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CRISIS SOCIETY AND POLITICS IN CONTEMPORARY WORLD m

NEoLIBERALISM AND THE RED PiLL:

How ANbrew Tate Usep PopuList Discourse 1o SPReap ONLINE MisoGyny

Vlad Bujdei-Tebeica

Introduction

m Online misogyny, the red pill movement and incel culture have been extensively
studied over the past decade (Moloney 2018; Ging 2017; Byerly 2020; Van Valken-
burgh 2018). Despite this, none of these concepts gained anywhere near the same
attention as Andrew Tate in 2022. While relevant in and of themselves, they were
relegated to specific online communities such as r/TheRedPill, some sub-forums on
the 4/chan social media platform, theredpillroom.blogspot.ie, angryharry.com and
manosphere.com (Ging 2017). On the other hand, at his peak, in July—August 2022,
Andrew Tate was being searched for 25 times more frequently on search engines
than all of these concepts combined’. This article examines how, using a combina-
tion of neoliberal and populist ideology, Andrew Tate managed to capacitate an
already frustrated online community of young men to create and spread his con-
tent online voluntarily. In this case, these communities act within the wider virtual
civil society of the internet and serve as an example of how civil society can also
be a space for the proliferation of harmful and divisive ideologies, in this instance,
misogyny, anti-feminism and the commaodification of women.

This article examines the construction of Tate's discourse and the method of
discourse dissemination through online social media platforms to understand its
popularity. Building on extensive References about the red pill movement, internet
“manosphere,” PUA culture, incel culture, and related sub-cultures, the study recon-
textualises them as populist discourse, offering a Manichean view of society where
women supplant men’s power. The first section, “Red-Pill Populism,” explores
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ms CHANGING THE PATH

the theoretical foundations of populism and online misogyny, highlighting their
shared exploitation of social tensions, disempowerment, and nostalgia for an ide-
alised past.

This simplification of complex issues into binary oppositions attracts those
seeking clear answers and scapegoats for their grievances.

The second step is understanding that online misogynistic sub-cultures operate
under a neoliberal ideological framework in which women are subject to com-
modity fetishisation (Van Valkenburgh 2018). In the second section, “Neoliberal
Misogyny,” the study investigates the intersection of neoliberalism and misogyny
in shaping gender dynamics within the red pill community. The analysis explores
the ways in which neoliberal subjectivation, with its focus on entrepreneurship,
expertise, and expectations, reinforces and perpetuates hegemonic masculinity,
marginalising alternative masculinities and further entrenching gender stereotypes
and power imbalances.

Lastly, “Discourse and Method Analysis” examines the content of Andrew Ta-
te’s discourse throughout 2022, focusing on his social media output and other
online materials. This section provides insights into the key themes and messages
that characterise Tate's ideology and the methods and techniques he employs to
promote his worldview and garner a substantial following within the incel and
red-pill communities.

Methodology and article structure

This study seeks to create a framework for understanding the ideology be-
hind Andrew Tate’s discourse. It identifies the main channels of discursive output
and defines the critical components of Tate's ideological framing of the world.
The primary approach to analysing the data is discourse analysis, focusing on 39
hours of audio-visual material of Andrew Tate (occasionally accompanied by his
brother, Tristan Tate, who also shares his worldview), as well as a book which also
reflects Tate's perspective on life and is aptly titled “The Tate Bible”. The audio-
visual material is split into three distinct formats: podcasts, interviews and online
courses. These are long-format videos, ranging from half an hour to two and a
half hours. The podcast is titled ,Emergency Meeting” and features Andrew Tate
and his brother Tristan. In the interviews, Andrew Tate is a guest on various other
online shows. This allows him to expand his reach and audience beyond his own,
and it is the principal vehicle that has allowed him to create viral soundbites which
have been propagated throughout the internet. Last but not least, this study looks
at the audio-visual content of Andrew Tate’s so-called “Hustlers University”, an
online course in which he promises to teach would-be students the secrets to his
lifestyle and how they can replicate his principles in order to achieve financial suc-
cess. These three audio-visual formats were subjected to qualitative media analy-
sis (Rogers, 2005), an inductive method where patterns, themes, and categories
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emerge from the data through a systematic and iterative process of observation,
interpretation, and comparison.

Red-Pill Populism

Populism has always been charged with various meanings and interpretations,
making it difficult to provide a single, universally accepted definition (Betz 1998;
Mudde 2004; Abi-Hassan 2017). Despite this complexity, populism can generally
be understood as a political approach or ideology that emphasises the distinction
between “the people” and “the elite,” often proposing that the will of the people
should be the primary driver of political decision-making.

Perhaps the most cited definition of the concept belongs to Mudde, who ar-
gues that populism is a Manichean ideology in which the corrupt elite and the
pure people are at fundamental odds and that politics must represent the will
of the people (Mudde 2004). However, Jan-Werner Mdller goes beyond this defi-
nition, arguing that populists do not simply claim to represent the people, but
they, in fact, claim monopoly to that representation (Muller 2016). This, in essence,
translates to a fundamentally anti-pluralistic dimension that does not allow for
other types of representation in society, except for the interests of ‘the people’.

Online misogyny, on the other hand, often revolves around the dichotomy be-
tween “real men” (ie., straight, heteronormative men) and queer individuals, as
well as women. This dichotomy frequently establishes a hierarchy that positions
the “real men” as dominant and superior while denigrating and marginalising the
others. Similar to populism, the ,red-pill” relies on the construction of a com-
mon enemy, or “other”, to validate its ideologies and create a sense of belonging
among its adherents.

The parallel between the two can be seen in the way both populism and online
misogyny exploit social tensions, feelings of disempowerment or marginalisation,
and the desire for a return to an idealised past or status quo. By simplifying com-
plex social, economic, and cultural issues into binary oppositions, both phenomena
can attract individuals seeking clear answers and scapegoats for their grievances.

Moreover, social media has significantly contributed to the spread of populist
and misogynistic ideas by providing platforms for dissemination and fostering
echo chambers. Feminist media studies depict online misogyny as attempts to
dominate and control women. However, a sociological perspective links these acts
to gender stratification and masculinities, positioning them as part of a broader
system perpetuating hegemonic power structures. In this sense, online misogyny
adheres to heterosexist, cisnormative frameworks governing social interactions,
devaluing deviations from binary constructs of sex, gender, and compulsory het-
erosexuality. (Moloney, 2018).
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Neoliberal misogyny

Neoliberalism often applies market-based logic to various aspects of life, includ-
ing social relationships. In the context of the red pill movement, this manifests as
viewing dating and relationships through the lens of economic transactions, with
men and women engaging in a marketplace of potential partners. This perspective
reinforces commodification and objectification and perpetuates gender stereo-
types and power imbalances.

We can see the effects of neoliberalism within the red-pill community by fo-
cusing on its modes of subjectivation, which involve the ways in which postwar
governance has shaped individual identities through various discourses, strategies,
and techniques. Three dimensions of neoliberal subjectivation are relevant to this
study: entrepreneurship, expertise, and expectations (Bratich—Weiser, 2019). Entre-
preneurship emphasises self-driven, individualised, and self-managed approaches
to life, while expertise denotes reliance on self-help discourses, training mech-
anisms, and pedagogic figures to guide one’s actions. Additionally, confidence
emerges as a crucial value and goal at the intersection of these two dimensions in
the process of neoliberal subjectivation (Gill-Orgad, 2017).

The third dimension, expectations, pertains to the gendered aspects of con-
fidence-building, specifically the masculine expectations associated with social
reproduction (including biological, care work, emotional support, and comfort)
that underpin this individualism. In this context, neoliberal “individualism” is not
solely about individual autonomy but also relies on interdependence — manag-
ing resources (including utilising others as instruments) and trusting experts as
guides. This study argues that neoliberalism shapes individual identities in a way
that fosters self-reliance and confidence while simultaneously relying on gendered
expectations and expert guidance.

The third wave of post-World War Il neoliberal cynicism is characterised by a
pervasive pessimism regarding the possibility of an alternative global order. The
emphasis on limited resources and the notion of the “selfish gene” serves as a
stark reminder of the existential significance of human subjectivity and life ex-
perience, which is reduced to fulfilling desires in the present moment (Amadae
2016). Additionally, neoliberalism reinforces individualism and competition, align-
ing with traditionally masculine traits such as self-reliance and competitiveness.
Consequently, this environment rewards and perpetuates hegemonic masculinity,
as men adhering to these norms are more likely to succeed in a neoliberal society,
thereby marginalising those who defy traditional gender roles, including women
and non-conforming men.
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Discourse and method analysis

Part of the success Tate's discourse has had online is due to pre-existing condi-
tions already embedded within both online and offline spaces. As Lise Gotell and
Emily Dutton (2016) analysed back in 2016, sexual violence towards women was
emerging as a new focus of the men'’s rights movement. This sought to undermine
the criticism that feminism was bringing to rape culture and paint it as simply mor-
al panic. Even back in 2013, Canadian university campuses formed groups explicitly
targeting young men that would criticise rape culture figures (Gotell-Dutton 2016).
For over a decade, men’s rights movements have stoked young men’s anxieties
towards consent standards and shifting gender and sexual norms.

Andrew Tate is a British-American businessman, former kickboxer, and social
media personality who emerged in 2022 as a prominent figurehead of the red pill
movement. Tate's trajectory towards prominence started with his participation
in the UK reality television series “Big Brother” in 2016, subsequently augment-
ing his public visibility and fostering the growth of his online persona. Seizing
the opportunity presented by his increased notoriety, Tate disseminated content
promulgating his contentious perspectives on masculinity, interpersonal relation-
ships, and self-enhancement. His ideologies and way of life struck a chord within
the incel and red-pill communities, facilitating the development of a substantial
following. Advocating red pill philosophy, which posits that society is covertly fe-
male-dominated and endeavours to “enlighten” men to this purported reality, Tate
has evolved into an influential figure within the movement. His entrepreneurial
pursuits, self-improvement discourses, and his unabashed promotion of tradition-
al-conservative ideals of masculinity have solidified his standing as a preeminent
authority within the red pill milieu.

Tate's following primarily consists of young men actively participating in online
communities promoting misogyny, such as the manosphere and the incel commu-
nity. The manosphere is an umbrella term for a collection of websites, forums, and
social media spaces devoted to discussing men'’s issues, often from a perspective
that challenges or criticises feminist viewpoints. The incel community, or “invol-
untary celibates,” represents a subset of the manosphere, primarily composed of
men who express frustration and resentment over their perceived inability to form
romantic or sexual relationships with women.

In terms of how exactly Andrew Tate grew his online social media presence,
he did so through the affiliate marketing program of his online academy, Hustler’s
University. The program enabled his followers to earn commissions for signing up
new members and encouraged them to post videos of him to maximise referrals.
This strategy led to thousands of videos being posted on social media, generat-
ing numerous referrals and propelling Tate to viral fame. In essence, Tate created a
Ponzi scheme by making his followers believe that they were pursuing their own
financial freedom while, at the same time, they were contributing to his viralisation
throughout social media.

CiviL REViEwW = SPeciAL 1ssue 2023 9
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An Observer investigation revealed that followers were explicitly encouraged
to create “arguments” and “war” by posting deliberately controversial clips that
would attract high engagement and views, generating more Hustler’s Universi-
ty signups (Shanti 2022). On TikTok, content tagged with Tate’s name has been
watched more than 12 billion times as the platform’s algorithm pushed his videos
to young users.

The discourse analysis of the content that Andrew Tate produced throughout
the year 2022 reveals that his message can be broken down into two components:
the first refers to a traditional perspective on the social role of men, while the
second espouses the ideals of self-made hustle culture. These two categories can
be labelled “social” and “economic”. The

Using the previously defined dimensions of neoliberal subjectivation we can
conclude that Tate portrays himself as a figure of authority or expert by emphasis-
ing his accomplishments, self-confidence, relationship expertise, rejection of con-
ventional wisdom, superiority over critics, and willingness to share his knowledge
with others. Regarding entrepreneurship, Tate demonstrates self-driven, individual-
ised, and self-managed approaches to life by focusing on his financial success and
luxurious lifestyle. Furthermore, he emphasises his rise from humble beginnings,
rejecting conventional norms, formal education, and traditional employment.
Through this, Tate embodies the entrepreneurial spirit and projects confidence as
a critical aspect of his persona.

Regarding expertise, Tate relies heavily on self-help discourses, sharing unique
insights and experiences to guide others. He positions himself as a pedagogic fig-
ure with valuable knowledge, particularly in romantic relationships and personal
development. His confidence in his abilities reinforces his image as an expert, with
the promise of guiding others to similar success. Tate developed the concept of
the so-called "Hustler’s University” as part of his pedagogic persona. Most of An-
drew Tate's discourse is dedicated to exploring diverse approaches to generating
income. Tate consistently emphasises using illicit means to accumulate wealth dur-
ing these discussions, specifically by defrauding other individuals. In one example,
he explains that all you need to do to start a business is to “make a website, put
some pictures on there, pretend you've got a whole bunch of stuff you ain’t got,
and start getting money in.2”

Lastly, expectations encompass the gendered aspects of confidence-building
and the masculine expectations associated with social reproduction. Tate’s por-
trayal of his experiences and expertise embraces these masculine expectations,
emphasising his role in managing resources and utilising others as instruments for
success. Neoliberal individualism in this context also highlights interdependence,
with Tate showcasing his ability to trust and rely on experts as guides.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this study has established a comprehensive framework for un-
derstanding the ideology behind Andrew Tate’s discourse, focusing on how he
disseminates his views on masculinity, relationships, and self-improvement. By
employing discourse analysis, the study has dissected the key components of
Tate's ideological framing of the world and highlighted how his message resonates
with the red pill community. The research has demonstrated that Tate’'s message
comprises two main components: traditional perspectives on men'’s social roles
and promoting self-made hustle culture. Moreover, the study has shown that the
dimensions of neoliberal subjectivation-entrepreneurship, expertise, and expecta-
tions-play a critical role in shaping Tate's persona and appeal to his audience.

Furthermore, the analysis has revealed the connections between Tate's dis-
course and the broader socio-political context of neoliberalism, populism, and
online misogyny. Both populism and online misogyny exploit social tensions and
simplify complex issues into binary oppositions, attracting individuals who seek
clear answers and scapegoats for their grievances. Additionally, neoliberalism’s in-
fluence on individual identities fosters self-reliance and confidence while simulta-
neously perpetuating gendered expectations and expert guidance. By examining
the interplay between these factors, the study has shed light on the strategies and
methods employed by Tate to create a sense of belonging among his followers
and to maintain his position as an influential figure within the red pill movement.

The rise and spread of such ideas highlight the role civil society can play in
shaping public discourse, attitudes, and behaviors, both positively and negatively.
It also underlines the responsibility of participants and platform providers in mod-
erating content and ensuring that civil society spaces, including those online, pro-
mote respect, inclusivity, and social cohesion.

Tate’s monetization of these ideologies and his subsequent legal investigation
demonstrate the interplay between civil society, economic forces, and state regula-
tion. Civil society’s ability to act as a check and balance on these forces is crucial
for a healthy, functioning democracy. The reactions and counter-movements from
feminist groups, the public, and social media platforms demonstrate another key
role of civil society: providing a platform for activism, debate, and response to
harmful ideas or actions. As such, the topic illuminates the ongoing struggle within
civil society to negotiate the boundaries of acceptable discourse and behavior.

Further potential avenues of research include investigating the role of social
media platforms and their algorithms in disseminating and amplifying red pill ide-
ology. This is crucial to understanding the dynamics of echo chambers and fil-
ter bubbles, as well as the potential implications for online discourse and public
opinion. Alongside this, identifying and evaluating existing counter-narratives and
interventions aimed at challenging or mitigating the impact of red pill ideologies
and online misogyny will help develop more effective strategies for addressing
these issues and fostering more inclusive and inclusive and equitable online spaces.
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# JeSuisCrarLie Movemen anD PouiTicaL CORRECTNESS IN
FRENCH MuLticuLTuraL Sociery

Madalina Constantin

Introduction

B This article is a part of a broader research regarding how the Political Correct-
ness ideology is assimilated in multicultural societies in Europe. The current paper
addresses the #JeSuisCharlie movement from a perspective of the integration of a
minority (the Muslim ethnic group) into a multicultural and liberal country (France).
The analysis is done focusing on the role of the fundamental human right of free-
dom of speech as a value of the anti-political correctness trends. The questions in-
vestigated are: how can the integration of Is-lamic religious communities can take
place in the French secular culture and not affect the freedom of speech? What
political measures could be taken for the success of this integration?

Political correctness
Definition of the concept

Political correctness is a controversial concept and phenomenon in our West-
ern democracies. It has a great impact on our everyday life, be it in the academic
field, in art, in the work environment, in everyday com-munication, on social me-
dia. The definition of the concept often varies depending upon the attitude the
au-thor has toward the phenomenon: either for, or against it. As a challenging con-
cept that has evolved in more than half a century of existence, researchers have
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established that a thorough and rigorous definition agreed by both parties is not

yet available."ce qui réunit les sources qui abordent le Political Correctness comme

phénomene, c’est la constatation qu'il échappe a toute définition rigoureuse et

universelle” (Saltykov 2021).

The dictionary definitions shed some light on the main elements of political
correctness, i.e. approval or re-jection of behaviour and language that might be
discriminating or offensive for a member of a minority, but they do not cover all
the complex aspects of the concept (for example, the positive discrimination):

— "Adhering to a typically orthodoxy on issues involving especially race, gender,
sexual affinity or ecology” (Random House Webster’s College Dictionary).

— "PC (political correctness) is conformity to a body of liberal or radical opinion
on social matters, characterized by the advocacy of approved views and the re-
jection of language and behaviour considered discriminatory or offensive” (Ox-
ford Dictionary of the New Words).

— Political correctness (adjectivally: politically correct; commonly abbreviated PC) is
a term used to de-scribe language, policies, or measures that are intended to
avoid offense or disadvantage to members of particular groups in society.

Having its origin in Marxism and in Marcuse's thinking about the role of language
in reinforcing social hierarchies, enhanced by the feminist movements from the ‘60
and '70, the concept of political correctness was used by left-wing and acade-
mic circles in the US in the '70 and ‘80 to refer to promoting inclusive language and
challenge discrimination practices. Internet and Social Media, together with con-
temporary so-cial justice movements like #BLM, #MeToo and LGBTQ+ spread the
ideas of the importance of non-discriminative, inclusive language and behavior all
over the world. From the perspective of its supporters, “political correctness aims
at preventing social discrimination by curtailing offensive speech and behav-iour
towards underprivileged groups of individuals” (Dzenis—Nobre Faria, 2019).

In practice, political correctness lead sometimes to a clash between the funda-
mental right of any democracy — freedom of speech, and the right of a minority
to benefit from equality and non-discrimination in a society. As the line where the
freedom of speech should be suspended in favour of the rights of the minorities
has proved itself, in practice, to be very volatile, and examples of exaggerations
have led to a dangerous “cancel culture”, for example, there is serious questioning
regarding some of the effects of political correctness in our societies. Therefore,
in the camp of those who are against it, the definition shifts towards the negative:
"political correctness seems gradually to be turning into a dirty word, referred to
as a way of the elite to censure almost anything, thereby robbing society from its
spontaneity and frankness in practically every channel of expression.” (Marques,
2009) For the purpose of this article, we will use as a tool for our research the
"neutral” definition given by Dzenis—Nobre Faria, "political correctness aims at
preventing social discrimination by curtailing offensive speech and behaviour to-
wards under privileged groups of individuals”.
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Values and dangers of Political Correctness

The core value of this ideology — "a concrete social phenomenon with broad
recognition” (Dzenis—Nobre Faria 2019) — is equality, which places it in the sphere
of left-wing politics. The two social principles of political correctness are negative
linguistic (forms of language)/hate speech and positive pragmatic (norms of social
action: positive discrimination). The negative aspects of political correctness, high-
lighted by the researchers in the field (Weigel 2016) (Hollander 1994), are:

— Censorship of free speech and “un assaut contre la liberté d'expression et de
pensée, et comme la répression d'un débat public libre, I'imposition de bornes
artificielles” (Saltykov 2021).

— Imposition of egalitarianism, single-mindedness, wooden language, propaganda.

— Self-censorship of speakers (public persons, politicians become schizoid: they
say one thing, think an-other).

— Reverse discrimination, reversal of the roles of dominator and dominant.

— Falling standards of excellence in universities.

— Victimisation of minorities resulting in a shrinking of their lowly positions.

The values of political incorrectness are opposed to the negative effects men-
tioned above and are part of the list of traditional values: freedom, truth or hon-
esty, objectivity; the fight against the system.

The corpus of studied documents

The bibliography on political correctness is vast and covers several decades.
Given the topicality of political correctness concerns, the latest sources cannot be
ignored. Given the plethora of English/French documentary sources available on
political correctness, a preliminary source selection strategy is necessary. | chose to
study cutting-edge academic articles (2020-2022), recent and important press ar-
ticles (The Economist, The New York Times, etc.), a few references works from the
1990s and the last decades, plus documents for the conceptual definition of the
phenomenon. Among the indisputable, in 1987 Allan Bloom published a critique of
political correctness in the book The Closing of the American Mind, which became
a bestseller and sold more than half a million copies. The political correctness
mania first reached its peak in 1990-1991. Two high-profile articles mark this era:
“The Rising Hegemony of the Politically Correct” in The New York Times by Richard
Bernstein and “The Storm over the University” in The New York Review of Books
by John Searle. The articles reignited and sustained the controversy surrounding
political correctness, along with the equally important article entitled “The Thought
Police” in Newsweek. Dinesh D. Souza published an editorial on the subject in the
Atlantic Monthly in March 1991, which would be followed by a major study pub-
lished in 1991 entitled llliberal Education: The Politics of Race and Sex on Campus.
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In terms of the social movements studied, and also for the #JeSuisCharlie move-
ment, the official websites and social media were used as main sources.

Political correctness and Social Protest Movements

Political correctness is an ideology based on the fight against discrimination. As
a social factor, political correctness and its opponents produced in 21 century a
very important cultural polarization in Western countries. Majorities and minorities
are divided by the attitude for or against this ideology, and one of the manifesta-
tions of this polarization are some worldwide protest movements: #BLM, #JeSuis-
Charlie, #Me-Too, #Balancetonporc, Les vestes jaunes, Pro Choice, etc.

Each of the above-mentioned social movements was born out of a stringent
problem related to discrimination in the society in question, and is therefore closely
linked to the phenomenon of political correctness. Despite initially being endemic
phenomena, these movements have become global, not only because of social
networks and the speed of communication in the 21 century, but also because
the problems they seek to address have a universal value. Even if the problems are
universal, national cultures do not metabolise these movements in the same way;
the impact of movements that are exported spontaneously is by no means the
same in three different countries. The factors that have contributed to the success
of these movements born out of different types of discrimination have been the
very high emotional impact of the events that triggered the protests, the speed of
communication and its globalisation, the education enjoyed by the latest genera-
tions, not least the degree of democracy of the country in which they emerged.
Country-specific cultural factors play a specific role.

# JeSuisCharlie Movement

#JeSuisCharlie is a world-wide movement that started as a wave of solidarity
with the magazine of the same name and its staff following the 2015 terrorist at-
tack on the offices of the publication. The movement is part of an anti-political
correctness movement, campaigning for freedom of expression and against the
terrorist violence to which members of the editorial staff of the French newspaper
of the same name have been sub-jected.

The perpetrators of the attacks against the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo
from Paris that led to the death of 12 people were two brothers, Said and Chérif
Kouachi, French citizens of Nort African Descent. The brothers were born in France
to Algerian immigrant parents. The third suspect, Amedy Coulibaly, who carried
out a related shooting at a kosher supermarket in Paris on January 9, was also a
French citizen of Malian descent.
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In the wake of the 7 January 2015 terrorist attack on the daily Charlie Hebdo
in Paris, within an hour of the attack, journalist Joachim Roncin of Stylist maga-
zine launches the Twitter slogan #JeSuisCharlie. On 8 Jan-uary, Twitter France an-
nounces that the slogan has been posted more than 3.4 million times worldwide.
More than 4 million people demonstrated in the first days after the jihadist attacks
of 7.8 and 9 January 2015, supported by hundreds of thousands more worldwide.
But the unprecedented Parisian mobilisation (over 2 million demonstrators) is no
guarantee that the whole of French society shares the same view of freedom of
expression in the name of which the Charlie Hebdo journalists died. The #JeSuis-
Charlie phenomenon gave birth to the #JeNeSuisPasCharlie phenomenon and di-
vided the French public debate on the issues of freedom of expression, secularism,
race, national identity, and Islam (Onishi-Méheut 2020).

In October 2020, the teacher Samuel Paty, in a lesson on freedom of expression
in a school near Paris, proposed a debate to his pupils on the dilemma of being
or not being Charlie. During the same lesson, he showed pupils two drawings of
Mohammed from Charlie Hebdo. A few days later he was beheaded by an Islamist
extremist, incited by a parent’s outrage on social media.

The terrorist attack against Charlie Hebdo is different from the other terrorist
attacks that took place in France during the following years. Representatives (or
terrorists that considered themselves to be representatives of the French Islamic
community) responded by violence to what they considered as an offense brought
to their traditional values, and that can be describes as a politically incorrect act.
The terrorist attack was “une attaque ciblée” against the Charlie Hebdo staff,
compared to other terrorist attacks where the victims were anonymous, bear-
ing the “collective guilt” of the whole society against the values of the ethnic
minority. From the point of view of the Muslim community, the respective Charlie
Hebdo drawings of Mohammed were a blasphemy, a very strong offense. From
the magazine's point of view, the drawings were the expression of the right to
freedom of speech, guaranteed by the Republican liberal tradition and by law. This
right to blasphemy, as Kymlicka put it, should not only be the right of an individual
in a secular society, but also the internal right of any member of an ethnic minority,
inside his own religious community. The question is how could the Muslim ethnic
minority have reacted to this blasphemous offensive act? By using their right of
freedom of speech in mass media, and the incident would have remained in the
cultural sphere of a public debate. By using the power of justice and suing the
publication for defamation or offensive speech, i.e. the Article 24 of the French
press law (Loi sur la liberté de la presse), adopted in 1881 and modified on Janu-
ary 27, 2017: "Art. 24. Ceux qui, par I'un des moyens énoncés a l'article 23, auront
provoqué a la discrimination, a la haine ou a la violence a I'égard d'une personne
ou d'un groupe de personnes a raison de leur origine ou de leur appartenance ou
de leur non-appartenance a une ethnie, une nation, une race ou une religion dé-
terminée, seront punis d'un an d’emprisonnement et de 45 000 euros d’amende
ou de l'une de ces deux peines seulement.”
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The violent response to this non-political correct act shows another very dan-
gerous aspect of the identification of an ethnic minority that receives support
(before or after the attacks) from foreign terrorist organisations: Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) claimed responsibility for the attack on 9 January in a
press release, but there were reports of support also from other Salafist jihadist
organisations. Among them the Islamic State, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
(AQIM), Al-Mourabitoune, Jamaat al-Ahrar, a branch of the Tehrik-e-Taliban Paki-
stan, Boko Haram, and in Somalia, the Shehab movement. The perpetrators of the
attack were described as “heroes” and “knights of truth”.

Also, French Muslim institutions are often connected to specific ethnic groups
and maintain relationships with foreign governments or institutions. Therefore,
with the uprising tension between the Muslim community in France and French
society in general, there is a serios threat: "The likelihood of violence is dramatically
increased when a minority is seen (or sees itself) as belonging to an adjacent
"mother country” which pro-claims itself as the legitimate protector of the minority.
The government of Hungary has declared itself the protector of ethnic Hungarians
in Slovakia and Romania; leaders in Russia and Serbia have made similar
declarations about ethnic Russians in the Baltics and ethnic Serbs in Bosnia and
Croatia. Protecting the rights of a national minority under these circumstances can
become a pretext for territorial aggression by the self-proclaimed protector state.
This shows the necessity of developing truly international mechanism for protecting
national minorities that do not rely on the destabilizing threat of intervention by kin
states.” (Kymlicka 1995: 58)

The French president Emmanuel Macron, during the Islam Forum of France in
February 2023, draws the attention of the Muslim ethnic minority in France upon
the negative consequences for the members of the latter of foreign powers and
foreign religious movements: “de lutte contre toutes les propagandes, les dis-cours
de manipulation et au-dela de ce qui est fait dans la structure, sur notre sol de I'lslam
en France, eh bien l'utilisation des réseaux sociaux, de certains organes par des
puissances extérieures ou des mouve-ments religieux qui ont une conséquence
sur notre sol et qui viennent en quelque sorte bousculer le chemin de concorde
que nous sommes en train collectivement, de mener.” (Macron, Vie Publique 2023)
The President invited the Muslim community to create a “French Islam” that is built
upon the Muslims that live in France, and not on influences from abroad.

The Muslim ethnic minority in France

As the terrorist attack against Charlie Hebdo has been perpetrated as a re-
sponse to an offense towards the religious values of the Muslim community, we
will take a closer look to the latter. The Muslim community in France is allegedly
composed of around 5 to 6 million people, up to 8% of the population of the
country, and the largest Muslim population in Europe. The figures are an approxi-
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mation as there are no official surveys available with the number of the Muslim

population. Many the members of this religious minority are of North African de-

scent, especially from Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco. The other Muslim communi-
ties in France include people from West Africa, Middle East, and South Asia. Some
of the Muslims in France are immigrants, others are second- and third-generation

Muslims who were born and raised in France. The highest immigration rate was in

the late 1960s and 1970s. The first generation of Muslim immigrants kept a strong

connection with their respective countries and families, that were allowed to settle

in France in 1976.

Among the main integration problems that the Muslim community considers to
be facing in France during the last decades:

- Discrimination and prejudice: Some Muslims in France consider facing discrimi-
nation and prejudice in employment, education, housing, and other areas of life.
These can lead to marginalisation and difficulties in integrating into the com-
munity.

— Economic problems: Many Muslims live in deprived areas of cities, where there
are problems with unemployment, poverty, and lack of resources. These eco-
nomic problems can be an impediment to integration into French society.

- Difficulties in education: Muslims in France are under-represented in higher edu-
cation and face an edu-cation system that does not always offer them equal
opportunities.

— Cultural conflicts: In France, there are cultural tensions between the Muslim com-
munity and the French majority, which can lead to a lack of mutual understand-
ing and respect.

— Identity problems: Muslims in Fran