, promised to examine the demands. He announced that
optional language teaching would be implemented. The resolution of the first meeting of the
new university organisation, MEFOSZ, stresses that DISZ has failed to lead the students’ move-
ment and has not consistently fought for their justifiable demands.”” The RFE, declared by
the communist dictatorship to be “the mouthpiece of American imperialism”, was forbidden to
listen to in Hungary at that time. Radio transmission was made difficult to hear with jamming
towers. Thousands of Hungarians listened to news from the “free world”, with the radio turned
down and their ears glued to the loudspeaker so that it would not be heard in the next apartment.
In many cases, the news from behind the Iron Curtain reached the SZER’s editorial offices in
snippets. Under these circumstances, it is understandable that the name of the organisation was
mistakenly given as ‘MEFOSZ’ in the news reports.

On 20 October at 21:10 and 23:59, Imre Mikes (Gallicus) gave a commentary on the SZER’s
program “Reflektor”:

“There is a storm in Szeged, a destructive storm [...] Indeed, there is a storm in Szeged, not
a storm of the forces of nature, but an elemental storm of the rebellion of young souls. But why
is this storm called destructive? It may, and probably is, destructive to the system, but it may,
and certainly is, equally purifying and edifying to the nation. After all, what are the young Hun-
garians of the University of Szeged demanding, and what are all young Hungarians demanding
with them? Independence for themselves, autonomy for the college, people s rule for the nation,
free elections, the suspension of the Hitlerian system of cadres by descent, a reduction in the
number of so-called defense, party science (marxism), and Russian language classes, and they
demand freedom of the press, the abolition of the death penalty, a cut in the exorbitant incomes
of colonial governors, and an increase in the hunger wages of the millions of people who toil.
[...] Would this storm be devastating? Not a destructive storm, but a creative storm, giving life to

% Apor 1956
% http://szer.oszk.hu/felvetel?i=776729324&n=13-00-ora-hirszolgalat (2021.10.02.)
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those ideals which no shackles and no ropes could extirpate from the Hungarian soul. So there
is a storm in Szeged, almost a revolutionary storm. Not only in words and not only in ideals, but
also in deeds. For the young people who took to the intellectual barricades in the metropolis on
the banks of the Tisza also took to the barricades from DISZ and immediately established and
revived the Alliance of Hungarian University and College Associations [sic!]”’® The name of
the organisation in this radio note was the name of the former organisation.

The MEFESZ’s programme-making general assembly on 20 October was reported in the
Hungarian Monday News on 22 October: “...Long before four o’clock the auditorium was al-
ready packed to capacity. Almost two hours before the auditorium was already full. At exactly
four o’clock, the presidency, four students, a female student, and the president of the assembly,
Jozsef Perbiro, the deputy dean of the Faculty of Law, entered the room. They were greeted with
a huge round of applause, which was loud when Rector Baroti and Professor Gabor Fodor,
two-time Kossuth Prize-winning scientist and world-famous chemist, took their seats in the
front row. At this point, the assembly began. The first task: to present and discuss the provisional
organisational rules of the recently established MEFESZ (Association of Hungarian University
and College Students)...””!

The last document to be presented in this paper on the birth of the organisation was written
after the students’ general assembly of the Technical University of Construction and Transport
Engineering (EpitSipari és Kozlekedési Miiszaki Egyetem, EKME) on 22 October™. It is one
of the most famous leaflets of the 1956 revolution. At this assembly, the students of the EKME
joined the proposal of Szeged students.” The document, stencilled typewritten proclamation
No. 6330, containing the 14 points of demand, was written on 22 October and can be found in
the archives of the National Széchényi Library (OSZK, Budapest). The first lines of the leaflet
read: “Manifesto. We join the proposal of the Szeged university students and formed the MEF-
ESZ organisation of the Technical University of Construction and Transport. The students of the
University of Technology [Muegyetem] and the College of Horticulture [Kertészeti Fdiskola]
Jjoined the organisation. The task of the new MEFESZ will be to make the student body s position
on serious political issues into a resolution and to resolve the current problems of university
youth (defense education, canteen, student hostel, rail discount, free exams, and individual trav-
el abroad). The MEFESZ organisation was unanimously formed by a spontaneous meeting of
university youth attended by 4-5,000 people.” Although the full name of the organisation is not
given in this document, only the acronym MEFESZ, the adjective “new” (“the task of the new
MEFESZ”) emphasises the distance from the previous organisation with that name.

0 http://szer.oszk.hu/felvetel 2i=664438590&n=reflektor (2021.10.02.)

I HALASZ 1956

2 Jovd Mérndke 1956. oktdber 23. For more details see: FRIVALDSZKY 2006., HORVATH 2006., LipTAK 2003.
3 POGANY 1996. 14.
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gsatlakozunk s Szegedi Beyetemistdk javaslatehoz és me alakitot=
tux az fpitdiparl ée Kuzlckedési Miszoki Bgyetem MEFESI Snervezetét. 2
A Spervese tiez a Miexyetem és a Kertépseti Fiiskole Jel enlévd hallgantéd
1s csatlukoztak, Az uj MEFESZ feladntn lesz o sulyos politikai kérdé=-
sekben a disdksdg 811ldsfoglelisdt haturozatti nyilvinimni és o egete-
wi ifjusay Jelenlegd megoldatlan problémait /honvédelmi okintas, menza
Giakotthon, vasuti kedvesmény, sgobod vizsga, KMlftldi ut egyénileg 1a;’
Jehe t3vé tétele, A MEFESZ Sgervezetit az esyetemi ifjusag spontin gyfi-
lésén 4-Booo £8 jelenlétdben egyrangulag alekitotta meg.

6330
Hatédrosat.,

1./ Az DR kongresszus azonnall Usszehiviga, clulrél vilaostott
veze*Bods, nz uj kézponti veze tisdg megaloki tasn.

2./ A kormimy alokuljon at Wagy Imre elvtars veze téedvel.

3./ Gaedasagilag ¢e politilailag tel jesen cgyenrengu alapon és
caymés belilgyeibe valé be nem avntkozde elvén 4116 magyar-ssoviet de
mapyar-jugoszliv bardtsdig megalakitdsn. -

4,/ Az Spezes proviet csapniok kivondasit Magyarorgzigrél a m-
gyar bokeszerzidéam értelmében. . y

5./ Altaldinos, egyenlD, titkos vilaeztisokat (bD phrt réezvéte-
lével, i nemze tgyildsi képvisel 5k vilasat suval,

6./ A mgyar gazdasagl élet atsservesdsdt ezakemberek Drvonisi-
val és ennek Keretdben & magyar urinére mng-_ynr felhaszndldgival , Hoze
zik nyilvinossagIn kiilkereskedelmi szerzddageket 48 vizag.liik feliil
a tepvgazdns won alopuld macyar gr-2dasigl dletet,

?.2 Tel Jes ipari munkissiy nzonnull normarendezeft n létmini-
mum me zillapitisa alcpdin és a mink'e autondémia, beveze tisdt az Uzene k-
be,

8./ A beszolgiltatisi rencozer felilvizazil.eat &8 uz eg énilcg

dolgozd perassteig timoptis it, i

- 9./ Az bsszes politiksl és srzdasspl PETEk feliilvizs 4. l.84¢,
az artatlonul elitélt politikai resljok részdire 2 tel jes amnesztiat,
111, = hatranyba keriiltek rehabi lit-lupit,

lo./ Lexyen nyilvdnos tirgjalie Farkes Mihaily fig. ében ¢és Rikosi
szerepsnek kivizegil.eat, vo lamint az OTosz0rsz whan igazsighc lonul
elit 61t és otthartott megyarok hasshom @alit.

11./ A néptdl idegen cimer nelyelt a nézs Kossuth cimer vissza-
4llit.sit, o ma.reius 15-6t és okt 6ber G6=:t nrilvinitoik nemzeti iinne ppé
és munks oziine tté, UJ egyenruhit honvédadiinknelk,

12,/ Teljes vélemény és o] tosme badsdy megvaldsitaisd, raaiét is,
és ennck veret&ben kilon napdlapob az ul LAFHSZ Sservezetnek., A régl
kiderenyay nyilvinossigra hozatalat ‘8 eltdrliedt,

13,/ A zsarnoksig és az Gnkény jelkdpst,n Satélin szobrot azons-
nol tivolitsdk el

14,/ Egymisért teljes szolidarit let willalunk.

Az egyetemi if jus iy egyhangu lelkepedéggel nyilvinitotta ki szo-
lidaritieit a varsél munkisokkal s ifjue igel, o lengvel fliggetlensé-
i mozamlommal.

Az EpitBipnri 48 Koalekedési Miszaki
Rayetem

Hagyayilise. 1956. oktébex 22,
MEFESE o

The Manifesto of EKME Budapest, 22 October 1956
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hajnalin,
Az épitész- és mérndkhallgatik alibbi
felhivisa orszigunk sorsdints kérdései-

vel

Jele annak, hogy ar ifjisig teljes tisz-
tuldst kbvetel

- Hatdrozott, gyors t

Az Epitsipari Egyetem ifidséginek nak

A gyors, de meglontolt tettek ideje el-  Jgnva

érkezett.
Ezért fontosnak

seit és siirgisen

Az ifjiisdg szdmos, 6t érinid kérdéshen
tijikozatlan. Ezért szocialista fejlodé-
slinkért aggédva tor fel bélole a vigy és
siirgeti a kérdések megoldisat.

Az éjszakiba nyils tirgyalison elemi
erovel sziileiett meg a felhivis, amit a
nagygyilés hatirozata alapjin jelente-

tilnk meg.
A 2

HATAROZAT

alakitottuk az EpitGipari d¢s
K& N

MEFESZ szervezetGt, A szer-
vezethez a Miegyetem, Kerté-
sreti Fdiskola jelenlevd hall.
gatol s csatlakoztak.

Az 0 MEFESZ szervezet
feladata lesz a silyos politikal
kérdésekben a didksfig dHds-
foglalisdt hatdrozattd nyilvi-
nitanl, ¢ az egyetemi ifjlsdg
jelenleg megoldatlan  problé-
miit  (honvédelmi = oktaths.
menza, didkotthon, vasiti ked-
vezmény, szabad vizsga, kiil=
foldi Gt egyénileg is) lehetdve
tenni.

A MEFESZ szervezetet az

hogy orszigunk
vezetdi megvizsgaljak az ifjasag kovetelé-
diintsenek,

Vitatkozzunk tovibb arrdl, mi helyes,
mire nincs szilkség, mit kell tenniink a
hlm;nép,nmﬁnlimu!m&dau-

mus iigyéért. |
A mvedélyu} vitdk természetesen kii-
L "y

Mi helyes,

lasziott G partvezetdségek 4l-
tal az 4j Kiézponti Vezetdség
megalakitisa,
2. A kormany alakuljon &t
Nagy Imre elviirs vezetésével
3. Gazdasdgilag és politikal-

AT
L, is felszinre

mi nem helyes?

Vitassuk meg!

S a helyes kivetelések élére alljon a
part, vezessék a harcot a kommusistik!

T. Beszolgiltatés! rendszer
felliivizegalasit és az egyeéni-
leg dolgozd paraszisdg tdmo-
gatisdt,

8. Az Bsszes politikai és gaz-
dagigi perek  felllvizegdldsit,

lag teljesen egy ala-
pon és egymis  belligyeibe
vald be nem avatkozds elwén
a6 magyar—szovijet ¢és ma-
Eyar—jugoszldv bardtsig meg-
alakitisa. Az Oeszes szoviet

Magyarorszagral
i Sdde ok
&r

4  magyar

a ikai foglyok részére tel-
jes amneszbiit, az drtatlanul
elitéitel, fil. hitrinyos hely-
#etbe keriiltek rehabilitdlisat.
Legyen nyilvinos Farkas Mi-

9. A néptol idegen cimer he-
Iyett a régi Kossuth-cimer

4. Altalénos, egyenld, titkos
vélasztésokat, tibb part részvé

sllitasgt:  mireh 15-6t
65 oktober 6-dt nyilvinitssk
alialinos nemzetl {inneppé és

telével, Gj dlési kep-
viseldk wvalasztésdival.

5. A magyar gazdasdgl élet
dtszervezésit, szakemberck be-

V weti nappé.

10. Teljes vélemény és sajto-
szabadshg megvaldsitdsdt (ra- i
dift ts}) és enmek Keretében |
Kkillén il az 4 ME-|

egyetem ifjisig sp #¥i-
lésen 4—5 ezer 15 jelenlété-

és ennek
a magvar urdnére leggazdasd-
gosabb felh lisdt, Hozzdk

ben, ecgybangoan  alakitott
meg.

Az egyelem ifjisdga a ko~
vetkezd pontokban foglalta

nyilva ¥ a kil .
delmi szerzbdéseket és viesgal-
ik feliil a tervgazdasdgon ala-
puld magyar gazdasigl életet.

FESZ szervezemek. a régl ké- |
deranyag nyllvinossdgra hoza-
talat s megsemmisitését.

Az egyetemi ifjishg egyhan-
@i lelkesedéssel nyilvdnitotta

ssze politikal kiveteléseit: B A telies tpari K sat n varsol mun- |
1. Az MDP Kiizponti Veze- grnnngly & bs g lasokkal és fiatalss 'akfn-;
tosége 1 munk4as autonémia b &t Evel 4 fige |
az idokizben alulrél megvds oo Gaemekben. : i
i

The manifesto of “Miiegyetem MEFESZ” published on the cover page of the 23 October issue
of the J6v6 Mérndke [Engineer of the Future], the newspaper of Miiegyetem (Budapest)
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The founders of AHUCS told us during our interviews™ that at the beginning, in the first
weeks of October 1956, the initiators (Kiss and Lejtényi) referred to the organisation they want-
ed to found as “student association” during their smaller or bigger conversations with students.
The documents of the time (documents of the general assemblies held at Hungarian universities
between 21 and 23 October) and later recollections show a very polarised picture of the name
of the organisation, with the terms “Alliance” (Egyesiiletek in Hungarian, so Alliance of Hun-
garian University and College Associations) or “Unified” (Egységes in Hungarian, so Unified
Organisation of Hungarian University and College Students) sometimes appearing as a way of
resolving the meaning of the second “e” (MEFeSZ).

This could be due to the exchange of information between the earlier and the 1956 gener-
ations of students (older brothers and sisters, etc.), and the fact that there were older students
among the youth studying at the universities in 1956 (e.g. Tivadar Putnik” or Jozsef Kovats™
in Szeged), who had a vivid picture of the earlier Alliance of Hungarian University and College
Associations (1945-1948), or Unified Organisation of Hungarian University and College Stu-
dents (1948—-1950). However, among the mentor teachers and role models of the students, there
were also some who, as university students or young teachers (e.g. Laszlo Péter in Szeged),
were active participants in MEFESZ, (AHUCA), which was born in 1945. We can assume that
there were some who may have considered this organisation to be a re-establishment of the
former AHUCA. There may also have been members of the press who saw AHUCA as being
reborn (because of the similarity of the acronym).

However, based on our interviews, we can say that the initiators and leaders of AHUCS
(MEFESZ,) did not associate the word “unified” or “united” with the name of the nascent organ-
isation. During our interview, Tamas Kiss clearly refuted that they would have been planning a
“single” or “uniform” organisation.

It can be ruled out that they would have formed a union of associations because the founders
in Szeged in 1956 created a civil association based on individual members joining voluntarily,
not an umbrella organisation.

The issue of the inserted “e” sound to ease pronunciation has important symbolic value for
sociology or history research. In our case, it is not “The thickness of a hair divides the two”"".
As we have seen earlier, AHUCA (MEFESZ ), founded in 1945, was an umbrella organisation
of higher education associations, and the name change in 1948, which changed the official name
to the Unified Organisation of Hungarian University and College Students (MEFESZ,), leaving
the acronym, was intended to give a foothold to the Stalinist unified (uniform) youth organisa-
tion, the Union of Working Youth (DISZ).

However, the period of the creation of this “unified” MEFESZ from December 1956 to Feb-
ruary 1957 [please note that we are talking about a name change again!], which in fact meant
the internal transformation of the revolutionary AHUCS (MEFESZ,), fits well into the process
and logic of the Kadar takeover.
™ JANCsAK 2016b.
> For more details see Miklos 2017.

" For more details see BALINT 2004.

7 Imre Madach: The Tragedy of (Man Scene 7) ”Whatever seems ridiculous to others. / The thickness of a hair divides
the two - / Only some inner voice can judge between them, / And this close magistrate is sympathy / Which sanctifies
or murders with its mockery.” http://mek.oszk.hu/00900/00918/html/madach7.htm (2021.10.17.)
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In the first months of 1957, the former initiators and founding fathers of AHUCS (MEF-
ESZ,) were already in emigration (among the people of Szeged Vilmos Acs, Janos Ambrus,
Ivan Csete, Gyorgy Halasz, Karoly Hamori, Attila Kadar, Andras Lejtényi, Tivadar Putnik, Toth
Adorjan, Veté Miklolos, Vezényi Pal, or, for example, Alpar Bujdosé from Sopron and students
from the Technological University (Béla Liptdk, Gyula Varallyai) or were in hiding (Tamas
Kiss) or had not yet been identified by the police (Janos Aszalos).

Meanwhile, the Association of Hungarian University and College Students underwent
a change in image and preferred social values led by the Communist Party (the Hungarian So-
cialist Workers’ Party, MSZMP7®).

On 14 February and 16, 1957, the new secretariat of the association (by then the name
had been changed to the Unified Association of Hungarian University and College Students,
AHUCS, MEFESZ)) published a statement in which it expressed that “The existence and ac-
tivity of the class enemy requires the realisation of proletarian dictatorship in the realisation
of socialism, but at the same time the working masses must be given a share in the exercise of
power through democratic organisations. The leading force of the working masses, bearers, and
developers of Marxism-Leninism in our country is the revolutionary party of the working class.
Therefore, we recognise the leading role of the Marxist-Leninist party of the working class, the
MSZMP, in the building of socialism.”” In the same document, it was also stated that “we do
not consider it right [ ...] that MEFESZ is an organisation independent of party and government.
This declaration of independence has given and may give rise to certain harmful oppositional
attitudes [...] Membership of MEFESZ is open to those university and college students and
young academics who accept the present declaration of the Secretariat and wish to work in its
spirit”%,

On 11 April 1957, the National Secretariat of AHUCS (MEFESZ,) announced that it would
stop the recruiting activities of MEFESZ and would seek to dissolve the organisation this se-
mester, and expressed its joy that “the MSZMP Provisional Central Committee in its February
and March resolutions had concluded that the forces loyal to socialism had triumphed over the
forces of counter-revolution in youth organisations '

In the months of March and April 1957, the same thing happened as in the years 1945-49
when youth organisations were destroyed. In accordance with the communist tactics that were
then being used again, MEFESZ, was occupied by trusted people and thus came under the
direct control of the communist party (Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party, Magyar Szocialista
Munkéspart, MSZMP)®2, which was then merged in April into the new mass youth organisation,

8 The Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party (MSZMP) was founded on 31 October 1956 after the dissolution of the
Hungarian Workers’ Party. The party operated under the leadership of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The
MSZMP exercised power in Hungary as a state party under the one-party system between the suppression of the 1956
revolution and October 1989.

" Published by SzEKELYHIDI 2011. 45.
8 Tbid
81 Ibid 51.

82 In Szeged ”In January or February, communist youths took over the leadership. Imre Pésztor, Jozsef Zsur6 and a few
others, and the development took the right direction.” Top Secret Classified Memorandum to the Political Investiga-
tion Department dated 8 June 1957. ABTL 0-12770
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the Hungarian Communist Youth League (Magyar Kommunista Ifjusagi Szovetség, KISZ)®,
which was founded on 21 March.

MEFESZ organisations
the names  |the time of | The name of the orga- | The abbrevi- | The name of the | The abbrevi-
of the orga- | existence nization in Hungarian | ated name of | organization in ated name of
nizations in the orga- English the orga-
chronologi- nization in nization in
cal order Hungarian English
MEFESZ, 1945-1948 | Magyar Egyetemi és | MEFESZ Alliance of Hun- | AHUCA
Féiskolai Egyesiiletek garian University
Szovetsége and College
Associations
MEFESZ, |1948-1950 |Magyar Egyetemi¢s | MEFESZ Unified Organiza- | UOHUCS
Foiskolai Hallgatok tion of Hungarian
Egységes Szervezete University and
College Students
MEFESZ, |1956-1957 |Magyar Egyetemistak | MEFSZ* Association of AHUCS
¢és Foiskolasok MEFESZ** | Hungarian Univer-
Szovetsége sity and College
Students
MEFESZ, |1957 Spring | Magyar Egyetemistdk | MEFESZ Unified Associa- | UAHUCS
¢és Foiskolasok tion of Hungarian
Egységes Szovetsége University and
College Students

*17. October 1956. Proclamation of AHUCS (signature: MEFSZ)

** The second “e” character designated an inserted phoneme ([e]) to ease the pronunciation of
the word MEFESZ

SUMMARY

The Spark of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution (AHUCS, MEFESZ,) was a new grassroots initi-
ative. It was founded on 16 October 1956 at the University of Szeged.

The 1956 organisation was not an umbrella organisation for student associations (like AHU-
CA, MEFESZ , which was founded in 1945 and abbreviated by the same acronym).

The founders of AHUCS (MEFESZ,) in 1956 were deliberate in not seeking to become the
sole, unified organisation of university youth. This was due to disappointment with the previous
unified organisation (UWY, DISZ).

According to the organisational rules, adopted on 20 October 1956, membership was based
on a personal decision to join. The organisation defined itself as a representative body of higher

8 The Hungarian Communist Youth League (KISZ) was under the control of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party
(MSZMP) and operated as a youth organisation of the MSZMP between 1957 and 1989.
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education students, i.e. a student’s self-government. AHUCS was founded on democratic prin-
ciples, autonomy, and subsidiarity in its aims, program, and mission. This commitment to dem-
ocratic social values was reflected in both organisational rules and political demands.

The political demands of 20 October became the demands of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.
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BEVEZETES

»lde minden rangu ember és mindkét nem eljohet...«' Saly Noémi 2004-ben, a Budapesti Ne-
gyed folyoirat hasabjain megjelent tanulmanyanak cime pontosan tiikr6zi a 19. szdzadi kavéhaz-
latogatd kozonség Osszetételét. De mit is jelentett a kdvéhaz az Gjkori magyar polgdrok szama-
ra? A 19. szazadban voltaképpen a kavéhaz alapfeladatan til egy masik igen fontos szerepkort
is betoltott. Itt talalkozott ugyanis egymassal tarsadalom szine-java. A kavéhazak enteridrjében
ebben az idében keveredett az otthoni terek bensséges hangulata a mindenki szamara nyilt utca
¢lettel teli hangulataval. A varos szerkezetét tekintve a kavéhazak a varoskapuknal, piactereken
vagy a hidféknél helyezkedtek el.

A pesti kavéhaz két és fél évszazadon keresztill az egyik legfontosabb szintere a kotetlen
tarsasagi beszélgetéseknek, a sokféle kdzos jatéknak és egyéb szorakozasnak, de megfordultak
itt az tizleti élet kulcsszerepldi, a helyi és az orszagos politikai élet sz0sz0161, valamint a sajtd
vagy az irodalmi és kulturalis szellemi élet legfontosabb képviseldi. A kavéhazak asztalainal
igy hamarosan megindult a Saly Noémi altal csak ,,szakosodasként™ jellemzett folyamat. Ha-
sonldan a tobbi foglalkozas képviseldihez, az irodalmi €s politikai élet legjelesebb képviseldi is
asztaltarsasagokba tomoriiltek.>

A reformkori asztaltarsasagok koziil mindmaig a Pilvaxban felallitott Kdzvélemény asztala
a legismertebb. Az asztalnal helyet foglalo ifjak vivtak ki 1848-ban az orszag szamara az dhitott

! TRENCSENYI WALDAPFEL 1944, 26., idézi: SaLy 2004. 39.
2 Sary 2004. 39.

3 KONRADYNE GALOS 1975a. 38.
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onrendelkezési jogot. Ugyanezeknél az asztaloknal talalkoztak egymassal naponta a févarosi ér-
telmiség legjelesebb tagjai és ezeken a helyeken sziilettek meg azok az irodalmi miivek is, ame-
lyek jelent6s hatas gyakoroltak nem csak a 19-20. szazad, hanem napjaink irodalmi életére is.

1. IRODALOM ES POLITIKA AZ 1830-As ES 1840-ES EVEKBEN
1.1. A Csiga vendéglo és kavéhaz

A magyar irdk a kiilonb6z6 irodalmi szalonok és kavéhazak megnyitasa el6tt igen valtozo kor-
nyezetben voltak kénytelenek alkotni. Az 1800-as évek elsé tarsasagalakito kisérlete Karman
Jozsef 1794-ben alakult Urania kdre volt, ami azonban sajnos hamar feloszlott. Az alapvetden
ekkor még németajki varos irodalmi életében eldszor 1822-ben torténik valtozas, amikor Kis-
faludy Karoly megjelenteti az Aurora cimii évkonyvet. Korai halalat kovetden a pesti irodalmi
¢let iranyitasa, az évkonyv korabbi szerzdje, Vorosmarty Mihaly kezébe keriilt.*

Az irodalmi és kulturalis élet kozpontjai lassanként a fovarosi kavéhazak és vendéglok let-
tek. A szerelmi csalddasat kovetden 1837-ben Pestre érkezé Vordsmarty, majdnem minden este
eljart vacsorazni és beszélgetni ir6 és szinészbaratai tarsasagaban — notaztak, irodalmi vitakat
folytattak és verseket irtak a fehér abrosz mellett. Legkedveltebb torzshelyiik a Sebestyén tér
sarkan all6 Csiga vendéglo volt, amely egyben kédvéhazként is miikodott.

A tarsasag tagjai 1838-t6] kezd6édden rendszeresen talalkoztak tdrzshelyiikon. Az alapito
tagok kozott talaljuk Egressy Gabort, Lendvay Martont, Szentpéteri Zsigmondot és Megyeri
Karolyt. Asztalukhoz mind tobb — a nemzeti miiveltséget szivén viseld — gondolkodd csatlako-
zott, kozilik keriiltek ki az 1840-es években a Nemzeti Kor alapito tagjai is. A frissen alakult
irodalmi korhoz az arisztokrata €s a polgari tarsadalom tagjai egyarant csatlakoztak. Idédnként
megjelentek az asztalnal kétkezi munkasok (pl. asztalosok, gépészek) is. Az asztalnal mindig
garantalt volt a jo hangulat, Egressy szavalataival, Lendvay noétéival igyekezett vidamsagot
csempészni az esti dsszejovetelekbe, Megyeri pedig anekdotakkal szorakoztatta a betévedt ko-
zonséget. Szigligeti Ede igy jellemezte az anckdotaesteket: »Megyeri ezeket nem elmondta,
hanem eldadta. Ez tokéletes szinieloadds volt, diszitmény, costume és dlcza nélkiil. Ugyana-
zon anekdotaban néha két-hdarom kiilonvalt egyént latott és hallott az ember. Némely anekdotat
elmondott otvenedikszer is, s hallgatoi mindannyiszor oldalnyillallast kaptak a kacagas mi-
att.« Irotarsai sikereit litva Vorosmarty tobb izben elséként a Csiga vendégei el6tt mutatta be
legfrissebb kolteményeit és szivesen énekelt is hallgatosaganak. A korabeli visszaemlékezések
tanusaga szerint leggyakrabban a Hazdm, hazdam, édes hazam kezdetti dalt lehetett t6le hallani.

Az egyre nagyobb érdeklddés eredményeképp a Vordsmarty altal vezetett kor , kindtte” régi
helyét, tagjai ezért felkoltoztek a vendéglé fels6 emeletére és ,,részvényes tarsasagként™® foly-
tattak miikodésiiket. Eleinte azonban, a vendéglé latogatdiban csalddast keltett a viselkedésiik.
Ahelyett, hogy irodalmi vagy tudomanyos vitakba kezdtek volna, az els6 id6kben foként szivar-
gyartasrol, pezsgbkészitésrol és a Dobrentei Gabor hazaban felszolgalt toltott kaposztarol esett

4 Az irodalmi szalonokr6l 1d. SALY 2004. 39.
5 Vorosmarty irodalmi tarsasagarol 1d. KONRADYNE GALOs 1975a 38-39.
® FABrI 1987. 680-681.
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a legtobb sz6. Degré Alajos visszaemlékezéseiben Kuthy Lajost is megemliti, aki gyomorpana-
szainak természetével és az aznap fogyasztott ebédje elemeinek bemutatasaval szorakoztatta a
nagyérdemiit. A tarsasag miikodésének késdbbi szakaszaban a szérakozas mellett az asztalnal
Osszegyilt értelmiségick tagjai itt véleményezték a legujabb hazai és kiilfoldi szépirodalmi mii-
veket és gyakran folytattak itt dramaturgiai vitakat is. A megjelent szinészek a szinpadi hatés
eszkozrendszerét és fontossagat is igyekeztek megismertetni a tobbiekkel, ugyanakkor 6k is
szamos tanacsot kaptak az iroktol arra vonatkozodlag, hogyan hasznaljak legszebben a magyar
nyelv kifejezéseit szinészi eléadasaik alkalmaval. Vorosmarty rendszeresen kozolt dramai bi-
ralatokat, 6 és Bajza Jozsef arra biztattak a szinészeket, hogy vessék fel egy magyar nyelvii
prézai szinhaz megnyitasanak tervét. Egressy Gabor visszaemlékezéseiben részletesen elmeséli
a kozdsen toltott estéket. Beszamoldja szerint a Csigdban folytatott beszélgetések utan tobb-
szOr sétara indultak egymads tarsasagaban és racsodalkoztak a fejlodé Pest ujonnan elkésziilt
épiileteire.’

A vidam kozos beszélgetések mellett Vordsmarty gondot fordit arra, hogy partfogolja a fi-
atalabb iroi nemzedék tehetséges tagjait. Az ifjak &szinte csodalattal tekintenek mentorukra.
Jokai emlékezéseiben igy irt Vorosmartyrol: »Az egész nemzet, a miivelt vilag iinnepli és dicso-
iti Vorosmartyt, mint halhatatlan koltéjét a magyar Olympnak: - én szellemi apamat, bolygo
utam vezérld holdvilagat érizem & benne hdlds emlékezetemben.«® 1840-ben a tarsasag hatosagi
engedélyért folyamodott annak érdekében, hogy Irodalmi Kor néven folytathassak megkezdett
munkajukat. Arrdl azonban nem maradt feljegyzés, hogy megkaptak-e a kért engedélyt.

Voltak azonban, akik nem nézték jo6 szemmel a Csiga-beli dsszejoveteleket, am az asztal-
tarsasag tagjai minden alkalommal védelmiikbe vették az itt id6z6 koltdket. Gyulai Pal visz-
szaemlékezéseiben a kdvetkezbképpen nyilatkozik a vendéglében folyo barati taldlkozokrol:
»Jo helyt volt Vorosmarty a Csiga vendégloben, s mulatsagos ordi is hasznot drasztottak.«’
A tarsasagi vitak azonban idével tulnyultak a magyar irodalmi élet kérdésein. Az asztal koriil
gyltilekezdk mindinkabb hangot adtak abbeli reményiiknek, hogy Osszejoveteleik segitségével
valtozast idézzenek el6 a nemzet sorsaban is.

A korabban irodalmi kor igy lassanként politikai szervez6déssé alakult. Az 0j szervezddés
1843-ben Nemzeti Kor néven vonult be a torténelmi koztudatba. A politikai élet képviseldi egy-
re nagyobb szdmban képviseltették magukat az irdi és miivészi élet nagyjai kozott, 1844-ben a
tarsulas mar kétszazotven tagot szamlal. A tarsadalom minden rétege képviselteti magat koztiik,
de felbukkan soraikban négy magnas is, Josika Miklos, E6tvos Jozsef, Teleki Laszl6 és Raday
Gedeon személyében. Tagjai szdmanak ugrasszeri megndvekedése miatt a Nemzeti Kor végleg
talnd a Csiga vendéglon, igy tevékenységét a Heinrich-hazban folytatja. 1845-ben aztan az
addig Osszetarto tarsasag kétfelé szakad: a Raday Gedeon altal vezetett Pesti Korre és a Teleki
Laszl6 elnokletével miikodé Nemzeti Korre. Egy év mulva a két szervezet Ellenzéki Kor néven
egyesiil Gjra. Tagtarsai kozott ekkor szerepel els6ként Pet6fi Sandor. A tarsasag elndkségi tisztjét
Teleki Laszl6 és Vorosmarty Mihaly k6zosen toltik be. !

7 KONRADYNE 1975a. 39.
8 Vorosmarty Csiga vendéglé-beli tevékenységérél 1d. FABRI 1987. 682.
® A Csiga-beli irodalmi kor negativ fogadtatasarol 1d. KONRADYNE GALOs 1964a. 5.

10 FABRI 1987. 684, 686.
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Az Ellenzéki Kor els6dleges célja volt, hogy a tdimogassa a magyar nemzet haladasat elése-
gitd reformokkal kapcsolatos targyalasokat. A reformok kozott kiemelt figyelmet szentelnek a
Magyarorszag és a tobbi tartomany kozotti vamkeérdés tisztazasanak. Ehhez kapcsoloddan Kos-
suth Lajos felveti a vamtarifa kérdését. A vonatkozo statisztikak elkészitését az ismert statisz-
tikusra, Fényes Elekre bizzdk. Emellett elhataroztak azt is, hogy az orszaggytlés elé terjesztik
a kiralyi varosok szavazati joganak kérdését, valamint kdvetelik sajat alkotmany bevezetését, a
magyar nyelv kérdésének napirendre tiizését, a kozigazgatasi rendszer helyzetének tisztazasat, a
cenzura eltorlését, Magyarorszag és Erdély egyesitését, illetve a vallasszabadsagot.'!

1847-ben az Ellenzéki Kor meginditja elsé zsebkonyvét Ellendr cimmel. A cenzlra miatt
a kiadvany végiil Lipcsében jelenik meg, akarcsak az ugyanebben az évben a tarsasag altal
inditott Magyar Szozatok cim{i, Hamburgban megjelent kétet, melynek f6 kiildetése volt, hogy
megjelentesse az ellenzék politikai nézeteit bemutat6 irasokat. Itt jelentek meg Kossuth Lajos
politikai irasai, Irinyi Jozsefnek a sajtotorvény reformjardl szolo értekezése, valamint azok a
versek, amelyeket a szigora cenzori eljaras miatt nem lehetett megjelentetni.'

A marciusi forradalom idején a Nemzeti Kor tagjait ujra a Csiga vendéglébe vezették az
események. Az épiilet ablakait kivilagitva iinnepelték a forradalom sikerét, azonban a vilagosi
fegyverletételt kovetéen a bécsi kormanyzat megvonta a miikodést mindazoktdl a helyektol,
amelyek barmilyen mddon részt vettek a forradalmi eseményekben. Végiil ez a rendelkezés
okozta a Csiga végzetét is.!

1. 2. Egyéb fovarosi asztaltarsasagok az 1840-es években

Az 1840-es évek fiatal iroi nemzedékének tevékenysége liditéen hatott a févaros kavéhazi éle-
tének mindennapjaira. A Pilvax kdvéhaz mar a korai id6kt6l fogva vonzotta a nemzeti miivelt-
séget partfogolo fiatal ir6i nemzedék tagjait. 1844-ben, a Csiga vendégld mellett ez volt a masik
torzshelye a marciusi forradalom egyik nagy vezéregyéniségének, Petdfi Sandornak, de megfor-
dult itt Lisznyay Kéalman, Palffy Albert, Varady Antal, Kerényi Frigyes, Tompa Mihdaly, Vajda
Janos, Bérczy Karoly, Obernyik Karoly és itt toltotte legtobb szabadidejét Pakh Albert is.'

A fiatalok — a szépirodalom széles korii megismertetésére tett — irodalmi torekvéseit azon-
ban — a Csiga-beli tarsulashoz hasonléan — itt sem mindenki fogadta kitord lelkesedéssel. Az
un. ,,szalonkoltészet” képviseldi, mint pl. a Honderii, nem akartak beletorédni az 0j vetélytarsak
megjelenésébe, akiket gunyos felhanggal csak a német Junges Deutschland mintdjara Jeune
Hongrie, azaz Ifju Magyarorszag néven emlegettek. A Pesti Divatlap igy nyilatkozott aszta-
lukrdl: ez a lapok itéloszéke... itt szivarozzak ki hazank Lessingjei a megjelent dolgokra az
anathemat vagy a magasztalast”."

A haza haladasaért és a nemzeti miiveltség megteremtéséért munkalkodd miivészek és irok
még ebben az évben megalakitottak a Pilvax hires asztalat, amelyet Kozvélemény asztalanak
kereszteltek. Itt alakult meg a kavéhaz els6 irodalmi kore is, Kazinczy Gabor elndkletével. Az

" BARTFAI SzABO 1930. 9-10.

12 FABRI 1987. 686-687.

13 KONRADYNE GALOS 1964a. 5.
4 KONRADYNE GALOS 1975b 37.
15 KONRADYNE GALOS 1975b. 38.
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asztal koriil minden este pezsgo élet folyt. A fiatalok jol érezték magukat egymas tarsasagaban,
emellett szakmai vitakat is folytattak. Elédjeik hirnevére soha nem &hitoztak, sokkal inkabb ta-
nulni kivantak téliik. Ugyanakkor szellemiségiikkel 6k is hatottak a kor legnagyobb irdira, akik
orommel figyelték a Kazinczy mellett megjelend Erdélyi Janos, Szigligeti Ede, Kuthy Lajos
vagy Dobrosi Istvan tevékenységét.'®

Az ir61 mozgalom tagjai azonban nem elégedtek meg azzal, hogy kiilonboz6 irodalmi la-
pokban jelentessék meg irdsaikat. Kazinczy Gabor és kore ekkor egy sajat irodalmi lap mega-
lapitasanak terveit dédelgette magaban, amelyet Literaturai taborozasok cimmel kivantak meg-
jelentetni. Masfél évvel az els6 tervek megjelenése utan mar készen all az els6 folyoiratszam
teljes anyaga, amelyet végiil Népbardt cimen harangoznak be az Athenaeum hasédbjain. A lap
szerkesztésében tobb, mint 6tven fiatal irodalmar vesz részt, azonban Csatd Pal Hirnékben meg-
jelent reflexidi az i lap kapcsan félelmet keltettek a cenzori hivatalban, igy a lap megjelentetése
kudarcba fulladt. A meghitsult lapinditasi kisérlet miatt Kazinczy végiil visszavonul az irodalmi
¢lettdl, tobb tarsa azonban folytatja a megkezdett munkat.'”

A fiatalok friss ereje a korabban a Csigaban id6z6 szinésznemzedéket is a Pilvaxba csalogat-
ta. Eliikon Egressy Gaborral gyakran ellatogattak ide a Nemzeti Szinhaz szinészei is, hogy meg-
hallgathasséak az 101j ir6i nemzedék irodalmi eszmecseréit. Az asztal koriil esténkét felolvasasok
zajlottak, bemutatasra kertiltek itt a legijabb irodalmi novellak, kritikak és a legfrissebb kiilfo1di
irodalom magyar nyelvre forditott valtozatai is, mint pl. Petdfinek az 1840-es években késziilt
Robin Hood-forditasa. Ez utobbi miivek alkalmat adtak az ir6k szamara arra is, hogy a nemzeti
eszmények és irodalmi miifajok mellett a magyar nyelvvel kapcsolatos vitdkat is folytassanak'®

A fiatalokat azonban az irodalmi vitak mellett egyre inkabb foglalkoztattak a nemzet sorsa-
val kapcsolatos hazafias gondolatok is. A Pilvaxban éledez6 forradalmi hangulat természetesen
nem keriilte el a bécsi kormanyzat figyelmét sem. A kavéhaz beépitett kémei 1846-ban egy-
re-masra kiildték a jelentéseket a csdszari udvarba az orszagban uralkodo6 forradalmi hangulat-
rol. Az egyik 1846. janudr 19-én késziilt jelentés szerint négy vagy ot fiatal értelmiségi Beisitzer
(Téblabirak) név alatt szitottdk az indulatokat a bécsi kormanyzat ellen.!” Ferdinand csaszar
sajat keziileg irt levélben figyelmeztette a Pesten tartozkodo orszagbirot, grof Majlath Gyorgyot
a veszélyre és felszolitja, hogy vessen véget a kavéhazban torténd gyiilekezéseknek. Kiilonds
figyelem 6vezi a bécsi renddrkémek jelentéseiben szerepld Petdfit is, akirdl igy irnak: »4 Pilvax
kavéhaz elvadult ifjai kozt Petdfi kiilonds figyelmet érdemel, marcsak a politikai versek és cikkek
iranti hajlama miatt is, amelyeket cimbordi kozt felolvas.?’«

A fiatalok tevékenységét ellenzo értelmiségiek megalakitjak az Ifji Magyarorszaggal szem-
ben allo tarsulast, amit Gytilde névre keresztelnek. Azonban hidbavalonak bizonyul minden
erdfeszités, a Gytilde nem tudott szert tenni olyan erés tamogatasra, mint ellenfele.

Az ellenzéki-nemesi politika ekdzben beszivarog a tarsas élet mindennapjaiba is. Az iroi
nemzedék tarsas élete azonban élesen kiilonbozik mas tarsadalmi csoportok Osszejoveteleitdl.
Az § taldlkozoikon hangsulyos szerepet kap az Gjdonsagok megismerése iranti vagy, amely

16 KONRADYNE GALOS 1964b. 4.
17" FABRI 1987. 583.

18 KONRADYNE GALOS 1975b. 38.
19 TABORI 1921. 65.

20 KONRADYNE GALOS 1964b. 5.
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Osszekapesolodik az 6nrendelkezési jog kivivasanak kérdésével.?! Az erre iranyuld torekvések
egyik sajatos hozadékaként az Ifji Magyarorszag korébdl 1846-ban kivalik tiz tehetséges ma-
gyar ir6, akik Pet6fi elnokletével Tizek Tarsasaga néven kivantak tovabb mitkddni. Szandékaik
szerint egy évig nem oOhajtottak egyiittmiikddni a kor szépirodalmi lapjaival. A tarsasag tagjai
koz¢ tartozott Petéfi Sandor mellett Palffy Albert, Degré Alajos, Obernyik Karoly, Pakh Albert,
Bérczy Kalman, Kerényi Frigyes, Lisznyay Kalman, Tompa Mihaly és Jokai Mér.2

A Tizek — elddeikhez hasonldan — sajat lapot kivantak inditani, amit Pesti Fiizetek cimen
szerettek volna a nagykdzonség elé terjeszteni. A kormanyzat és a cenzori hivatal azonban jol
ismerte az irok kormanyellenes politikai nézeteit, ezért egy ujabb kisérlettdl tartva, a folyodirat
megjelentetésére nem adtak engedélyt.”® Az irok szamara ezért kivalo lehet8séget jelentett Fran-
kenburg Adolf — az Eletképek 1845-ben kinevezett foszerkesztéjének — megkeresése, aki allast
ajanlott lapjanal a fiataloknak.?*

A szigort cenzlranak kdszonhetéen ebben az id6szakban a magyar szépirodalom jeles kép-
visel6i harom divatlap szerkesztdsége kozott oszlottak meg. Frankenburg lapja egyik 6 célja-
nak tehat elsésorban azt tekintette, hogy a szépirodalom megjelentetése szamara egy olyan lapot
biztositson, amelyben minden szellemi és politikai iranyzat megfér egymas mellett. A magyar
kozvélemény ugyanakkor — politikai nézeteit tekintve - er6sen megosztott volt, ezért az egy-
ségesités tervét el kellett halasztani. Azonban ez 1d6 alatt sem keriilte el figyelmét a Pilvaxban
szervez6d6 Tizek Tarsasaganak tevékenysége.”

Az Eletképek szerkesztéségének tagjai igen elcsodalkoztak Petofi és tarsainak kozleménye
lattan. Az irok tervét égbdl pottyant, nevetséges Otletnek tartottak. Frankenburg — maga is ird
lévén — tudta jol, hogy a fiatalok ezen 1épése komolyan hatraltathatja a szépirodalom széleskort
elterjesztésére tett kisérleteket az olvasok kdrében. Ezért néhany honappal a kivalast kdvetden
levelet intézett a Pilvaxban id6z6 irdi tarsasag tagjaihoz, amelyben ugyan 6romét fejezi ki az
irdnt, hogy a tarsasag tagjai 6nallo, eddig megjelent miiveikkel kivanjdk szinesiteni a magyar
irodalom palettdjat. Ugyanakkor a sajat folyoirat — almanach — inditdsa ellen komolyan tilta-
kozott. Mint irja: ,, Az Almanach-literatura sokkal kisszeriibb, sokkal sziikebb korre szoritott,
minthogy jol ismert nevekkel biro tehetségek magukat ennek korlatai kozé temessék. %

Frankenburgot az is igen komolyan aggasztotta, hogy amig e tiz tehetséges magyar ird
kivonult a szépirodalmi korokbol, helyiiket kozépszerli irok foglaltak el, akik véleménye
szerint komoly konkurenciat jelenthettek volna a feltorekvd irodalmaroknak. Mint levelé-
ben irja: ,, Veterdn iroink nagyobb része — hdla nekik és elismerés az eddigi kiizdelmeikért
— most mar 6romestebb élvezi nyugalmat, vagy az élet nehezebb faradalmaival harczol,; 6nék
azok, kiknek most, ha valaha, kell egyesiilt erével follépniok a sikra, hogy azon — ismerve
az iranyt, mit honfinak és becsiiletes embernek kovetni kell az igazsag és honérzet diadalat
kivivni segitsék.

2l FABRI 1987. 695.

2 KONRADYNE GALOS 1975b. 38.
3 NAGy 1975. 503.

24 FRANKENBURG 1898. 56.

2> FRANKENBURG 1898. 57.

26 FRANKENBURG 1898. 58-59.

27 FRANKENBURG 1898. 59.
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E felszolito levélre érkezett valaszukban a fiatalok megkdszonték Frankenburg észrevéte-
leit, ugyanakkor az asztaltarsasag jegyzdje, Pakh Albert leszogezte, hogy a tarsulat az eredeti
tervek szerint egy évig miikodott volna jelen formajaban, am — mivel a tarsasag tevékenységét
komolyan hatraltatta a cenzori hivatal és a kormanyzat elleniik irdnyulo tevékenysége, ezért
kozos megegyezéssel a fiatalok szovetsége 1846. november 16-an feloszlott. Mindazonaltal le-
szogezték azt is, hogy minden erejiikkel azon lesznek, hogy az irodalom segitségével minél tobb
emberhez eljuttassak a haza szabadsagaért vivott kiizdelmek hireit és reménytiket fejezték ki az
irant, hogy a késdbbiekben ennek okan Gjra egyesiilhessenek.?

2. A FORRADALMAT KOVETO EVTIZEDEK KAVEHAZI
ASZTALTARSASAGAI

A vilagosi fegyverletételt kovetden az egykor viragzo Pest mar csak arnyéka volt régi 6nma-
ganak. Heinrich Henzi von Arthurm Buda ostroma idején agyuival lebombaztatta a varos leg-
szebb épiileteit. A mindennapi élet csak lassan tért vissza a korabban megszokott ritmusahoz.
A kavéhazak, vendéglok és kocsmak tobbsége az elsé néhany hétben meg sem nyitotta kapuit
a latogatd kozonség eldtt. De ki is jart volna tarsasagba? A kordbban a varos diszeinek szdmi-
t6 kavéhazak vendégeinek tobbsége a forradalomban vald tevékeny részvétele miatt bujdosni
kényszeriilt a hatdsagok el6l, masok az osztrak seregben toltotték a biintetésként rajuk szabott
katonai szolgalatot, ismét masok pedig bortonben sinylddtek.

A nyitast vallalo kavéhazak tobbsége osztrak katonak és hivatalnokok tanyaja lett, magyar
ember csak ritkan tévedt ezekbe a helyiségekbe, ha mégis betévedt, minden szavat lesték a fize-
tett kémek és a kormanyzat bérencei. Hosszu iddnek kellett eltelnie, mig a magyar szellemi és
irodalmi élet képviseldi ijra visszaszivarogtak a fehér abrosszal letakart asztalok mellé.?

Egyik legkedveltebb talalkozohelyiik az Arany Sas Fogad6 volt. Az 1850-1860-as évek
egyik legfontosabb gyiilekezohelye nem csak asztalait és a vendéglatasban megszokott egyéb
szolgaltatasait kinalta vendégeinek, de hitelt is nyujtott azoknak, akik éppen a bortonbol vagy a
szamiizetésbol szabadulva betértek falai k6zé. Josef Protmann rend6rkapitany mindent megtett,
hogy kémeit ide is bejuttassa, de eréfeszitései nem jartak sikerrel. Ez annak is volt kdszonhetd,
hogy a tulajdonos — igazi hazafi 1évén — nem szivarogtatott ki informacidkat a fogaddban fo-
ly6 6sszejovetelekrdl. Az itt dsszesereglett irok, koltok szinészek, orvosok €s iparosok félelem
nélkiil jarhattak tarsasagba. Mozgatorugoéjuk a ,,megvirrad még valaha” eszméje volt. A sok
fajdalom és elnyomas utan itt szervezték 0ijra a régi idok kulturalis életet. Krady Gyula egye-
nesen igy fogalmaz: ,,a korcsmak, kavéhazak levegdjeben fejlodott az akkori magyar irodalom
megujhoddsa”™. Vaci utcai lakasanak feltjitasa idején gyakran megfordult a vendéglében V6-
rosmarty Mihaly is.

Az ir6i asztalok ujraalakuldsdnak masik fontos helyszine az Arany Okér kdvéhaz volt. Az
akkori Varmegyehaz ¢s a Granatos utca sarkan allo egyemeletes, egyszerli épiiletbe betérve a

28 FRANKENBURG 1898. 60.
2 A forradalom utani Pest-Buda életérél 1d. KONRADYNE GALOS 1964c 21.
3 KONRADYNE GALOS 1964c¢ 21, 23.
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magyar értelmiségiek és a sok szenvedésben megfaradt polgarok egy kis idére megszabadulhat-
tak a csaszari udvar kémeit6l. Az épiilet foldszintjén kapott helyet az osztrak katonak kedvelt
szorakozohelye, az ott eltoltdtt szabad orak pedig elvontak a katonak figyelmét egyéb koteles-
ségeikrol, igy az emeleten miikodoé irdi tarsasagok tevékenysége rejtve maradhatott a birodal-
mi kancellaria el6tt. Ide jart a magyar szellemi élet képviseldinek tobbsége. Gyakori vendég
volt tobbek kozott Vajda Janos, vagy éppen a Tizek Tarsasaganak egykori alapitd tagja, Degré
Alajos is. Ezek az irok jelenlétiikkel is alatdmasztottak, hogy az irodalmi élet még nem halt ki
teljesen a fovarosi kozosségi terekbdl.

Az itt megalakult tarsasdghoz nap-nap utan egyre tobben csatlakoztak. Visszatért lombardiai
szamiizetésébdl Vadnai Karoly, de az osztrak hadseregben letoltott biintetését kovetden ide tért
be els6ként Lisznyay Kalman is. Tanyat vert még itt az ismert regényirok, Nagy Ignac, Kemény
Zsigmond, Vas Gereben vagy Agai Adolf (Porzo) is. Vadnai Karoly emlékezéseiben Gsszefog-
lalja a kavéhaz akkori kulturalis életben betoltott szerepét: egyiittesen ,,Talaltunk egy pontot,
melybdl ki lehetett zokkenteni a rossz vildgot, a Bach vildgot.”®' A maroknyi még életben maradt
magyar ir6 nem vesztette el a reményt, amit a magyar irodalom megujitasa jelenthetett sza-
mukra. Az Gjraéledd lelkesedés sokakban reményt ébresztett a magyar nemzet sorsanak jobbra
fordulasara. Késobb csatlakozott a tarsasaghoz a vak Garay Janos és Vordsmarty Mihaly is.

Az irok késobb attették székhelyiiket a Komlokertbe, ami szintén a Granatos utcaban he-
lyezkedett el. A kerthelyiség mar a forradalmi idékben sok ironak biztositott lehetdséget a feltol-
tédésre. Hasonloan az Arany Sas vagy az Arany Okor fogadokhoz, a Komlokert tulajdonosa is
orommel fogadta a kulturalis szellemi élet megmaradt képvisel6t. Ebben a helyiségben — Krudy
Gyula rank maradt visszaemlékezései szerint — kotelez0 volt a magyar beszéd, kiilfoldi sz6 nem
hangozhatott el az dsszejoveteleken. Ha ez mégis megtortént — kemény hangon figyelmeztették
a szabalyok betartasara azokat, akik nem magyarul szolaltak meg. Az 1850-es években — el-
térden a tobbi helyiségtdl — magyar notat is hallgathattak itt a betéré vendégek. A jo hangulat
megalapozasar6l minden este Patikarius Ferké gondoskodott.??

Vorosmarty — aki tarsaival egyiitt szintén attette székhelyét a Komloba — Patikarius jatékat
még Baracskan hallotta eldszor. Az 1850-es évékben irott verseiben meg is Srokitette a cigany-
primast, amivel — a kortarsak véleménye szerint — a Patikarius Ferk6 milivészete iranti tiszteletét
kivanta kifejezni.*

Az 1860-as évek asztaltarsasagainak legfontosabb helyszine a méltatlanul elfeledett Kavé-
forras volt. Hasonldan a korszak mas kisebb helyiségeihez, a nagyobb irodalmi és miivészeti
tarsasagok gyiilekezohelyeitdl elkiiloniilve, a magyar nemzeti irodalom {igye irant érdekl6dd
fiatal irok itt folytattik szakmai tevékenységiiket. Az Arany Okor kavéhazbol ide tette 4t székhe-
lyét Vajda Janos, de itt szovogette irotarsai korében egy 0j népszinhaz tervet a fiatal Rakosi Jend
is. E kévéhaz asztalainal folytatta egymassal szakmai vitdit Berczik Arpad és Toth Kalman,
illetve itt folytatta iroi tevékenységét Eotvos Karoly és Greguss Agost is. A fiatalok miikodése
iranti kivancsisag ideszolitotta Gyulai Palt és Abranyi Kornélt is.

A Kévéforras azonban nem csupan irodalmi vitdk helyszine volt. Termei otthont jelentet-
tek mindazoknak a fiatal iroknak és miivészeknek, akik életiik nagy részében a kozdsségért

31 KONRADYNE GALOS 1964c 21.
32 A Komlokertben 1év6 irdi asztaltarsasagrol 1d. KONRADYNE GALOS 1964c¢ 23.

3 KONRADYNE GALOS 1964c¢ 23.
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munkalkodtak. A tulajdonos felesége karacsonykor teritett asztallal varta a vendégeket, férje
pedig naponta kinalta az asztaltarsasagok tagjait a legkivalobb pipadohannyal. A Kavéforras lett
a 6 helyszine a Borsszem Janko cimi élclap szerkesztéségének, ami folyamatos munkahelyet
biztositott a fiatal irok szamara. A lap {6 céljanak tekintette, hogy kdzérthetd, vicces formaban
juttassa el kozonségéhez az aktualis politikai élet eseményeit. A rovat ,,fészerepl6i” altalaban
Sanyarti Vendel és Mokany Berci voltak. A kozonség az 6 ,,eléadasukban” ismerhette meg ko-
zelebbrol a tarsadalmat leginkabb foglalkoztatd kozéleti témakat.

A Rékosi Jend altal elképzelt Népszinhaz terve, a szinhazi kulturalis élet fellenditése, szin-
tén sok ir6 szamara jelentett megoldasra var6 problémat. A Kavéforrasba jart Szigligeti Ede és
Csepreghy Ferenc népszinmiird, Déczi Lajos — aki a szinészek szamara eldadandd darabokat
forditott. Az itt megforduld szinészek szolgaltattdk a miisort a kdvéhazban, melyhez egy al-
kalommal Munkécsy Mihaly festette a diszleteket. Csepreghy a Kéavéforras asztalan sziiletett
Viz6z6n ciml miivét kés6bb szintén a Népszinhazban adtak el6.>

Az 1870-es és 1880-as évek kavéhazi asztalainak miikodésérdl nem sokat tudunk. A kavéha-
zi élet az 1890-es években élte masodik viragkorat. A 19. szazad utolsé évtizedében — a kiilfoldi
példaknak koszonhetben a kavéhazi helyiségek is jelentds valtozason mentek at. A korizlésnek
megfelelden szdérakozasi lehetdségeik kozott helyet kaptak a modern zenei miifajokra — opera
és operett — épiil6 eldadasok, ugyanakkor a régi kavéhazak ciganyzenekarai is megtalaltak sajat
kozonségiiket. A csillogd modern kavéhdzak mellett ugyanakkor megjelentek az ¢jszakai élet
tarsasagi helyszinei, az éjszakai mulatok és orfeumok. Dolgozatom utolsé fejezete a 19. szdzad
végi nevesebb asztaltarsasagok bemutatasaval foglalkozik.

3. A SZAZADVEG NEVES IRODALMI ASZTALTARSASAGAI

A 19. szazad végének kulturalis és szellemi élete, annak legfontosabb gyiilekez6helyei a Teréz-
varosra irdnyitottak a figyelmet. Ez a varosrész az 1845-ben kiadott Buda-Pest cimii utikalauz
szerint a févaros kereskedelmi kdzpontja volt és itt alltak a legfontosabb gyar- és ipartelepek.
Ipari kiilvarosi jellegét azonban — a betelepiilok szamanak emelkedésével parhuzamosan — el-
vesztette. A Terézvaros arculata fél évszazadon belill jelentdsen megvaltozott. A gyarak €s ipar-
telepek atadtak a helyiiket az orfeumoknak, kabaréknak és zenés lokaloknak. Ezek a mulatohe-
lyek vilagvarosi jelleget kdlcsonoztek a hajdani ipari kozpontnak.

A Terézvaros szellemi és kulturalis életben valo vezet szerepének kialakulasdhoz nagymér-
tékben hozzajarultak a keriiletben a 19. szazad végén megnyilt kavéhazak. Ezek elsésorban a
korabeli Sugartit, Nagymez6 utca és az Oktogon altal hatarolt nagy teriilet kornyékére koncent-
ralodtak. Az elsé fontosabb kavéhazi asztaltarsasagot az Abbazia kavéhazban alakitottak meg
Purjesz-paholy néven. A Purjesz Lajos ird nevét viseld szabadkémiives asztaltarsasag tagjai a
19. szdzadi magyar irodalom vezéregyéniségeibdl keriiltek ki. Az asztal mellett toltotte szabad-
idejét Molnar Ferenc, Brody Sandor vagy Heltai Jend, de ez a kavéhaz adott otthont Gardonyi
Géza Vese-asztalanak, illetve ide tértek be eldadasaik utan az Operahaz és a Zeneakadémia
milvészei is..*

3 A Kavéforrasrol 1d. KONRADYNE GALOS 1975b 38.
3 A Terézvarosrol 1d. WIRTH 1969. 11.
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Az irodalom jeles képvisel6i mellett az Abbazidban adtak egymasnak talalkozot a kavéhaz
Teréz koruti szarnyaban a festok, szobraszok és épitészek is. Az asztalfén altalaban a vidéki élet
képeit csendéletként megfestd Bihari Sandor foglalt helyet. Asztaltarsasaguk tagjai kdzott talal-
juk Vesztroczy Manot, Donath Gyula kémiivesmestert, valamint a halado szellemii miivészeket.
1900-t61 kezdve mindennap latogatta az asztalt Kernstok Kéroly is, akit a szazad végének legte-
hetségesebb festdjeként tartottak szamon. Az épitészeket képviselte az asztalnal Lechner Odén,
akire a fiatal épitészgeneracid patronaldjaként tekintett.

A legnagyobb érdeklddést az Abbazia asztalai irant a leginkabb a Miicsarnokban rendezett
kiallitasok alkalmaval tanusitottak a latogatok. Egymasnak adtak a kilincset a vidéki miivészek,
akik mindent megtettek, hogy rabeszéljék a kiallitasok zsiiritagjait, hogy az altaluk legtobbre
tartott miivészeknek itéljék a kiallitdson kaphat6 dijakat. Ennek apropdjan szamos miivészeti
szakmai vita fontos helyszinévé is valt az Abbazia. Egy id6 utan azonban az Abbdazia tulajdono-
sa megelégelte, hogy a milivészek a kavéhaz képes folyoiratainak illusztracioit ,,eltulajdonitot-
tak”, mert ezek a cselekedetek anyagi kart jelentettek a kdvéhaz szamara. Epp ezért a folyoira-
tok képeire raiittette a kdvéhaz bélyegzdjét, amely a kovetkezo feliratot tartalmazta: ,,Ezt a képet
az Abbazia-kavéhazbol loptam.”>®

Ez a cselekedet természetesen mélyen felhdboritotta a ,,tolvaj” miivészeket. Valaszként az
Abbazia néhany miivésze az ¢j leple alatt az alabbi feliratot meszelte a kavéhaz oldalara: ,,Ezt
a hazat az Abbazia-kavéhdzbdl loptam.” Lechner Odon és tarsasiga pedig orokre elhagyta az
Abbazia termeit ¢és székhelyét attette az Andrassy iton 1év6 Japan kédvéhazba.

Miivészasztalukat a kavéhaz Andrassy utra néz6 sarokablaka mogott rendezték be. Nem tud-
ni, miért egy sarokasztalt valasztottak talalkozoik szinhelyéiil. Az is elképzelhetd, hogy Lechner
Odon kifejezett kivansaga volt, hogy a beszélgetések kozepette is természetes fénynél rajzolgat-
hassa terveit a kavéhaz marvanyasztalan és figyelemmel kisérhesse kdzben a pezsg6 utcai életet
is. A Japan miivészasztala - az Abbazia-beli id6kh6z hasonldéan — miicsarnoki kiallitdsok idején
és a szép napsiitéses nyari idében drvendett a legnagyobb népszerliségnek.>®

A Lechner Odén utén elnevezett Papszi-asztal mellett egymast valtottak az asztalnal a vidé-
ki miivészi élet képvisel6i, civil foglalkozasi miivészetpartolok és az asztaltarsasag tagjainak
baratai. A legnagyobb érdeklédés mindig a miivészetpolitikai vitadk idején Gvezte az itt tartott
Osszejoveteleket® ,,Békeidében” a miivészasztal bal sarkaban Papszi bacsival szemkozt foglalt
helyet a Meissonier-tanitvany, Kardos Gyula. Papszi azonban a napfénynél sokkal szivesebben
hodolt kedves iddtoltésének és inkabb az utcan folyd eseményeket figyelte és legtobbszor csak
napnyugta utan elegyedett szoba a miivészasztalnal helyet foglalo tobbi miivésszel.

A Japan kévéhaz miivészasztalanak masodik generacidja — ellentétben az alapitokkal — nem
az akadémikus iranyzatot képviselték és nem ovezte 6ket akkora érdeklédés, mint az allami mii-
vészeti dijak és a nagy megrendelések varomanyosait. Az 0lj generacio tagjai — Ferenczy Karoly,
Griinwald Béla, Rippl-Ronai Jozsef, Csok Istvan, Fényes Adolf és tarsaik — a szitkebb m{iérté
korben tettek szert nagyobb ismertségre, miivészetiiket az orszagosan ismert nagykdzonség nem
értékelte érdemeik szerint. Rippl-Ronai elsé kiallitasain tobb olyan nézelddot is latni lehetett,

3¢ MELLER 1946. 440.
37 MELLER 1946. 440.
3% HERMAN 2001. 286, 292.
3 HerRMAN 2001. 292.
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akik egy-egy kép lattan hangos kacagasban tortek ki. Az altala képviselt naturalista stilus ugyan-
is Magyarorszagon a 20. szazadig nem talalt kedvezd fogadtatasra. A kés6bbiekben hozzajuk
csatlakoztak az Abbazia kavéhaz expresszionista festészetet képviselé miivészei is, élitkkon Ker-
nstok Karollyal.

kiviil Szinyei Merse Pal volt. Korai miivészi képeivel a modern festészeti irdnyzatot képviselte,
de erbfeszitései nem talaltak kedvezo fogadtatasra, ezért egy idore letette az ecsetet és politikai
palyara lépett, felvidéki munkaparti politikusként. Politikai tevékenységében mindvégig Tisza
Istvan elveit kovette, mig végiil orszaggylilési képviselové valasztottak. Politikai karrierjét az
1890-es évek végén fejezte be, amikor az 1896-0s orszagos ezredéves kiallitason mar, mint tin-
nepelt festdmiivészt koszontotték. 1904-ben a kormany megvasarolta a negyedszazaddal azel6tt
festett Majalis cimii képét és kinevezték a Képzoémiivészeti Foiskola igazgatdjava és igy keriilt
kapcsolatba végiil a Japan kavéhaz miivészasztalaval is.

A hivatasos miivészeken kiviil sok miivészeti kritikus és miigytijté is megfordult is megfor-
dult a Japanban. Ko6z¢éjiik tartozott Petrovics Elek, aki ebben az idében a Beliigyminisztérium
munkatarsaként dolgozott. Munkassaga elismeréseként 1914-ben a Szépmiivészeti mizeum
igazgatdjava valasztottak. Ennél az asztalnal telepedett le kavéhazi latogatasai soran Lazar Béla,
aki sziviigyének tekintette az 0j stilusi magyar miivészet népszertsitését. Gyakran felkereste
a miivészasztalt a hires miigytijtd, Ernst Lajos is, aki asztaltarsaitol megihletve alapitja meg a
nevével fémjelzett Ernst Muzeumot, de megfordult itt az értelmiségi miivészvilag valamennyi
ismert képviseldje.

A miivészasztalnal nem voltak alapszabalyok, tag barki lehetett, aki elég nagy érdeklddést
érzett magéaban a miivészetek irant. A névleges elnoki posztot Szinyei toltotte be, de ez a tisztség
nem jart egylitt semmilyen el6joggal. A miivészasztal tagjai hamarosan ugy dontottek, hivatalos
miivészesoportként folytatjak addigi kotetlen tevékenységiiket. A targyalasok eredményeként
a miivészasztalnal megalakult a Magyar Impresszionistdk és Naturalistak Kore (MIENK). A
szervezddés keretein beliil a miivészek kiallitasokat szerveztek és kisérletet tettek a miivészeti
dijak odaitélését célzo szabalyok megvaltoztatasat célzd javaslatok megtételére is. Azonban,
mivel a Japan miivészasztal laikus tagjai nem vehettek részt a MIENK munkajaban, a szervezet
csakhamar feloszlott, helyébe a laikusok altal alapitott szabadiskola 1épett. E szabadiskola els6
novendékei kozé tartozott tobbek kozott Szinyei-Merse Pal, Nemes Marcell, Hatvany Ferenc
vagy Majovszky Pal miligyiijt6k. +°

A Japan miivészasztala az els6 vildghaboru végén megsziint. Az egykor kotetlen asztaltarsa-
sag helyét a Szinyei Merse Pal Tarsasag vette at, amely mar szigort szabalyok szerint miikodott
és személyes jellege fennallasa 25 éve alatt teljesen formalissa valt.*!

A korizlés megkovetelte a zenés mulatohelyek 1étrejottét is. Ezt az iranyvonalat volt hiva-
tott kiszolgalni a Harom Holld kavéhaz, mely a Japantdl nem messzire helyezkedett el. Zenés
jellegébdl fakaddan elsésorban az artistak, a tancosok és egyéb miivészek asztalait lehetett itt
megtalalni, de irodalmi nagysagok is szivesen iddztek az asztaloknal. 1905 elején egy atmula-
tott este utn betévedt ide Ady Endre is, j6 baratja €s irdtarsa, Révész Béla tarsasagaban. Ettol
kezdve esténként itt adtak egymasnak talalkozot. Ady itt rendezte be ir6i asztalat, ahol sok

40" A Japan kavéhaz asztalanak miivészgeneraci6irél 1d. MELLER 1946. 440.
4 MELLER 1946. 443.
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esetben hajnalig irta kolteményeit a Budapesti Naplo rovata szamara. Barati tarsasagaval egyiitt
innen indulnak el esténként a varos éjszakai mulatohelyeire — a Nagymez6 utcai Orfueum kavé-
hazba, a Révay utcaban 1évo Casino de Paris helyégébe, vagy éppen a Nagymez6 utcai Kovacs
vendéglébe — egy kis éjjeli ,,félresiklas” kedvéért.*

OSSZEFOGLALAS

A 19. szazadi pesti kavéhazak tobbet jelentettek a kor embere szamara egyszerti szorakozohe-
lyeknél. Alapfeladatuk természetesen a vendéglatas volt, am ennél joval tobbet adtak a helyisé-
gekbe betérd fovarosi lakosoknak, valamint a varoson keresztiil utaz6 vidéki embereknek vagy
a kilfoldieknek. A varos ragyogo kavéhazair6l szdmos szines tutleirasban emlékeztek meg az
atutazok. Az itt folyo élénk tarsasdgi élet a 19. szazadban sokakat vonzott a kdvéhazak varosaba.

A széazad elején és kozepén létrejott asztaltarsasagok tagjai a kulturdlis és szakmai vitdk
mellett a résztvevok szivesen megvitattak egymassal a politikai élet legfontosabb eseményeit
is. A szabadsagharc leverését kvetden azonban az egykor forradalmi kézpontoknak szamitd
irodalmi kavéhazak szerepe megvaltozott. Az 1850-es évektdl kezdve elsédleges feladatuknak
tekintették, hogy részt vegyenek a kulturdlis élet felviragoztatasaban. Ennek koszonhetden a
korabban pezsgd tarsasagi élet az élet kezdett visszatérni a régi kerékvagasba.

Az 1890-es években aztan — a fokozddo kiilfoldi behatdsoknak is kdszonhetden — a kavéha-
zaknak alkalmazkodniuk kellett a modern korszak igényeihez. Ekkor a varosban mar nem csak
a sz0 klasszikus értelmében vett kavéhazak vannak jelen. Mindinkabb helyet kapnak mellettiik
a modern szorakozasi formakat biztositd zenés mulatohelyek is. A kavéhazakban azonban a
modernizalodas ellenére is megtaldlhatjuk a korabbi évtizedek klasszikus asztaltarsasagait, ami
bizonyitja, hogy a miivészetek a megujuld kavéhazi kornyezetben is megtalaltak kozonségiiket.
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Sz6ts Zoltan Oszkar 2020 6szén megjelend Az elsé vilaghaboru az 1945 eldtti magyar torté-
netirasban cimi kotetét eloszor kézbe véve, egy olyan letisztult kényvboritdt lathatunk, ami
egyértelmiien sugallja, hogy milyen témat dolgozott fel a szerz6é. Széts az elsé vilaghdborus
torténetirds egy kevésbé kutatott témajat, a Nagy Habort hazai historiografiai attekintését ve-
szi kutatasa kozéppontjaba. A kotet harom szemszogbdl, a nézépontok, a miifajok és az intéz-
mények megkozelitési iranybol ragadja meg az els6 vilaghaboru 1945 eldtti magyar torténet-
irasban elfoglalt helyét. A konyv dsszefoglaljat és a szerzordl a legfontosabb informaciokat a
kihajthato boritd belsé felében olvashatja az érdekl6dd, mely kiegésziti a boritd elején lathatd
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emlékmiivet. A konyv terjedelme Gsszesen 255 oldal, amelybdl tobb mint 55 oldalnyi biblio-
grafia tétel talalhato, ami szintén bizonyitja, hogy a szerz6 rendkiviil alapos munkat végzett a
szakirodalom felhasznalasakor. Ez a bibliografiai lista egytttal nagy segitség is lehet az els6
vilaghabort kutatoi szamara. Ezen feliill névmutato is késziilt a szoveghez, ami megkonnyiti az
olvaso6 szamara a fontosabb nevek és kifejezések megkeresését. A kotet puhakotéssel késziilt, de
tovabbi pozitivumként emlithetdé meg, hogy tobbszori forgatas és olvasas utan is jol illeszkedik
a lapok.

A kotet alapjaul Az elsé generacio —Az elsé vilaghaboru értelmezései az 1945 eldtti ma-
gyar torténetirdasban’ cimi a szerz6 altal E6tvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetemen benyujtott, majd
summa cum laude mindsitésével megvédett értekezésén alapszik. A kotet elkészitését segitette,
hogy Sz6ts Zoltan Oszkar az Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar mellett, a Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar
Orszagos Levéltaraban is dolgozott, melynek adatai segiteni és mélyiteni tudtdk a téma feldol-
gozasat. A kotet szerz6je nemcsak kutatott, hanem munkatarsként dolgozott azon intézmények-
ben, amelyek kutatohelyiil is szolgaltak az els6 vilaghaborlis magyar torténetiras historiografiai
Osszegzéséhez.

A bevezetés és az 0sszegzés mellett tovabbi két nagy fejezetre oszlik a mil. Az elsé egység-
ben a historiografiai attekintéssel ismerkedhet meg az olvaso, ezen feliil az elsé vilaghaboraval
foglalkoz6 nemzetkdzi és magyar kutatok négy generaciojat ismerteti Sz6ts. A masodik fejezet
képezi a konyv ciméiil szolgald részt, ahol az intézmények altal gylijtott forrdsanyagok mellett
megjelennek a memoarok, a katonairok és a hadtorténészek, katonai és torténettudomanyi szak-
folyoiratok, torténelemkonyvek, ugyanakkor a népi emlékezetrél, héskultuszrol, emlékezetpo-
litikarol is olvashatunk.

Historiografiai szempontbdl két f6 miivet emel ki a szerz6, melyek segitségével tipizalja és
kategorizalja a magyarorszagi els6 generacio altal irt miiveket. Nemzetkozi szinten Jay Winter
és Antoine Prost? irdsait tekinti origénak Széts, akik sajatossagok szerint generacidkra oszt-
jék fel az elsd vilaghabortu kutatdsaval foglalkozé szakembereket. Az emlékiratokhoz pedig
Romsics Gergely® kategorizalasi modelljét hasznalta fel Sz6ts Zoltan Oszkar a kotetében. Az
attekintést alapjat a kronologia képezi, amelynek végpontja a mérfoldkonek tekintett az 1945-6s
év, amit az els6 vilaghaboru els6 nagy historiografia korszakhataranak ir le. Szots Zoltan Oszkar
altal valasztott kategorizalasi forma azért is logikus és célszer(i, hiszen ezaltal az egyes politikai
tényezok historiografiara gyakorolt hatésa is jobban elkiilonithetoek.

A masodik fejezetekben a Jay Winter altal meghatarozott elsé vilaghadbortaval foglalkozé
kutatok négy generacioja keriil bemutatasra, ezen beliil egyarant a nemzetkdzi és magyar szer-
z6k munkait ismerteti a szerzd. Az elsé generacio fo sajatossaga allapithatdé meg, hogy ekkor
elsdsorban nem torténészi munkak sziiletnek, hanem a vilaghaboriuban harcold és részt vevo
katonak munkai keriilnek kiadasra. A miivek egyértelmii célja az, hogy az adott orszag katonai
vezetése levonja a vilaghabort (katonai és hadaszati) tanulsagait, ezekre a tapasztalatokra épit-
ve egy esetleges eljovendd haborura taktikai és stratégiai alappal rendelkezzenek. A szerz6 az
elso vilaghaborus torténetiras egy kevésbé kutatott témajat, jelen esetben a Nagy Habort hazai
historiografiai attekintését célozza meg, amelyrdl hidba sziiletett tobb monografia is, az elsé

' Sz6Ts 2018.
2 WINTER-PROST 2004., 2005., 2009., 2014.
3 Rowsics 2004., 2010. 179-196.
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vilaghabort témajaban az elmult szaz év soran eddig még nem késziilt egy 6nalld 6sszefoglald
munka. Sz6ts Zoltan Oszkar kiemeli, hogy ennek ellenére voltak olyan miivek, amelyek egy-
egy nemzet historiografiajaba vagy nemzetkozi kitekintésben kozelitette meg a historiografiat,
ami igazolja azt, hogy a magyar torténetiras sok esetben felhasznalnak kiilf6ldi munkakat. Az
elsd generaciora f6 sajatossagai kozé tartozik, hogy a haboru eseményeit vizsgaltak, azonban
hadtorténeti szempontbol nem feleltek meg a tudomanyos igényeknek. Ebben az id6szakban
szamos munka témakorének a kozéppontjaban a haborus felelsség kérdését allitjak, ami ké-
s6bbi generacioknal ujbol és Gjbol meg fog jelenni. A két vilaghabora kozott kiadott munkak
jelentds része a német félt okolja a haboru kirobbantasaért, ebben a felfogasban valtozas csak az
1950-es években kovetkezik be.

Azugynevezett ,,Lenini” gondolatok az elsé generacio egyik alfajat képviselte. Ez a gondol-
kodas tovabbi problémat jelentet, ugyanis az 1945 utan Magyarorszdgon hivatkozasi alapként
szolgal, igy a magyar torténetirasban a habort masodik generacidja valdjaban tovabbra is az
els6 generacid elemeit és sajatossagait hordozza, annyi kiilonbséggel, hogy baloldali gondo-
latok és elemek hatarozzak azt meg. Mégis ezekben az években jelenik meg hazankban az
elsé nagy elsé vilaghaboris monografiai Galantai Jozsef tollabol*, amely egészen a 2014-ben
megjelent Hajdu—Polllmann’ kétetig egyediili 6sszefoglalo monografianak szamitott a magyar
torténetirasban. Mig 1945 utan Magyarorszagon a ,,Lenini” megkdzelités dominal, addig Nyu-
gat-Eurdpaban az elsé vilaghaborts kutatdsok kézéppontjdban a tdrsadalmi megkozelités ke-
riil fokozatosan el6térbe. Ezzel egyiitt fokozatosan erdsodik meg egy kollektiv feleldsségtudat
is, de a marxista megkdzelitési modok is folyamatosan jelennek vannak (tarsadalmi osztalyok
konfliktusa) a nyugati torténetirasban. Pok Attila® 2015-6s munkéjaban a nyugat-eurdpai histo-
riografia irasait vizsgalja.

A harmadik generacio megjelenése az 1990-es évek elejére tehetd, ekkor a szerzok munka-
ikban els6sorban a mentalitasokat, megatartasformakat, érzelmi és pszichés hatdsokat, valamint
identitas és emlékezet témak keriilnek az elemzések kdzéppontjaba, ezzel egyiitt megerdsodott
a téma tarsadalom és kulturtorténeti megkozelitése is. Erre a generaciora Paul Fussel” és John
Keegan® irasai a gyakoroltak a legnagyobb hatast. Magyarorszagon 1989 utan szamos olyan
idegen nyelvii munka jelenhetett meg magyar forditasban, amelyek mar évek ota nemzetkozi
szinten meghatarozonak szamitottak az els6 vilaghaboruat kutatok kérében. (A. J. P. Taylor?, Eric
Hobsbawn!?® és John Keegan'' is ekkor keriiltek elészor magyar forditasban a hazai konyves-
polcokra.) Hiaba az ujabb magyar és nemzetkdzi miivek megjelenése, ennek ellenére tovabbra
sem jelent meg nagy 0sszefoglalé monografia magyar nyelven. A téma kutatasa tekintetében
fokozatosan el6térbe keriilt a hadszintérkutatas és az ezredtorténetek feldolgozasa. Pszicholo-
gia, tarsadalomtorténeti és a hatorszaggal kapcsolatos témakorok is a kutatasok kdzéppontjaba

4 GALANTAI 1964.

5 HAJDU-POLLMANN
¢ POk 2015.

7 FusseL 1975.

8 KEEGAN 1976.

> TaYLOR 1988.

10 HoBsBawN 1998.
1" KEEGAN 2000.
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keriiltek. A magyar torténetirasrol elmondhato, hogy 1990 utan elsésorban az eddig elfelejtett
kérdéskoroket kezdi el megvizsgalni.

A negyedig generacio sajatossagai kozé tartozik tobbek kozott, hogy tagjai mar globalis kér-
déseket fogalmaznak meg és globalis 6sszefiiggésekre keresik a valaszokat. Hazai viszonylatban
inkdbb egy centenariumi generaciorol beszélhetiink, ennek keretén beliil jelent meg 2014-ben
Hajdu Tibor és Pollmann Ferenc!? k6z6s nagy monografiaja is, emellett Bihari Péter'* 2014-ben
megjelent munkajat emelte ki Sz6ts. A centenarium tovabbi pozitiv hozama, hogy szamos ide-
gen nyelvii munka kiadasra keriilhetett magyar forditasban. Az elmult tiz év pozitiv hozadéka,
hogy szamos konyvet, folyoiratot és korabeli dokumentumot digitalizaltak, amelyeket a széles
kozonség szamara is elérhetdvé tettek kiilonb6zo internetes adatbazisokban. Az els6 vilaghabo-
ri centenariumanak tovabbi haszna, hogy a témaban (nemzetkozi) tudomanyos konferenciakat
szerveztek, amelyekbdl szamos tanulmanykétet is késziilt, ezzel tovabb erdsodott és mélyiilt a
nemzetek torténészei kozotti egylittmiikodés.

A kovetkezo fejezetben a szerz6 a magyarorszagi els6 generacios irdsmiiveit vizsgalja meg
részletesen. Ebben a részben talalkozhatunk a nézépontok, miifajok és intézmények cimben is
szerepld harmas felosztasaval. Az elso alfejezetben az Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar (OSZK)
vilaghaborts gytijteménye keriil ismertetésre. Az intézmény egységeinek révid bemutatasa
utan, részletes informacidkat kapunk arra vonatkozodan, hogy miként zajlott az OSZK-ban az
elsd vilaghaborts folyodiratok és egyéb szakmai munkak gytijtése. Fontos megjegyezni, hogy
a habort ideje alatt a hazai megjelenésti folydiratok mellett idegennyelvii, elsésorban német
nyelvi anyagokat vasarolt folyamatosan a konyvtar. A késébbiekben a gylijteménybdl egyediil a
kéziratokat valasztottak le, igy a dokumentumok mind a mai napig egy fondban talalhatéak meg
az OSZK-ban, ami varja, hogy feldolgozasra keriiljon. Mar a vilaghaboru ideje alatt keriiltek
megjelentetésre hadtorténeti témajh irdsok, ennek bibliografiajaban nagy segitséget nyujt Panity
Vukoszava'* altal készitett bibliografia. Panity altal 6sszeallitott anyagot a konyv szerzéje, Sz6ts
Zoltan Oszkar® dolgozta fel, amely 2014-ben 6nall6 kétet formajaban jelent meg. Szamos olyan
munka is megtalalhatd ebben a gyiijteményben, amely valamely jsdg mellékleteként!'® adtak
kozre a vilaghabort ideje alatt. Emellett hivatalos szervek (minisztériumok), haditudésitok,
onallo kotetei is kiadasra keriiltek. A kdnyv tovabbi érdeme kozé sorolhato, hogy e fejezeten
beliil 6nall6 részt kapott a katonai tabori Gjsagok bemutatdsa, mely az olvasdk szdmara szamos
ujdonsagot nytjthat.

A fejezet kovetkez0 részében az elsd generacids memoarirdk, torténetirdk és gazdasagi
szakirok munkait ismerheti meg részletesen az olvas6. A memoarokbol rendkiviil hasznos és
részletes informaciot nyerhetiink ki, melyet a szerz6 is kiemel, hiszen a magyar torténetiras
még mindig nem hasznalt ki teljesen ezt a gazdag forrasbazist. Az 1945 el6tti emlékiratokkal
Romsics Gergely!” foglalkozott részletesebben, miivében a magyar politikai elit visszaemléke-
zéseit vizsgalta, melynek egyik kdzponti témaja az orszag felbomlasa szerepelt. A kdvetkezd

2 Haipu-PoLLMANN 2014.
13 BrHARI 2014.

4 PANITY 1921.

15 Sz61s 2014.

16" ToLnal vilaglapja

17 Rowmsics 2004.
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fejezetben az olvasé a kiillonbdz6 tudomanyos szakfolyoiratok elsé vilaghaborus irasaival is-
merkedhetnek meg: ezek a periodikak, a Magyar Katonai K6z16ny, a Magyar Katonai Szemle,
a Hadtorténelmi Kozlemények és a Szazadok. Az el6bbi két katonai lapban a harci események
mellett, hadaszati és harcaszati publikaciok, alakulatok rovid id6beli bemutatasa keriilt publika-
lasra, addig a Szdzadok folyoiratban elsdsorban recenzidkat jelentettek meg.

Az 1. vilaghaboru soran szerzett tapasztalatokat els6sorban a haderd kivanta felhasznalni.
Ennek értelmében a két vilaghabora kozotti szakmunkak elsédleges célja az volt, hogy a harc-
téren szerezett gyakorlatok feldolgozasa mellett a tisztikar tanulhasson a haborubol. A Hadtor-
téneti Muzeum célul tiizte ki egy tizkotetes Osszefoglald elkészitését. Szakszert kutatomunka
alapjan kivantak megalkotni a sorozat egyes koteteit, melynek cime: 4 vildaghaboru 1914-1918.
Kiilonés tekintettel Magyarorszagra és a magyar csapatok szereplésére. A kotet részletes és
magas szinvonala miatt a sorozat félbemaradt, az utols6 része 1942-ben jelent meg, A sorozat je-
lentds része hadtorténelemi munka, mely magyarazo szovegekkel és mellékelt térképekkel van
ellatva. Egyenrangt a korabeli eurdpai sorozatokkal, melyben a hazai forrasokon kiviil szamos
idegennyelvii (elsdsorban német, francia, angol és roman) munkat is felhasznaltak.

A fejezet egyik legjelentdsebb része a nagykdzonségnek szant miivek részletes ismertetése.
Ebben az alfejezetben, olyan munkak kertiltek felsorolasra, amelyek a habora egészét kivanjak
megismertetni az olvasokkal, és a mai napig meghatarozo a tudomanyos szakma szadmara. Az
elsd ilyen miiként emlithetd meg az 1927-ben Kallay Istvan tollabol megjelent Magyarorszag
a vilaghaboruban. 1914-1918."% cimii munka. Ezen feliil Sz6ts konyv tovabbi miiveket emlit és
mutat be részletesen az olvasok szamara: Pilch Jend: Vilaghdborii térténete', az elsé monografi-
at Czékus Zoltan? irta; Julier Ferenc: 1914-1918. A Vilaghdbori magyar szemmel®'; Agghazy
Kamil — Stefan Valér??> munkajat; tovabba De Sgardelli Caesar? irasat azért kell kiemelni, mert
ezt tekintjiik az els6 magyar kézikonyvnek, amely a vilaghaborarél szol.

A fejezet kovetkezd részben a kiilonboz6 alakulattorténeti munkak keriiltek bemutatésra. Az
alakulattorténetek, mint miifaj a két vilaghdbora kozott valt tomegessé. A Hadtorténeti Intézet
és Mazeum honlapjan® ma mar 104 ezredtorténet érhetd el.

Sz6ts Zoltan kdnyvében kiilon alfejezetet szant a két vilaghabort kozotti kozoktatas
tankOnyveinek bemutatasara, melyben Unger Matyas® munkaja emlithetd meg ki. Kiemeli,
hogy ezeknek a tankdnyveknek szemléletformald hatasuk volt, hiszen az iskolai tankdnyvben
elsésorban vilaghaborti megitélése volt az elsédleges, nem pedig az eseménytorténetet meg-
tanitasa Ezen beliil fontos szerepet kapott a militarizmus, a férfiassag, a hdsiesség, a nemzeti
identitas erdsitése, az dldozathozatal vagy a martirhalal eszménye. Tovabba a tankdnyvekben
megjelent az a gondolat, hogy a katona csak hés lehet, az elesett katona pedig hési halott, akit
tisztelni kell.

18 KArray 1927.

19 PiLcH 1928.

2 CzEkus 1930.

2l JULIER 1933.

2 AGGHAZY — Stefan 1934.

2 DE SGARDELLI 1935.

2* MAGYAR EZREDEK AZ I. VILAGHABORUBAN
2 UNGER 1976.
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A konyv utolso fejezetében a két vilaghabort kozotti népi emlékezet, hdskultusz és emléke-
zetpolitika keriil a kdzéppontba. Sz6ts megfelelden hangsulyozza, hogy kiilonbséget kell tenni
az elit és a népi kultura k6zott. A fejezetben elsésorban Gyani Gabor* emlékezetpolitikarol irott
mivei keriilnek kiemelésre, fontos elem, hogy a nemzeti emlékezet szemben all az egyszerii
ember altal megélt haboraval. Ezen feliil Sagvari Gyorgy?’ kanonizalt emlékezet és Piiski Le-
vente Jozsef herceg szerepvallalasardl irt munkaja emelhet6 ki.?® A szerzd felhivja a figyelmet,
hogy a habort antropoldgiai és mentalitastorténet hidnya figyelheté meg a torténeti irdsokban,
melyre nagyobb hangsulyt kellene fektetnie a torténész szakmanak.

Véleményem szerint Sz6ts Zoltan Oszkar munkaja hianypotlonak tekinthetd a magyar histo-
riografia és torténésztarsadalom szamara. Konyve alapos, logikusan felépitett és olvasmanyos,
mely nemcsak a szik szakma szdmara nytjthat 0j informaciokat, hanem a torténelem irant ér-
deklédok szamara is, melyet segit terjedelmes bibliografiai jegyzék. Ugy gondolom, hogy a
jOVO torténész generacioi szamara mar historiografiai orainak alapmiiveként kell majd hasznal-
niuk ezt a kotet. Bizom benne, a szerzo jovébeni tervei kozt szerepel, hogy folytatja a az els6
vilaghaboras magyar historiografia részletes feldolgozasat, mindezt annak a fényében, hogy a
centenarium alkalmabdl szamos munka késziilt a konyv lezarast kovetd idészakban.
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Laki Laszlo kutatasain keresztiil a konyv egy magara hagyott tarsadalmat mutat be, melyet
mélyebben megviselt a rendszervaltas, mint sok-sok korabbi torténelmi év. Egy olyan rendszer-
valtas, melyre sem a vezetdk, sem a magyar népesség nem volt felkésziilve. Laki Laszlo mas
szemszOgbodl kozelit. Nem csak a rendszervaltds okozta modernizacidé szemszdgébdl, hanem
a mindennapi ¢élet vonalan. Hogy tudja feldolgozni a véltozasokat Magyarorszag lakossaga,
akik mar eddig is nagy nehézségekkel kiizdottek a mindennapi megélhetésért? Akik elméletben
kapnak egy 0j ideologiat, mikozben elveszitenek oly sok mindent. Megélik a Magyarorszagon
torténelmi hattérrel rendelkez6 mez6gazdasag megvaltozasat, 6sszeomlasat. Az iparosodas fej-
16dését, mely kiutat jelenthetett volna bizonyos régidkban, de par év alatt ez is szintén cs6dot
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mondott. Ezaltal kifordult a sarkabol a vilag a tarsadalom egy rétegének. Annak a rétegnek, akik
a tarsadalom kdzepén, illetve legaljan voltak. Vagy rovid idén beliil a valtozasok kovetkeztében
lentre jutottak. Azoknak, akiknek a legnagyobb sziikségiik lett volna a segitségre. Kittkeresés,
vagy éppen uszni az arral. Kutatasok, mely emberéleteken keresztiil mutatja be a teljes kétség-
beesést, a probalkozéasokat, és egy kis magyar valdsagot.

Laki Laszl6 azon kevesek kozott volt, akinek lehetdsége volt Gazso Ferenccel egytittdolgoz-
ni. 1970-t61 empirikus kutatasokat végzett. Megtervezett kutatasait a rendszervaltas megvaltoz-
tatta. F6 munkai az ifjisagrol, az oktatasrol, valamint a magyar tarsadalom zarvanytarsadalma-
irdl szoltak. A magyar tarsadalmat nemcsak a hatarokon beliili lakosokra lesziikitve, hanem a
hataron tl €16, a trianoni békeszerz6dés altal elszakitott népességre ¢€s teriiletekre is kibdvitette.
A konyv bemutatja Laki Laszl6 szociologiai kutatdsainak modszertani sokszintiségét is. Ahogy
az eldszoban szerepel:

,»A munkanélkiiliség hatasait, a kilabalas itjait firtatd, a kiilfoldi munkavallalas, vagy a haz-
tajizas koriilményeit stb. feltérképezo interjuk, a kozép-Tiszavidéki kistérségben és a Csiki me-
dencében végzett empirikus felvételek, a szorult helyzet(i csalad havi étkezési napldja, vagy a
kiilonboz6 statisztikai forrasok hasznalata ugyanakkor vilagosan jellemzik Laki Laszlé kdvet-
kezetes kutatoi attitlidjét.” !

Es ez a rovid idézet tokéletesen bemutatja a konyvben szereplé kutatasokat, és magat a
kutatot is.

A hetvenes és nyolcvanas években atalakult hazankban az ,,els6” és a ,,masodik” gazdasag.
Azonban ez az 4talakulds nem hozta magéaval azt a fejlddést, polgarosodast, mely altal az orszag
felvehette volna a versenyt a gazdasagilag fejlett vilaggal. Az ,.elsé” €s a ,,masodik” gazdasag
egymassal szoros viszonyban léteztek. A ,,masodik” gazdasag 6nmagaban nem volt alkalmas a
fejlédésre, az ,,els6” gazdasagbol szarmazo alacsony jovedelmek kiegészitéseként beszélhetiink
csak rola. Ez a folyamat a rendszervaltds utan is befolyasolta az orszadg gazdasagi helyzetét,
valamint az egyének élethelyzetét.

Laki Laszl6 kutatasaiban Magyarorszagon beliil f6ldrajzilag eltéré problémakkal, a tarsadal-
mi berendezkedés altali gondokkal, az oktatas problematikajaval, az individumok mindennapi
fajdalmaival és életével ismerkedhetiink meg. Tanulmanyaiban a kvalitativ és a kvantitativ ku-
tatasi modszereket egyarant hasznalta.

Az elsédleges problémat az egész tarsadalomra kiterjedé nagyszamii munkanélkiiliségben
latja, mellyel egyik érintett sem tudott mit kezdeni. Sem azok, aki elveszitették munkajukat,
sem azok a vezetok, akik nem voltak erre a helyzetre felkésziilve, és nem talaltak a megoldast.
Habar kialakult egy segélyezései rendszer az orszagban, azonban ez olyan volt, mint egy nyilt
csonttorésre a sebtapasz. Ez egy 4j tarsadalmi tomegjelenség volt. Laki Lasz16 1992-ben késziilt
Munkanélkiiliség és blindzés munkajabol szarmazé idézet jol mutatja a tarsadalom vertikalis el-
lentéteit. ,,A munkanélkiilit a vallalkozo, a segélyeket elosztd dllam és onkormanyzat marasztal-
jael (pl. ingyenéld, semmittevd); a vallalkozot az allam, az dGnkormanyzat, a munkanélkiili (pl.
adocsalo, konjunktiralovag); az allamot pedig a vallalkozo, az 6nkormanyzat, a munkanélkiili
(pl. hitelkamatok megemelése, az allampolgarok tuladoztatasa, a vallalatok felszamolasa miatti

' LAkt LAszLO (2021). 4 ,,szinlelt” szocializmusbdl, a ,,szinlelt” kapitalizmusba. Szeged, Belvedere Meridionale.
13,14.
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elbocsajtasok).” *Rétegeken beliil még jobban fellelhet6 volt a megértés, azonban olyan ellen-
tétek sziilettek a tarsadalomban, melyek még a mai napig meghatarozok. Ezen problémaknak
maga a munkanélkiiliség csak egy darabja. A kutatd innét eredezteti az elvandorlasokat nyugatra
egy jobb élet reményében. Egy olyan devians tarsadalom kialakulasat, ahol az alkoholizmus, a
drogok, a blin6zés egy alternativ kiut az emberek szdmara a mindennapok megélhetéséhez, és a
tuléléshez. A fiatalok életében tortént valtozasok, a sziiloktdl vald elszakadas kitolddasa, vagy a
csaladalapitas kérdése, melyek még mind a mai napig fellelhetd problémak.

Megfigyelhetd volt, hogy egyre nagyobb tomegek helyezkedtek el a szolgaltatd szektorban
mindenhol. De az orszagban jol kimutathaté a tarsadalomnal egy foldrajzi elhelyezkedésen ala-
pulo rétegz6dés. Itt nem csak a fovaros, nagyvaros, kisvaros, falu kozotti kiilonbségeket kutatja
(habar itt is nagy kiilonbségek észlelhetok), hanem régionként. A lehetdségek szemszdgébol.
Ahol korabban nagy volt a mezdgazdasagban a foglalkoztatas, ott sokkal nagyobb szazalékban
alakult ki probléma a rendszervaltas utan, amikor a privatizaciok hatasara ez atalakult. Ott, ahol
az iparositas megindult, majd csédbement. Ahol, ha nem volt alaptéke - és a legtobb vizsgalt
embernek nem volt — és nem tudtak céget alapitani, akkor elindult az egyén a lejtén. Valaszut
elé kertilt. Sodrodik, és él a segélyezési rendszer lehetéségével, bevallal barmilyen munkat, ahol
lehet, kevesebbet fog keresni, mintha segélyen élne. Vagy a csaladjat ,,hatrahagyva” kiilf61don,
vagy az orszag mas, fejlettebb régidiban vallal munkat, ami Gjabb kihivasok elé allitja. Magyar-
orszagon az egykeresetii csaladi modell volt sok idén keresztiil jellemz6. Igy a nék helyzetében
a torténelmi visszatekintést is figyelembe véve a rendszervaltas még nagyobb problémakat oko-
zott. A példaként hozott kunhegyesi kutatas ezt jol mutatja. A térségben a ndk feladatai a hazi
munkan, gyermeknevelésen, vagy a haztajizason mar tulmutattak, hiszen a csalad fenntartasa-
hoz nélkiil6zhetetlen volt, hogy 6k is allast vallaljanak. Viszont alacsonyabb iskolai végzettsé-
giik miatt milyen munkat is tudnak vallalni? Arrél mar nem is beszélve, hogy ezt milyen bérért
teszik? Habar megvolt egy bizonyos szintli tarsadalmi halo, azonban a legtobbjiiknek nem tud-
tak munkat biztositani a képességeik, koriilmények miatt. Hidba lett a probléma koziigy, a segé-
lyek elosztiséba belebukott a rendszer. Es a mai napig felmeriilé kérdés: segély vagy munka?
Nem beszélve a sokakat érint6 devianciar6l, mely a csaladokat érintette. A megélhetésért loptak
(pl.: ételt, vagy fat, hogy fiiteni tudjanak télen), a nehézségek miatt megugrott a csaladon beliili
erészak, az alkoholizmus ¢és egy¢b fiiggdségek. A valasok szama is nagyban megndvekedett a
kialakult kdriilmények miatt.

A kunhegyesi példa jol abrazolja a regionalis kiilonbségeket is. Nem csak varosok-falvak,
mezbgazdasagi-ipari régiok kozotti kiilonbségek nagyok az orszagban, hanem példaul a to-
megkozlekedésbol kimaradt régiok elmaradottsaga is megfigyelhetd. Azon varosok (,.kapuva-
rosok™), régiok, melyekben a kiilfoldi befektetok nagyobb potencialt lattak, ugrasszertien fej-
l6dtek, igy még nagyobb lett az orszagon beliili tirsadalmi kiilonbség. A hazai t6kehidny miatt
bekeriilt kiilfoldi befektetések azonban nem a hazai tarsadalom fejlodését adtak, hiszen a haszon
nem itt realizalddott.

Es mindezek milyen példat mutattak és mutatnak mind a mai napig a fiataloknak? Milyen
lehetéségeik voltak és vannak a felndvekvd nemzedékeknek? A munkaerdpiacra valo bekerii-
1¢éstik kilatastalanna valt, hiszen olyan elvéarasokat tdmasztottak veliik szembe, melyeket nem
lehetett teljesiteni (pl.: palyakezdoként gyakorlati id6). A sziildkre olyan teher keriilt, amivel

2 LAKI LAszLO (2021). 4 ,,szinlelt” szocializmusbdl, a ,,szinlelt” kapitalizmusba. Szeged, Belvedere Meridionale. 33.
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nem tudtak a legtobb esetben megkiizdeni. A sajat életiik, a mindennapi tulélés mellett szembe-
stilniiik kellett azzal, hogy a korabbi évekhez, évtizedekhez képest a gyermekeik sokkal késébb
repiilnek ki a csaladi fészekbol. Nehezebben tudnak elhelyezkedni, és igy a csaladok élete még
nehezebbé valt, hiszen hosszabb ideig kellett tamogatniuk a sziiloknek a gyermekeiket. Ami az
alapbdl is szegény koriilmények kozt ¢l0k életét még jobban megnehezitette. Sok csalad nem
tudta biztositani gyermekének a megfeleld oktatast sem. A fiatalok életében a kételyek mellett
kitolodott a csaladalapitas, hiszen ilyen koriilmények, a bizonytalansag, lakhatasi nehézségek
kozott realizalodott benniik, hogy erre nem lehet épitkezni. A munka melletti folyamatos tanu-
las, valamint attol a félelemtdl, hogy elveszitik a mar megszerzett allasukat, a fiatalok prioritasi
rendjében a csaladalapitas hatrébb sorolodott, sajat ¢letiik, értékeik kialakitasaval voltak elfog-
lalva. Eldtérbe kertiltek a korabban elitélt élettarsi viszonyok. Depresszid, deviancia alakult ki,
mely még nagyobb nyomorba sodorta az érintetteket. Hasonldan, mint az egész rendszervaltas-
ra, a csaladok, az iskolai rendszer, az nkormanyzatok, és egészében az allam nem volt erre a
helyzetre felkésziilve. Es ez a helyzet még a felséfoku tanulmanyokat elvégzoket is érintette.
A ,,modernizacids kényszer”, és a vele szembenall6é nehézségek, koriilmények a korabbiaknal
sokkal jobban megnehezitik a fiatalok helyzetét.

A konyvben szerepld interjuk adjak az igazi izEét a tanulmanyoknak. Ett6] lesz 6szinte. Néha
kicsit talan nyersnek tiinnek, de ilyen a vald élet. Igaz emberek, igaz életek, gondolatok, érzé-
sek. Problémak, élethelyzetek, kétségbeesések, kiutkeresések. Es a rendszervaltas utani, jelen-
legi helyzetben is fellelheté problémak. A valtozas okozta nehézségek, melyek a mindennapi
emberek, mindennapi éltét befolyasoljak. Dontések, melyek életeket valtoztatnak meg. Néha jo,
néha rossz irdnyba, és aminek az eredménye csak évekkel késébb realizalodik igazan. Megval-
tozott az élet Magyarorszagon a rendszervaltas utan, ez mindenki szaméra vilagos. Es mindenki
akarta is ezt a valtozast, habar nem biztos, hogy ebben a formédban. A kérdés mar csak az, hogy
az adott helyzetbdl mi lesz. Lehet-e megoldast talalni a tarsadalmi problémakra, hogy ez csak
egy atmeneti helyzet, mely egy tanuldsi folyamat mindenki szamara? A tarsadalmi valtozasok,
legyenek azok kiils6, vagy belsé indittatastak, jo és rossz dontések sorabol all. A kdnyvben
szerepld tanulmanyok, felvetések, életek bemutatasa talan azok szamara, akik elolvassak lehe-
tdséget adnak arra, hogy mindezeket atgondoljak, és inspiralja 6ket a megoldasok keresésére.
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In his new book in Hungarian, Viktor Karady presents us eighteen formerly written essays, more
than a half of them are translations from French, others from English. These translations were
improved, provided with additions that have been appropriate since the majority of the texts
written decades ago.

Reading these texts it can be said that - though the topics are mostly known for those who
deal with social sciences - the focus the author uses is essentially new. Karady is an insider
in French and European sociology as well, thus the point of view he applies in his writings is
unique. He is not only a scholar who studied documents about the results the French sociology
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achieved in the second half of the 20th century but a contributor who worked with the greatest
figures of this era. As a former member of the research circle of Raymond Aron and Pierre
Bourdieu (for a long time as a member of both groups parallelly), he can let the reader experi-
ence the atmosphere of this scientific world, beyond the mere information that sociology text-
books can tell. For example, based on the first, autobiographical study we can see that fortune
accompanied Karady many times during his scientific career. He was a Hungarian refugee in
Paris with poor French knowledge at the start, but after the years he spent in the French academ-
ic system — which he described as alienating — obtained a sociology basic license and a demog-
raphy degree with which he was able to become a well-integrated member in these exclusive
scientific circles. But studying social sciences - as he describes it - gave not enough skills to him
to do be a proper sociologist: “I can tell that everything I know about the ‘profession of a soci-
ologist’ I learned from Bourdieu. I got this knowledge through a kind of ‘osmosis’ like reading
his writings, my presence at his seminars or sometimes at doctoral thesis defenses, or when I
had informal conversations or often phone calls with him, I was able to pick up some crumbs of
his scientific remarks”. ! This is reminiscent of what Albert Szent-Gyorgyi told in an interview
about the role of university training when he visited Hungary in October of 1973. As the Noble
prize winner told the interviewer ‘at first it is a kind of an intellectual hunger what is needed, this
is the important part that remains in the rest of man’s life. Because when I finish my university
training I forget everything and what remains there is this intellectual hunger, and then I follow
to nurture my mind with knowledge, with steadiness...”?

This is what worked in the case of Karady’s too, that is wanting to know more than that a
formal university training can offer, and this is why we can find extra content in each of his es-
says in this volume. The importance of gaining knowledge from practice can be seen from the
story in which he describes the difficulties he needed to go through when he was the editor of the
three-volume Marcel Mauss oeuvre series around 1966-67. Reading this autobiographical story
one can see how much knowledge can derive from such an undertaking when a social scientist’s
task is editing scientific materials and analyzing documents.

All the writings in the book that deal with early French sociology and French cultur-
al or academic life can be regarded as a gold mine for those who are interested in this
epoch, but it is much more useful for those who teach sociology as university teachers.
Numerous studies deal with the foundation of French sociology and the breakthrough of
the Durkheimians. The reader gets a perfect picture of the contemporary French higher
educational system and all those factors that could help or hinder the institutionalization of
the new science, sociology. There is a very interesting fact that helped a lot for sociology:
the Durkheimians were originally philosophers, so they were inside the system and turned
philosophy towards sociological questions. As acknowledged contributors of the field of
human sciences, Durkheimians did not meet maximal resistance from the side of the aca-
demic system. With this advantage, the first theoreticians of sociology could slowly expand
the frames of the social sciences to make room for their new discipline. The four writings
in the book that deal with the ‘foundation syndrome in French sociology’ show how scien-
tifically based sociology has grown itself from ‘mysticism’ to an accepted and blossoming

I KaARADY 2020. 21.
2 Interview with Albert Szent-Gyorgyi, 8-19" of october 1973.
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discipline. And we can also see how Durkheimians helped other disciplines — such as eth-
nology — join the academic system.

Karadi also provides in-depth analyzes of the fact that, although ethnology wanted to estab-
lish itself on a strictly scientific basis from the beginning, it was only about half a century later
that this discipline could take its roots in the French academic environment. The insight Karadi
provides through these studies clearly shows the general resistance of the traditional way of the
late nineteenth century French academic world against everything that was new or not ‘French’
by its origin. The long neglect of ethnology is because French scientific circles were not willing
to accept it as a normative science, so this discipline — unlike the German, English, or American
models — could not develop and grow. Ethnology as a new science was not able to present the
kind of historicity that could have made it worthy to become a part of the higher culture and the
education system. Ethnology had nothing to present that would have made its themes and objects
worthy of national celebration. There were no great historical events or figures among its topics
that French scientific circles could have admired. That is why ethnology could not become a
normative science. Moreover, since ethnology concentrated on different foreign peoples, tribes,
etc., the imprints of French ethnocentrism could not reflect through it, nor could the greatness of
the French nation be cheered at the sight of the results of this discipline. The ‘archivist’s rigor’ of
the French academic system, therefore, did not find a catch on it that would have made it part of
the university curriculum. In addition, ethnography used an illegal way of acquiring knowledge,
i.e. its researcher did not use to visit the library or the archives — the realm of classical canonized
knowledge — but traveled to visit distant cultures and foreign countries. All of this was completely
incomparable with the typical figure of a French scientist who obtains information from classical
knowledge. The scientist who is seeking recognition in the French scientific life is therefore not
working on trying new methods, or leaving the urban area, but using the source of the classical
knowledge as deeply as possible, then undertakes a job as a teacher at a university or at a high
school to achieve the desired academic position over a long period of years, Karady points out.
Thus ethnology, as a new scientific territory that uses the observation of everyday life and also
fieldwork, had no chance in its early stage of development to gain admission to the French aca-
demic environment around the end of the nineteenth century. For this reason, French ethnography
had to build its framework and publicity outside the academic sphere, with the involvement of
various entrepreneurs, travelers, colonial officials as contributing persons. In France, the process
of becoming a formal knowledge for Ethnology could therefore only take place decades later.
Apart from this Ethnology could more or less become a part of the scientific world by publishing
its results as a co-science of physical anthropology. Because of this linkage, Ethnology had to ac-
cept evolutionism as a guiding principle, and the foreign cultures needed to be regarded through
this optic. Thus, Ethnology remained a kind of descriptive empiricism without well-developed
standards until the reorganization of the university research system by the French state after the
first World War. Ethnology, as a social science that examines real social facts needed to wait until
the Durkheimians’ breakthrough to find a decent place in the academic system. Durkheim and his
colleagues (Mauss, Hubert, Fauconnet, Davy, Hertz, and Richard) often used the data extracted
by ethnology to support their theoretical works, and as a result, Ethnology was gradually intro-
duced into the University’s acknowledged disciplines. The University of Paris finally founded its
Ethnological Institute in 1925, with a great delay though.
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Karady devotes several studies in this volume to the interpretation of some Hungarian-re-
lated aspects of the history of sociology from different perspectives. He makes his claims with
strong empirical data, such as mentions in newspapers and magazines, and when it is possible he
uses prosopography. He examines, for example the use of foreign literature related to sociology
during the Austrian-Hungarian Monarchy, the Horthy era, and the Kadar regime as well as the
times after the regime change of 1989-1990. As he claims ‘During the strong German-centric-
ity as the member of the Monarchy, post-feudal Hungary can therefore rightly be considered
as a German cultural colony”, but even before the end of the first world war, there is a grow-
ing demand for the use of French and English scientific sources as well. We can see from the
data collected by Karady that in the Hungarian sociological journals of the first decades of the
twentieth century a significant part of the sources of publications are in foreign languages. It
is German and French in the 1910s and 1920s, then English appears strongly from the 1930s,
and by 1944 the latter precedes the French sources. The period until 1944 was — according to
Karady — a more or less free scientific development process of sociology even in the semi-feudal
eras of the Monarchy and the Horthy-system, but the studies also show off the times ruled by the
communist party Karady leads us through these decades as well, showing that apart from a few
(more or less) free years and democratic development after 1945, the circumstances of academic
research how greatly changed after 1948. All educational institutions, like book publishing, the
press, and all cultural or intellectual activities were nationalized by the communists. The social
sciences were strictly limited to its Marxist-Leninist versions and sociology soon after 1948 was
banned for decades. All the university curriculums were transformed based on bolshevik pat-
terns, but we can of course read about the improving situation regarding sociology from 1970,
the weakening communist influence, and the times after 1989 when the Hungarian academic
life needed to adapt to the western patterns again, and the communist type higher education
structure needed major transformations to be able to connect to the western academic models.

All in all, Karady’s new book is a very important one that offers deeper insight into the histo-
ry of sociology and the social sciences as well. It can be (and hopefully the future volumes will
be too) regarded a compulsory background material, especially for teaching.
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Szent Laszlo, a ,,lovagkiraly” emlékezete, tisztelete 1ényeges dsszetevdje a magyar 6nazonos-
sagnak. Fontos, hogy a magyar kultaraban é16 ember hiteles ismeretekhez jusson mind Szent
Laszl6 torténelmi személyiségérdl, mind pedig az alakjat 6vez6 legendakrol, hagyomanyok-
rol, vagyis a szent kirdly tiszteletének torténetérél. A hataron tuli magyarsag segitésén fara-
doz6 Bethlen Géabor Alap Zrt. friss kotetét kézbe véve torténészként leginkabb arra lehetiink
kivancsiak: miben mond ujat a jelen kiadvany a ,lovagkiralyr6l” eddig megjelent , klasszikus”
miivekhez képest? A tartalomjegyzéket atfutva kijelenthetjiik: a tanulmanyok témajuk kivalo
szakembereinek tollabol valok. Ha vallaljuk a szellemi kalandot, és elolvassuk a konyvet, az
irodalomjegyzék bongészését sem hagyva ki, megallapithatjuk, hogy a szinvonalas munkak a
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legfrissebb szakirodalom felhasznalasaval késziiltek, és vitatott témakban is allast foglalnak.
A vélogatas nem annyira Szent Laszl6 életrajzara dsszpontosit — bar életének fontosabb rész-
leteirdl is olvashatunk a kotetben — inkabb a lovagkiraly késobbi emlékezete all a figyelem
kozéppontjaban.

Thoroczkai Gébor Szent Laszl6 torvényeit ismerteti. A kirdly nevét 6rz6 harom térvény-
konyv a hagyomanyos szdmozassal forditott sorrendben keletkezet: legkorabbi a III. torvény-
konyv, legkésdbbi az 1. szamu, mely az 1092 majusaban tartott szabolcsi zsinat hatarozatait fog-
lalja magaban. Ezek a jogi forrasok viszonylag kései — 15-16. szazadi — kéziratokban maradtak
rank. A torvényeket elemz06 tanulmany szamos sajatossagra, tendenciara kitér. Megtudhatjuk,
hogy torvényalkotd korlatozta azt az archaikus lehetéséget, hogy az egyhazi helyek menedé-
kiil szolgéljanak blinosok szamara. A torvényekben sz6 esik a kdborlokrol és tolvajokrol. A
vandorlas jelenségét Thoroczkay részben nomad életmoddal, részben a szolgdk uraiktdl valo
menekiilésével magyarazza. Zsoldos Attila részérél tijabban felmeriilt a vandormozgalom/ko-
borlas kritikaja, Thoroczkay szerint azonban a tolvajlassal 6sszekapcsolédd vandormozgalom
f6 problémaja volt ennek a kornak. A tanulmany egyebek kozt arra is valaszt keres, mi allhat
a szabolcsi zsinatnak a papok els6 hazassagat engedélyez6 hatarozata mogott. Van, aki bizanci
hatassal, mas a csaszarparti ellenpapa allaspontjaval magyardzza, a szerz6 azonban inkabb arra
hajlik, hogy olya nyugat-eur6pai joggytijtemény hatasa érvényesiilhetett hazankban, mely nem
tartalmazta a nds férfiak pappa szentelésének tilalmat.

Zsoldos Attila vilagi intézmények valtozasarol szol6 irdsaban részletesen foglalkozik Mo-
son megye kialakulasaval. Eleinte Gy6r varmegye hatarvidéke, confiniuma volt. Miutan Sala-
mon kiraly 1074-ben elvesztette a mogyorddi csatat unokafivéreivel, Géza és Laszl6 hercegek-
kel szemben, Moson és Pozsony varai jelentettek szdmara menedéket. Szent Laszl6 1079 koriil
foglalta el téle Mosont, ekkortajt szerveztek ott 6nallé varmegyét. Confinium-ok kdzott Moson
az egyetlen, mely 6nall6 varmegyévé valt.

Zsoldos Attila elmélete szerint a ducatus (hercegség) intézménye eleinte Bihar mellett a Ba-
ranya térségére terjedt ki. Az 1060-es, 1070-as évek fordulojan Géza herceg elcserélte a herceg-
ség baranyai rész¢ét Nyitrara. Ezt a lehetdséget Zsoldos Attila 6sszekapcsolja a székelység van-
dorlasarol vallott elméletével. Az udvarhelyi székelyeket telegdi székelyeknek nevezték, Telegd
pedig Bihar megyében van. Az udvarhelyi székelyek nyelvjardsa a baranyai, valkoi nyelvjaras-
hoz hasonlit. Zsoldos Attila feltételezi, hogy a székelyek a baranyai térségbdl Biharba vandorol-
tak, hogy védjék a dukatust a Salamon kezén 1év6 Erdély fel6l. Szent Laszl6 tronra 1épése utan
Laszl6 Biharbol a Karpatok térségébe telepitette a bihari székelyeket, hogy a keleti nomadoktol
védjék Erdélyt. Mindez magyarazza a székelység korében eleven Szent Laszlo-tiszteletet.

Solymosi Laszl6 a szent kiraly kultuszanak kialakuldsaval foglalkozott. Megallapitja, hogy
Szent Laszlot egyszer temették el, Nagyvaradon: a somogyvari temetés gondolata egy dsszetett
latin mondat modern kori félreértése révén terjedt el. Maga a temetés fontos kiinduld pontja
lehetett a kiraly kultuszanak. Solymosi vazolja a tisztelet fejlodésének elemeit, elutasitva azt
az allaspontot, hogy III. Béla sajat hatalmanak megerésitése érdekében akarta szentté avattatni
Laszl6 kiralyt. Solymosi a szentté avatas kronologiajat is vazolja: I11. Celesztin papa valoszinii-
leg 1191-ben allitotta ki a sziikséges bullat, Gregorius de Sancto Apostolo biboros jelenlétében,
1192 nyaran torténhetett a f6ldi maradvanyok kiemelése (elevatio) és atvitele (translatio). Soly-
mosi Laszlo megallapitasa szerint a kanonizalas eldtt tanuk kihallgatasara is sor keriilt. A szentté
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avatasrol szo6l6 papai oklevél nem maradt fonn, I1I. Kelemen és I1I. Celesztin papa regisztrum-
kétetei pedig elvesztek. Klaniczay Gabor korabban a tantivallomasokkal kapcsolatban mashova
helyezte a hangsulyokat.

Szovak Kornal ramutat a Szent Laszlo-legenda, valamint a kronikaban megérzott elbe-
szélések kozti kiilonbségre. Fontos kérdés: melyik késziilt korabban? Szovak Kornél szerint
a kronikavaltozatot irtdk el6bb. A kronika megemlékezik az angyalhozta korona, a ldndzsara
futd hermelin, az agancsain gyertyakat viseld szarvas és az angyalok altal védelmezett Laszlo
legendas torténetérdl. Ezeket a kronikaban olvashato torténeteket a legenda szerzéje melldzte,
bizonyara azért, mert a legenda ir6jat nem érdekelték a politikai csodak, és nem kivanta részle-
tezni Laszlonak Salamonnal, a koronas kirallyal valo viszalyat.

Szovak Kornél vazolja hagiografikus irodalmunk fejlédését a csodak abrazolasa terén. Szent
Istvan legkorabbi legendaiban viszonylag kevés csoddnak mindsithet6 eseményt talalunk, Szent
Laszl6 legendaiban mar tobb a folklor-motivum: a sereget taplaldo szarvasok a bibliai man-
na-csodara emlékeztetnek, Laszlo koporsojaval emberi vezetés nélkiil Varad felé indulo szekér
bibliai el6képe a Frigyladat szallité szekér, mely Isten akaratabol éri el céljat. Laszlo sirjara
mutato csillag a betlehemi csillagra emlékeztet. Szovak Kornél szerint a kronika inkabb Laszlo
kegyességét domboritja ki, a legenda pedig a békeziiségét. Amikor a legenda irdja oroszlan-
hoz hasonl6 nagy kezekkel abrazolta Laszlot, az Arisztotelésznek tulajdonitott Phisiognomia
c. munka hatasara irhatott. Létezik olyan legendavaltozat, mely Laszl6 végtagjait Priamoshoz
hasonlitja. Meglehet, hogy egy 13. szazadi masol6 nem egészen értette az oroszlanos szoképet,
és a trojai habort divatos torténetének kiralyaval helyettesitette be.

A legenda szerint Szent Laszlot felkérték a keresztes hadjarat vezetésére. Veszprémy Laszlo
arra keres valaszt, hogy ez a fordulat miért keriilhetett a legendédba. Megallapitasa szerint fiktiv
fordulatrol van sz6, mely Osszekapcsolja az elsé keresztes hadjarat meghirdetése el6tt elhunyt
Laszlo kiralyt II1. Bélaval, aki a valoban segitette a kereszteseket, s6t maga is késziilt a Szent-
foldre. Veszprémy tobb olyan 12. szazadban szentté avatott személyre hoz példat, akiket legen-
dajuk 6sszekapcsolni enged a keresztes eszménnyel. A 10. szazadban élt Rosendo a vikingek,
majd a szaracénokkal szemben allt helyt. 1173-ban iktattak a szentek soraba, majd 1195-ben az
a III. Celesztin papa erdsitette meg a kanonizalast, aki Laszl6 kirdlyunkat is szentté avatta. II.
Henrik német kiraly legendaja szerint ,,sz1avok, lengyelek, csehek™ ellen vonult. Kanonizacids
bullajat 1146-ban allitottak ki. Az 6 esetében a szerzd arra is ramutat, hogy milyen kiilonbségek
fesziilnek Henrik kortars forrasokbol ismerhetd hadjaratai és a 12. szazadi legendajaba irtak
kozott. Knud Lavard, dan kiraly (1096—-1131) a szlav obodridokat téritette meg, 6t 1169-ben al-
litottak ki kanonizacios bullajat. Bambergi Ott6 piispok a szlav pomeranok kdzott ért el misszi-
0s sikereket. 1189-ben avattak szentté. Mas forrassal ugyan nem igazolhato, de Trogiri (Traui)
Szent Janos, Trau piispokének legendédjaban az all, hogy Trau varosat tdmadtak a szaracénok.
Jénos plispok 1192-ben tortént kanonizalasa osszefligghet Lasz16 kiraly szentté avatasaval.

Toth Csaba a magyar pénzeken lathatd Szent Laszlo-abrazolas valtozasat vizsgalta. Laszlo
sajat uralma idején is lathat6 volt a pénzen, de ezek az abrazolasok nem sokban kiilonboztek
elédje — Salamon — valamint utédai — Kalman ¢és II. Béla — pénzén lathatd portréktdl. Nagy
Lajos kiraly aranyforintjan a kezében csatabarddal jelenitették meg Szent Laszlot, és a 14. sza-
zadban kedvelt fegyverkabatban (pourpoint) dbrazoltak. Nagy Lajos eziistgarasan tronon iilve is
lathatjuk Laszl6 kiralyt. Matyas kiraly idejében, az 1470-es évektdl az aranyforint egyik oldalan
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Szent Laszl6, a masikon Sziliz Maria lathatd, vagyis ugyanazon az érmén jelenik meg a magyar-
sag két nagy égi partfogoja. II. Ulaszlo koraban fennmaradt olyan arany guldiner veret, melyen
lovon iilve lathato a csatabardos Laszl6 kiraly, fején a Szent Koronaval, folétte lebeg a gyermek
Jézust kezében tartd Sziizanya. Ulaszlo cseh kiraly is volt, ezzel magyarazhatd, hogy arany pro-
baveretén a csehek nagy szentjét, Vencelt is megjelenitették a csatabardos Laszlo mellett. Ez az
érme valoszintileg Csehorszagban késziilt. Toth Csaba végigvezet azon a folyamaton, melynek
soran Laszl6 a 17. szazadra eltlinik a magyar pénzekrdl. Habsburg felségteriileten II. Matyas
(1608-1619), Erdélyben Bathori Gabor (1608—1613) idején abrazoltak utoljara Szent LaszIot a
pénzen. Mind a Habsburg uralom alatt allé6 Magyar Kiralysagban, mind Erdélyben az aktualis
uralkodoét kezdték megjeleniteni az érmeken.

Szakécs Béla Zsolt Szent Laszlo koranak épitészetét tekintette at. A varadi és zagrabi szé-
kesegyhazak mellett a gyulafehérvari székesegyhdazat is elemzi, figyelembe véve a 15. szdzad
végén iré Laskai Osvat hiradasat. A késo kozépkori ferences szerzd ugyanis Varadon kiviil
a gyulafehérvari piispdkséget is Szent Laszlo alapitasanak tartotta. A fenti székesegyhazak
kezdeti idoszakanak alapos attekintésébol kideriil, hogy viszonylag kevés olyan maradvanyt
ismeriink, mely biztosan Szent Laszlo korinak mondhaté. Pécs, Eger, Gy6r és Vac székes-
egyhazardl is olvashatunk, hisz ezeket a templomokat is a 11-12. szdzad forduldjan épitették.
Szakacs Béla szamba veszi a Szent Laszldval kapcsolatba hozhato apatsagokat. Ezek k6zol a
somogyvari monostor maradvanyairdl lehet leginkabb érdemben beszélni. Bata, Szentjobb,
Mogyordd is szerepelnek az elemzésben. A kronika szerint Szent Laszld a mogyorddi csata
elétt Szent Martonnak tesz fogadalmat, hogy templomot épit tiszteletére. Mogyordd kozelében
azonban csak Szent Gyorgy tiszteletére szentelt apatsagrol tudunk. Itt érdemes Veszprémy
Laszl6 gondolatara hivatkozni: 6 arra hivja fel a figyelmet, hogy a kozeli Isaszegen valoban
Szent Marton a templom véddszentje. Szakacs Béla attekintésében Kolozsmonostor, Kolos
¢és Hahot is helyet kap: utobbi Szakacs Béla szerint inkabb a 12. szazadban Magyarorszagra
érkezett Hahot nemzetség alapitasa lehet. A tanulmanyban falusi és esperességi templomok-
r6l is olvashatunk. Szakas Béla attekintésébodl kideriil, hogy mig egyes helyeken tovabb élt
a palmettas stilus, a 11. szazadban megjelent a figuralis abrazolas is. A 11. szazad legvégén
meghonosodott Magyarorszagon a korszertinek szamitod, haromhajoés, ,,bencés templomtipus”,
mint a somogyvari apatsag temploma.

Jékely Zsombor tanulmanya Szent Laszl6 kunok elleni csatajanak kodzépkori képciklusa-
it elemzi. Az el6képekhez sorolja a 13. szazadi francia kiralyi udvarhoz kothetd o6szovetsé-
gi képciklusokat, melyet IX. Lajos keresztes hadjaratat voltak hivatva alatamasztani. Jékely
tanulmanya idérendben tekinti at a Karpat-medence templomainak Szent Laszlo-ciklusait, az
Anjou-kor, Zsigmond kiraly ideje, végil a kés6 gotika korat taglalva, a mecénésok kilétét is
kutatva. A legkorabbi abrazolasok kozé sorolhat6 a felvidéki Kakaslomnic, mely stilus tekinte-
tében rokon az 1317-ben késziilt — Anjou Karoly koronazasat abrazolo — szepeshelyi falképpel.
A poniki templom ciklusat felirata 1478-ra datalja. Felsdlovo ciklusat Jékely szerint az osztrak
szakirodalom magyarazza helyesen: a ciklus a Teremtés konyvének jeleneteit abrazolja, vagyis
tordlni kell a Szent Laszlo-ciklusok sorabol. Tuz Osvat zagrabi piispok 1469-ben oltart készit-
tetett Zagrabon: eredetiben nem maradt fonn, de 17. szdzadi leirasa szerint ciklus-szertien bra-
zolta Szent L4szl6 harcat a lanyrabloval. Mas templomokbdl ugyancsak ismeriink Szent Laszld
tiszteletére allitott oltarokat.
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A 2015-ben elhunyt Kerny Terézia tanulmanya ugyancsak helyet kapott a kdtetben, a kerlési
csata székelyfoli abrazolasairdl. A kutatond szélesebb miivészeti és torténelmi dsszefliggésrend-
szerben elemzi a templomok Szent Laszlo-ciklusait. Felveti annak lehet6ségét, hogy a homo-
roédszentmartoni templom ciklusan Szent Lasz16 el6tt térdepld alak Nagy Lajos kiraly lehet, aki
1352-ben, a litvan hadjarat utan Nagyvaradra jott, hogy halat adjon Szent Laszl6 kozbenjarasa-
ért. A szent kirdly harcét abrazold ciklusokon nem egy esetben latjuk Antiochiai Szent Margit
vértanusagat. Kerny Terézia arra emlékeztet, hogy Nagy Lajos kiraly elso feleségét is Margitnak
hivtak. Tovabbi dsszefiiggés, hogy a Lackfi csalad 6sanyjat ugyancsak Margitnak hivtak (Szeri
Po6sa Margit). A Lacki csalad azért kiilonosen fontos Szent Laszlo tiszteletét elemezve, mert
1345-ben, Szent Laszl6 kdzbenjarasaval gyézelmet aratd székely—magyar seregnek Lackfi And-
ras volt a vezére. Kerny Terézia a fentieken tul a székelyfoldi festmények tobb mas izgalmas
részletére, és ezek értelmezési lehetdségeire hivja fel a figyelmet, a Nagy Lajos kori torténelem
behato ismerete birtokaban. A 14. szdzad masodik felében, a Székelyf61don rovid id6 alatt elter-
jedt Szent Laszlo-ciklusok kozponti akaratra késziilhettek, a kiraly, vagy ,,hozza hii barok, talan
a Lackfiak kezdeményezésére”.

Magyar Zoltan Szent Laszl6 alakjanak a moldvai hagyomanyokban 6rzott emlékét kutatja.
Olvashatunk a moldvai kalyhacsempérol, melyeken a csatabardos lovas hos lathato. Egészen
egyedi modon folyokhoz is kapcsolodik Szent Laszlo-monda, miszerint folydmedret hozott 1ét-
re a kardjanak htizadsaval. Ezek a mondak Magyar Zoltan szerint talan annak emlékét 6rzik,
hogy valaha Moldva kézepén, a Szaraz Szeretnél lehetett a keleti hatara a Magyar Kiralysagnak.
Részletesen foglalkozik a hushagyasrol sz616 mondavaltozatokkal. 17. szazadi roman kézirat
6rizte meg az 1500-as éveknél kordbban lejegyzett Magyar Evkonyv leirasat. Eszerint a had-
jératbol gydztesen visszatérd kiraly hushagyas napjan ér haza, de engedélyt kap plispokeitol,
,,hogy még harom napot mulathasson” és kedden hagyjon htist. Hasonl6 tartalmi mondat ma-
gyar nyelven is meg6rzott a nép. Ezek az elbeszélések magyaraztak, hogy a katolikus magyarok
korében miért kezdddott késdbb bdjt, mint az ortodox romanoknal. Magyar Zoltan tanulmanya
arra is ramutat, hogy Szent Laszl6 idejében, a szabolcsi zsinat szerint a magyarok vasarnap
hagytak hust, ellentétben a ,,latinokkal”. Magyar Zoltan tanulmanyahoz érdemes hozzatenni,
hogy a lengyel kultaraban is megtaladljuk a nyugati fegyelemhez képest korabbi bojtkezdet ko-
vetelményét, és e kovetelményt magyarazd legendat.!

A kotet végén idérendi tablazat segiti Szent Laszlo életében valo tajékozodast. A zagrabi
plispokség alapitasa 1094. évnél szerepel. A piispdkség alapitasarol hirt add, II. Béla korabeli
oklevél — Felician érsek itéletlevele — nem emliti meg az alapitas évét. A szakirodalomban valo-
ban felmeriil az 1094. év lehetésége, Kormendy Tamas azonban nemrégiben meggy6zden érvelt
amellett, hogy Laszl6 még a tengermelléki Horvatorszag 1091-ben tortént meghoditasa el6tt
alapithatta a zagrabi pilispokséget.?

A gazdagon illusztralt kotet jelen formajaban is igen tartalmas, mindamellett jegyezziik meg:
tovabbi témak is esziinkbe juthatnak, melyek a Szent Lasz16rdl vald tudomanyos eszmecserét
gazdagithatjak. A nagy kiradly egyhazszervez6i munkéja, honvédo és hoditd habortinak kérdése,
' ROMAN MICHALOWSKI (2004): The Nine-Week Lent in Boleslaus the Brave’s Poland. A Study of the First Piasts’

Religious Policy. Acta Poloniae Historica vol. 89. 5-50.; HALMAGYT MIKLOs (2019): A bojti fegyelem és a
kozosségtudat. Deliberationes 12. évf. 2. sz. 54—68.

2 KOrMENDI TaMAS (2012): A zagrabi plspokség alapitasi éve. In Bagi Déniel — Fedeles Tamas — Kiss Gergely
(szerk.): ,, Koztes-Eurépa” vonzdsaban. Unnepi tanulmdnyok Font Marta tiszteletére. Pécs. 329 —341.
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az emlékét 6rz6 szépirodalom ¢€s filmmiivészet ugyancsak méltd az elemz6 feldolgozasra. Ne
legyiink azonban telhetetlenek! Bodvai Andras szerkesztésében megvalosult kotet a szent kiraly
emlékezetének jelentds részét atfogja, a tanulmanyok végén all6 irodalomjegyzék pedig tovabbi
tajékozodasra ad lehet6séget az érdeklédék szamara. A kiadvany végén olvashatd angol nyelvii
Osszefoglalok a magyarul nem érték szamara is képet adnak a tanulmanyok tartalmarol. Azt se
feledjiik, hogy a kotet egy sorozat része. A Bethlen Gébor Alap Zrt. jovoltabdl a magyar torté-
nelem tovabbi fontos személyiségeirdl — Matyas kiralyrol és Rakoczi Ferencrdl — is olvashat a
Karpat-medencei kultara irant érdekl6d6 kozonség, hatarainkon innen és tul.
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