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CREATIVE DISCONTENT

Attentive readers will no doubt recall that “Creative Discontent” was the
title of a piece published in No. 63. It was written by Gyodrgy Aczél, and
essentially based on an address he gave to the general meeting of the Hun-
garian Writers’ Association. Creative discontent is much more than a good
title, 1 venture to say that it is typical of Hungarian political life as such,
in the broadest, original sense of the term. More particularly it refers to
that dynamism which can be experienced in the world of the intellect.
It was for that very reason that so much space in the last number was
devoted to observations made, and reasonings expounded, concerning
cultural policy, at the meeting of the Writers” Association, and that is why
the present issue contains the address which Gyorgy Aczél gave at the
general assembly of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Gyorgy Aczél is
a Deputy Prime-Minister, and as such responsible on the highest govern-
ment level for science and cultural policy. It is rhus his job to ensure that
the recognised and oft-referred to openness of Hungarian art, science, and
literature continue in such a way that the desire for socialist democracy
should find fulfilment and also, and this primarily concerns the article
we publish, that the direction and organization of science be treated as
the joint business of scientists, the Academy of Sciences, and the State.
Keeping one’s ear tuned to the style of this discourse will | think repay the
trouble. There is at least as much criticism as praise, and sins of omission
and commission figure as prominently as achievements. Argument and
criticism are part and parcel of the style of Hungarian public debate.

Not only works, research, and results speak for Hungarian science and
culture to the world, but a policy as well which, particularly owing to the
Helsinki “third basket”, has found itself in the forefront of attention this
year. Public opinion is suffused by the spirit of Helsinki, as another article
in this issue, by Janos Nagy, a Deputy Foreign Minister, reports. On the
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occasion of the first anniversary of the signing of the Final Document
Janos Nagy surveys the road travelled since, draws certain consequences,
and attempts to sketch the main line of further development. He points
out that security and cooperation in Europe, symbolized by Helsinki, cannot
be thought of as something apart from the world situation, which, in the
seventies of this century, is defined by the desire for detente, security and
peaceful coexistence, and the principles which govern them. Janos Nagy casts
a cold eye at the year that has gone by, and his argument is cool and un-
ambiguous. He mentions that détente and coexistence were disputed by
many in the U.S. and Western Europe long before Helsinki, pointing out
that the argument has flared up since. Nagy looks at the reasons why,
examines the various manifestations, and once again clearly puts on record
the principles on which Hungarian foreign policy is based. The article
originally appeared in the journal Tarsadalmi Szemle. AFP, DPA, and UPI
provided a fairly detailed account for their subscribers and Die Presse of
Vienna concluded from the tone that the propaganda of socialist countries
directed towards the West was getting tougher. Reading the article in full,
rather than in extracts, tends to suggest this opinion is erroneous.

Creative discontent can be evoked also by an article by Kéaroly Nemeth
who, asthe Secretary to the Central Committee of the Hungarian Socialist
Workers’ Party, is responsible for economic matters. The title, “Changing
Conditions and Expectations in the Hungarian Economy”, in itself
suggests a certain creative discontent. The article is based on an address
given to “insiders”, a meeting of the Society of Economists held in Zala-
egerszeg, a town in south-western Hungary, early this summer. For two days
economists discussed the changing requirements of a changing situation.
Kéaroly Nemeth gave the opening address, and Rezsé Nyers, head of the
Economic Research Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, was
the first to speak in the discussion. Creative discontent ruled the atmosphere
of the discussion all right, and there was no shortage of critical remarks.
Their essence was that there must be rigorous attention to the given situa-
tion for a start, but as the conditions change, what these changes demand
must be satisfied. Karoly Nemeth argues to start with that economic growth
in Hungary is a qualitative category. He goes on to point out that economic
growth resulting in commodities that are not marketable is worthless, and
only produces growing surplus stocks. This is a warning heeded by all, since
economists and the public experienced much that was unfavourable in this
respect in the °fifties. Kéaroly Németh also touched on the reform of the
system of economic guidance and management. For some unaccountable
reason the Western press has chosen to refer to this reform as NEM,
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suggesting to uninitiated readers that the abbreviation was in use in Hun-
garian economic literature. Could be that those who took it over were not
even aware of it, but can there be any doubt that whoever thought of it in
the first place wished to remind of NEP, thinking that, with this
allusion, he had actually said something relevant about the Hungarian
reform. Kéaroly Nemeth refers to the reform, thus offering an occasion to
set this small mistake, or distortion, right. But let me return to an earlier
point. | quote: “The need to make some changes in just that kind of situa-
tion, and to improve the relationship between production and demand was
one of the things that triggered off the reform in the system of economic
guidance.” Németh goes on to discuss rates of growth, the relationship of
central direction and enterprise initiative, the proper use of the work-force,
standards of management, investment and R&D, and finally the problem
of changing the structure of production, an issue uppermost in the minds
of Hungarian economists at this juncture.

£

I should really make my excuses for including a number of articles that
exceed our customary length. In general we try to stick to the usual propor-
tions though length does not frighten us off if an important question re-
quires study in depth, be it because it is at the centre of interest outside
Hungary as well, or because it helps to provide a broader and more thorough
picture of the situation in the country. The two longish articles | have in
mind satisfy both criteria. Professor Tibor Huszéar is chairman of the
Department of Sociology at the University of Budapest. His “Culture,
community and society” contributes to the elucidation of the notion of the
democratization of culture, one of the most important and most talked
about questions of the age, while Professor Sandor Szalai, who spent some
years in an executive position with Unitar in New York, writes on the
position of women and their social role, a question of perhaps equal im-
portance. Tibor Huszar is an expert on Hungarian social development,
specializing in mobility, and he discusses what the Unesco programme
calls access to, and participation in, culture. Sandor Szalai’s paper sums
up the results of many years of international research. Statistical tables
generally do not make light reading, and this journal tries to avoid
them. In this article however the figures themselves are interesting and
even exciting. The work done by men and women is quantitavely
displayed.

In what remains of the paper, the reader enters a sort of historical and
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contemplative hall of mirrors. Ivan T. Berend, a historian, compares con-
temporary socio-economic phenomena and historicity, using a Marxist
methodology and the latest results of Hungarian historical research. A sec-
tion of his article which displays and examines the negative aspects of con-
sciousness is particularly worthy of attention. Istvan Gal has a considerable
reputation as a student of Anglo-Hungarian relations. When sorting the
papers of the Hungarian Quarterly, our predecessor, published in the late
‘thirties and early ’forties, he found letters by Arnold Toynbee to J6zsef
Balogh, the editor who perished in a fascist extermination camp. These
letters allow one to peek behind the scenes in the pre-war period, referring
as they do to attempts that proved abortive. Laszl6 Orszagh writes on L&szl6
Kéry’s Angol irék, a scholarly work on English writers recently published in
Hungary, from Shakespeare, Defoe and Swift to James Joyce, D. H. Law-
rence, Anthony Powell, and William Cooper. Sdndor Maller uses old English
travel books as an occasion to describe the Hungary of the 17th, 18th and
19th centuries. The Bicentennial of the U.S.A. is the occasion for Katalin
Halécsy’s piece on Benjamin Franklin's Hungarian reputation.

Péter Nagy looks at the place of Hungarian dramatic writing in the minds
of experts abroad. What he has to say is not always rosy, but it is true to
reality.

*

The rest speaks for itself. Perhaps | ought to mention the memoir on
Robert Capa, the Hungarian born photographer, written by Gyérgy Markos,
his friend. On the very day this personal and moving piece was sent to the
printers’ news reached us that Gyoérgy Markos had died. He was known to
many, and loved by all who knew him, be it as scholar-geographer, politician,
member of the resistance or revolutionary. Imre Csatar’s memoir of Markos
follows Markos’ memoir of Capa.

Istvan Bart’s customary survey of the press deals with the “cashew nuts”
debate. Until recently the word itself was unknown in Hungary. Now
everyone knows it, and uses it, even those who have never tasted this
delicacy imported from India. Cashew nuts and the arguments they gave
rise to are an interesting, sometimes amusing, but really serious pledge of
the critical and self-critical attitude and love of discussion of Hungarian
society, perhaps even of its creative discontents. It would be pleasing indeed
if readers familiar with the tart taste of the nut became aware of the debate
it triggered off in Hungary.

The Editor



THE SPIRIT OF HELSINKI

by
JANOS NAGY

he capital of Finland was last August the venue of a historic event
which has since been acting on the European situation: the signing
of the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe. Public opinion in all countries follows with great

interest the implementation of the principles and recommendations laid

down in the Final Act as well as the dispute and struggle about it. At one
year’s distance it is worth looking back upon the road traversed thus far. This
may make it possible to draw some conclusions and outline the main course
of further development.

*

Just as in the past, security and cooperation in Europe cannot now be
thought of as apart from world developments; the interdependence is
evident. Many factors have an effect on international affairs. The socialist
countries lay stress on the long-range factors. Determinant among them is
the shift in power relations in favour of socialism. This is the firm foundation
which ensures that the process of détente becomes irreversible. The same
basis allows for a strengthening of realism already shown by responsible
opinion in the capitalist countries.

The international situation, however, is acted upon also by short-range
factors, such as unsettled or newly arising centres of tension, the economic
and power crisis of the capitalist world, the actions of imperialism under-
mining national independence and social progress in different parts of the
world. They all require unremitting attention and vigilance. Otherwise
they might grow into factors influencing more strongly than before the issue
of international peace and security. Special care is needed to watch and study
the campaign that has recently been initiated in Western capitalist countries
against the Soviet Union and the socialist countries, against détente and the
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Helsinki Final Act. It is a campaign which, unless it is stopped, may have
a direct impact on Soviet—4.S. relations, and European security and co-
operation, exerting an adverse influence on the implementation of the provi-
sions of the Final Act as well.

It is known that the policy of peaceful coexistence has from the outset
given rise to violent disputes and controversies in the United States and other
developed capitalist countries. This dispute has gathered in strength since
the foes of international peace and security have taken fright at the rate of
progress of détente, and at the fact that it has become increasingly substan-
tial. There are influential people in the capitalist countries who wish for
areturn of the Cold War and are still pretty strong. They declare détente to
be a “trap” that is one-sidedly advantageous only to the Soviet Union and
the socialist countries. They have taken aim at the Final Act of the Con-
ference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, and are striving to bring
it into discredit, belittling its political importance.

The group of the critics of détente and the Helsinki spirit is made up of
the most diverse political forces which, to achieve their aims, make use of
the sense of crisis, changes in home politics and the overheated atmosphere
of election campaigns. This is especially conspicuous in the United States
where candidates who attack from the right the foreign policy pursued until
now have managed to place the issues of détente and peaceful coexistence
right at the centre of the electoral campaign. Meanwhile the administration
sometimes yields to pressure, making concessions to extreme views. State-
ments on Soviet—.S. relations and the policy of détente have become more
guarded. True, election campaigns in capitalist countries always present a
distorted picture, and what is happening in the United States these days is
the reflection of a policy that is in a certain sense temporary. But one may
ask with good reason whether what is at stake is not more than mere gim-
micks in the contest for votes.

The answer cannot be unambiguous. It is certain that the causes which
have generated the dispute between the opponents of détente and those
forces which show readiness to accept the realities of the world situation—
the invigoration of those with an interest in the arms race, the fiascos of
imperialism in Vietnam, Angola and elsewhere, the internal economic and
social tensions—are not temporary, and thus the dispute on the policy of
détente will not stop with the elections but will continue. The lasting
tendencies, however, which have compelled the main groups of the ruling
classes in capitalist countries to take a turn towards détente remain valid
and will continue to be so. Considering the situation and the power relations
that have developed thus far in the world, therefore, Hungarian foreign
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policy circles have every reason to expect that the forces disposed to accept
basic realities will enforce their views also after the elections in the United
States and the Federal Republic of Germany.

It cannot be left out of consideration either that the decisive majority of
public opinion in the United States, the Federal Republic of Germany and
other developed capitalist countries are in favour of detente and normalized
international relations, and are opposed to the efforts of the extremists
speculating on the return of the Cold War atmosphere. This manifests itself,
for example, in the fact that, in spite of the pressure it is subjected to, and
its own partial concessions, the Ford administration in the United States
has not lost sight of the possible consequences which a return to confron-
tation would entail for the United States. This administration is unable to
offer any kind of more acceptable alternative than the pursuit of the policy
of peaceful coexistence with the Soviet Union and the socialist countries;
as a specific demonstration of this, the President of the United States, on
May 28 this year, signed the Treaty between the Soviet Union and the U.S.
on underground nuclear tests for peaceful purposes.

All things considered, therefore, including contradictions, counteractions
and momentary stoppages, it can be safely said that, in the long run, factors
promoting the consolidation of detente and the full implementation of the
Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe will

prevail.
#

The year that has elapsed since the signing of the Final Act has already
provided certain lessons. The Fielsinki Conference, as an important stage
of the striving for a security system in Europe, has strengthened the political
and territorial realities that have taken shape in Europe. It summarized as
it were the results attained in the practical implementation of peaceful
coexistence on our continent. Nobody expected that still unsolved questions
would be settled overnight with the signing of the Final Act. It is obvious
that the Final Act is a long-range programme of action, and its implemen-
tation is a matter not of months, but of years or rather decades.

If we take a closer look at the practical implementation of the Final Act,
we find that the positive elements are predominant though interspersed
with negative phenomena on the part of certain capitalist countries. Just by
way of illustration let me now point out some of these.

e  Some of the member states of NATO and the Common Market,
unlike other Western countries, wish to single out certain provisions of the
Final Act; they insist on a few passages only, while paying no attention to
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other sections, and respond to the proposals of the socialist countries with
subterfuges. Obviously this conduct is inadmissable and cannot be regarded
as aiming at a bonafide implementation of the Final Act. The Final Act is
an organic whole and should be implemented as such.

. In the course of the campaign against the Soviet Union and the
socialist countries, and against detente and the spirit of Helsinki, the media
of capitalist countries, and in some places even office holders, more and
more often raise the question of the ideological struggle. They stimulate
the socialist countries to a sort of “ideological peace”, while they themselves
intensify the ideological struggle. They proclaim that the solidarity of the
socialist countries with peoples fighting for freedom is a violation of the
Final Act; on the other hand, they claim that the export of counter-revolu-
tion is compatible with the Conference on Security and Cooperation. The
NATO journal Rewue de I'OTAN, for example, published this in April
1976: “It seems that the principle of sovereign equality and non-interven-
tion does not prevent the Soviet Union carrying on the ideological struggle
in the Western countries and does not hamper the efforts of the Soviets to
prescribe the strategy and tactics of Western Communist parties or to direct
subversive activities in some Western states.” (Translated from the Hun-
garian.) This assertion, primitive as it is, shows clearly the real intention of
the authors. The Hungarian position on this issues is well known: peaceful
coexistence fixes the principles of relations between states with different
social systems and the forms of cooperation, and does not apply to the
ideological sphere. Ideological confrontation is an objective necessity which
follows from the difference of social systems.

®  Connected also with all this is the question as to how extensively
the public in socialist and capitalist countries can get acquainted with the
full text of the Final Act. The Final Act has been published, at a price that
everyone can easily afford, in about twenty million copies in the Soviet
Union and in hundreds of thousands of copies in smaller socialist countries,
Hungary among them. Unfortunately, in the case of many Western count-
tries, the editions have shrunk to a few thousand, on the pretext that “there
is demand just for so many”. There is an instance where in April this year
the document had not been published yet on the pretext that it was “under
translation”. Bourgeois newspapers or magazines which have published in
full the text of the Final Act are few and far between. On the other hand,
there have appeared no end of articles “explaining and interpreting” the
Final Act and reproving the socialist countries. Under such circumstances
it is no wonder that the major part of the public in Western countries does
not know what exactly is in the Final Act and what the leaders of the
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participating states agreed upon at Helsinki. This makes it easy to provide
for a manipulated presentation falsifying the actual situation with regard
to its implementation.

Information conforming to reality ought to emphasize the favourable
effect which the birth of the Final Act and its implementation thus far
have had on the shaping of the situation in Europe. In his statement made im-
mediately after the Helsinki summit meeting, Janos Kadar said: “The
international atmosphere after the Conference is different from what it was
before, and those who support peace and security can now resume the struggle
in a new situation and under better conditions than before the Conference.”
Since August i, 1975, a number of events in Europe have supported this
view, that is the correctness of the striving of the socialist countries for the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe to adopt a document
of a political character. The practical implementation of the arrangements
adopted at Helsinki has begun.

The period since the summit meeting has shown convincingly that the
spirit of Helsinki prevails increasingly in international relations, that states
which took part in the Conference generally keep on the agenda the imple-
mentation of the provisions of the Final Act. Nowadays one can hardly
find a responsible politician who speaks about the situation in Europe
without mentioning in some way or other that the process of detente
strengthened and developed further, thanks to the all-European conference
and the implementation of the Final Act.

During this past period the participating countries have developed an
intense political and diplomatic activity. A number of high-level visits,
bilateral and multilateral talks have taken place. As far as Hungary alone
is concerned: meetings on the head of government, deputy prime minister
or foreign minister level were held with fifteen (West European, North
American) countries; meetings between government members and discus-
sions between Foreign Ministry officials became more frequent. Important
documents and agreements were signed, which all reflect the Helsinki arran-
gements and their spirit. In those instruments, this time within the frame-
work of bilateral relations, countries with different social systems repeatedly
undertake to adhere to the principles of interstate relations formulated at
Helsinki, to develop mutually advantageous co-operation.

The Hungarian People’s Republic has from the beginning stood for the
full implementation of the Final Act. Highest Hungarian party and govern-
ment bodies have expressed this in decisions and declarations made after
and since the Helsinki summit meeting, most recently at the April 1976
session of the Central Committee of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party.
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The foreign policy of Hungary concentrates its efforts on the consolida-
tion of detente and on the implementation of the Helsinki document.
Questions of security and co-operation hold a prominent place at talks with
other states. Large-scale surveys have shown that Hungary is in a favourable
position with regard to the implementation of the Final Act, that Hun-
garian practice goes in many respects beyond the scope of the Helsinki
document. This makes it possible for Hungary to take the initiative in
international contacts. All this takes place first of all within the framework
of bilateral relations. This way is believed to be the most promising in the
enforcement of reciprocity. The measures taken to broaden cooperation
are inconceivable without special accords between the governments of the
countries concerned. Hungary is ready to open talks for this purpose with
all the capitalist countries of Western Europe and North America, and to
arrive at agreements envisaging the concrete implementation of the Con-
ference, arrangements in their bilateral relations. It is hoped that Western
countries will act in a similar manner and the bilateral measures agreed
upon by way of reciprocity will help to give content to the process of
detente.

$

Strict compliance with the principles guiding relations between states is
regarded as a decisive factor in the strengthening of peace and security in
Europe. As is laid down also in the Final Act, this only can be the basis of
the implementation of other arrangements. Only by respect for the inviola-
bility of frontiers, non-intervention in internal affairs, sovereign equality,
equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and other such principles is it
possible to consolidate détente and broaden all fields of fruitful coopera-
tion.

International power relations in general act towards the enforcement of
the principles listed in the Final Act. This is not done automatically of
course, and this is not even so in every case. Contrary to this principle is, for
example, the fact that two states which have signed the Final Act grossly
and openly interfere in the internal affairs of the socialist countries, one by
supporting with public funds, and the other by tolerating in its territory,
the existence and functioning of the broadcasting station called Radio Free
Europe.

Here is a critical remark in connection with the 10th basic principle.
In it the participating states undertook to fulfil in good faith their obligations
under international law. As is known, the nine member countries of the
Common Market have signed the General Agreement on Tariff and Trade



JANOS NAGY: THE SPIRIT OF HELSINKI i3

(GATT) and Hungary’s instrument of accession. Thereby they have under-
taken, in relation to Hungary, not to increase, or rather to repeal gradually,
discriminating quota restrictions which are contrary to GATT provisions.
This, however, has up to now been done only to an insignificant degree,
and in some cases the situation has even become worse.

The application of the confidence-building measures recommended in the
Helsinki document goes on satisfactorily. With a view to strengthening
mutual confidence, the Hungarian People’s Republic has given prior notifi-
cation also of military manoeuvres whose magnitude was way below the limit
fixed in the Final Act. In the future, just as in the past, the socialist coun-
tries, in conformity with the provisions of the Final Act, will implement the
confidence-building measures.

The new atmosphere that has developed in Europe has had a favourable
effect on economic cooperation both in a bilateral and on a continental
basis and on the broadening of scientific and technological contacts, but it
is to be noted all the same that all possibilities have not nearly been realized
as yet.

In the past year the socialist countries have concluded a number of new
agreements with developed capitalist countries. The volume of trade,
without counting cyclical fluctuations, has expanded, and the number of
active industrial cooperation projects has grown. The conventional basis
of economic cooperation has broadened helped by new long-term agree-
ments on cooperation in economics, industry, science and technology but,
paradoxically, has also narrowed since Common Market member states are
unwilling to conclude bilateral trade agreements with Hungary. It is evi-
dent that the implementation of the chapters of the Final Act concerning
economic cooperation is hindered by discrimination applied against the
socialist countries by the Common Market countries and the United States.
In Hungary’s economic relations with the “Nine” and the U.S. the relevant
provision of the Final Act is less effective than in the case of other Western
countries. The sooner this situation changes, the better.

The chapter of the Final Act dealing with questions of economic co-
operation provides good opportunities for multilateral cooperation as well.
The socialist countries take the initiative in this respect as well. Great
attention is paid to the proposal of the socialist countries for an agreement
between the C.M.E.A. and the Common Market. The Soviet proposal for
the holding of all-European conferences on energy resources, environmental
protection and transport has been received with wide interest; the U.N.
Economic Commission for Europe has lately declared itself in favour of
a study on the preparation of such conferences. It would be useful and im-
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portant to hasten the convening of such conferences, giving concrete form
to the business to be done in this connection.

The putting into practice of arrangements contained in the third chapter
of the Final Act concerning cooperation in the fields of culture, information
and humanitarian affairs has begun and is going on ever more intensively.
The basis for progress in these matters can be the improvement of the
general political atmosphere, respect for the principle of sovereignty and
non-intervention in internal affairs in the future as it was in the past.

Although the possibilities for cooperation in these fields are practically
limitless, this is where attempts at intervention and undermining are made
most often by some Western countries. As if they had forgotten what the
Final Act said concerning cooperation in this field which should show full
respect for the principles guiding relations among participating states as set
forth in the relevant document. It is invariably there that Western countries
use the greatest efforts in their action against the socialist countries. They
also try to pick and choose the “third basket” : they press only for emigration
and family reunification and the circulation of Western bourgeois papers,
exaggerating beyond measure the importance of these issues in the develop-
ment of peaceful coexistence. They pay far less attention to the exchange
of genuine cultural values, to the extension of relations in the sciences,
education, the arts and sports.

This kind of approach, of course, makes it difficult to achieve a construc-
tive implementation of this chapter of the Final Act. The effect of the
Helsinki Conference nevertheless makes itself felt. The areas of contact
between the socialist and the developed capitalist countries are increasing,
holiday travel in both directions is growing steadily, the flow of reality-
reflecting information is becoming more powerful, journalists who take
their mission seriously can do their job unhampered, cultural exchanges
are expanding. Since the Helsinki summit meeting the socialist countries
have taken a number of unilateral and bilateral measures to speed this
progress. This is only natural, for when the socialist countries insist that
the Final Act must be fully implemented, they mean thereby all the provi-
sions of the third chapter as well, to such a degree and as they are laid down
in the Helsinki document. But they cannot accept the notion of détente as
being confined to the “humanitarian” field.

Leading bodies of the Hungarian People’s Republic have declared as their
position that they attach great importance to the reciprocal carrying out of
the arrangements concerning humanitarian questions. Neither in this nor
in any other part of the Final Art is there any single provision which Hun-
gary does not honestly carry out.
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It is common knowledge that travel, emigration and family reunification
are handled in Hungary according to the law, by taking into consideration
the humanitarian aspects, to the full satisfaction of the vast majority of those
concerned. Of course, it may happen in an insignificant fraction of the cases
that the wishes of one or another person are contrary to the law. If the
Western countries expect Hungary to show understanding for their laws
regarding immigration, residence, employment and citizenship, then Hun-
gary as well has every right to demand respect for the country’s laws. In the
recent past unilateral steps have been taken on the Hungarian side to
further facilitate holiday traffic.

Today, when hundreds of thousands travel from capitalist to socialist
countries and vice versa, the matter of access to information arises in ways
that differ from Cold War practice. It is not a political question whether
an objectively disposed bourgeois paper sells a few hundred copies more or
less in Hungary. But it must be understood that in this country there is no
demand for publications which cast slanders upon its system and its inter-
nal situation, or which intend, from the outside, to explain to the Hungarian
public how things stand in Hungary. Foreign correspondents in Hungary
have so far received every assistance enabling them to do their work
efficiently, and this will be so in the future as well. Correspondents ac-
credited to Hungary have been granted multiple entry visas.

The third chapter of the Final Act touches upon a number of issues con-
cerning cooperation in connection with which, in order to ensure reciprocity,
the Western countries ought to revise their practice.

. Hungarian holiday-makers travelling to capitalist countries expect
to obtain their visas as easily as Western ones can when visiting Hungary.
As regards most countries this is not yet the case. A couple of Western
countries have already granted minor facilities, but progress is very slow.

. Those countries of Western Europe and North America where per-
sons whose mother tongue is Hungarian live in large numbers are expected
to promote the sale of periodicals from Hungary, to allow their circulation
to be augmented, which is now only a fraction of the number of copies of
the papers from those countries distributed in Hungary.

e It is well-known that, in respect of cultural presence, even in con-
sideration of the obviously different dimensions, there are disproportions
to the disadvantage of Hungary. The socialist state of Hungary uses many
ways and makes considerable material sacrifices to promote interest in out-
standing works of Western culture, rendering them easily accessible to the
masses. Hungarian cultural values, notably works of literature, plays and
films, do not find themselves in a similar position by a long way in most
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Western countries. One way to change this situation might be for the com-
petent agencies of capitalist countries to enable the large masses to familiarize
themselves with the productions of Hungary and to promote this trend by
purposely awakening the interest of the public, providing greater financial
support. This problem cannot be dismissed with the answer that in the
West all this is amatter of business enterprise. The question was broached
also by Prime Minister Gyorgy Lazér during his Paris talks last May.

*

The issue of the follow-up to the first Conference on Security and Co-
operation was at the centre of interest during the all-European consultations.
The agreement arrived at is contained in the Final Act. The main point is
that it creates the possibility of continuing the multilateral process initiated
at Helsinki and that, though making no provision for the establishment of
a permanent body, it ensures continuity. The participating states agreed to
convene new meetings at Belgrade in 1977 to discuss questions of European
security and cooperation.

The meeting that will take place in the second half of 1977 will consist
of an exchange of views on the strengthening of European security and the
development of cooperation, the continuation of the process of détente, the
holding of further consultations, and also on the possibility of convening
a new Conference on Security and Cooperation.

Preparations for the meetings to be held in 1977 have already started,
related questions are important subjects at the frequent talks between
participating states. With the passing of time the details of the meetings
become more clearly outlined, and the related concrete and practical ques-
tions are being elucidated.

During talks held thus far several countries have categorically emphasized
that meetings to be held in 1977 might not be made “grievance days”,
a scene of mutual accusations, but beside evaluating the work done so far,
they will have to deal with the further prospects of détente, new proposals
concerning the strengthening of security and cooperation in Europe, such
as the Soviet proposal for the convening of all-European conferences on
energy resources, environmental protection and transport. The socialist
countries will do their best to ensure that the Belgrade talks will promote
the cause of security and cooperation in Europe.

Despite all difficulties and obstacles those who wish to strengthen security
and cooperation in Europe can be rightly satisfied with the results attained
S0 far. The deepening of détente is now subjectto two basic conditions: the
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provisions of the Helsinki Final Actmust be fully implemented, and political
détente ought to be complemented by a military détente. The Soviet Union
and the socialist countries can take credit for doing all they can to make sure
that these two important conditions are fulfilled. They thereby contribute
to the struggle for social progress, to the attainment of national indepen-
dence, and also to the efforts of the progressive forces of capitalist countries.

Hungary does her share in this big enterprise. We are convinced that the
socialist countries, in close alliance with one another, and with the progressive
forces of the world, in an effort to establish cooperation with realistic
circles of the capitalist countries, will overcome all difficulties and bring to
success the Leninist policy of peaceful coexistence, and the full implemen-
tation of the provisions of the Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe.
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CHANGING CONDITIONS
AND EXPECTATIONS
IN THE HUNGARIAN ECONOMY

by
KAROLY NEMETH

his meeting is doing something most important and timely in

this, the starting year of the 5th Five Year Plan, when it set as

its objective to survey resources and factors making for growth,

including the changes therein, thus in its own way, helping to

clarify what has to be done. Deliberations are closely linked to an
standing of economic policy and to the implementation of unity of action.
Incentives have to be worked out which will aid a more efficient exploita-
tion of the sources of growth. This will have to be properly founded by
economists, a highly responsible task for both those specialising in theory,
as well as economists who concentrate on practical questions.

The Party has always devoted special attention to economic growth. This
was done, and continues to be done in the awareness that there is no part
of social activity that does not closely depend on performance in production.
Economic performance naturally is influenced in a crucial way by science
and scholarship, that is the standards reached by economics of training and
education, political and professional skills: to put it briefly, that of social
activity as such. Economic plans are therefore part of building a socialist
society.

The 5th Five Year Plan, in keeping with the resolutions of the nth
Congress, declared the sort of dynamic growth to be the major objective
of economic policy which will be the result of a forceful improvement in
social productivity. Economic growth is a question to which close attention
is being devoted. This -makes sense since economic growth is one of the
most tangible elements of economic development, one of its quantitative
exponents, and a condition for satisfying needs at a higher level. It is obvious

Address delivered by Karoly Németh, Secretary to the Central Committee and member of the Politi-
cal Committee of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party at a meeting of the Society of Hungarian
Economists at Zalaegerszeg, July 1976.

under-
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therefore that socialist society is vitally interested in dynamic economic
growth, both from the political and the economic aspect.

It would be a great mistake however to oversimplify things, treating the
growth rate as a quantitative index; becoming spell-bound by the desire
to score high at all costs. Economic growth is a qualitative category, the
synthesis of various aspects of economic activity, and the common expression
of their degree of efficiency. Economic growth must be ensured in the long-
term, the creation of new resources must if possible be done at a steady rate,
in such a way that the relationship between production and the satisfaction
of requirements should meanwhile improve continuously. Growth that
found expression in unsold stocks would not get us anywhere. The ex-
periences of an earlier period have their own cautionary tale to tell. The need
to make some changes in just that kind of situation, and to improve the
relationship between production and demand was one of the things that
triggered off the reform in the system of economic guidance. The per-
formance of that reformed system largely fulfilled expectations in that
particular field. Speaking with hindsight one can say that if the economic
reform had done no more than significantly improve the conditions under
which production could be coordinated with demand it would have ac-
complished a great deal to improve the quality of economic growth. It
ought to be said, however, that its favourable effects were very much greater
and much more far-reaching.

The realistically attainable order of magnitude of economic growth thus
has severely circumscribed limits. The relationship with developmental
equilibria is very close, and this goes for production as well as for con-
sumption, international economic relations, investment and credit arrange-
ments. It would be wrong to try and achieve a fast rate of growth at the ex-
pense of economic equilibrium.

The quality of growth also largely depends on the nature of investments,
on growing resources being deployed on improvements in the structure of
production that are necessary, and in keeping with the nature of available
facilities, that is on the degree to which development is effective, resulting
in a rise in technological standards and labour productivity.

The relationship between economic activity in the narrow etymological
sense of the term and economic growth is very close. That is, it really
matters how well resources, the labour force, equipment and material are
husbanded.

The order of magnitude and rises in consumption are also essential. It is
no secret that consumption spurs on economic growth. What must be done
therefore is to operate all the sources of economic growth at maximum
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pitch, coordinating the factors involved in an optimum manner. That is the
way to maintain the dynamism of economic growth.

The 5th Hungarian Five-Year-Plan prescribes an annual growth
of 5.4-5.7 per cent in national income terms. This fits in well with the
process of economic development, carrying on an established trend. For
fifteen years, between 1961 and 1975, national income grew at an average
yearly rate of 5.8 per cent.

The growth rate

The figure prescribed does not significantly differ from that of earlier
years. What then can be said to be specific of the years to come, looked
at from the growth angle? The answer is that the rate can only be main-
tained at the expense of much greater efforts than before. Conditions
can be expected to be much tougher, and productivity must be improved
considerably if there are to be results. All this requires work of a qualitatively
higher standard, and it does so throughout society.

At the time when growth factors were being considered in the course
of preparatory work for the 5th Five-Year-Plan directives, the conclusion
was reached that essential changes had occured in these factors and the
conditions of growth at home and abroad.

A growth in the work force ceased to be an important factor. It can be
increased by no more than 2-3 per cent a year. Various industries will
have to improve labour productivity considerably in order to produce
30-32 per cent more national income within five years than they did
in 1975, with unchanged numbers, in some places even employing fewer
than before. Growth will be fed almost exclusively by intensive factors:
technological progress, improved work performance and more efficient
management, as well as a competent transformation of the factors of
production; in other words essential improvements in economic efficiency.

Changes in the world economy also demand more from the Hungarian
economy. The rise in the price of raw materials and the resulting shift
in relative prices caused a major absolute loss to the Hungarian economy,
which was further increased by gaps in economic management, this is a weak
link in the Hungarian economic structure causing lower standards of econo-
mic efficiency than justified by the limitations imposed by what is possible.
Outside markets apply a stricter measure to Hungarian products than
heretofore. The ability to adjust to such requirements and demands must
be improved.
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Changed world market conditions lend their own specific features It%
investment and development policy. The share of fuel, raw materials and
mining industries in general is increased, and these demand large invest-
ments that do not show quick returns. Relatively less than earlier can
be spent on processing industries and agriculture. This is an essential
cause of tension in the 5th Five-Year-Plan, and efforts must be made
to ease it. Ways must be found to extend the financial sources needed
to ensure faster growth in the processing industries, and even more so in
agriculture and the food processing industry. Basic economic and political
interests are involved. Tight credit facilities not only make it all the more
important that investment activities be efficient, but it becomes increasingly
imperative as well to make most efficient use of existing factors ofproduction,
to exploit all reserves, and to show the greatest possible discipline
in operation.

A growth rate like that of the recent past can only be achieved if decisions
are circumspect and based on sound economic considerations, if manage-
ment is more efficient, and if the structure of production can elastically
adjust itself to changed conditions. Much more must be done, and in more
diverse ways than heretofore in order to maintain the existing dynamism
of economic growth. One might ask though, and with some justification,
to what extent the here outlined conditions of progress are new, and
whether some sort of new idea is needed to help cope with all that lies
ahead. The answer is unambiguous. Changes in the conditions of growth
and development were present earlier as well—even apart from the trans-
formations the world economy has undergone—and were largely predictable.
It is just ten years ago that the Central Committee of the Hungarian
Socialist Workers’ Party declared in its resolution on the reform of the
system of economic guidance that the sources of extensive economic progress
were about to be exhausted, that intensive factors had to be stressed and
that the role of foreign trade is economic development was increasing.
The need to improve the system of economic guidance was declared
to drive precisely from changes in these circumstances.

The increasingly determining role of intensive factors of growth was
thus recognised, and not merely recognised, they were successfully exploited,
though not to the extent that was possible or necessary. Labour productivity
improved by more than 6 per cent over the past five years, and yet pro-
ductivity levels fell behind both what was possible and what was achieved
by countries of similar developmental standards. Progress was made
regarding the structure of production. It was modernized and made more
adaptable to changing needs, but there again what was done was done
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more slowly than necessary or possible. The structure of production does not
take its cue from the world market as quickly as it should. The organization
of production has improved but there is scope for a great deal more in this
field as well, and there are facts and figures to back this.

The responsible authorities worked out a proper economic policy for
the intensive stage of economic growth. It is still valid and future work
will be done on that basis as well. What is specific for the years to come
is that the role of the intensive factors having grown further in importance,
they have to be made effective with greater weight, together, in a more
coordinated manner, more quickly and systematically than heretofore.
The country’s economic policy must be implemented systematically and
effectively. This demands continued attention to economic policy, making
adjustments where needed in keeping with the objectives of the 5th Five-
-Year-Plan and the aims included in the Party Programme.

Central direction and enterprise independence

It is absolutely necessary that efficiency in the planned direction of the
economy be improved. This means both improved efficiency in central
direction, and the maintenance and further development of enterprise
independence, responsibility and initiative. It is most important that one
get this right, seeing the job as an indivisible unity. One sometimes
experiences confusion in this area, and yet it was already established by the
resolution on the reform of the system of economic guidance that “on the
one hand the major objectives of economic development, and their weight,
would continue to be centrally decided, ensuring their implementation
more effectively than heretofore by combining the appropriate instruments;
on the other considerable scope will be given within the total mechanism
of the socialist economy... to the actual commodity relations between
producers and consumers.” The nth Congress of the Party also stressed
the linked up and joint development of central direction and enterprise
independence and responsibility.

Directives designed to produce economic growth, improvements in effi-
ciency and a rise in standards of management demand considerable circum-
spection and careful planning. Unambiguous priority must be given to the
national economic interest. It naturally follows that the central planning
of major economic processes is accorded a decisive role in ensuring planned
economic development. National economic plans must therefore be improved,
central decisions must increasingly be based on scientific considerations,
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and the operation of central authorities must be better coordinated, that
is economic processes must be guided in full awareness of all that is involved.
In other words the sort of staff work must be improved which is required
both bp growth and economic equilibrium.

To interpret this as a relegation of enterprise independence and responsi-
bility would be to altogether misinterpret the task ahead. There is central
interference in economic processes in the interests of carrying out central
objectives, but any action on matters of detail by central authorities that
interferes with the sphere of competence of enterprises and cooperatives,
is disapproved of. The national economic interest and the character of the
tasks ahead demand that enterprises maintain their responsibilities for
development the discovery of reserve resources and the adaptation to
changing requirements. Their responsibility for decisions taken must be
increased, it should be possible to rely increasingly on their initiative, and
they should feel increasingly that it is in their moral and financial interest
to work efficiently. A reluctance to understand this causes damages and
handicaps the country in reaching its economic objectives. It is therefore
opposed to the Party’s economic policy.

The workforce

| already mentioned that the possibilities of increasing the labour force
are limited. It is common knowledge that, over the next five years industry
can reckon with a more or less unchanged work-force, numbers in the
building industry and transport will increase slightly, those in the servicing
industries slightly faster, while fewer will be employed in agriculture. Much
will therefore have to be done to ensure that the best possible use is made
of the live workforce, the most important factor of production. Job and
labour-organization perhaps contain the largest reserves that can still be
mobilized, that is the available workforce must be better exploited and
employed in ways that accord with the requirements of an efficiently
operating economy. It is therefore most important that the relevant
directives within the national plan should be properly supported by enter-
prise plans, and concrete measures on the central and enterprise level. In this
way the minimum annual 6 per cent growth in productivity would be
properly backed.
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Household plots

It is a basic interest to discover all hidden reserves mobilizing them
in the service of growth. This can only be done if economic policy is pro-
perly defended, unambiguously supported, and systematically implemented.
The recent past provided ample proof. Some deviated from the tested
and correct economic policy of the Party in practice creating an unsound
atmosphere amongst household plot producers, and this created tremendous
problems and serious damage. Fully exploiting the potential of household
plots, and increasing guarantees for production and sales are in the national
economic interest, being of basic importance. Household plot production
is not some sort of foreign body in socialism, on the contrary, it is an
organic part of the operation of socialist agroenterprises and, thanks to the
country’s agricultural policy, household plot production serves the general
interest of the economy and society as a whole.

Standards of management

Much can be done to raise standards of management and organization
both in enterprizes and cooperatives. Work has started in the field of job
and labour organization, it must be continued and be extended to a nation-
wide scale. Inter-enterprise relations will have to be better organized. This
could be a most important contribution towards raising economic efficiency,
and it also deserves more attention than it has so far been given.

Investment and progress in technology

The national economic plan provides for a 26 per cent increase in invest-
ments over a five year period, that is a much smaller figure than in earlier
Five Year Plans. An essential improvement of work connected with
investments is thus a necessary condition for planned economic growth.
Decisions must be more thoroughly considered and implementation must
be better planned. There must be a better coordination all round between
the interests of those who commission work, the planners, and the building
contractors. Major reserves could be mobilized if new investments are
appropriately prepared and implemented in a planned way, reducing the
time taken. Particular attention must be given to investments that are
designed to increase exports to capitalist countries, improving Hungary’s
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competitiveness on world markets, or to such as will economically reduce
imports from that source, producing quick returns. Close attention must
be given to the work of economists, and the measures that follow from it,
wich further all such endeavours.

The science to technology transfer has increasing importance in economic
growth. R and D and production must be brought into a closer relationship
and the time-spans involved should be reduced. Research in industry, and
the establishment of experimental plants should be accorded closer atten-
tion. Dispersion of R and D should be reduced and an end should be put
to duplications that are still frequent in research. There ought to be more
concentration, ensuring that research be one of the key areas of inter-
enterprise relations. The importance of licences and know-how in raising
standards should not be neglected, and the potentialities of cooperation
with CMEA countries should be better exploited in this respect.

The planned rate of economic growth can be considered as realistic and
well-founded from the resources angle. Prescriptions presume however
that concrete and coordinated measures, integrated in plans, were taken
at every level of production or management to improve economic efficiency.
If internal resources and improvements in efficiency produced a greater
than planned growth rate in the course of implementation, this surplus
would have to find expression in products of a quality and structure that
allowed for an economic growth in exports, leading to greater competitive-
ness on world markets and, as a result, a firmer economic equilibrium.

International relations

Growing international contacts and intensive participation in the inter-
national division of labour are important factors contributing to economic
growth. As far as Hungary is concerned taking part in the international
division of labour is not merely a means of securing the imports necessary
for a production surplus, but an important instrument in raising national
income, establishing optimum scales of production, and development that
is coordinated with the needs of the structure of production and inter-
national trends; not to mention arise in technological standards and offering
greater choice in consumption goods. Hungary is also vitally interested
in international economic relations not merely offering direct short-term
advantages. They should be stable over the long-term and lend themselves
to planning. This explains why economic relations with the socialist
countries, and the Soviet Union in particular will continue to have the
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greatest weight. The interests of the country at the same time demand
a considerable extension of economic relations with developing and capitalist
countries; including cooperation in production that goes well beyond trade
in the conventional sense. Greater activity is necessary in this respect,
and this applies equally to relations with socialist and capitalist countries.

Changes in the structure of production

The national economic plan determined the key areas where structural
changes were needed, both in agriculture and in the food-processing industry.
What are needed are intra-industry rather than inter-industry changes, and
the aim must be a rise in technological and economic standards of production.
Those working at various levels of production and management will have
to carry out what was prescribed by the plan, using the proper circumspection
to carry out changes in the product-structure in the interests of improving
production and sales. Allow me to repeat that such activities are the
implementation of one of the most important qualitative requirements
of economic growth. This is a key question in improving competitiveness
on world markets and in restoring economic equilibrium.

The role of economists

Let me conclude by saying a few words about the increased importance
of economists—both those doing research and those more directly involved
in practice—and of managers.

The policy of the Party is based on scientific work. A fundamental
condition of achievements so far, and of future achievements as well is the
ability to recognize the objective laws of social development, and to bear
them in mind when formulating aims and taking decisions. Creating
an integrated programme of action that will mobilize social forces is crucial.
It is necessary then to create conditions favourable to scientific research,
including the right creative atmosphere, but it is equally necessary that
policy should fully exploit what science has to offer. One can say that
the Party has to the greatest possible extent created conditions favourable
for scientific research in the past as well, and will also do so in the future,
in turn relying on the results so obtained when formulating policy. This is
exemplified by the research scientists and practical men coopted when
various important resolutions on economic policy were being prepared.
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At present as well several hundred economists collaborate with a number
of committees that are considering economic questions.

This of course increases the responsibilities of those doing research,
economists included, regarding their choice of subject. Do these serve
economic policy, do they go deeply enough into the moving springs
of progress, analysing the situation and the possibilities of future progress?
The responsibility of managers grows as well, regarding the degree they
are able to implement policy in their own fields, supporting it by concrete
decisions and measures.

It is well-known that conditions of economic progress, at home and ab-
road, underwent major changes in recent years. | should therefore like to
draw attention to certain key questions that will have to be researched.

One is the likely shaping of outside conditions over the next ten to fif-
teen years. Developmental trends in the socialist countries are particularly
important, as well as their possible closer link with Hungarian economic
developments. It is equally important to study likely changes in capitalist
markets and the advantages they offer, not to mention the possibilities
of extending contacts.

Conditions at home must be studied as well. The economy has reached
a stage of intensive growth which is likely to last for some time. The eco-
nomic structure, technological development, the use made of the labour
force, and the husbanding of the factors of production must all be adjusted
to the resulting requirements. Working out long-term developmental trends
in the price, wages and income systems is also a most important task.

Attention will necessarily be concentrated on the tasks outlined. Ways
of overcoming difficulties and contradictions will be investigated. The
conditions for economic progress have become tougher. This demands more
from everyone, more disciplined work of better quality. This must be
remembered as much as all the work done which deserves recognition,
on which future progress is based, | mention this because | am convinced
that loyal socialists, including economists, know of no greater spur than
an awareness that honest work makes sense and that they share in results
achieved by all the workers pulling together. The work and knowledge
of Hungarian economists also finds expression in the results achieved.



SCIENCE POLICY AND MANAGEMENT

by
GYORGY ACZEL

he general assembly of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences is an
event of considerable importance in the scientific life of Hungary.
The 1976 general meeting, the one hundred and thirty sixth,
proved no exception. Important decisions were taken, new members
elected and office-holders chosen. The president’s opening address, the
general secretary’s report, the lectures delivered, and an address by the Prime
Minister, all contributed to make this an outstanding survey of achievements
and account-taking of the present position.

Having familiarised myself with the documents and the message of the
general assembly, | should like to comment on certain facts and phenomena,
achievements and shortcomings alike, chiefly on things which are related
to science policy, and to public issues related to science. Politics are not
secondary and extraneous to science, but are factors acting on the person
of the scientist which he has to know his way about, else he cannot obtain
lasting success in the study of his particular corner of reality, nor can
he hope to change it.

Science must adjust itself to the requirements of the age, that is the
consensus of this meeting as well. The Academy cannot be allowed to be
an institution maintaining a rigid, conservative academicism out of touch
with practice. Tradition and innovation must be integrated with the
emphasis on the latter.

If the Academy accepts these dialectics of life, it will be able to retain
what is good and reject what is obsolete and unnecessary; making room

The Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the highest scientific institution of the country, maintains
and directs a number of research establishments. This year’s general assembly of the Academy was
attended and addressed also by Deputy Prime Minister Gyorgy Aczél. We publish a slightly abridged
version. (Ed.)
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for the new. If such a way of looking at things asserts itself we can perhaps
forget some of those “evergreen”, but long overripe subjects, such as the
coordination of research done in universities and at institutes of the academy,
and their concerted better adjustment to social needs. Speaking generally:
research and science instead of being introspective should, true to their
role in socialist society, become more and more open. What is needed
is an Academy that is increasingly sensitive to the interests of society.

General conditions in science

Every science is aware that life “regrettably” is impatient, demand-
ing action now. We must bow to reality and happily acknowledge
its impatience. The commands of reality, of this fast changing world,
must be obeyed with alacrity.

It was said earlier that what science achieves is always weighed and judged
by posterity, let me add something new, that the present progressing
at growing speed is increasingly able to judge the performance of science.
Scientists have always dreamt of their knowledge being appreciated,
applied and utilised by the present, but they did not always succeed
in achieving this. Today, however, social circumstances being as they are,
scientific progress and practical application appear in such quick succession
that the objective possibility exists for the present to be able to appreciate
and, what is more important, make use of some of the results. This is the
only way to look ahead. The work needed is of the kind that prepares
the future and, what is more, helps bring it closer.

What has to be clarified first is the degree to which genuine objectives
form the backbone of science today. Everything depends on this. What
is being commissioned and how, and who choses what sort of subject, and
what do they wish to reject? This should be the approach to ways of
directing scientific research as well.

The scientific bodies created by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences,
in the work of which scientists participate, are accorded an increasing role
in the life of the country. Their working methods exert a decisive influence
on the efficiency of research institutes and of science in Hungary as such.
Their views are carefully considered by all who hold responsible positions
in politics or economics.

This is why the responsibility of scientific bodies has increased enorm-
ously, particularly as regards creating the sort of atmosphere in which
scientists do their work.
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Research workers are not supermen, but since the conditions for high
quality work are given, one may rightly raise ethical standards as well.
There is no need to draft a code, what is more desirable is to influence
public thinking so as to stop the morally inadmissible, for example,
irresponsible manipulations connected with the nomination of members.

Greater social access to science would do much to help clean up the
atmosphere in which scientists work. Inbreeding must come to an end,
and greater attention should be given to practice and education when
recruiting new staff. The gates of research should be opened to talented
secondary-school teacher graduates. Social mobility must be made to apply
to science as well. The scholarships system should be extended, with
special emphasis on work at home, since in many cases it certainly does not
warrant a trip abroad.

Training the young generation must surely figure high amongst the
duties prescribed by a hypothetical moral code. Pride in being the only one
in one’s field is a distorted ambition. What should be a source of prestige
is the number of young people one has trained to carry on the good work.

A man of outstanding talent should not be compelled to go through all
the rungs of the ladder. No one is too young who possesses the necessary
ability, perseverance and strength. Einstein was 26 when he formulated
the special theory of relativity. In this country it is to be feared that
a 26-year-old Einstein would be considered too young to present a thesis
for the candidate’s degree.*

One can often hear the argument that others should be given precendence
owing to age, rank, or other considerations immaterial to science. And yet
waiting one’s turn, the principle of seniority, is difficult to put up with
even in the bureaucracy, let alone in science. Janos Bolyai was 29 when
he wrote his epoch-making work—as an appendix to his father’s book.
With an appendix of such modest size he would find it fairly difficult
to get on today. Openness and purity in scientific life, publicity that
implies control, is the best condition for talent to come through.

Research workers and administrative heads

Most of those who head research institutes, of course, also do research
work and—as the Academy’s review Magyar Tudomany recently showed—
strive first of all to gain further scientific distinction. The question is how

#iCandidate—A post-graduate degree, awarded by the Academy of Sciences, which ranks above a
doctorate awarded by universities but below the Academy’s doctorate.
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far one can appreciate this, and when is it done at the expense of the col-
lective; that is of administrative work?

How can the research performance of the head of an institute and
collective research work be reconciled, and how can they be evaluated?
Do not personal ambitions injure the interests of the institution and the
community’s interests, higher even than those of the institution?

If the subject studied by the head undeservedly receives greater support,
who knows where and how this can be questioned? One is ashamed to say
that this still calls for courage today. In some of the institutes a junior
research worker brave enough to raise such an issue runs no small
risk.

A number of other questions also arise in this connection. Such as, for
example, the expropriation of large and special equipment, shall | call it
personal property of objects in social ownership. Some use and exploit
as private capital certain appliances and installations bought and operated
at public expense. There are heads of institutes, and senior research workers
who are unwilling to allow others, even persons working in the same
institute, to have access to expensive and fast deteriorating equipment.
They use it only for their own research even if capacities remain unexploited
as a result. In some fields it has become fashionable to take possession
of apparatus or equipment of great value that is a source of status. In a pro-
vincial town, for example, the heads of two neighbouring research institutes
asked for central assistance in procuring for each of them the same type
of large instrument, at great expense, although one appliance would have
been more than enough to satisfy the needs of all those doing research
in that town. This cannot be tolerated, either from the economic or from
the moral point of view, it shows irresponsibility towards the people,
towards those who work hard to create—to produce—the material conditions
of scientific research. It costs too much to employ scientists who want
to attain authority through “status” equipment rather than performance.

The proliferation of subjects, the “my subject is my castle” attitude
also causes much damage. The fact is that there are no “appropriable”
subjects as “private property” which strangers are not supposed to trespass
on. A dividing up of the scientific territory into strips is harmful not only
because it is detrimental to the efficacy of research but also because it
damages human relations.

Hungarian participation in international research depends on the domestic
structure of science. One of the most important conditions is that integra-
tion and cooperation within Hungarian science should be closer, and there
should be far more substantial knowledge of results attained by others.
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As long as cooperation among Hungarian scientists is unsatisfactory, as long
as research results are not synthesised, in spite of relations abroad enter-
tained by some, one cannot join as expected in international activities,
first of all in the research work done in the socialist countries. Progress
in this respect can be assured primarily by the sound public spirit of
individual institutes if everybody is aware of the problems, and the head
of the institute does not permit, or even demand, that his name be included
among the authors, though everyone knows he has done none of the work.
Since these wrongs affect the smaller part of science only it is still possible
to cope successfully. It would therefore be timely to distinguish severely
between normal, sound and natural personal ambitions and desires which
exist in every man, and careerism. Careerism to my mind is when someone
without doing any work manages to acquire title, rank and everything else
that is due to man only for his labour.

Scientific schools are an important and recurrent question. Cliques are
the greatest obstacle in the way of creating new schools. Either we have
a school or we have a clique. A school is based on debates among members,
not cliquish intrigue. It was said earlier, a trifle humorously perhaps but
I think in ill-chosen words, that there is peaceful coexistence in certain
sciences in this country. This is a remark that cannot be peacefully ignored.

We use the term peaceful coexistence in connection with different social
systems, and this really and clearly makes sense. In world politics—if we
keep the future of mankind in view—there can be no other alternative.
If. on the other hand, one thinks of those who share a Marxist view of life,
research scientists who have differences of opinion, the use of the term
peaceful coexistence is absurd and inadmissible. Differences of opinion
must be discussed, they must not be hushed up. Peace at any price in one’s
daily work only leads to intellectual torpor. Indulgence of this kind only
causes damage. If one cannot arouse a sound and ardent debating spirit,
then scientific schools will not evolve, and science will make no progress.
Where no schools have evolved because there was no discussion, direction
was obviously of poor quality.

Criticism and ethics

The closer to one another people are ideologically, in respect of spheres
of interest and ambitions, the sharper differences of opinion concerning
concrete questions of detail. That is how it should be. One should not be
afraid of the ensuing conflicts, debates should be carried through to the end
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with scientific rigour—this is required by the interests of science and
of the country.

On the other hand, the groups which have come into being based
on particular interests, that is the cliques, bar the way of worth-while
scientific discussion, in which there is, and there can be, no other angle
than the approach to truth.

The progress of science points to the integration of specific research,
the Academy however often supports smaller groups. This is a dialectic
process. There is specialisation and there is synthesis. In order to progress
along the line of synthesis as well, specialists have to collaborate. Let them
give, so they can take, using what they have achieved themselves to construc-
tively criticize the work of others, thus helping each other.

This, however, can only be done if no one starts with the idea that
someone might get cross because another criticizes his work. Let me
repeat, scientists are not supermen, yet they have greater responsibilities
which they cannot evade. In their corner of human activity commitment
to truths that were fought for is not only a matter of honour but a working
tool. It is up to criticism to fight against the resurrection of scientific
dogmatism and not in the sense of the term used when speaking of the
ideology of the fifties. The point is that there is danger of dogmatism
if some try to apply mechanically, to today’s reality, a truth that applied
to yesterday’s. It is still worse when they cling to truths that were merely
imagined and described but not confirmed yesterday either.

Nor should one forget another danger: relativising the truth in a way
which ultimately leads to scientific nihilism, and the self-denial of science.

Only Marxism-Leninism can really protect against all these dangers,
if one’s knowledge of it is sound, and it is properly applied. One often
speaks, and with good reason, of the importance of interdisciplinary
research, it should not be forgotten there that it is not enough for physicists
to work with biologists or mathematicians, it should be clearly told as well
that neither a chemist nor a historian can do successful work now without
applying the scientific world outlook of the age, that is Marxism-Leninism.

A step forward must be taken in scientific criticism. Criticism is one
of the most important tools of science policy, not only in the social sciences
where it is indispensable owing to its ideological and epistemological
function, in every science however it is its job to explore the truth and
not to accept any other approach. Of course, general conditions in scientific
life depend on whether the tasks at the core of science are realistic and,
what is inseparable from this, whether a realistic, businesslike, objective
and correct criticism prevails.

3
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Hungarian science is concerned with significant questions of nature,
society, and technology, it has won an important place both in the shaping
of the way of thinking of the nation and in economic growth. The moulders
of consciousness, however, have to shape and develop more effectively the
socialist character of public thinking in their own fields. Does Marxist
criticism prevail, as it should, in the workshops of science, are scientific
debates channelled in the way they should be? One cannot answer unambig-
uously that everything is in order.

Scientific criticism largely depends on the inner laws of particular sciences
(natural science or social science; basic research or applied research). In the
case of experiments in research evaluating performance is less troublesome
than in other scientific pursuits. Nevertheless it has to be said that no science
can do without criticism. Exact methods can tell whether an experiment
was a success or failure, but deciding whether the experiment was necessary
in the first place is up to science policy. In order to answer it is not enough
to examine the process of experiments but comprehensive scientific
criticism is also needed.

It is especially important to apply Marxist-Leninist criticism in the
social sciences, where experiments have a very limited scope, and where
the objective scientific truth filters through the prism of interest relations.
(This does not mean that the natural sciences are outside the pale of interest
relations.)

In this sphere it is up to criticism to enforce the public interest without
prejudicing objective scientific truth. Since we know that criticism is not
exempt either from the interest influences exerted on the social sciences,
a criticism of criticism is also needed.

Science can be said to be really public-spirited when science policy
considerations transmitting the social interest increasingly coincide with
its own aspirations. The ethical aspects of scientific activity cannot be
examined apart from the problems of public access. The controlling func-
tion of public access in order that public opinion might judge human
attitudes in accordance with genuine knowledge and requirements has ever
been basic to the assertion of ethical norms. Socialism has created better
conditions for such an openness. Public access to science is not without
its problems in Hungary; more precisely, everything that should be, is not
properly publicized, and antisocial manifestations are also given some scope,
and there are others who hypocritically create an appearance of satisfying
ethical and political requirements. The lives of the majority of scientists
are governed by the same norms as are valid throughout society and there-
fore it can be said that the great majority are interested in seeing things
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clearly and in the sort of publicity which action, and taking up a position,
require.

I don’t think that what I propose to refer to is a mere linguistic problem,
it has profound implications, for politics and for a scientific outlook.
I read something by Julien Benda once which Miklés Radnéti the poet
chose to live by. “A badly constructed sentence is like a broken window
pane”. Ecclesiastical language necessarily kept people away from knowledge.
Hungarian scientists are guided by different considerations, but even so it
is inadmissible that good Hungarian expressions should have unreasonably
been thrown overboard by some sciences, that progress be towards bookish-
ness instead of towards knowledge, which is often given a pseudo-scientific
dressing. If we peel off the pompousness and look behind the text,
what we find there is often something extremely simple and simple-
minded.

Looking over Hungarian scientific periodicals, | frequently experience
grey tedium and professional esoterism. The inordinate use of scientific
jargon makes many journals—and many articles judged to be important
by their titles—unreadable and unusable. In other cases, especially in soci-
ology which is progressing fast, it is the approach, and methodological
fetishism, which provide alarming examples. There are literary studies
which, analysing easily intelligible works, ultimately transform them into
inexplicable puzzles. Instead of paving the way to such works, they often
block it. Perhaps because they write not for the readers of the periodicals,
but for the Scientific Qualifications Committee which awards scientific
degrees.

No one can deny that the nature of communication varies from discipline
to discipline, depending on the nature of the object. But it is unnatural
that, for example, the social sciences, in the great part of which application
is equal to communication, high-falutin’ texts meant for initiates should be
published. Science ought to become a force of production not only in the
technical sense, it is also indispensable in the shaping of the principal
force of production—man, with his consciousness and range of vision.
For this, however, scientific publications are needed which show an aware-
ness of this demand.

Something should be said about the desire for a research job. | know
nothing about athletics, yet | read with interest that an American athlete
had improved the world record for a ioo-meters by a tenth of a second.
I am convinced that he was not alone on the track, that he did not just race
against the clock. Eight men started, all athletes of about the same standing
as the world-record holder. In science, on the other hand, we try to get rid

3
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of competitors, although he who does that diminishes himself, his own
strength, depriving himself of the chance of victory.

Lenin’s dream that has since come true was socialist competition which
would mobilise persons, individuals, hundreds of millions of them, as against
the drabness of bourgeois society, replacing the dozens or hundreds of
competitors in the latter. But this competition radically differs in spirit
and practice from bourgeois competition or rivalry stimulated merely
by the desire for personal success. In socialist society solidarity must be
the law, the paramount law, of life and work. Only on such a new basis
can the sort of competition blossom in which talent and knowledge, and
perseverance triumph, competition is to do one’s best for the social good,
and not for barren laurels.

If the striving for monopolistic positions aspiration for absolute hegemony
and the elimination of rivals is murderous in its effect, then it is certainly
so in science. The age of kings is over in this field, as well. Where court
jesters only can tell the truth, and only sometimes, there is no home
for truth.

In the building of socialist society it was not all that long ago when
genetics, cybernetics and certain other disciplines of knowledge were held
back by the actions of scientists in other fields that brooked no competition.
This was true of certain social sciences as well and impaired the scientific
character of Marxism-Leninism, making it difficult to study things how
they really were.

Having learnt their lesson those responsible for science policy, and those
who direct research, as well as scientists have to strive to guarantee the free-
dom of scientific research, discussing things in a manner democratic and
in keeping with high principles, disseminating and applying scientific knowl-
edge, thus enriching the science and ideology of Marxism.

Scientific qualifications

The system of scientific, post-graduate qualifications is one of the most
important selection mechanisms. If, however, this system equally grants
degrees for mediocre, superficial, far from scholarly, only apparently but
not really major scientific performances, then this is an insult to those who
have seriously worked for science.

There is a danger of post-graduate degrees being devalued. A stop must
be put to this process and standards have to be raised.

No scientific performance, no work of value for science, can be achieved
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if the only impulse behind it is the striving to obtain a post-graduate
degree. It is equally inadmissible to judge the relevance of subjects by
whether the applicant, using a trick or two, is able to give his work a title
that allows it to be classified as high priority research. In many cases the
chosen subjects are forcibly “connected up” with such high-priority fields.
If someone in this country wishes to study elegies, there is no need to connect
them up with the scientific and technological revolution just to lend the
subject a more modern appearance, making it more marketable. A contri-
buting factor of devaluation is also that qualifications are mostly decided
without a confrontation with scientific opinions of real and common
interest, that is a constructive exchange of views promoting the interests
of the common cause is avoided.

A good few years ago the Academy of Sciences laid down that the work
of scholars with qualifications should be re-examined from time to time,
and the candidate’s etc. degree might be withdrawn from those who for five
to seven years have done no research. The resolution had no teeth and very
little was done as a result. It suffices for someone to write a thesis, pass
the necessary examinations, and he has qualifications for life. Thus nobody
requires systematic scientific work, or continued intellectual presence.
A single thesis enables one to obtain a title and extra allowances until
death.

In certain disciplines post-graduate degrees turned into a system of
allowances. Examinations have to be passed if one wishes to continue doing
research work. Such examinations have become formal conditions of pro-
motion.

If degrees are conferred on undeserving persons, this is an insult to the
whole of science. If a negative precedent occurs, if someone is granted
a degree for a poor performance, what moral ground is there to object
to the granting of a degree for other similar work? Poor performance in this
way justifies the acceptance of forty, fifty or a hundred other poor theses.

The practice of science policy is also to be blamed for this, since, for
example, university appointments have been subjected to the holding
of a post-graduate degree. But if we have made a mistake, let us not be
ashamed of rectifying it. A person may be an excellent teacher, someone
who gives a start to future scientists, without having obtained any qualifica-
tion himself. A person may be an outstanding healer likewise without
ahigher degree. The current situation must therefore be ended. The Academy
of Sciences should do its best to stop this process of devaluation, and to
enforce a much higher standard.

It is also a task of the Academy of Sciences to establish at last an evalua-
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tive order of collective work. We all have a duty to promote the birth
of such collective works.

Let us eliminate contingency, and let there be greater responsibility
in selection on the basis of experience. Let us create the possibility of
preventing abuses of knowledge in such a way that rejection should not
mean disgrace, appeal should be possible, but that the feudal-minded
hierarchy should stop strangling science.

In addition to exercising a selecting function, post-graduate degrees ought
to mirror also the organic development of science, its relation to society,
and to the economy.

One important task of the executives of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences might be to revise the system of post-graduate degrees it awards,
enforcing more consistently the social interest against the monopolistic
position which keeps particular interests to the fore.

Present andfuture

Before the year 2000, having entered the last quarter of the century,
we have to talk more, and in greater detail, about the future, doing something
about it. In many respects all of us are working for the next century.
We now lay the groundwork for the new era, and it is not irrelevant how
we do it.

In this work, science has to play a conclusive and qualitatively new role
which is now in the making. Science and research are organically linked
with all aspects of social practice, without being distinct from them, and
will in future simply become the duties of a job.

One has to make use of the opportunity of shaping the future scientif-
ically. This is why the significance of investigating future tendencies of
development, and the importance of long-range planning, has increased.
We have to construe realistically the role played by the scientific and
technological revolution. It has vast perspectives, but distilled, lifeless
technocracy can make one blind and lead to the loss of human perspectives.
This is why we have to concentrate on the scientific exploration of social,
conscious, individual and community relationships, on the historical forma-
tion of the active cooperation of conscious communities. For this purpose
science will require active, creative collectives, and men with real personal-
ities. The two get on well together and even presuppose each other.

What Lenin had to say is most apposite in this connection:

“The hangers-on and spongers on the bourgeoisie described socialism as a
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uniform, routine, monotonous, and drab barrack system... Only now is
the opportunity created for the truly mass display of enterprise, competi-
tion and bold initiative... One of the most important tasks today, if
not the most important, is to develop this independent initiative of the
workers, and of all the working and exploited people generally, develop
it as widely as possible in creative organisational work.”*

In connection with the 1969 resolution on science policy there has been
much discussion about democracy in science. Allow me to make a relevant
point.

What can democracy be really like in science?

Someone remarked that the holder of a candidate’s degree can receive
more money to help him in his research than an academician or a university
professor and head of department. | very much hope that in justified cases
this is really so. | wish there were many such cases. Provision with funds
should not be made dependent on status but on the subject and the result.
I should again like to refer to Einstein, who was neither a candidate nor
a university lecturer yet when he formulated his special theory of relativity,
and fortunately he was not required to hold a post-graduate degree, or else
he may not have obtained it to this day either; he might have failed in some
of his special examinations. A judgement of scientific performances cannot
depend on how old the person is or on his status. There is no progress if talent
is not unconditionally supported. The great scientist is glad to see those
more promising than he. He owes this to his moral standards. Appreciation
should be based on the scale of values and knowledge, and not on official
status. This is a primary democratic requirement.

It is known that the nth Congress of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’
Party has dealt in detail with questions of democracy, including democracy
on the job.

Well, job democracy applies to research and science as well. Without
looking for a forced analogy, we have to see clearly, in the improvement
of the social efficacy of research and science, democracy on the job plays
the same key role as in other sectors of life.

All that | have said about criticism, the true appreciation of research
and scientific results, qualifications, and the researcher’s ethics, is implied
in democracy on the job. One may rightly ask therefore whether research
establishments of the Academy, and other research authorities have done
enough in shaping a democratic, creative atmosphere of the place of em-
ployment. As | see it, they have not, certainly not yet. It is hard to imagine

*V. |. Lenin: coltected works VOI. 26, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1972. pp. 404—409. “How
to organise competition’”, 1917.
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that in places of research with a sincere, creative atmosphere, where open
debate, the mutual confrontation of differing views, constructive criticism
are the rule, there should be research projects which are alienated from social
demand, and mostly serve individual ambitions and interests, being carried
out by appropriating the needed research equipment and personnel.
To further develop democracy in science is one of the most important
tasks of science policy. Energetic measures should be taken against mono-
polistic positions and ambitions. Only in this way is it possible to guarantee
the expansion of talents. Whereas socialism cannot afford to waste even
one man fit for creative work in vanity fair.

Further development of research management

With the current revision of the implementation of the science policy
directives, by improving the management of research, what has to be
achieved first of all is that science and research development in Hungary
should be more closely, more organically related to social practice, to the
whole of society; that they be better integrated with the international—above
all the socialist—division of labour. But this cooperation cannot be measured
by the number of subjects of joint research; it is more essential to follow
the same direction on the principles of this cooperation, and its Marxist-
Leninist foundations. With a view to this broad integration internal
integration has to be strengthened as well. Science should not be a separate,
self-contained sector of social activity, it should be firmly linked to the
economy, culture, education, state administration, politics, to the entire
movement of society. That is, beside its reality-exploring function, its role
in the shaping of reality should grow as well. All this does not, and cannot,
jeopardise the autonomy of science and scientists and the scientific founda-
tion of research.

It is still a weak point of science policy that it has been little able to draw
into its scope the comprehensive guidance of international relations, and
to ensure that domestic research development is more closely linked to social
practice. There is still much to be done in these fields.

Open access in science, scientific ethics, democracy on the job are all
tasks in which progress cannot be expected exclusively from a new system
of management. The solution of these tasks in part belongs amongst the
duties of the scientific institutes of the Academy. Progress can be expected
only from the joint activity of the whole of Hungarian science, both research
workers and those in charge of them.
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Research must be directed based on the social and national economic
interest. Here as well as everywhere this is what management has to serve.
Good management is almost invisible, being of an ancillary character
in the noblest sense of the word. At the Academy this means that the
effectiveness of management has to manifest itself in the concentration
of forces and in the results.

While stressing this, it also has to be said that here—just as in the arts
and literature—creative discontent is equally needed. Science should feel
the absence of commissions from the state, it should want more and expect
more, and policy also should expect more because the sciences underwent
rapid dynamic development precisely at the time when enterprise prospered
and the demand for commissions was great. This kind of uninterrupted
two-way process must enjoy support.

One cannot of course expect wonders from the improvement of manage-
ment. There exists no automatism that settles things by itself, without
cooperation, enterprise and risk-taking. We have to examine our common
business and do so in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism, understanding that
it is necessary constantly to disturb minds and constantly to reconsider
what was decided yesterday. This means that change is needed, and | am
convinced that this need for change today comes from the depths
of Hungarian science.

The freedom which the Party and the socialist system guarantee science
in the interest of the people involves immense responsibilities exercising
which is difficult and complicated. The country is mature enough to make
better use of opportunities and responsibilities. When there is so much
talk about the management of science, this means that scientists should
assist in working out the system of management, it is they who can really
implement the system in the creation of which they have participated.
Scientists should help to ask questions, and formulate them well, for if they
succeed in this, it will naturally be easier to answer them.

Changes ripe to be made offer an opportunity which may lead to better
cooperation and speedier development, and which may in future enable
us to remove a few recurring subjects from the agenda and to start seeking
solutions to some problems requiring further efforts.



CULTURE, COMMUNITY,

AND SOCIETY

TIBOR HUSZAR

Part One

The question arises whether the last
seven years are characterized by stagnation
or dynamic development, whether, as aresult
of the introduction of the new system of
economic management, the conditions for
greater access to culture and education have
become more favourable or were such un-
solved problems pushed into the background
following the application of the principle
of profitability over a wider range, whether
economic considerations necessarily streng-
then the materialist approach. Has damage
been done to the values of collectivism?
Such and similar questions have cropped up
in turn in the course of reflections on the
economic and cultural development over the
past seven years.

Questions are often dramatically for-
mulated. Progress made during the last plan
period, however, was much more prosaic.
Factual analysis fails to confirm the un-
critical eulogists of the new system of eco-
nomic management or those who feared an
apocalypse. One of the major results of this
period is that public opinion has become
more rational; it takes into account the
contradictions, that is to say the paradox,
that even achievements can have their seamy
side. Different social spheres do not develop
at an identical pace und justified demands
may sometimes run counter to one another,
and so on.

Emphasis on “either—or” is as recurrent
a characteristic of the analyses of a dramatic

tone as the hope that a sharp line can be
drawn between light and shade. The question
may be asked whether or not positive and
negative beginnings are clearly enough sepa-
rated in social change; whether only wrong
decisions have unfavourable consequences,
while an the consequences of well-found-
ed ones in accord with historical necessity
were “favourable” and free from contradic-
tion.

Sharp lines of distinction can, of course,
be drawn in history. For instance, the in-
terests of capitalists and workers act as a
watershed. It is also beyond doubt that the
political and ideological positions of im-
perialism and socialism are fundamentally
divided by antagonistic contradictions. It is
much more complex a venture to classify
phenomena if, under the conditions of so-
cialism, the different aspects of our own
development and strivings are examined, if
the sharp line of distinction is drawn in the
day-to-day activities between phenomena,
decisions or institutions. What is *“good”
or favourable and what is “bad” or unfavour-
able often occur simultaneously, they are
intertwined and do not appear as unam-
biguous. It is the duty of the political leader-
ship to study the nature of contradictions
making full use of the social sciences, analys-
ing the reactions of public opinion and trying
to understand in what respect and to what
extent negative implications are symptoms”,
accompanying new institutions and relation
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not to mention finding out their underlying
causes. It must be borne in mind that every-
thing is dependent on degree. In certain
cases negative features might grow stronger
at such a pace that intervention, that is a
change in the original decision, proves to
be necessary. On other occasions, however,
tension remains within legitimate bounds
thus serving as an impetus.

Basically criticism of the new system of
economic management ignores such aspects
of development. It does not reckon with the
given historical circumstances, with the pe-
culiar overlapping of past, present and fu-
ture. It looks for that unambiguity offered
so readily by Utopias even in places where
contradictions render phenomenaambiguous.
Thus it was supposed that each decision
stimulating the development of the national
economy directly serves culture. If, however,
it disappoints expectations, the disillusioned
reverse their position. Prominence given to
the material needs of the workers drags them
off their pedestal, since an appeal to indi-
vidual interests makes people selfish. In
reality the relations between the economy
and politics and intellectual life are not as
simple as all that. It is true that in the final
resort it is life that determines mind (or
ways of thinking), but life does not develop
along straight lines. Changes become per-
ceptible in the mind through a wide variety
of refractions.

One of the characteristics of Hungarian
development (which has not as yet been
analysed adequately) is that prime consumer
demands emerge simultaneously and inten-
sively which have already been successfully
satisfied by the bourgeoisie in capitalist
countries with highly developed industries.
At the same time such needs relating to
social and cultural values arise as are con-
nected with the essence of socialism and can
only be met in a socialist society. The whole
question of access to culture and the part
played by the community in transforming
its structure must be looked at in the light
of this contradiction.

2

Culture under socialism needs an active
and thinking public; the demand for know-
ledge, man taking an interest in things and
wanting to know more are its preconditions.
The question arises whether the new system
of economic management has stimulated or
weakened the demand for education and
whether the cultural indices of the past
seven years show a step forward or back-
ward.

There are several intersecting tendencies.
Over the past seven years the stress has been
on qualitative indices alongside their quan-
titative counterparts in virtually every aspect
of life.

The new system of economic manage-
ment introduced new incentives on which
it increasingly relies. Wages and other in-
come are more directly attached to perfor-
mance, and the indices reflect the efficiency
and profitability of labour more tangibly.
Although the possibilities in this respect are
far from exhausted, the changes have made
workers and members of the cooperative
farms more interested in the progress made
by their factory or farm. During the period
of socialist construction the extent to which
opportunities are exploited (another point at
which the qualitative factors come into pro-
minence) is dependent on how well-informed
and educated those working in a certain fac-
tory or farm are, how wide their horizon is
and what managers know of their rights
and duties.

The structure of consumption has under-
gone remarkable changes. The proportion
of durable consumer goods increased in
family budgets. The number of refrigerators,
washing machines and TV sets per one
hundred households rose. By early 1974 one
family in twenty owned a car.

Growing savings bank desposits show
that many have major purchases in mind.
Since this trend has coincided with the gra-
dual introduction of a five-day week and
increased leisure there is good reason to
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assume that all this points to improving
living conditions. A mechanized household
releases energies to be devoted to fun and
culture; television offers relaxation while
providing information. Saturdays off allow
growing numbers to attend theatres and
functions arranged at local houses of culture.

Such consequences are undoubtedly pre-
sent as well. Development, however, has not
been, and could not be, free from contra-
dictions in this field either. The historical
background cannot be ignored. Intensive in-
dustrialization needs skilled workers, who
are well educated and whose training con-
tinues in service. The number of those who
completed eight grades of the general school
has grown over the past thirty years; slightly
over half of the population over the age of
15 have done so. Dynamic growth took place
in the number of those who completed se-
condary school, college and university cour-
ses. In 1930, 2.4 per cent had completed
secondary school and 1.1 per cent held a
diploma or degree. By 1920 the figures were
9.4 and 3.3 per cent respectively. The num-
ber of highly qualified specialists is still not
as high as intensive industrial development
and intensive farming demand. Attendance
at certain evening and correspondence courses
has dropped over the past seven years, and
this though general education and specialized
training are of fundamental importance for
economic growth in the long run, and for
plans to give access to culture to increasing
numbers.

Wage differentials between unskilled and
semi-skilled work are not sufficient to offer
an inducement to undergo training. Skilled
workers who can earn a good living and
who have perhaps completed secondary
school are not keen on higher education,
since they believe that their status on the
job or in society will not really change after
hard and long studies.

The younger generation of managers and
executives already hold degrees. Older ones
are reluctant to do their job and run the
risks attendant on tertiary studies. Special

training courses for managers are therefore
provided.

Temporary stagnation appears to be due
also to the present stage in social mobility.
This has affected virtually every section of
society over the past thirty years. Over two-
thirds of present members of the professions
and managers come from working-class fa-
milies, and many did manual work them-
selves. Much the same applies to clerks.
Just over one-third of skilled workers (36
per cent), almost two-thirds of semi-skilled
workers (60 per cent) and more than two-
thirds of unskilled workers (68 per cent)
come from peasant families. There have been
changes not only in property relations but
also in the way of life of farmers’ co-oper-
ative members. They now operate machines,
work in teams where each has his own job
to do, direct technological processes, and so
on. Adaptation demanded enormous energy
especially in the years following 1948, the
year of the major turn. The new managers
and professional people virtually moved from
one educational institution to another, at-
tending political courses and learning lan-
guages. A similar wave of studying was dis-
cernible on other levels as well. Thirst for
knowledge suppressed for centuries broke
to the surface and took advantage of the pos-
sibilities made available by the people’s
power. The importance of this process can-
not be overestimated. It rendered void not
only the cultural monopoly of the former
ruling classes but it also resulted in Hungary
catching up with the leading European na-
tions in educational standards. 1969 figures
show Hungary in third place after Poland
and Switzerland as regards completed school
years. A high price had to be paid for this
rapid development. Many spent their week-
ends with their books. Less time could be
devoted to fun or relaxation. Members of
a family barely said how do you do to each
other for days on end. Signs indicating
fatigue were discernible in certain sections
as early as in the mid-1960s. One can only
suspect the extent and depth of this process.
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Changes in the structure of consumption
followed suit. At this point what was sound
came to be combined with detrimental as-
pects. Pastand present overlapped plastically.
Rapid progress was frequently based on an
excessive or at least one-sided concentration
of energies. The consolidation that followed
the crisis of 1956 which involved every
section of Hungarian society, and the so-
cialist reorganization of agriculture as well,
produced comparative calm. An atmosphere
of social security induced families to draw
up long-term plans. Fundamental problems
such as the home and the education of
children were stressed. Some began to plan
the aquisition of a car, and a holiday home,
ranging all the way from a simple hut to
a cottage on the shores of Lake Balaton.
Realities, however, limited the area of
movement in this field as well. The demand
for the rapid acquisition of durable com-
modities characteristic of virtually every so-
ciologically defined section of society, to-
gether with the fast expansion of require-
ments concerning “qualitative consump-
tion”, will for many years to come have to
reckon with the backward conditions of
outlying isolated homesteads, and the sub-
stantial number of one-room dwellings,
poor standard wooden floors and adobe walls,
a heritage that casts a dark shadow on the
lives of millions even now.

The 1970 census showed a considerable
decrease in the number of one-room dwell-
ings, but their proportion, 46 per cent, is
still high; there has been a remarkable im-
provement in the supply of modern con-
veniences. Homes are better equipped and
supplied with public utilities, but figures
show that at the moment only every fourth
can be described as having “all mod. cons.”
Since 1960 when homes without such con-
veniences amounted to 80 per cent of the
total it has been possible to achieve a re-
duction of only 20 per cent. A considerable
proportion is privately owned. According to
the census of 1970, 67 per cent of homes
are inhabited by owners, 29 per cent by

tenants, 1 per cent by joint tenants and the
remaining 3 per cent are linked to the
occupation of a certain position. How to
enlarge or rebuild what has been inherited
from the past is a concern shared by the
state and the owners of the homes, the
overwhelming majority of which are manual
labourers. Even if the job of reconstructing
such a large number of homes is not dis-
cussed here because of the special nature
of this paper, it is evident without further
analysis why problems such as the building
or acquisition of a new home or the en-
largement of the old one, figure as key items
in family budgets. It was natural for a wor-
ker or peasant and his family some thirty
years ago to live in one room without any
of the modern conveniences. Today this is
unnatural and almost unbearable. The young
insist not only on solving their housing
problems within the shortest possible time
but also on enjoying life. They want to
travel, and go on holidays. They think of
their desire for a car as legitimate, and not
as living beyond one’s means.

Since the mid-1960s, but especially since
the introduction of the new system of
economic management, the authorities have
paid due regard to such demands. Supplies
of building materials were improved and
credit facilities expanded. But monthly in-
comes in the 2,000-3,000 forint range can
only in a limited way finance such require-
ments. That is why both young and old in
all sections of society do overtime, take a
second job, do building work in their time
off, and so on. No doubt this process in-
volved the danger of “privatization” but the
crucial element of endeavours of this kind
is to provide millions with basic living con-
ditions. One has to live in an ideological
ivory-tower to identify this with the con-
sumer mentality prevalent in the US and
other developed capitalist countries.

At the same time it is beyond doubt that
changes in the way of life consumed energies
that had served culture in the years im-
mediately following the liberation. Besides
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the increase in the number of television
viewers, the “regrouping” of energies is also
responsible for the decline in theatre and
cinema attendances and in the number of
people looking for entertainment in houses
of culture, or those who want to carry on
their studies. This process does not assume
the same form in different sections of the
society, nor can it be judged in the same
manner. A detailed examination of such
processes is a major task for the years to
come.

3

History set the limits of a definite area
of movement not only in respect of the
economic basis. Social conditions and social
intercourse also bear the marks of the past.

From the point of view of the subject of
this paper familiarity with development
characteristics of communities, groups and
associations of different character is of par-
ticular importance. The most ancient com-
munities are based on ties of blood. Not
only Gypsy clans, but Hungarian early
twentieth-century society as well, based on
the family as it was, showed this "natural”
character.

The characteristic family of feudal and
capitalist Hungary was the extended peasant
family which acted simultaneously as a unit
of production and consumption. It differed
according of the stage of bourgeois develop-
ment of the particular section of the peas-
antry. The family house was simultaneously
home and workshop. The family looked after
the children and the old, and inheritance
of property was regulated by strict laws.
Work and leisure were not separated and
holidays were all family holidays; generally,
the rites of christening, marriage and burial
and religious rites as such provided a change
from work. Relatives and the village were
the family’s range; contacts were personal
and of an “I and thou” nature. The forms
of communication were hermetic and strictly
regulated by tradition. Considering that even

in 1940 over four and a half million Hun-
garians lived on peasant holdings, and that
the social life of the families living in small
towns was, for other reasons, confined to
the cultivation of family ties, it will be
evident how patriarchal and closed was the
stock of experiences passed down to those
who inhabited the country subsequent to the
liberation.

Naturally the picture drawn here is no
more than an outline, for it does not reckon
with the hundreds of thousands of migratory
harvest workers and navvies. The traditions
of gangs of reapers, threshers and railroad-
men, or of the organizations for young men
and girls, the institutionally established and
legally regulated communities, the agrarian
socialist movements and the memories of
the Hungarian Red Army, reading circles
and choirs, mutual help associations and po-
litical and cultural movements of various
sorts were present as well. Careful con-
sideration of these traditions is an essential
precondition for reviving or finding the com-
munity forms of collective cultural activity
under socialist conditions.

The living conditions of the workers
were basically different. In capitalist large-
scale industry home and job are separated,
there is a distinct cycle of labour and leisure;
a working-class family is not a labour unit.
The sphere of social contacts broadens.
Working-class families outgrow a patriarchal
framework; those employed in large-scale
industry are aware on the job of the meaning
of co-ordinating energies over a wide range
and of the possibilities involved in co-
operation and joint action. A capitalist plant
is not a community; workers achieve com-
munity experience through struggles for
higher wages and strikes, and through the
work for organizations safeguarding their
interests. Under the specific conditions of
the Horthy regime when the area of move-
ment of the trade unions was strictly con-
fined, the official leadership of the Social
Democratic Party was pretty academic and
the outlawed Communist Party was forced
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underground, the communities became a
framework of life for a comparatively small
section of the working class, a framework
that determined their thinking as a whole
and their way of life. Certain trade union
district groups, those of leather workers,
tailors and gold and silversmiths, workers’
choirs, the Ironworkers Sports Club and the
Workers Athletics Club must be ranked
among such communities. These were not
purely sports, cultural or trade union orga-
nizations by a long shot. Collective cultural
or sports pursuits acted as the framework
of the struggle for a new society; the ethos,
the awareness of joint action and collective
struggle provided the philosophy and the
experience of belonging together. At the
same time specific reflexes of collectivity
came into being in these communities;
leisure spent together, community singing,
knowing each other and responsibility born
for each other came to be an internal demand.

Communities of this kind are “alien
cells” in a capitalist society. The dissolution
of natural communities and the atomization
of individuals are specific characteristics of
bourgeois society. Under the property rela-
tions of capitalism the regulation of either
production or social processes is not a com-
munal activity. Society is a system of com-
munities, only commodity and monetary
relations are universal. Capital causes every
community operating within a given system
to become an illusionary community. The
communities of the workers can only pre-
serve their community features in the face
of opposition displayed by the ruling régime.
In the final analysis this fact explains the
isolation, one of the most tormenting and
unsurmountable symptoms accompanying
bourgeois existence. Individualism is not
simply a moral conviction but the mirror
image in the mind of the actual way of
existence of the bourgeois. This fact cannot
be counter-balanced by the educational
experiments that are otherwise very purpo-
sive and rich in ideas which, in an attempt
to take the edge ofthe young people’sdemand

for a community, turning self-government
into a mere game or, in the case of the Hun-
garian wolf-cub movement, a community in
nature, using the romanticism of forest life
to satisfy the demand for communal living
in children.

The tensions that accumulate in society
re-tune the internal life of communities that
were set up originally with quite different
purposes. For example, the Horthy regime
established several organizations and com-
munities that turned out to serve opposition
movements, thus running counter to their
intended goals. This opposition character
accounted for the cohesion transforming the
game into a major cause and the manipulated
intention into an internal motive. The his-
tory of the Gyorffy College offers a par-
ticularly instructive example.

Accumulation of community experience
involving hundreds of thousands took place
only in the years after the liberation. They
saw the formation of factors leading to the
birth of community movements developing
with unparalleled dynamism; they included
a system of immediate and most distant
objectives based on and verifying one another,
historical tasks necessitating joint action and
the demand for and possibility of working
one one’s own initiative. It was above all the
“presence” in history and not simply the
educational intentions of the leaders that
made the branches of the Hungarian Com-
munist Party, the Organization of the Hun-
garian Democratic Youth, the organizations
of the Movement of the Young Workers
and Apprentices of the Trade Unions and,
in a different sense, the People’s Colleges
and the homes of the National Association
of Apprentices and Young Workers into
communities. The land reform, movements
for the rebuilding of towns destroyed by
war, the reconstruction of railways and
mines, and the struggle for nationalization
were the objectives that served as the
“material” for community action in the years
after the Liberation.

In addition to establishing an ethos of
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responsibility for the common cause these
organizations also provided an experience of
collective action that cannot be substituted
by anything else. The members of these
organizations became good friends, they
needed to be together and to have personal
ties.

From the point of view of the present
debates it is highly instructive that in those
years these political organizations served also
as a framework for cultural and educational
work; moreover, youth organizations were
sport clubs as well. That was the way in
which “public activity” and “private life”
or participation in political discussions and
entertainment could complement one an-
other. This helped to further the constant
widening of the group of the politically
conscious. To have political perspectives is
a result and not the beginning. The motives
prompting one to join a movement can be
various. What is decisive from a sociological
aspect is the identity of interests. An indi-
vidual, however, can become aware of this
only gradually. In the life of quite a few
the workers’ dramatic society or the sports
section of the Organization of Hungarian
Democratic Youth acted as the medium
bringing them closer to politics. In the first
stage one played a part only as a member of
the drama group, then one started touring
the countryside with the other “actors”, one
listened to speakers addressing rallies and
became an active participant of debates.
Meanwhile the range of one’s horizon
widened practically unnoticed and one be-
came a collective-minded person concerned
with politics. Acting together with others
and the recognition that the paths of public
welfare and the advancement of the indi-
vidual are inseparable in the new society,
became part and parcel or the essential pur-
pose of life.

It goes without saying that the years in
question were far from idyllic. The stream
of politics involved hundreds of thousands,
but it failed to extend to the whole of society
that came to be divided in the political

struggles, or even to every section of the
working classes. We know now that there
was plenty of ambiguity in the unanimous
objectives and that many hopes turned out
to be mere illusions. There is no doubt
however that much experienced in those
years remains present in the Hungarian
national consciousness as a living tradition
both as memories and as ideals. Those
members of that generation whose faith
remained unshaken, justifiably demand that
present reality confirm it to them.

4

Socialist society endeavours to mould the
future consciously. It reckons not only with
the past, and while doing so it does not
simply wish to verify the present, but while
examining the present it also purposively
explores and discloses elements pointing to
the future.

In a historical perspective the question of
community is not only, and not primarily,
an educational one. The community is a
typical form of organization under com-
munist conditions of production, in other
words and according to Marx's concept
communist society is the system of com-
munities composed of free individuals. Such
communities cannot be concocted; the
citizens and institutions of socialist society
will establish the appropriate forms of the
community in the process of historical
practice following many an experiment and
at the expense of their own sweat and suf-
ferings. This is not going to take place in
a vacuum, but on the concrete historical
“battlefield”, with the forms of communica-
tion established on the basis of socialist
property and production conditions, with
the positive beginnings being further
strengthened and developed.

The picture of an industrialized and
highly organized society that develops its
independent activities and freedom on this
basis and not the visions of communities of
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consumers separated and isolated from one
another are what a reading of Marx will
yield. Marx did not outline a detailed pic-
ture of the society of the future because of
his specific methodological principles. He
confined himself to indicating the necessities
that were projectible from British industrial
conditions in the 1860s.

The wealth of society which is a pre-
requisite of communist communities can
only be brought about on the basis of
completely automated production the stan-
dards of which are much higher than pre-
sently known. In this respect Marx referred
not only to the changed role of science but
also to co-operation over a wide range and
high standards of organization. Marx
argued that reciprocal interdependence would
have to become refined before one could
even consider social communities.

That is why the socialization of the forces
of production is the first realistic step on the
road leading to the communist society in
several stages. Only social property makes
it possible for exchange not to be the ex-
change of exchange-values but the exchange
of activities that are determined by the
demands and objectives of the commu-
nity.

Society taking possession of the forces of
production, however, is only the initial and
not the concluding stage of the completion
of the community principle. In order to be
able to co-ordinate the diverse development
of man and the demands of community
production making sure that the division
of labour, co-operation and the degree of
organization should not act as the limits but
the means of man’s self-realization it is
necessary for society to possess a much
higher production potential than today.

To this end not only work performed by
man must be multiplied;the intellectual pow-
ers of mankind have to be multiplied aswell,
becoming productive and regulating factors.
Actual wealth is growing less dependent on
the time and quantity of work invested.
Science and technological progress emerge

4

as the principal factors. That is what makes
it possible for a worker to be concerned with
maintenance and regulation in his rela-
tionship to the production process.

As a result of this process not only the
structure of production will be modified,
but there will also be a fundamental change
in its function, or if you like, in its ontologi-
cal status. In the history of mankind to date
production has served the metabolism of
man and Nature. Man was capable of
establishing a second nature inserting tools
as “in betweens” between himself and the
material to be worked. Capitalist large-scale
industrial production already transformed
the labour process into an industrial one
after inserting the industry between the
society and the inorganic nature. Under
capitalist conditions of production, however,
workers could only be a subordinated factor
in the process of production. They were
defenceless against employers who used the
latest achievements of science and technol-
ogy—within given limits—primarily not for
cutting working hours but to obtain increased
surplus value. Thus capitalism brought about
a contradiction. On the one hand it brought
to life all the forces of science, nature and
social intercourse in order to make the pro-
duction of wealth comparatively independent
of working hours used for this process, and,
on the other, the enormous social forces thus
created were intended to be measured by
working time and to be confined to limits
that were necessary for maintaining the
values produced as values. As a result, both
the forces of production and their social
implications (both of which are the different
aspects of the development of the social
individual) are taken by capitalism only as
tools and they accordingly function to per-
form production on its own limited basis.

Communism, on the other hand, takes
advantage of every force offered by science
and nature, “social combination and social
intercourse” for the purpose of shorter
working hours parallel with a decrease in
necessary working hours. A considerable
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part of the labour power of workers is
released. The development of the social
individual becomes the end instead of the
means. Workers are positioned alongside
the production process instead of emerging
as its principal agent. Manual labour per-
formed by man is no longer the cardinal
source of social wealth, nor is the time during
which he works, but the expropriation of
his own general production force, his under-
standing of nature and that he has learnt to
rule over nature collectively. In other words,
it is the development of the social individual
who lives within the community and selects
this community at his own free choice and
who emerges as the cornerstone of produc-
tion and wealth.

This leads to an increase in leisure. Con-
siderable energies are released for self-
education on a society-wide scale. What
appears to be utopia today becomes a pos-
sibility, the precondition of further develop-
ment at a certain stage of progess: man is no
longer tied to a single form of activity.

In order to enable man to subordinate
material powers to his own will again, that
is to become the master of his living and
working conditions, to avoid being the
prisoner of a single segment of social labour
and to acquire means in the community
(or system of communities) necessary for
developing his bents in every possible direc-
tion, it is essential to create the objective
conditions for the interpretation in a new
manner of social wealth and for the demand
for the fullest possible achievement of this
richness. These two factors are indivisible.
Failure because of moralizing criticism to
create objective conditions, that is the
proper standards of the forces of production
and their social implications, not concentrat-
ing the forces at our disposal on the systematic
development of productive capacity in a
country that is underdeveloped in several
respects, and on the strengthening of the
social approach embodied in social property
will frustrate the accomplishment of the job
undertaken in the same manner as if the

adaptation of the socialist goals, values and
demands were neglected with an activity
that is in harmony with this development
and invariably sets out from prosaic reality.
A criticism that condemns the present for
what it has not done in accomplishing the
ideals of communism, regarding the reversal
of the alienation process, a diversely devel-
oped man, society as the system of com-
munities, etc. is as much anti-dialectical
and superficial as a pragmatic attitude that
focuses attention on the present only, leaving
objectives and community ideals for later
consideration.

There is a great deal we dont know yet
about communist society. The knowledge
we possess at the moment, however, in-
cluding the development trends of modern
capitalist industry, the structural character-
istics of the socialist countries and the
infantile disorders that had to be overcome
confirm Marx’s supposition that the diverse
development of man and the universality of
the community form of existence based on
the autonomy of the individual are its
indispensable preconditions. This very brief
and sketchy theoretical detour is thought to
be justified in order to include the perspec-
tives of the future with the effect of bring-
ing home the idea that the standards of
public access to culture and community
institutions are not fringe symptoms and
secondary elements of socialist change, but
that they are related to the very essence.
They simultaneously stand for the objective
and become the preconditions of further
progress in proportion to their accomplish-
ment. The standards of culture and educa-
tion, and the strengthening and institution-
alization of communal thinking are as im-
portant measuring units of the progress by
socialism as the indices of production.
Moreover, at a given stage of progress,
parallel with qualitative factors coming into
prominence, the development of the forces
of production increasingly become functions
of these factors.

No one challenges the truth of this “in
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the abstract”. If, however, formulation is
more concrete, we find ourselves in no time
in the midst of the contradictions mentioned
earlier.

Those hostile to ambiguity would like to
end contradictions and eliminate para-
doxes. History, however, does not tolerate
arbitrary solutions. Taking advantage of
commodity-money relations within the
framework of a socialist planned economy
and at the present stage of development is
an objective necessity. At the same time,
however, it is also true that the magic force
of commodity production which is made a
fetish of, and is a point described by Marx
in pas kapital With such plasticity, can only
be counter-balanced but cannot be eliminated
completely as long as communist forms of
distribution have not been introduced.

That is why negative influences have to
be reckoned with well in advance, and
deliberate endeavours must be made to limit
and counter-balance them. Verbal solutions,
however, are insufficient; a criticism of
phenomena conditioned be the economic
situation that is confined merely to words
can never be effective however passionately
something is said. Comprehensive measures
have to be taken along with purposive and
organized support for institutions carrying
socialist values and forms of intercourse.
Such issues that range from the problems of
social property and socialist democracy
through science and educational policy to
questions of health and social policy include
all the elements that determine, in their
totality, the socialist character of social
conditions.

(To ke continued)



MIKLOS BORSOS AT SEVENTY

by
VIKTORIA L. KOVASZNAI

iklés Borsos the sculptor was born in 1906 in Nagyszeben (today

in Rumania). In 1922 the family repatriated to Gy6r where

Borsos registered at the gimnazium but left after three months.

He trained as a goldsmith and started to draw and paint with-

out instruction. In 1928 he went to Florence and spent five mon
painting. In 1929 he entered the Budapest Academy of Fine Arts, left it
six months later and wandered all over the Ligurian sea coast, the Cote
d’Azur and Provence.

He had his first exhibition of paintings in 1932, and started to sculpt
in 1933. In 1936-37 he became acquainted with Greek and Egyptian
sculptures in Vienna. From 1946 to i960 he taught at the Budapest
Academy of Applied Arts. Besides several Hungarian distinctions he has
won a prize in 1959 at the International Biennale in Carrara. His works
have been exhibited numerous times in Hungary and abroad, and many of
them are in collections and museums in Hungary and elsewhere.

Now, on the occasion of Borsos’s 70th birthday, the Hungarian National
Gallery paid homage to the artist with a one-man-show. It was a good
opportunity to see his collected works and to survey his rich career.

The exhibition shows clearly that the artist’s work, especially in his
later years, has been guided by a vision of the organic unity of nature and
art, while his method has been to conceptualize in forms. The great gen-
eration of artists before him certainly influenced his work but together
with Brancusi and Henry Moore, he was also inspired by Latin culture,
especially in his attraction to portraiture.

Despite the similarities, there are also substantial differences which
stem from Borsos’s roots in Hungarian art. For historical reasons 20th-
century Hungarian history was characterized by a certain phase delay, al-

On Miklés Borsos see also illustrated articles in Nos. io, 20 and 35 of the NHQ.
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lowing more backward tastes to limit any sudden progresses of the arts.
And so despite its remarkable achievements the avant-garde did not de-
termine the direction of plastic arts in Hungary between the wars.

This, and the fact that Borsos was self-taught, influenced his outlook.
His starting point was Greek and Egyptian art as interpreted by the re-
naissance sculptors of Florence. In his first period—from 1933 to 1947—
this motif was particularly perceptible in his blocklike basalt sculptures.
Basalt, being difficult to carve, determined the shape of the work. So his
sculptures in that period, including Mother (1933), Smile (1933), Mourner
(1934) and Worry (1933), were large unit forms without elaborate details.
He carved his stone blocks only until he could give the figure the idea of an
object. The movements of his figures were closed, their expression concise.

His portraits of the period were closer to the principles of art as
imitation of nature. His Woman’s Head (1942) also of basalt, is set fron-
tally whereas his portrait of the painter Jend Barcsay and of the art his-
torian Kéaroly Lyka uses position of the head as part of the characterization.
The vertical position of the Woman’s Head emphasizes frankness and secu-
rity. (It is not accidental that Borsos calls these “heads” and not portraits.)
The mass of hair around the face is not detailed: it forms one block with
the face like the metal masks inspired by African art: the smooth sur-
face, the eyes, eyebrows, mouth, and nose merge into one. Although all
these details project seriousness, a fine smile looms on the face to give it a radi-
ant expression. His female nudes are also block-like but sometimes they fol-
low the architectonical principles of Egyptian sculpture. (Sitting Nude, 1940).

His achievements offered Borsos several possibilities for further progress.
Some of his works carved in white marble around 1947-48, the Breast
(1947, A.G. Miller, New York) or his Woman’s Head (1948) show the
direction he chose following Brancusi’s example in studying the early Greek
Kyklad marble sculptures, in order to find the means to express the in-
terior nucleus of phenomena and more or less peel of all extension layers.
The first sign of this ambition appeared in 1934 in his small torso but he
followed this up only ten years later.

Brancusi and Borsos, although mostly independently of each other, were
both inspired by the idea of the unity of material and form, and by
the notion that though the artist should present only one basic form of his
theme, it should be done perfectly. Their substantial difference resides in
their different approach: Borsos has always wanted to lead back to and
identify man with nature, and his works were always close to the world
of nature, whereas Brancusi had no interest in identifying man with nature.

The process started with the Breast was picked up only much later
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because of the general stagnation of Hungarian art. The next period in
Borsos’s sculpture were the years from 1950 to 1958. At that time official
cultural policy in Hungary kept the plastic arts within narrow bounds.
While the artist had to approach his themes from a realistic angle,
he still preserved the basic features of his style inasmuch as he persevered
with his principal forms. But he did change his material, using mostly the
softer and more malleable red marble. His Tihany Shepherd (1952) is more
an idealized head than a portrait: an old, moustachioed, wrinkled peasant
with a hat pulled down on his head. There is only a hint of his moustache
and the neck of his shirt. The idealized portrait means that Borsos (who
works from spring to autumn at his Balaton villa) sculpted his peasant
as a specific Balaton type to represent the unity of nature and man. In his
other sculptures this ideal character coincides with the classical spirit of
Demeter (1953) or Panndnia (1955), recalling his earlier works only in their
massive form and sensitive, finely polished surface. His two female heads
from 1957, the white marble Day and black basalt Night, already foreshadow
his next period both in style and symbolic content.

Borsos returned to the course begun in the forties only in 1959. From
then onwards his works show increasing intellectual concentration and for-
mal abstraction. He analysed the bases of existence, the phenomena of
nature, and tried to interpret its ancient laws, units, and processes. By means
of nature’s forms he wanted to show nature’s creative force, and he made
his sculptures with nature’s changing, evolving methods. His models were
the suggestive forms of water-formed rocks, he carved his figures from the
marble blocks only until they suggested a shape. The smoothness of his
surfaces evoked the destructive and creative force of water, sun, and air.

Borsos might have shared Moore’s sculptural concepts but his forms
were different. Like Moore, he thought that a sculpture should have an
abstract and yet organic form, recognisable within the world of human
forms while showing a certain pathos and fervour. He remained close to
man and human perceptibility. His forms were not fully detached from the
realistic forms of nature and soil because he considered natural formations
as hidden treasures of form. This principle also existed in early Greek
sculpture. The ideal of beauty suggested by these works developed ac-
cording to the principle of the unity of form and emotion.

While the English sculptor always perferred “open forms”, Borsos, like
Brancusi, stuck with “closed forms”. Moore sculpted dynamic proto-
types but Borsos’s figures are calm, harmonious and smooth-surfaced.
Like Brancusi, Borsos has a deep respect for his material and he models it
masterfully. His choice of material serves the message of his work. The
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direct moulding of stone and marble makes the creator identify with his
material and gain inspiration form it while he is working.

An important feature of Borsos’ work is simplicity, which brings him
closer to the essence of things. The titles of his works may be realistic—
Bud (1965), Erato (1966), Birth (1968), Germ (1969), Seed (1974), Ger-
mination (1974), but their purified message gives them a symbolic meaning.
Some of his works express mysticism, he likes the world of myths as
manifested in his Heads of Mermaids (from 1963) inspired by Giuseppe
Tomasi di Lampedusa’s novellette, Lighea, and in his Birth of Venus (1959).

The sculpture Birth with Egg (1968) is a beautiful symbol of the revival
and continuity of life. The form is recognisable as a bird only after some
looking but then the realistic principal form is evident. Nature appears
in an organic form, for the artist’s aim is not the absolute form itself.
The bird’s body is perforated, the egg in the cavity is the symbol of birth.
The surface is finely polished. Borsos has not renounced the possibility of
expression offered by the reflection of light: on the marble’s softly shin-
ing surface the motion of light varies according to the spectator’s move-
ments and one feels himself a part of nature. The rhythm obtained by
the work’s harmonious proportions evokes an almost musical sensation.

Not all works in the artist’s later period express serenity and harmony
despite finely worked surfaces, for they are not all smooth. His Orpheus (1962)
and Waiting for Godot (1962) are rough to the touch, their surface rugged.
Becket’s figures express hopelessness—there is no way out by holding on
to and supporting each other. Their insecurity is stressed by the sculpture’s
texture, though the bird linking the two has an expression of hope to pro-
ject the artist’s optimism. These works are a continuation of the earlier,
more expressive, more dramatic and passionate works of Borsos such as
the Mourner; at present this style is represented mainly in graphic works.

Borsos is a versatile artist: he also does embossed work and is an outstand-
ing designer of medals. Embossing has been a lifelong activity with him and
although these works complement his stone sculptures we must approach
them differently. They are done by the repoussé technique used by gold-
smiths; their dimensions varied from palm size to several square metres.
Borsos started out as a painter, as reflected in his embossed work. The beau-
tifully shaped figures of the Couple (1939) or Love (1939) create a monu-
mental effect. The large unit forms of the human body protruding from
the flat surface are delineated with firm contours.

The Struggle, a relief of over one square metre was made in 1975. Its
theme is biblical: Jacob’s struggle with the Angel. In this genre the artist
manifested his mastery of composition. The sharp downward lines of the
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Angel’s wings on each side compose a triangle holding the scene, and
symbolize the struggle with God. On the left side the male nude’s back
stepping foot and the Angel’s leg create an inner triangle—these geometrical
forms ensure the work’s stability. The drama of the struggle is expressed
by the tense muscles and the feet strained against the background, throwing
the geometrical order off balance. The work’s style is very much like
Borsos’ earlier reliefs, showing his unbroken continuity, though the
Struggle is more like a painting, its details more elaborated.

He has been making medals since 1947 and his work can be divided
into several periods. His most individual and best period lasted until 1958
when his style was quite independent of any trend or group. He relied on
the basic laws of classical medalling, and worked out his style after
thorough historical studies of the genre. He has appropriated everything
from the almost onestroke characterization of barbarian coins and the
chiseled technique of antique coins to Pisanello. Like these predecessors,
he carves his works directly into the negative, hence the surface of his
medals is flat, the forms composed of sharp and cutting lines. With their
unchiselled background and sharp, dynamic form they create an effect of
movement. (Gyula lllyés reverse, 1950).

The transposition of apainting onto a medal raises special problems. On his
Rembrandt medal (1952) he adapted the scene of David and Saul but took
from Rembrandt’s painting only what he considered essential for his own
purpose. Borsos’ medal is a poetic rendering of the pacified soul, it is his
confession. Despite the small size the details are abundant and every
gesture and movement serves to evoke a mood of intimacy. He filled out
the given circular form harmoniously by slight changes in the king’s figure
and a masterful arrangement of the drapery. Although | have not analysed
his drawings here, they are of essential importance for Borsos’s whole
oeuvre is built on his knowledge and mastery of drawing.

This sculptor shows in his work that he followed everything that was
happening in Europe and chose what he wanted to appropriate from it to
make into an organic part of his own art. His utilization of the achieve-
ments of contemporary art has meant a great deal to Hungarian sculpture
to bring it out if its phase delay. Borsos’s outlook on Europe was all the
more important as a contribution to that development which could come
only from a combination of European achievements and domestic traditions.
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M ikl16s Borsos: Portrait in Hat (1961, marble, 58 cm)
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M ikl16s Borsos: Stargazer (1962, marble, 43 cm)
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M ikl16s Borsos: Lighea (1963, marble
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Miklés Borsos: Bird and Egg (1968, marble, 40 cm)
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Miklés Borsos: Lajos Kassak (1969, red marble, 47 cm) »
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LASZLO BENJAMIN

POEM BY AN UNKNOWN POET FROM
THE MID-TWENTIETH CENTURY

They ranged themselves in facing lines
—switches would soon be thrust in their hands—
and we were braced to run the gauntlet

down through that pure and heartless band.

It is to induce salvation in us

that ethics swishes from both sides;
and if not by fear and humiliation,
we’re bent by chronic belly-gripes.

Endless vigilance, the very virtues
thumped into my long-hunted spine
cheated me of my power to act,
that many-splendoured only-mine.

Between four-dimensioned hell and
two-dimensioned heaven, intention
is no more than a scurrying shadow,
reality a fading apparition.

The world is both a game and a role,
and anyone shouldering its truths should
turn himself to a harlequin

when sets become discarded wood.

Let him play for life and death,

play (he thinks) the man of action.

If being true’s a sin, we must

pretend right through to self-deception.



The double line remains unmoved.

A man’s face begins to change.

And he forgets his memory,

bricks up all his thoughts, makes strange

his decent ordinary speech

clattering like a jester’s rattle:

to alienate false friends, to fool

the informer, he must do his Hamlet.

And the words from the deep—from those born
to be industrious, born to console:

yet even they, reaching the peak,

wore holy claptrap for the cold.

| gave the age the best | had,

it made me in return the gift

of an individual’s death—

and this | think should make us quits.

Since I, if | wanted to outwit

its pretty schizophrenic teasings,
should really have been Caesar, not
this faded epigone of Jesus.

Marches blare out in my ears,
armies mobilize, my name

is being called. What name is it?
Is my name truly still the same?

I know the world needs every man
to lift its burden by one shoulder.
But tell this to the one who bore
my name, tell it to that stranger.



CAVE DRAWINGS
i
A fire in a worldwide darkness.
The old folks’ stories.
Through the words and the bones, over the stones,
blackhearted shadows flicker,
negatives of flames, night’s
unpredictable monster-cubs,
ravening phantoms. The terrors
of childhood. The dead.
Fear lives in my skull,
in my stomach. By day it lives there,
in my dreams it lives there, | fight it,
fight death coming at me from all quarters.
Fear makes me think.
I waylay the shadows curling across the rocks,
out of the twilight, my fear carves them,
1 bind them in unflickering stone.
Copies, imitations? No, but transmuted!
For these are the bold spirits, the foxy hunters,
the fertile mothers, the masters
and guardians and renewers,
the ones that shine out of the dark,
not prisoners but keepers of time.
From the rock-wall they survey their bones.

2

Under my feet the stone,
paved world of men,
hordes, petrol-stench.
Modern times!

A spade’s depth under the stone

the earth’s worms are swarming,

the upholders of order, the doers of justice.
And sunk in deeper, the junk:

the buckles and the bones.



The ferns, the steamy jungles,

gardens of Semiramis, wonders of the world

all pressed in plant-collectors’ wallets,

millennia in slivers,

laminated history.

Nothing but the hopes of those who were shut out
of the promised land—salvation—age of gold—
agnostic heaven: nothing but the future.

It’s all one!—the knuckles sketch a gesture.
No use!—the jaw shards clatter.

The future began when

silent death fumbled over us,

rolled our bones in earth.

We are advertisements for hopelessness,
agitators for drift:

Remember death!

3

I do remember death,

and | commemorate the dead.

While | am here, | carve the images

of life, the words of life, in the stones of the city,

in the memory of the living.

As for that clutter of bones in the ground,

that toothless skull,

everything | shall come to—

it is not that future | am concerned with.

In case they should be buried with me, my plans

I want changed to everyday things.

In the present tense.

My burdens are for no other shoulders!

For good order, for good hunting,

for ourselves and for the unborn

I have sought out friendly hands,

called to kindred passions,

pulled hatred on my head:

and for something more than fear of the dark.
Translated by Edwin Morgan



MIHALY VACI

THE MOST-AGE

See how we produce

with the most modern technology

for the most varied purposes

our most identical products,

in the most varied assortments—but within these
keeping a most eagle eye

on the most similar measurements

most understandably, surely, for within each group
the most minute variation

would cause the most massive confusion, this alone
must be most clearly
most understandable, must it not.

Following the most international interests
the most individual requirements

must be the most universally satisfied. Today
the most individual is what

is the most ubiquitous, and

the most original is what

is the most such-like as

the most absolutely

non-like. Everyone

would most preferably be like what today
mostly everyone is. The

most individual individual is

the most similar to everyone and the one
we can most readily be similar to. The
most original is what

most can

most readily attain. Today the

most dissident is the one who's

the most readily acceptable. The

most dissenting, to whom

most people

most readily
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give assent in most things. The
most revolutionary, whatever
can be played with most safely
with the most innocuous aim
with the most meaninglessness
for the most people.

Today the
most
is the
mere.

This perhaps is

the most understandable

even for the most few

and the most futile too, is it not.

Translated by Edwin Morgan'

SANDOR CSOORI

WHISPERS, FOR TWO VOICES

| was there,

yes, | was there,

a voice whispered to me between

two faded chairs: don’t go away, do you hear? don’t go away!
if you go it will be as if three of you were going!

as if five of you were going,

as if a hundred of you were going,

and in the glass-splintered winter

the trees will wait in vain

for your caresses,

the wheezing thrushes for your crumbs,

do you hear? you could still become the organiser of the earth,
the earth’s best man—
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| was there,
yes, | was there,
I even remember the pulse of the body,
the half-open door, the exposed
nerves
dangling over the threshold—
and then the other voice
from behind the murky wardrobe: what are you waiting for?
you will be given
nothing in exchange for quiescence,
fidelity’s hibernating heart will always be surrounded by snow,
the nipples of women
could still harden under your fingers,
lips to your lips they could still
pump spring into you, but they return
to their mirrors too quickly,
to the site of their desperation,
and you, messianic buffoon: victim of their boiling blood,
will have to beg for a country
to go with the wounds of your body
while you are still able to stand,
the white shirt a wounded man’s bandage.

| WOULD RATHER RUN BACK

What a crazy saint | am,

eating insects, spending nights

among the roots,

from your weeping

and your body fleeing

into bare rooms, to deserts of rejected eyes,
and stones crawl over me like lice,

and the caterpillar-night, and familiar ants,
| journey companioned by trees

to pay my respects to the snow because it is white,
to lovers because they are in love,

but everywhere the evenings are the same,
the silences the same.
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I shun the cities, they yap from the distance
like dogs,
and shun the forests because they are plundered by owls.

I would rather run back to your hair,
to your mouth,
to your creaking wardrobes,
and because you are always craving
I would feed you with myself, my illumination,
my madness, here you are, here is summer,
the blossom of acacia,
blue plum of the seas: the earth,
and | would love you
and | would love you.
Translated by Alan Dixon

ISTVAN CSUKAS

THE MACADAM ROAD REMEMBERS

The remembering macadam road rolls

tanks in Its dream, soldiers shot in the head

march axrd streamers of gauze trail after them:

moonlight; machine-gun nests, warm as laps,

call on It in the curves, at rheumatic milestones,

at village-end, and It by-passes, time and again, the wrecked
airplane and charred pilot with glittering teeth,

and pauses for awhile at the mass grave full of scrambled bones,
and It knows that not far off the spines of their

murderers, like white fish-bones, lodge in a ditch,

It hurries to find that tiny footprint

which hurts the most; it belonged to a fleeing child

whom the charred pilot with glittering teeth mowed down
from behind with a machine-gun, It hurries for day is breaking.
In winter It dreams of salt-coloured bones, in summer of scents.
Smell of burnt flesh, stench of sweat, nauseating fume of gasoline,
armpit odour of jasmine, lung-scent of sainfoin,

rotting-throat scent of lavender, liver-scent of anemone.

5
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In spring chloroform pours down the trees, a bullet-riddled

Red Cross truck stinks, hyperdermic syringes rattle,

white-smocked medical orderlies molder among sickly-sweet reeds
smell of the beach, and officers in shorts tumble out

of the dressing cabins like hermit crabs from the shell.

When was it? When was it? It can remember no longer

exactly and the dream washes everything together, but It knows

the spot, there, where now fishing-rods hang down into the water,
behind the quiet holiday home, on the river bank, the army

having already marched away, two fugitives, pursuer and pursued,
wrestled in silence, and one of them—pursued or pursuer—bit through
the other’s throat; It can still hear the gristle crack.

It hurries, for day is breaking and It still has a lot to dream about,
though It is but a side road with little traffic, and for some distance
It follows the river, sniffs the alcohol breath of willows,

tempts long-distance truck drivers to bathe

and women in light sandals to have brief affairs;

and while the truck waits, water in the apoplectic

radiator comes to a boil. Now It shakes itself: land-mines

crawl over It clumsily like smooth-bellied turtles

and barbed wire barriers gallop through on knock-kneed legs,

and presently It is strewn with corpses, soldiers’ caps,

a mess-tin is knocked about, caught, like a cow-bell,

It can hear this monotonous music a long time; in autumn It dreams
of sound, the cricket-chirring of volleying pistols

in the eardrum-shattering silence of an explosion, trench mortars bark
in throaty voices and a howitzer belches from the stomach, its echo
resounds for a long time, under fraying skies the airplane

gurgles, the throaty microphone sound of wild geese crackles,

and It knows that autumn has come, straw carts sway,

honey-sweet pumpkins shake in the forage rack, the hamster,

cheeks full, stands up straight, watches gophers whistle

in solitary fields, silver foil slips from the horizon:

hoar-frost; the sky whitens and turns blue,

and the macadam road, remembering, finds what had hurt

most, the tiny footprint, and sighs. Day breaks.

Translated by Barbara Howes



CONDITIONED REFLEX

Short story
by
EMIL KOLOZSVARI GRANDPIERRE

rills; vises and presses; polishing machine; preheating oven;
the usual noises, the usual faces. More exactly, she had not
seen Zoli for days but she had not realized it until Zoli ap-
peared again.

haven’t been aware of missing you,” Monika said.

The young man shrugged his shoulders to shake off, as it were, the uncivil
remark. He was not at his self-assertive best; he seemed rather lost in
thought.

“l want to talk to you, Moni. | was just fooling around before but I'd
like to talk now.” He added: “Seriously.”

The girl gave him a searching look from under her eyelashes.

“You already told me once what you’re after. So cut it short.”

They were interrupted by an old woman who came in to complain. She
had the lower plate of her false teeths wrapped in a piece of newsprint and
spoke with a toothless, hissing lisp.

“It keepf flipping off every time | bite.”

The boss came out, washed his hands, held the plate under the tap, told
the old woman to sit down, peered into the open mouth, put the plate
down and took it up again, mumbled, polished, then the ceremony con-
tinued.

“Let’s have lunch together,” Zoli proposed.

Monika shook hear head; she wasn’t going to eat lunch, she was on
a diet. The young man smiled as he gave the girl the once over: her body
bulged in the white wrap she was wearing. A goddess of fertility or something
like that. The girl was an eyeful, she was. It felt good to look at her.

“Feeding those beady little eyes of yours?”

“Then let’s have dinner.”
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Monika shrugged and shot a glance at the boy to let him know she saw
through his every gambit.

“Don’t mind if | do. But I’'m not available, | better tell you that right
now.”

They met at a corner not far from the restaurant. Monika got there a good
quarter of an hour early. She loitered sleepily, gazing at the posters on an
advertisement pillar, walked away, swinging her body lazily, went back to
read once more what she had read already, the cast of an operetta, but her
eyes could not focus on the letters. Funny, | don’t feel sleepy, she thought.

“I’m so sorry I’'m late.”

Zoli stood before her, tall, slim, muscular—these qualities of his were
all familiar to her—but he looked smart and that surprised her very much.

She smoothed down her dress mechanically.

“If I’d known.”
“Oh,” she said, “it wasn’t you who were late; | was early. There’s a
real madhouse at home. Mother...” she waved. “My brother...” she

waved. “The patients.. .” she waved. “Where’s it you want to take me?”

“Wherever you want me to.”

“Doesn’t matter so long as it’s not too far. And don’t let me drink too
much. It was me who mucked up the old gal’s lower plate.”

During dinner the young man acted self-consciously like one who is
putting off doing something he has decided upon, waiting for the chance
that never seems to come. He spoke about his family and the hardships and
privations he had to go through before he had become a trained dental
mechanic, which now earned him two thousand a month. He spoke of his
uncle who had died recently; he had him to thank for getting a job and
making a living; they were his discarded clothes he had worn and was still
wearing to work. . .

“This suit you’re wearing today is super,” the girl cut in. “It’s tailored,
isn’t it?”

The boy nodded.

“If it were up to me,” she continued, “I’d send guys like you to staff
embassies and make business deals—just nice guys like you. You can
imagine what those people think of us in Paris and London when they meet
one of these little big shots we have: Are the Hungarians all like these
blokes? The situation’s improving 1’'m told. But there’re still too many
clinical cadres around if you ask me. The right sort is the one who wipes his
mouth on his ears. It’s a saying | heard from my brother who brought it
back from the army.”

“That’s a good one.”
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“l do like you in this rig. | like you, honest.”

“I’'m very glad you like me,” the boy said, this time with self-confidence.
“It makes it easier to tell you what | wanted to say. Shall | order another
bottle of this?”

The girl shook her head with a knowing smile lurking in the corners of
her mouth. Her dyed-red hair quivered.

“Since when have you been so well-behaved?”

“l told you already, | was just fooling in the beginning. When a button
came undone on your wrap or when you straightened your stockings |
always had to look, just to get an eyeful of your breasts, thighs, arms. And
it never failed to turn me on. Your skin especially.”

“We’re back to your pet subject again.”

“Well, it’s times like those | wanted to say something or ask you out.
Last time | stroked your arm. . . you remember. But then we’ve never been
in step. That’s the daftest thing you can imagine; I’ve given it a good deal
of thought. | know I’'m a fool because it never goes like that, unpremeditated.
Well, it does but only if the woman is much older and she can look at you
and get turned on right away. ..”

He got thoughtful, his gaze focusing in the distance. As she looked at
him Monika was reminded of Baldzs, not so much of his person as the way
of life she got a taste of and even more the hope that glimmered briefly,
only to fade just as fast:

“Let’s get another bottle!”

“And you have to know,” Zoli went on after ordering it, “you have to
know that | lost my parents when | was young. | never knew the most
natural thing in the world to you. .. what a mother and a father mean.”

“Don’t assume you’ve lost all that much. My mother and father are really
good sports. You couldn’t imagine better parents, as far as parents go. I’'m
not cynical but still it’s awful. We haven’t enough room for the lot of us,
which makes plenty of room for falling out.”

“Still, you can see you have this desire for a family. You walk into a flat
and you feel something...”

“Now you see, that’s really so. A flat’s the fingerprint of a life.”

She clapped her hands together and gave a ringing laughter.

“Hey, aren’t | being intelligent today?”

“I’ve got a separate liking for your good spirits.”

“Do you like so many things about me? My breasts, my thighs, my
arms, my skin, and my good spirits on top of it all. So what’re you waiting
for?”

The boy looked at her rather stupidly.
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“Can’t you see how excited 1’'m getting? My eyes are glued to your lips,
waiting for the words to come out. Do you think you’ve taken a nun out to
dinner?”

“Would you come up to my place?”

The answer was a definite affirmative nod and a few eloquent gestures
that referred to the platonic nature of the visit.

“Right-on!”

Another wave. The head waiter noticed everything in his comings and
goings except the desperate arm thrashing like a man drowning and being
swept away by the current. Then another bout of waving for taxis. Monika
tried hard to talk the boy out of making the investment but he wouldn’t
listen.

A shabby, cramped furnished room, the furniture smelled of mould, dust
on the floor under the bed and the cupboard, the wasted years of endless
tenants.

Zoli offered the girl the only armchair in the room, he sat on the edge
of the unmade bed. Scratching his head he mumbled excuses about not
being able to offer her anything by way of drink or food. He bit his lip,
thinking before he said anything:

“Don’t think I’'m loaded, | want you to understand that because things
are not so simple. What you already know is that 1’m going to set up shop
in the country. You remember you even dropped hints that | was fooling
about always asking you if you were free in the evening because | wanted
to have you. This was just before | went down to the country. | didn’t feel
very enthusiastic about the trip; no one goes to live in the country with
pleasure even if he has no flat or car or anything in Budapest. The thing is
that although my uncle was the blood relation, | had his wife to thank for
everything. Aunt Biri had no children, she always wanted one, and somehow
or other she adopted me as her son.”

“l can turn on the waterworks in a flash. Just don’t forget to signal.”

“Moni, don’t be such an ass,” Zoli entreated her, “I’'m talking seriously.
Let me finish it, | made a mess of it anyway and | don’t know what’s what
in my mind.”

“Aunt Biri adopted you, that’s where you left off.”

“To cut a long story short, 1’'m obligated to her. If she hadn’t been there,
the old man, her husband, would not have been so charitable. If you’d been
in my place you’d have taken the trip, Moni, because no matter how big
your mouth is, your heart is good.”

“Surely better than my breasts, which are beginning to sag.”

Zoli made a gesture indicating that he liked them the way they were and
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the girl made a gesture in reply that she didn’t doubt it. They went on
exchanging a few more signals and grimaces before the boy took a deep
breath and continued:

“Aunt Biri wasn’t very specific in her letter and what she wrote didn’t
seem to hold out much hope. | took the trip resolved to stay if she wanted
me to, honour bound; it doesn’t do any harm if there’s one more decent
fellow around. And then | learnt what it was all about, | could have sunk
into the earth with shame. Aunt Biri’s proposal was worth more than the
lottery jackpot. She lives in a house of her own in Szentlorinc. She wants to
stay there, and she doesn’t want to spoil my marriage by becoming a step-
mother-in-law. If and when | get married, that is. But she has a relative,
a dental mechanic, who lives in a house of his own on the slopes of the
Mecsek Hills near Pécs. They’ve agreed that the old man should move in
with Aunt Biri so neither of them has to live alone and | should take over
the man’s shop. | won’t even have to worry about a licence, they’ll see about
that and I’ll have to pay them some amount.”

Monika clicked her tongue in appreciation of such a windfall. She also
remarked that Zoli also deserved such luck, being the best hand in Mr.
Szabo’s shop. She said she was sure that in less than a year, half of Pécs
would be clacking the dentures he made; before long even the dogs would
carry his handwork in their mouths.

“Why can’t | talk to you seriously?”

The dispirited tone deflated her too, her face became vacant and she
shrugged her lovely round sholders:

“Listen, Zoli, if I took seriously everything that’s to be taken seriously
and talk seriously about the things | feel seriously about, | should have
jumped out of the window a long time ago.”

“It’s just because, Mdni...” Zoli struggled to express himself, “just
because you’re so hung up...”

“l can’t find my place, that’s all.”

“Let’s not squabble over words now.”

The girl shook her head stubbornly.

“Damn it, | can’t finish what | wanted to say if you always butt in.”

“You’ve said it a hundred times already. You think | can’t see through
you. You’re giving me this bullshit to lay me. But you won’t. Not even
if rosebuds sprout from your asshole.”

They laughed, swaying their bodies, until tears came into their eyes.

“A good thing you can toss these quips and cracks of yours.”

“Will you let me go on?” he asked after a while. “It won’t take long
now. Promise you won’t interrupt me.”
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“I’ll do my best.”

“Right until I learnt about it, I hadn’t considered staying there in
earnest. Then | went and looked round in the old man’s house. Listen.
It’s three large rooms—a bathroom, a small servant’s room and a covered
porch where one can drink at leisure in the evenings. A flower garden in
front, and an orchard in the back, then a tiny vineyard that goes up the
hillside. There’s a little press-house up there, from which you can see the
town, not all of it, mostly the uranium town, but a very nice view. The
old man left me to myself saying: see it all for you, sonny. | sat down on
the doorstep of the little press-house clasping my knees and | couldn’t
get enough of the view, and it was here that | understood that it wasn’t for
nothing | had worked like a slave and lived on bread and drippings, it was
worth it if in the end | had a chance to live here and be my own master
and could eventually buy or inherit this little paradise.”

He sighed, smoothed down his hair, and his gaze was fixed on the
horizon as if he could still see that landscape around Pécs. He continued
more softly:

“It didn’t take me long to realize that it was the chance of a lifetime.
I couldn’t possibly let it slip by, | must take the opportunity by the fore-
lock as the saying is, for if | failed to do it, 1'd never have the right to
complain about luck or injustice or anything. So right then and there
| decided that everything would be exactly as | had it all cut out for me
by Aunt Biri: | was going to settle down in Pécs.

“It was then that | thought of you,” he went on as he took the girl’s
hand, his head slightly tipped to one side, gazing at her with dimmed eyes.

“Forelimbs up to elbows, lower ones up to knees,” she said in her
killjoy way.

The young man shook his head as if he got some water in his ear. He
still held the girl’s hand not to lose bodily contact; he did not stroke it
though every nerve in him prompted him to do so.

“It was then | remembered you. It crossed my mind that if | left here
to live in Pécs | might never see you again and that would give me a rotten
feeling. Of course | know how daft all this sounds. We’ve been working
in the same place for more than a year, so why just then did the penny
drop? | didn’t search for an explanation. I’ve always wanted you, | knew
you were there, if not today, you’d be there tomorrow. But sitting on the
steps of the old fogey’s press-house | felt that | wanted you in that house,
in that garden, in that workshop. For without you it wasn’t worth it. | had
to have you there, as my wife.”

As soon as he said this he let go of the girl’s hand which stayed on the
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arm-rest, soft and lifeless, while she sat back to see better from a further
distance. Her eyebrows were arched, her mouth opened. In her limp im-
mobility Monika seemed older and plumper than se actually was. Some
invisible burden weighted her down, stooping her back and slouching her
shoulders and neck. Her voice sounded lustreless:

“And now you think 1’m going to take them off?”

“What?” the boy snhapped irritably.

“My panties.”

She hardly had time to finish it before her ears started buzzing so loud
she thought she was going deaf and her face smarted with two lightning
quick slaps.

“Get the hell out of here you cheap, stinking slut! Get out of here
before | knock the teeth out of your dirty mouth! Get out before I kick
you down the stairs!”

She rose to her feet, her handbag under her arm, her eyes fixed astounded
at the boy. She turned slowly, started to go slowly, uncertain, like a sleep-
walker. At the door she turned back.

“I would have taken them off, you clod. That’s why | came up.”

Out in the staircase she fumbled for quite a while before she found the
switch. The house was asleep, the stairs, the peeling walls, the name-
plates by the entrance were all asleep.

She stumbled along in the doorway absent-mindedly and the house-
keeper pried into her face inquisitively.

She had barely gone a few yards when she was sized by a fit of vomiting.

Translated by Laszlé T. Andrés



WOMEN IN THE LIGHT
OF TIME-BUDGET RESEARCH

by

SANDOR SZALAI

efore starting on the proper subject of this article, an attempt will
be made to explain the nature of the time-budget as a research
tool, and some general characteristics of connected data.

As the International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences explains
(vol. IX, pp. 43-47), a time-budget is a log or diary of the sequence and
duration of activities engaged in by an individual over a specific period,
most typically the 24-hour day. Time-budget research involves the collection
of numerous such protocols from members of a population to analyse main
trends and subgroup differences in the allocation of time. While many
social inquiries are concerned with the amount of time spent on a particular
kind of activity (e.g. the journey to work, daily shopping or television
watching), the term “time-budget” is generally reserved for an exhaustive
accounting of a whole period of time in individual experience whatever
the component activities happen to be. Information on each and every
activity within the given time period is being registered in the context
of all other activities performed. This permits to find out, for instance,
what else it is that people who spend little time on television viewing do
with the time thereby saved, or what other activities get curtailed in the case
of employed women who have to take care of several children at home.
Time-budget data are presented mostly in aggregated form, that is as
calculated averages based on the individual time-budgets of a representative
sample of the population. For most purposes, it is useful to go beyond
general averages, that is to produce statistical breakdowns showing the
special characteristics of the daily activities of various groups and strata
of the population: men and women; married or unmarried; self-supporting

A version of this article was distributed as an official document to the delegations of the UN
International Women’s Year Conference, Mexico City, June 19-July 2, 1975, and another appeared
in Futures, October 1975, from which the present text is taken, with slight amendments.
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or dependent; professionals, businessmen, employers of higher or lower
rank, tradespeople, skilled and unskilled workers, housewives, etc. All of
them will show typical differences in the structure of their average daily
time-budgets which reflect, after all, the differences in the structure of their
daily activities. Needless to say that the as yet much less studied time-
budgets of very young or very old people (e.g. school-children or completely
retired persons) will again differ from that of average adults.

Formerly, time-budget research was mostly concerned with the amount
of time allocated to various activities. Nowadays the timing of activities
(at what time of the day or of the week they are performed), theirfrequency
(how often they occur) and their location (where they are being performed?)
have become in many respects matters of equal interest. Considerable in-
terest is being attached also to the company in which people spend their time
and perform their various activities. It is, for instance, an important part
of the housewife’s lot to be constrained to spend most of her time between
the four walls of her home, alone or with little variation in her social
contacts.

For obvious reasons, the pattern of daily activities is rather different on
working days and over the week-ends. For many purposes separate time-
budgets have to be established with reference to ordinary weekdays,
Saturdays and Sundays; in general surveys a proportionate number of ob-
servations have to be included for every day of the week. There are also
seasonal changes in the activity pattern which have to be taken into account.

Although we will not be able to go into technical details, the reader may
restassured that all findings and data to be discussed in this study stem for
time-budget research projects which correspond to the present state of the
art and in which all the necessary precautions were taken to ensure the rep-
resentativeness and the reliability of data. We will introduce qualifications
wherever necessary.

Avristotle defined time as a “measure of movements”. Transferred to the
human sphere, we may speak of time as a measure of activities. In our
modern urban industrial civilization we hardly think any more of the extent
to which our daily activities have become regulated by the clock. We wake
up at six-thirty in the morning; we say goodbye to the children at seven-
thirty when they have to leave for school; we catch the seven-fifty bus;
we work from half past eight to five in the afternoon with a lunch-break
of an hour at noon; we watch the seven o’clock TV news before having
dinner, and so forth. We even got accustomed to wear a mechanical device
on our body, a timepiece or a wrist-watch, in order to co-ordinate our
activities with the great clock-work of society.
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It is, however, by no means “natural” to use even-flowing physical time
as ameasure and regulator of human activities. In fact, this kind of measure-
ment and regulation is a relatively new invention which came with the
modern era of manufacture and industry, with fixed working hours, hourly
wages, clocks in the church steeples, and wailing factory sirens.

Physical time attained its present social importance only when the working
place got separated from the home and the farmstead, when breadwinning
ceased to be a domestic activity shared by all members of the family capable
of work, when the sharp split between working time and free time began.
Until then the seasonally changing length of the daylight, the tasks to be
carried out in the fields, the physiological needs of family members and
of domestic animals to be cared for, and other more or less spontaneous
factors of this kind determined in the main the daily rhythm of life.

Even today we, who live in the midst of urban industrial surroundings,
tend to evade the tyranny of the clock in our more private moments.
We lose our feeling for the passing of physical time when we are absorbed
in reading an interesting book or in playing with our children; we don’t
check the time while making love. When engaged in such private or leisurely
activities, we take a look at the watch only if we have some other business
to perform in the “great society” that sets the exact time and duration
of our occupations by the hour and the minute.1

Whatever natural and cultural retreats we may still be able to maintain,
urbanization and industrialization have irrevocably introduced physical
time as a measuring and regulating device into the life of humanity. Even
where traditional rural and agricultural conditions still prevail, the diffusion
of contemporary “programmed” production techniques and the penetration
of the modern worldwide transport and communication system are beginning
to “set the clock”.

The old adage “time is money” was once a young and rather revolutionary
insight into the workings of the new industrial society. As time became
more precious, so employers became more interested in the way the worker
spent his time at the workplace. At first it seemed enough to “stretch the
workday” as long as possible, and to check whether the worker was not
idling during the “paid hours”. However, as more and more complex pro-
duction techniques and machineries were introduced, the employers found
it necessary to commission expert “time and motion studies” in order to
find out how much time the worker spends on every single movement in

1For a more detailed discussion of historical, cultural and psychological determinants of "time
usage” see A Szalai, “Differential Evaluation of Time-Budgets for Comparative Purposes”, in R. L.
Merritt and S. Rokkan, eds., comparing Nations. New Haven, Conn., Yale University Press, 1966.



SANDOR SZALAI: WOMEN AND THE TIME-BUDGET 77

the course of his productive work and to set time norms, expressed in minutes
and seconds, for all his operations. As time was thus “budgeted” by the
employers, the workers retaliated with their own time-budget. In their
fight for a shorter and less exhausting workday, they proclaimed in the late
i880s the famous slogan of 3 X 8, meaning “8 hours of work, 8 hours of free
time, 8 hours of sleep”. Notwithstanding legal regulations concerning the
length of the official (paid) workday, the human demand formulated in this
slogan remains unfulfilled almost everywhere with respect to the overwhelm-
ing majority of the working population—and most of all with respect to
employed women bearing the burden of a daily “second shift” in their own
household.

By the middle of the last century, economists studying the living con-
ditions of working people and certain laws of consumption, found it useful
to establish and to evaluate so-called family budgets. How much income
do working people’s households have from various sources and in what
proportion are the available funds spent on various commodities and services?
As such investigations produced rather interesting insights into general social
conditions, sociologists began to ask themselves whether a study of the ways
in which people spend their time could not lead to still more valuable in-
sights into people’s ways of life. After all, not every kind of human activity
is reflected in items of income or expenditure but undoubtedly every human
activity costs time and the time it costs can be, in principle, measured and
registered. A comparison of time-budgets might be even simpler than that
of money budgets because people’s incomes are subject to considerable
variations while everybody has exactly 24 hours or 1,440 minutes per day
at his disposal to “spend”.

The real situation proved to be much more complex than the originators
of the idea of time-budgets supposed. It is, for instance, not at all easy
to observe and register what a person does in the course of a day, how much
time he or she spends on various activities, etc. People may also perform
more than just one activity at a time, e.g. reading the newspaper while
riding the bus to work, or listening to the radio while performing household
chores. But in spite of all theoretical and practical difficulties involved,
time-budget research has become during the last decades a highly developed
and much appreciated tool of empirical social research, widely used in the
study of people’s life, work and leisure, in the investigation of living and
working conditions in households, factories and communities, in mass-
communications research, in manpower and traffic planning, etc.

We shall be interested here mainly in those findings of contemporary
time-budget research which throw some light on the situation of women
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in society and on the difficulties with which women have to cope due to
inequities and discriminative practices they meet in their social career, in
society at large, and even in their own household and family.

The Sexual Division of Labour

There is probably no other social phenomenon in which time-budget
research has produced such unambiguous, well-documented and dramatic
insights into social reality as the sexual division of labour.

By the sexual division of labour we mean simply the way in which the
various tasks and chores of everyday life are divided between the two sexes.
As human beings, men and women have naturally some common physio-
logical needs to fulfil each day: they have to get some sleep, they have to
still their thirst and hunger, they have to devote some time to their personal
hygiene, etc. However, for all the rest of the time men and women partake,
to a typically different extent, in the various categories of individual and
collective activities, especially in those to which we associate the notion
of paid or unpaid work.

There is a widespread tendency to explain a great part of the sexual
division of labour prevailing in our societies by referring to differences in
the “natural endowments”, that is in the somatic and mental make-up,
in the physical strength, etc. of men and women. However, with a very few
exceptions, such allegedly natural explanations given for any specific trait
of the sexual division of labour in contemporary cultures is based on an
ignorance of cultural variability or—more often—on simple prejudice. Take
the case of physical strength. Women should be less able than men to
perform tasks involving great physical exertion. Still, according to social
anthropological data from George Murdock’s famous Yale University Cross-
Cultural Survey,2 some of the most exerting types of heavy work are allocated
in a great number of cultures to women. Thus, for instance, water carrying
is regarded as an exclusively feminine task in 119 cultures out of x38 ob-
served; burden bearing is regarded as an exclusively feminine task in 59
cultures out of 128 observed. There are 36 known cultures in which the
building of dwellings, six in which lumbering and at least one in which
mining and quarrying are left entirely to women. Laundering, which before
the advent of washing-machines was one of the most strenuous tasks,

2 George Peter Murdock and his colleagues set up the Yale-Cross-Cultural Survey in 1937, which
covered characteristic data and documents on hundreds of contemporary cultures and subcultures all
over the world. The present Human Area Relations File in New Haven, Conn., was later developed
on the basis of the original survey.



SANDOR SZALAI: WOMEN AND THE TIME-BUDGET 79

remained until very recently a typically feminine job allocated to the washer-
woman or the housewife practically everywhere in Western civilization.
Thus, extreme caution has to be applied before attributing the sexual
division of labour to “natural” factors.3

True, only women give birth to children, and where bottle feeding has
not replaced breast feeding, young mothers may be hampered for an ap-
preciable period of time in the performance of their occupational duties.
However, this explains very little of the handicaps and discriminations
women have to cope with in their occupational life. This is evidenced by
the fact that single women or married women with no children do not fare
much better in their occupational careers than mothers. Besides, what really
counts is not so much the physiological fact of child-bearing but rather the
culturally determined superstructure of motherhood and child care. Nothing
in nature prescribes that baby food has to be cooked and spoon-fed or that
diapers have to be changed and washed by mothers; that it is the female
and not the male parent who should stay away from work and take care
of the toddler if the child happens to be ill. Nor is the woman, of course,
better equipped by nature than the man to carry out the great variety of
tasks allocated to the housewife.

The recognition of the relatively small role of nature and of the over-
whelming importance of social and cultural factors in determining the
effective division of labour between the two sexes should not mislead us into
thinking that this makes it much easier to change the situation of women
and to ensure equal rights and equal chances to them.

The sexual division of labour which prevails in our societies has deep
roots in history and some of its roots even reach back to before historical
times. It is interwoven with many other structural and functional charac-
teristics of our present social organization. It has left its imprint on some
of our most deeply held ideological and moral convictions. It has become
a “built-in” part of our social organization; it has become ingrained in our
attitudinal and behavioural patterns. It is remarkable to whet extentwomen
cherish, share and defend so-called “male prejudices” about their own
calling as mothers and housewives, about their capabilities to fulfil various
roles in society, about “femininity”, and the like.

In many parts of the world it may not prove to be too difficult nowadays
to eliminate discrimination against women from the texts of existing laws
and regulations. The elimination of discriminative practices from society
is quite another matter. It requires a deep change in the aspirations, atti-
tudes and behavioural characteristics of men and women alike. This does

3 Ann Oakley, Housewife. London, Allen Lane, The Penguin Press, 1974.
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not promise to be a quick process. However, no efforts should be spared
to speed it up.

The prevalent sexual division of labour is reflected by the fact that in all
more or less industrialized societies of our time the great majority of the
adult falls under three distinct categories:

Employed men, i.e. employed (or self-employed) men involved in bread-

winning occupations;

Employed women, i.e. employed (or self-employed) women involved in

breadwinning occupations ;

Housewives, i.e. women doing no paid work, or only a negligible amount

of it, but normally involved in a considerable amount of unpaid house-

work and household tasks.

In developed countries and also in many others which have not yet reached
a high stage of socio-economic development, normally only a small per-
centage of the adult population remains outside these three categories; e.g.
very old and completely retired people, economically unemployed members
of the labour force, invalids, loafers, and the like. (In this context it is
customary to include among the “employed” people also students of adult
age who prepare themselves for a breadwinning role.)

The asymmetry of this basic categorization is quite striking. There is no
male counterpart to the housewife, whose days are filled with unpaid work
done for the household. Being unpaid, she is not regarded as part of the labour
force and therefore cannot be called unemployed, especially as she is really
never out of her “job”. “Male housewives”, that is men performing the job
of the housewives, are so few in number that no separate category needs
to be established for them.

Table 1 deals with the most general characteristics of the contemporary
sexual division of labour as mirrored in the time-budget of the adult
population in a number of countries which represent various stages and forms
of urban industrial development and also a variety of political and socio-
economic systems. Although Table 1 is only a summary, some sharp
characteristics of the prevailing sexual division of labour become visible:

It is true that employed women spend on the average less time on paid

work than employed men; they are more often part-time workers than

men, they try to avoid overtime because of their duties at home—also
some legal regulations intervene, etc. However, if we add paid work to
unpaid work done for the household and the family, (A -f B -f- C) then
it appears that the average total working time of employed women sur-
passes that of employed men by a full hour on workdays (i 1.6 hours against
10.6 hours) and by 2.6 hours on days off(6.i hours against 3.5 hours). The
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Table 1. Average Daily Time-Budget of Employed Men,
Employed Women and Housewives in 12 Countries (in hours)

Employed Employed

Activities men women Housewives
On workdays (employed people)
and weekdays (housewives)
A. Paid work and ancillary tasks

(work brought home, journey to work,

workplace chores, etc.) 94 7.9 0.2
B. Housework and household obligations

(not including child care) 10 3.3 7.6
C. Child care 0.2 0.4 11
D. Sleep, meals, personal hygiene

and other personal needs 9.9 9.9 114
E. Tree time (i.e. remaining disposable time) 3.5 25 4.0

Total (of which A-C subtotal) 24.0 (10.6) 24.0 (11.6) 24.0 (8.8)
On days off (employed people)
and Sundays (housewives)
A. Paid work and ancillary tasks

(work brought home, journey to work,

workplace chores, etc.) 0.9 04 0.1
B. Housework and household obligations

(not induding child care) 2.3 5-j 5.2
C. Child care 0.3 0.6 0.7
D. Sleep, meals, personal hygiene

and other personal needs 122 11.9 1X.7
E. Free time (i.e. remaining disposable time) 8.3 6.0 6.3

Total (of which A-C subtotal) 24.0 (3.5) 24.0 (6.1) 24.0 (6.0)

Source: This table is based on the findings of the Multinational Comparative Time-Budget Research Project
which has been carried out recently under the aegis of the UNESCO-sponsored Euroepan Co-ordination Centre
for Research and Documentation in Social Sciences. The project encompassed 1J sample surveys carried out in 12
countries (Belgium, Bulgaria, Chechoslovakia, France, Federal Republic of Germany, German Democratic Republic,
Hungary, Peru, Poland, USA, USSR, Yugoslavia). In most countries middle-si*ed cities and their surroundings
were included in the survey; in some countries national surveys were carried out too. Only adults aged iR to 6j were
sampled, with the exclusion of the purely agricultural population, that is of households in which not a single member
does other than agricultural workA

plight of the employed woman is strikingly exposed by the fact that
she has to work 5.7 hours for her household and family on her “days
of rest”.

Also the lot of the housewife is nothing to be envied. On weekdays

4 Alexander Szalai, et al., eds. The Use of Time: Daily Activities of Urban and Suburban Populations
in Twelve Countries. The Hague, Mouton, 1973.

6
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her average working time (A -f- B -f- C) amounts to 8.9 hours, i.e. to only
1.7 hours less than the average total working time of employed men.
However, on Sundays the housewife works 6 hours, that is 2.5 hours more
than employed men on their days off.

In the 12 countries surveyed, generally almost half of the adult women
living on the survey sites, and in some cases a far greater part of them,
were members of the active labour force, i.e. they belonged in the category
of “employed women”. Many married women who have to care for a big
family or who have small children still prefer to stay at home for at least
as long as this condition lasts; however, the proportion of permanent
full-time housewives is decreasing in all modern urban industrial societies.
Therefore, more and more employed men have employed women as
spouses. Under such circumstances it is almost shocking to see from
Table 2 what a small share employed men take in housework and house-
hold obligations—and how much they leave to their spouses who are, to
an ever growing extent, their equal partners in breadwinning work. On
workdays, employed women have 3.3. hours to devote to housework and
household obligations while employed men are satisfied to contribute
1.0 hour. On days off, employed women spend 5.1 hours on such tasks,
employed men only 2.3 hours. No wonder that employed men have on
the average much more free time at their disposal than employed women:
they have 3.5 hours free time on workdays and 8.3 hours of free time
on days off, while for employed women the free time amounts only to
2.5 hours on workdays and 6.0 hours on days off.

Free time in the sense used here, that is the disposable time remaining
after having done all the work and having fulfilled physiological and other
personal needs, should not be confused with leisure time. It is a telling
datum that among the many thousands of employed women included
in the survey samples of the Multinational Time-Budget Project, 10 per
cent reported no leisure time activities whatsoever on a typical workday,
although virtually all employed men reported at least a little. As far as
housewives are concerned, much of their free time activities and even
of their typical leisure activities tend to revolve around the family and
the household (needlework, embroidery, knitting, floriculture, receiving
visits, etc.). The inordinately small amount of free time at the disposal
of employed women and the constraints put on the housewives’ life are
two factors that bear a heavy responsibility for women’s reduced participa-
tion in civic life, in professional training and education, etc. The im-
plications for women’s social advancement and professional career are
quite obvious.



«3
Men and Women in the Household

Those who have an interest in minimizing the household burden on
women’s shoulders often put forward the argument that technical develop-
ment, e.g. the ever growing supply of various household appliances, of pre-
cooked or half-prepared canned and frozen food, etc., will soon “liberate”
women from household chores, or at least will reduce their problem to
a manageable size.

Unfortunately, current time-budget data give little support to such
optimism. In Table 2 we compare the situation prevailing on a number
of survey sites which differ widely in the availability of labour-saving
household technology.

There can be hardly any doubt that there is a wide variation in the tech-
nical equipment of the households at the six urban survey sites covered
by Table 2. For example, at the time of surveys, in the mid 1960s, more
than half of the households in Kragujevac and surroundings had as yet no
running water and even in the old industrial city of Olomouc one household
out of six was without running water. And yet the employed married women
in Jackson, Michigan, spend only 0.2 hour less daily on their household
than their counterparts in Olomouc. In Osnabriick, which is in a very
modern medium-sized urban industrial centre of the Federal Republic
of Germany, the employed married women actually spend more time on
their households than in any of the three of the Eastern European provincial
towns shown in Table 2.

The main explanation for the fact that labour-saving technology has led
to little comparable time savings in the household probably lies in the fact
that popular demands on the quality and quantity of household services have

Table 2. Average Time Spent Daily on Household Tasks by Married People
in Different Urban Surrounding (in hours, all days of the week included)

Kragujevac, ~ Torun, Olomouc,  Osnabrtick,

Grou : Czecho- W, G- Sixcities, - Jackson,
P Yugoslavia Poland slovakia many France USA
Employed
men 0.4 0.7 0.9 0.3 0.5 0.5
Employed
women 4-3 41 3.8 4-5 4.0 3.6
Housewives 6.8 7.4 7.3 6.5 6.9 54

Saint: Multinational Time-Budget Project (see Table ).

6*
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risen together with the development of this technology and with general
living standards. For example, under more modest circumstances of the past,
the busy housewife often cooked a huge pot of food at once and this was
then warmed up repeatedly to serve for several consecutive family dinners.
Nowadays the family expects more variety and although the cooking-time
involved in the preparation of ready-made canned or deep-frozen dishes may
be minimal, the time involved in their purchase, storage and serving accord-
ing to the daily changing individual tastes of the family members may amount
to much more than the time needed to cook once and to warm up on several
consecutive days mother’s favourite pot-au-feu.

In the USA and in the USSR time-budget research has a sufficiently long
history to permit us to examine the trends in the development of women’s
housework over several decades.

As we see from Table 3, in certain types of household work, especially
in kitchen activities and in the handling of clothes and linen, some not too
dramatic time savings have been achieved over the last few decades.

Table 3. Time Used for Household Work by Urban Home Makerslin USA
(in hours, average of all days of the week)

Full-time homemakers Employed homemakers

Types of activities2
1926-27 1952 1967-68 1952 1967-68

AH work connected with

preparing and serving food 2.8 2.6 2.3 19 16
Care of the house i3 16 16 0.8 12
Care of clothes, laundry, etc. 1.6 16 i3 0.8 0.9
Shopping and record keeping 0.4 0.5 10 0.3 0.8
Total 6.1 6.3 6.2 38 4.5

Notes: 1“Homemaker™” is a typical American euphemism intended to lend some professional dignity to women’s
work in the household. A “full-time homemaker” is simply a housewife, while an “employed homemaker™ is an em-
ployed woman with household duties.

2 Child care and other care offamily members are not included in this tabulation.

Source: Kathryn E. Walker, “Homemaking Still Takes Time". Journal of Home Economics, Vol. 61,
No. 8, October 196g.

On the other hand, care of the house, shopping and record keeping seem
to demand more time now than American women used to devote to such
activities. Paid household help, repairmen’s services and the like have
become a rare commodity in the USA: most of the work involved in the
care of the house must now be accomplished on a do-it-yourself basis. The
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increased demand for sophisticated foodstuffs and all kinds of other prod-
ucts needed in modern housekeeping can be easily satisfied in American
supermarkets, but getting there and doing all the shopping takes time.

Table 4 reports on similar developments in the household work of em-
ployed women in various urban areas of the USSR. The 1924 survey was
carried out in Moscow and Leningrad, the 1959 survey in urban industrial
centres of Siberia, the 1965 survey in Pskov and surroundings.

In many respects the trends shown by Table 4 are very similar to those
shown by Table 3. The time spent in the kitchen has decreased over the
years. This change is even more marked in the Soviet Union than in the
USA because in the early 1920s, even in Moscow and Leningrad, many
kitchens were not supplied with running water, gas and electricity, not to
speak of modern kitchen appliances which are now produced in great
quantity by Soviet industry. Shopping times seem to have gone up in the
USSR as much as in the USA—the corner grocery store has vanished there
too and there is now much more to buy for the household. The total time
Soviet employed women spend on their household does not seem to have
gone down significantly from 1959 to 1965; compared to 1924 the change
is more dramatic—but at that time, just after the end of the civil war and
foreign intervention, housekeeping was really a difficult task. We may add
here that the total work load of urban employed women in the USA and in
the USSR cannot be compared directly on the basis of Tables 3 and 4
because these do not report hours of paid work.

This extensive argument clearly shows that whatever hopes we set on

Table 4. Time Used for Household Work by Urban Employed Women in the USSR
(in hours, average of all days of the week)

Employed women
Types of activitiesl

1924 1959 1965
All work connected with preparing
and serving food 2.56 141 1.60
Shopping and time spent in queuing 0.20 0.65 0.50
All other household work 171 181 1.50
Total 447 3-87 3.60

Note:1 Child care and other care offamily members are not included in this tabulation.

SOUI’QG: V. D. Patrushev and V. G. Kolpakov, eds. “Byudghet vremeni gorodoskogo naseleniya”, Statistika,
Moscow, |97|; and S. G. Strumilin, “Problemy svobodnogo vremeni”, in Vnerahotchee Vremya Trudyasbhchikhsya
(Novosibirsk, Izdatel’stvo Sibirkskogo Otdeleniya AN SSSR, 196:).



86 THE NEW HUNGARIAN QUARTERLY

the future development of labour-saving household technology, it does not
promise to provide a patent solution to our problem—at least not within
the foreseeable future. The gap between the small share men tend to take
at present in household tasks and the burden women have to bear in the
household is far too great and no technology is in sight which could reduce
the burden on women to a substantial extent.

On what should we set our hopes if technological progress does not
promise to relieve women of the uniquitable workload they bear in the
household? Does contemporary time-budget research provide any clues to
the answer of this question?

Attitudes to Sharing Housework

Many findings of time-budget studies make it quite clear that much
could be contributed to a satisfactory solution by men if they would only
change their attitudes.

By what means could these attitudes be changed in order to make them
ready to accept a more equitable share in household tasks? Can it be hoped
that persuasion and enlightenment would have such an effect? Time-budget
research can certainly not provide a direct answer to this kind of question.
General experience might prompt us to say that persuasion and enlighten-
ment do seem to have a powerful effect on people’s attitudes but it takes
in most cases a rather long time to change basic attitudes by persuasion and
enlightenment alone. And in this case very basic attitudes, namely men’s
attitudes to women, to family affairs, to work and leisure, etc. are involved.

However, there are more indirect social influences on which some hopes
can be set. And in this respect some findings of contemporary time-budget
research seem to be pertinent.

In Hungary, for instance, a fairly large sample of urban families was
surveyed in 1974 with regard to the “traditional” or “non-traditional”
character of the division of labour in the household. Traditional division
of labour in the household was defined as a situation in which, out of six
main household tasks (cooking, dishwashing, house cleaning, laundering,
ironing and shopping) at least five are regularly performed by the wife, and
the husband only occasionally lends a hand in house cleaning or shopping.
By non-traditional division of labour an increased participation of the husbhand
in housework was meant. Table 5 shows to what extent the traditional
division of labour in the household was found to be dependent on the socio-
economic status of the head of the family.
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Table 5. Traditional Division of Labour in urban Family Households
in Present-day Hungary

Households with a traditional

Head of the famil
y division of labour (%)

Professional or executive 28
Upper white-collar worker 25
Lower white-collar worker, technician 42
Skilled blue-collar worker 51
Semi-skilled blue-collar worker 59
Unskilled blue-collar worker 57

Source: Judith H. Sas, Report on the Survey of 20 to 50 Years Old Family Members in the Urban
Population. (Budapest, Sociological Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 1974), in manuscript.

The picture presented by Table 5 is quite clear: the higher the socio-
economic status and the educational level, the more infrequent the traditional
division of labour becomes in the household. Because urban industrial
development tends to raise the average educational level and the welfare
of the population, just as it also increases the proportion of skilled labour,
of white-collar workers, of technicians and of professionals in the labour
force, there is reason to hope that this in itself will help to reduce the number
of households in which the traditional division of labour still prevails.

Even more can be expected from the increased participation of women
in the active labour force. Having a wife doing full-time or even part-time
paid work puts the husband under a certain moral and practical pressure
to accept a more equal share in housework and household obligations. The
pressure is not as effective as one might expect but it is still there. As evi-
dence, we present in Table 6 some recent data from the London region,
England.

As we see from Table 6, the fact that the wife joins the husband in bread-
winning activities (employment) tends to produce more symmetry also in the
household activities of the married couple. Several studies have taken note
of the fact that in contemporary urban industrial societies a trend towards
a “symmetrical family” seems to develop. How long such a development
may take and to what extent such a symmetry may become realized is an
open question. But the influence of the increasing participation of women
in the labour force on men’s attitudes towards women and towards house-
hold obligations is a factor to be reckoned with.

For the achievement of a more equitable sexual division of labour,
attitude changes in women are as important as attitude changes in men.
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Table 6. Husband’s Help in Home by Employment Status of Wife
(in the London region)

Help by the husband Wife not working Wife working Wife working
at least once a week (“housewife”) part-time full-time
No help (%) 22 17 9
Dishwashing only (%) 14 15 12

Other household tasks

(cleaning, cooking, child

care, etc.) with or

without dishwashing (%) 64 68 79

Total 100 100 100

Source: Michael Young and Peter Willmott, The Symmetrical Family: A Study of Work and Leisure
in the London Region. London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1973.

In this context, interesting observations have been made, in a survey
of Hungarian urban households, about the relationship between the edu-
cational level of the wife and the division of labour in the household. This
survey showed that 79 per cent of households where wives had up to six
years of schooling practised a traditional division of household work be-
tween the husband and wife. This figure compares with 63 per cent for
households with wives who had 7-8 years of schooling; 47 per cent for
those with wives who have had high-school education; and 38 per cent
for those with wives who have had university or college education.6 The
message is clear: the more education women get, the more they become
able to achieve an equitable sexual division of labour within the household.

Preference and Prejudice in Choosing Work and Insure

Not only do men devote much less time to housework and household
obligations than women, they tend also to select those household tasks in
which they are willing to participate. Pertinent data of the Multinational
Time-Budget Project show, for instance, that there is a widespread tendency
among men to concentrate their contribution to household tasks much
more on shopping and doing errands, outdoor cleaning, occasional repairs

6  Judit H. Sas, Report on the Survey of 20 to 50 Years Old Family Members in the Urban
Population. Budapest, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 1974, in manuscript.
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and other fairly diversified activities which do not bind them so strongly
to the house. Such monotonous household activities as sweeping, bed
making, laundering, ironing and kitchen work tend to be left almost
entirely to women.

Child care has been fairly thoroughly investigated in contemporary time-
budget research. Here an interesting interplay of male and female pre-
ferences and prejudices becomes visible.

As we saw in Table 1, in the areas covered by the 12-country Multi-
national Time-Budget Project, employed men tended to devote about half
as much time to child care as employed women. Compared with housewives,
men’s share of child care was, of course, still smaller.

One might think that such a situation is more or less “natural”. Babies
have a special need for motherly care, and more than just cultural factors
may be involved in the particularly strong mutual attachment between
mothers and their small children. However, not all children are babies or
toddlers. As children become older, practically all activities connected with
their care could equally well be performed by both parents. Does the share
of men and women in child care then become more equal as their children
get older?

In order to provide good comparability, we calculated the overall average
time spent on some types of child-care activities by employed men, em-
ployed women and housewives in families having one child under 3 years
and in families having one child 3 years old or over which were surveyed in xo
countries participating in the Multinational Time-Budget Project.

This indicated that, even in the case of children beyond the baby or
toddler age, fathers tend to avoid any major involvement in the basic tasks
of child care. To whatever extent they participate in child care, they prefer
to carry out such more free-wheeling and more pleasurable tasks as playing,
talking, or taking a walk with the child, supervising schoolwork, etc. In
general they only contribute a little to the other chores. Mothers, be they
full-time employed women or housewives, have no other choice.

This situation would have become unbearable a long time ago, had not
women adapted themselves to it. There is a whole system of feminine pre-
ferences and prejudices which has become perfectly adjusted to such a dis-
tribution of parental tasks. Traditional ideologies of motherhood and of the
role of the wife in family and household have neither been invented unila-
terally by men for their own benefit nor are they believed only by men.
It is true that under modern conditions of living, especially under the im-
pact of women’s growing involvement in work away from the home, the
foundations of such beliefs have become rather shaky. But very many women
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still stick to obsolete preferences and prejudices about femininity. Those
who have overcome such biases find it very hard to assert their new attitudes
because so many existing institutions and patterns of behaviour in social
life are still geared to traditional concepts of women’s aims and tasks
in life.

French time-budget researchers have found, for instance, that many child-
care establishments in their country (nurseries, kindergartens, etc.) do not
seem to have taken notice of the fact that a considerable proportion of French
women have become part of the labour force and have to go to work early
in the morning. Consequently, such institutions open their doors at “tra-
ditional” hours which are unsuitable for working women who wish to have
their children in good care during the day.7 Similar observations have been
made in several other countries.

We already had an opportunity to allude to the pride of housewives.
This pride may frequently be an overcompensation of the low status and lack
of recognition of their services. One of the most curious cross-national
findings with regard to housewives' use of time is the fact that they tend
to “stretch” their housework more or less in proportion to their husbands’
working hours. In social groups and strata where employed men work longer
hours, there is a distinct tendency for housewives to put more hours into
their own daily housework.

Housewives spend, of course, an overwhelming part of their time at
home. But employed women also are much more tied to their houses than
employed men. This is a rather general finding which applies also to con-
ditions found in many rural agricultural communities of less developed
countries.

The trends shown by Table 7 cannot be satisfactorily explained merely
by natural or social constraints put on people’s use of time. Most employed
people naturally have to go to work on weekdays; all people need several
hours of sleep per day and most of them sleep at home. However, habits,
preferences and prejudices also play a role in determining the amount
of time people spend in their homes. In spite of the fact that housewives,
especially housewives with small children, are forced to spend most of the
day at home, they also show a marked preference for staying in or around
the house when they are free to spend their leisure somewhere else. Even in
the USSR where employed women nowadays make up more than half
the total labour force (manual and non-manual workers, and professionals)
and where women participate to an extraordinarily large extent in civic

7 Madeleine Guilbert, Nicole Lowit and Joseph Creusen, “Les budgets-temps et Letude des horaires
de la vie quotidienne”. Kerne Francaise de Sociologic. Vol. 8, April-June, 1967.
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Table 7. Percentage of Day Spent at Home by Married People
(aged 30-49, in the London region, 1970)

Population groups Weekday (%) Saturday (%) Sunday (%)
Employed men 55 66 76
Employed women 71 75 83
Housewives 87 82 87

Source: Michael Young and Peter Willmott, The Symmetrical Family: A Study of Work and Leisure
in the London Region. London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1973.

activities, researchers have found women considerably more shackled to their
home than men.8

It may sound surprising, but a similar finding was made with respect
to the differential behaviour of 10—12-year-old boys and girls in Amsterdam.
In a study of their free-time activities it was found that the girls spent much
more time at home and around the doorway than the boys; both spent about
equal time in the immediate neighbourhood of their home. However, as far
as playing and strolling in more distant places was concerned, boys spent
more than 20 per cent of their free time further away from home, while
girls did so only for less than 7 per cent of their free time.9

Time-budget research has detected a strong bias in women’s leisure-time
orientation towards activities which correspond to traditional ideals of “fem-
ininity” and which are therefore not well-adapted to modern societies in
which women share men’s breadwinning tasks and want to have equal
rights and opportunities in every other respect. As a consequence, it has
become quite usual in contemporary time-budget studies to investigate not
only how women dospend their time but also how they would like to spend it.
Alas, most studies of this kind show that a very great proportion of women
still have their preferences on the traditional side. Let us illustrate this with
an example taken from a fairly recent (1966) Czechoslovak survey. The
question put to male and female respondents was the following: “What
occurs to you first if somebody asks you: what kind of things are of greatest
interest in your life?” Table 8 shows the percentage distribution of the
answers from male and female respondents.

As we see from Table 8 the polarization of “masculine” and “feminine”

8 N. Tikhomorivo, L. Gordon and E. Klopov, “Studies in the Way of Life of the Working People
and Some Prablems of Social Planning™. society and Leisure, NO. 3, 1972.

9 W. F. Heinemeijer and L. U. de Sitter, suurt,geugd en vrije Tija (Neighbourhood. Youth and Free
Time). Amsterdam, Gemeentelijk Bureau voor de Jeugdzorg, 1964.
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interests is still rather strong. Many more men than women have the main
centre of their interest away from home. On the other hand, more than half
of the women profess to have their main interest in family, home and
children or even directly in housework. As it happens, these findings were
made in Czechoslovakia, that is in a country which has a long history
of urbanization and industrialization. Much evidence could be brought
forward to support the contention that 30—40 years ago the polarization
between men’s and women’s main interests was much stronger; there is no
doubt that much has been done in Czechoslovakia to provide wider and
better opportunities for women. But here again we see how difficult it is to
change ingrained attitudes and traditional patterns of thought and behaviour.

We have had ample opportunity to refer in this discussion of the findings
of contemporary time-budget research to the difficulties of improving the
situation of women and of ensuring more equity to them. How’ever, we
were also able to show that there are strong forces at work which are slowly

Table 8. Main Interests in Life

Types of answers Men (%) Women (%)
Family, home and children 23.7 46.0
Professional work (paid work) 16.5 6.5
Political and social events 9.2 5.6
Literature, arts, and culture 104 20.3
Nature 9.8 5.6
Sport, tourism and travel 20.9 3-9
Housework and other unpaid work 21 4.6
Other answers 7.0 7.5
No answer 0.3 —
Total 1000 1000

Source: L. Hrdy., ed. VOlnycaS V ISSR (Free Time in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic). Prague,
Sociologicky Ustav O SAV, 196g.

but surely eroding age-old traditions. The effectiveness of these forces can
be doubtlessly enhanced by a conscious mobilization of society and this
may speed up the whole process. Certainly, a long fight seems to be ahead.

But however long that fight may be, women’s time is sure to come.
In some respects it is already here.



INTERVIEW

LIPOT SZONDI ON HIS LIFE
AND ON DESTINY ANALYSIS

The auto-diagnostic test developed by Dr.
Lipét Szondi is kept on file all over the world—
Hungary included— as one instrument applicable

to psychological testing. However, Dr. Sgondi's
theory of depth-psychology— analysing destiny or
the psychology of destiny— is still being debated
in many quartets; a M arxist reading of it has
been under way in Hungary in recent years with
several articles and studies in various periodicals.
Bv publishing this interview we do not wish to
intervene in the debate; we aim only at presenting
the views of an original thinker. (The interview
was originally published in the monthly review
Valésadg. No. it, |97J, pp. 63'72_)

The fame of destiny analysis and the auto-
diagnostic test was already world-wide when
fascists dragged Lip6t Szondi away from Hungary
in 1944. His survival of the concentration camp

bordered on the miraculous; he escaped to Switzer-

land and lives there to this day, where, at the
age of 83, he is director of the Szondi Institute
in Zurich.

Q: You were once, as a doctor at the Apponyi
Polyclinic, one of thefirst and outstanding Hun-
garian specialists in endocrinology, a doctor of
internal diseases who dealt with the internal secre-
What was it that to the

tion glands. led you

treatment of backward children?

A: The explanation is very simple, but is
exactly the reverse of your question. | had
already decided as a third-year medical stu-
dent to go into medical psychology. At the
time, | wanted to become a psychiatrist.

I went to work as an assistant in the labora-
tory for the treatment of backward children
led by Pal Ranschburg—still as a medical
student—because | was especially interested
in experimental psychology, and at the time
this could be studied only with Ranschburg.
| became an internist, because in the 1910s
there was a study alleging inner secretion
origins of schizophrenia. Under the influence
of this study, | first made inner secretion
tests on backward children in the laboratory
and later expanded my examinations. There
was in fact a time when | conducted inner
secretion treatment at the polyclinic, was
engaged only in this question and lectured
on the topic. This is why many people
thought that | was a specialist of internal
diseases, although the truth is that I arrived
at internal secretion through dealing with
mental backwardness.

Q: I1f I am well informed, this period was
summed up in your work entitled “The Deficient
Mind", which was published in 192\], and

which is still considered by many asyourfunda-
mental work. How did your activity proceed after
the appearance of the book?

A: Two years later, in 1927, the Ministry
established a separate laboratory for me at
the Training College for Teachers of Back-
ward Children, which was called the Patho-
logical and Therapeutical Laboratory. “The-
rapeutics” was included in the name because
we also experimented with healing the inner
secretion glands.
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Q: That was the laboratory from which a

great generation issued: physicians, psychologists,

teachers of backward children. Whom do you most
like to remember among them?

A | should mention many names; permit
me to recall now only my most faithful col-
laborators. | must first mention Fléra Koz-
mutza (Mrs. Gyula lllyés), then Istvan Be-
nedek, Zsuzsa Kérossy, Vera Mérei and
Ferenc Mérei, Vera Roboz and Pal Roboz,
Klari Sandor, Anna Gleimann, Erzsi Kardos,
Eszter Miké and finally Gyorgy Boszormé-
nyi and Istvan Garay.

Q: What did you do in this new laboratory?
W hat wereyou interested in in thefirst place?

A: At first we were mainly engaged in
the research of family lines. | established a
so-called fam ity book On families in which a
great number of mentally backward children
were born. My true aim was to include all
those families in Hungary in the register in
which mentally backward persons were then
born. But we were able to put together only
four or five hundred family books, because
the Second World War intervened; the work
was interrupted and the family books all
perished.

0: What was the aim of this extensive re-
search intofamily trees?

A: My primary aim was to establish the
role of heredity compared to environment in
the incidence of mental backwardness. By
environmental causes, of course, we mean not
only the result of social surroundings but
also the injuries due to birth or disease. For
instance, the brain injury at birth—menin-
gitis or brain fever, bleeding in the brain
connected with the birth, and so on—these
count as environmental causes because when
the injury occurs, the child is already here,
is already alive: itS innerited stock of genes
already ready, it has its given mass of endow-
ments.

I must confess that at that time we did
not yet have a method to definitely separate
inherited and environmental influences. It is
a wonderful development in science—that
several decades after my first attempts in

Hungary, | have been dealing here in
Switzerland in recent years with the same
problem, and | believe to have discovered a
method by which it can be established how
many times greater is the effect of heredity
than the environment in the case of a certain
character. | shall first present my method in
September 1976 in Paris, at the 7th Inter-
national Colloquy of destiny analysts, in
discussing the strength of the instincts for
life and death.

Q: Asfar as | know, you elaborated in the
laboratory of the Training College for Teachers
of Backward Children your auto-diagnostic test,
has taken

which its place under the name of

“Sgpndi-test” among the great psychological tests
used all over the world. You laid also there the

foundations for your system of ideas, which be-

came known under the name of "psychology of

destiny” or “destiny analysis". Hew did you
arrive at the idea of the psychology of destiny?

A: Due to personal experiences and also
experiences in medical practice. The personal
part relies on two pillars. One is Dostoevsky.
| observed that Dostoevsky had written
mainly of murderers and saints. Why speci-
fically about them? I asked myself the ques-
tion, and as early as 1911 | elaborated the
theory the essence of which is that writers
project the nidden content of their own an-
cestors—iN other words, their inherited stock
of genes and instincts—into the heroes of
their works, without being aware of it. | then
presented my theory to a circle of friends.
Strangely enough | had the same impact as
later with my books. Some were enthusiastic
about the idea, others considered it chi-
merical.

Henry Troyat’s book on Dostoevsky was
published years later, and in it he demon-
strated in detail that since the seventeenth
century there had been many criminals—
even murderers—in Dostoevsky’s family.
And in contrast to them, there have also
been many people in his family who could
almost be considered saints. For instance,
one of his great-great-grandmothers had her
husband killed by the butler; others were
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known as saints throughout Russia. | felt
that Troyat’s family tree research confirmed
my theory. This encouraged me to continue
my research to discover the causes of human
destiny.

Seeing that Dostoevsky was an epileptic,
I looked up the family tree of a great number
of epileptics, and found that the morbus
sacer—as epilepsy was called—and the bomo
sacer—i.€. the saint—stemmed from the same
root. | will show you a family tree which
confirms this statement. Look at this: here
there is an epileptic, here another one, this
one is a paranoiac, but here there is a nun,
here a monk, here another two monks, and
again an epileptic. This shows that many
“saintly” persons also come from epileptic
families. This appears to be so convincing,
on the basis of earlier examinations con-
ducted at home and more recent investiga-
tions made here, that it will be one of the
principal topics at the Paris colloquy: morbus
sacer— Homo sacer. And DOStOEVSky will be at
the centre of the topic. Both physicians
(epileptologists) and literary historians will
deliver numerous lectures on Dostoevsky.

Q: You mentioned earlier that the basic idea
of the psychology of destiny stemmed from two
personal experiences. What was the other?

A: During the First World War | was
convalescing in a Viennese hospital when
I became acquainted with a girl, who was
of Saxon origin, blond, Aryan, and a teacher of
languages. One night | awoke from an oppres-
sive dream. In my dream my parents talked
about my half-brother, mainly about his bad
destiny. My father lost his first wife very
early, but my brother was a product of that
marriage. This brother of mine was also a
medical student, studied in Vienna, and also
became acquainted there with a woman, who
was of Saxon origin, blond, Aryan, and a teacher
of languages. | Was not yet even born when
all that happened. Finally my brother was
unable to finish his studies because he was
forced to marry the woman, and his marriage
was very unhappy.

The thought then came to mind that |

was really going to repeat the family destiny.
But I told myself: 1 do not want to repeat
the family destiny, | wish to live my own
destiny! This is the origin of my theory of
choice, that a person’s choice may have an
inherited—family, embedded in the genes—
foundation, butit canalsohaveanindividually
formed, egothonic foundation. The first is
the genotrop and the second the egotrop
choice. The essence of both is: a person’s
destiny is determined by his choices.

Q: But according toyour theory the tropism or
attraction to hisfamily instinct is the decisive one.
In other words not the conscious, but the uncon-
scious, the genotrop choice.

A : This is the more frequent, exactly be-
cause it is not exclusive! My dream in
Vienna made clear to me the destiny
“planned” by my family instinct genes, but
my making the unconscious possibilities of
my destiny conscious, | was able to change
this instinct plan. Next day | reported for
the service, left Vienna and returned to the
front-line.

Q: Can it be said then that if the choice of
the ancestors hidden in the ‘family unconscious’
becomes conscious, the genotrop force can be in-
fluenced P

A: This does not always succeed, but
man has the possibility to let the ego choose
and not the ancestors. Choice due to the
ancestors is always unconscious. The ego
knows that it chooses, but it does not know
why it chooses the path it does.

Q: We have notyet spoken of a third experience,
the medical one, the medical source of the idea of
destiny analysis.

A: In my Budapest surgery | was once
visited by a woman who was accompanied
by her husband. She complained that she
did not dare to give her children any medi-
cine or sweets, because she was always afraid
of poisoning them. “Have you ever heard
of such a thing doctor?”—she asked finally,
wondering herself about her curious fear.
I told her then that from the Uplands an
old woman periodically visited me, who had
the same complaint. Her husband was a
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grain merchant and whenever they sold grain,
the woman always had the fear that they
were poisoning the customers, the village.
More than that! During the First World
War a woman committed suicide in the
village, and she had the feeling that she had
poisoned the woman.

When 1 got that far in my story, sud-
denly the woman’s husband, who until then
had listened in deep silence, intervened and
said: “Doctor, that woman from the Uplands
—she is my mother."

Q: An amazing coincidence!

A: Amazing indeed, but no coincidence.
This case “too” strengthened in me the
certainty that an instinctive, unconscious
choice existed in which the ancestors invi-
sibly guided our destiny. It cannot be a
coincidence that the man selected exactly
such a woman for his wife, someone who
was pained after five years of marriage by
the same fears as his own mother! Hidden
—latently—this man carried in himself the
diseased stock of genes inherited from his
mother, and these genes guided him imper-
ceptibly, subconsciously in the choice of his
mate.

Q: We have heard two examples Of the choice
Of one's mate, butl imagine that the thesis applies
to our other choices as well.

A: Of course. Our family instinct genes
guide our choice of a mate, the choice of an
occupation, the choice of objects and so on,
and in the case of suicide even the choice of
the manner of death. wani macht schicksal.
This is the basic idea of my theory. Our
choices shape our destiny. Most choices are
the function of our genes, i.e. they are
brought about by a genotrop influence. The
egotrop choice—which is more infrequent—
was outlined in me only later on, in its final
form in the period of destiny analytical
treatments.

Q: The aim of destiny analysis is then to
assist the victory of the egotrop choice over the
genotrop choice of the ancestors?

A: Yes, but only if the genotrop choice
is dangerous to the individual.

Q: Butfor the practice of destiny analysis you
first had to elaborate the auto-diagnostic test,
through which the attraction of the patient to a
certain choice may be established.

A: This is an error. Many people think
that | first elaborated the instinct-diagnostic
test, and then destiny analysis. But it hap-
pened in a different way.

When | was certain that ancestors guided
one’s choices, | already knew that for the
analysis—i.e. for the therapy—an exploration
of the family tree was also necessary. But
putting together a family tree requires a
great deal of time and is not always reliable.
In my book entitled Schicksalsanalyse |, for
instance, described a family tree which con-
tains the data of more than 500 relatives,
which took more than six months to put
together. | therefore thought it would be
possible to save time if I investigated the
direction of choice of the sick individual
—i.e. the inspiration from the ancestors—
in such a way that | put eight portraits in
front of the person to be examined, each of
which has been made of a person suffering
from an inherited psychiatric disease (epi-
lepsy, schizophrenia, etc.) and ask the per-
son to select from the eight photographs the
two most attractive and the two most re-
pulsive ones.

| put together a series of 48 portraits,
which included six homosexuals, six mur-
derers (sadists), six epileptics, six catatonic
schizophrenics, six paranoiacs, six hysterics,
six depressives and six manics. | place the 48
pictures in frontof a person not altogether but
in six stages—at each stage including all eight
groups of diseases. At each stage the patienc
had to select two, that is altogether twelve
attractive and twelve repulsive pictures. We
mark his selections in a table, which con-
tains the initials of the eight diseases—h, s,
e, p, hy, k, d, m,—and twelve squares are
available for each symbol or each instinctive
need. This is how the patient’s instinct
profile is put together.

Q: How many times is this test he performed

for each patient?
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A: In Hungary—where we started the
test, and for a long time after—we let the
patient make his choice twice. Here in
Switzerland, we have quantitatively ex-
panded the examination, and today we make
our patient face the choice ten times at
various intervals. Instead of a two-profile
test we apply a ten-profile test. The advan-
tage of the latter is that it lays open more
destiny possibilities than a two-profile test.
A person has not one and not two but
several destiny possibilities.

In other words, the instinct profile is a
coded table. The two most difficult years in
my life were spent in Budapest from 1937 to
1939 working on the solution to this com-
plicated code. But this work had a double
purpose. It turned out that the test was not
only suitable for making family tree research
easier—and sometimes substitue for it—but
was also suitable to demonstrate the destiny
possibilities of a person, lay bare his stock of
instincts, his set of instincts. Consequently,
my test is a complex diagnostic test of in-
stincts and destiny.

Q: And this, if I understood you properly,
may obviate the need to draw up afamily tree?

A: Sometimes yes, but in the majority of
cases it does not. By itself the test cannot
answer a number of things. To make this
more easily understandable, | will give an
example and show you an instinct profile
table.

This 38-year-old man was sent to our
institute for investigation by the judicial
authorities because he had an affair with his
sister and his eleven-year-old daughter. In
addition he is a burglar. His instinct profile
shows that ten times he choose the “k”
pictures, proving his instinctive need of pos-
session, and four pictures he even selected
twice. Pictures that healthy people generally
consider repulsive. Consequently, the pos-
sessive instinct is pathologically strong in
this man both in respect to material objects
and sexual objects (persons). He takes pos-
session of the body of his daughter and his
sister, and commits burglaries to possess

objects. But why is the man like this? The
test cannot answer this question, only the
family tree can.

So we also drew up the man’s family tree,
and you can see it that the father of the
person under examination as well as his
fraternal uncle had affairs with their own
daughters and his grandfather was even jailed
for incest. So far this is clear. But why did
the man commit burglaries? The family tree
answers this question too. The mother of
the man, a taxi driver, divorced her husband
who had committed incest with their daugh-
ter. She soon remarried, but her new husband
turned out to be a burglar, and even a son
of this man’s first marriage was a burglar.
And although the mother conducted an
ordinary, honest life all the time, her choice
was nevertheless guided by her latent reces-
sive genes, which became manifest in her
son, in his (criminal) actions.

As you can see, the test and the family
tree complement each other; in the majority
of cases the two must be applied together.
The family tree demonstrates what exists or
existed in the family, and the test shows
what the individual exhibits among the—
sick, associal—family instincts.

Q: We are talking about instincts but what is
it in reality that we call instincts?

A: According to Freud, instinct is in part
asomatic and in part a psychic phenomenon,
and its aim is to lead the human being into
an earlier state, and even into the anorganic
world. This is the death instinct, the polar
antonym of which is the life instinct. The
aim of psycho-analysis is to overcome the
death instinct, to teach the person to live:
to love and work. | go further and say that
people must be taught to live in freedom and
become humanists. The ant too “loves and
works”. The difference begins when the
human being becomes free and humane, i.e.
he extends his love to every living thing.

It is a fundamental criterion of the in-
stinct that it manifests itself in action.
A sentiment, for instance, is not an instinct.
For a sentiment to become an instinct, it



98

has to become an action. The instinct has a

single objective: to be satisfied by an action.
Q: What is the essential difference between the

instincts oj a human being and of an animal?

A: There is a very great difference. The
lower orders, for instance, have a perfect
system of instincts. Their entire individual
and racial life relies on a strictly defined
schedule of instincts, which they must realize
step by step. The second group includes the
living beings that have imperfect instincts,
as for instance apes. These are already able
to omit certain steps or to insert new ones
in the schedule: they are able to learn. Man
has the most imperfect instincts, which
makes man able to learn from his experience,
and thereby invent individual variations to
his actions.

Q: So our system of instincts is imperfect.
You have nevertheless elaborated a detailed system
of instincts, and the test and destiny analysis are
Why was the instinct

built on this system.

system table necessary?

A: When at the time of drawing up the
test |1 began to speculate about the essence
of the instincts, | first adopted the two great
Freudian basic instincts: the life instinct
and the death instinct. But | discovered that
these two were not sufficient to understand
the life of instincts, there are other important
instincts too, and each has its antonym.
Dialectic dualities exist in us. The “destruc-
tive Cain” Kkills out of lust, but there exists
a ‘“constructive Cain” too—for instance
Moses—who also kills, but afterwards cre-
ates moral laws. According to the Bible,
under Moses the Jews were decimated in
the desert, but he then constructed the state
of God, and created the basic laws of hu-
manity. Another example could be the range
of “hystcrial” instincts, of which the dialectic
contradiction is also characteristic: the polar
antonyms of exhibitionism and of hiding.
The positive side of the catatonic instinct is
will and the taking of possession, the wiiite
zum Haben— Which also has positive and, as
our preceding example shows, negative man-
ifestations. But its contrary negative side is

THE NEW HUNGARIAN QUARTERLY

the willing of nothing, right down to
suicide. The paranoid exhibits the instinct
of longing for ego expansion; its will to
grow wrestles with the will to diminish.
Another antinomy | adopted for my system
of instincts came from Imre Hermann: the
search for anew object and the perseverence
of an old one—in other words the antinomy
of clinging and separation.

Sometimes these contradictory instincts
are interchanged. The impulsive Cain Kills;
then remorse, the will to make good, be-
comes dominant in him. The killer Cain
becomes a constructive Cain: he heals, helps,
leads.

On the basis of the above my system of
instincts is built on the variations of love,
impulse, egotistical and social instincts, and
consists of four principal instinct ranges,
eight instinct needs and 16 instinct trends.

Q: You earlier said that instinct equalled
action. But only one half of the antinomies can
What happens to the

manifest itself in action.
other?

A It is suppressed, but it is not entirely
dead, it is not wiped out. It waits to surface,
for an opportunity to act, for manifestation.
This is what Karinthy wittily said with “In
the subconscious in a little house—the inst-
inct sits in deep sorrow. ..”

However, an instinct trend that remains
subconscious is not entire by inactive be-
cause it radiates the instinct world of the
individual. The suppressed instinct trends
often “come to life”, leading to pathological
symptoms or deviations in one’s character.
Here, in the Zurich institute over the last
three years, we have been investigating what
the strength, the potency, of the hidden
instinct was most dependent on: heredity or
environment. We have demonstrated that
the greater the suppression of the instinct,
the more dependent it is on heredity.

2 > Does this then mean that in the last resort
the force of heredity is the greatest in the develop-
ment of one’s character? Is this perhaps why many
people claim thatyour system of ideas isfatalistic?

A: This is an error! | assert with Freud
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that the influence of heredity and environ-
ment cannot be sharply separated. Both my
earlier examinations made in Hungary and
the more recent ones made here prove that
in the manifestation of some instincts here-
dity is strongest, and in the manifestation
of others environment is strongest.

Q: According to modem genetics, human attri-
butes and actions are determined by many genes.
You nevertheless maintain that our choices— our
destinies— are guided exclusively by the instinct
genes, in other words by latent recessive genes.

A: In my view, the bulk of human
qualities are determined by two chief genes.
Instincts, for instance, are each certainly
linked to two special genes. This is called
dimer-recessive heredity by geneticists. But
these two chief genes are not independent of
the other genes in an individual’s stock of
genes. The surrounding genes have a definite
determining role as well. It is an error to
believe that I build everything on a single
instinct gene. First of all, | always speak of
two. This becomes quite clear, for instance,
from that part of my book entitled schicksals-
analyse, Where | describe the interconnected
course of heredity in stammering, epilepsy
and migraine. In the second place, | assert
that the entire set of genes plays arole in the
manifestation of the two special genes.

Q: In

psycho-analysis as opposed to destiny

my experience, many people consider
analysis.
W hat is the truth in this? Are the two concepts,
the two methods really contrary to each other?

A: No. I stand on a Freudian foundation.
The difference is that we also treat those who
suffer from grave inherited neuroses, not just
people whose neuroses were caused by some
injury or trauma in early childhood.

We begin our therapy with the Freudian
method, with psycho-analysis, because as a
first step we have to peel off environmental
influences. We have to learn what it is that
the patient has brought with him under the
influence of his environment. Sometimes
this takes two months, sometimes five
months, sometimes a year—or even longer.
And then the discovery of the early traumas

are suddenly bogged down. The patient does
not bring along any more dreams, “he falls
into a hole”, and the analysis makes no
more progress. This is a warning that not
only environmental factors but also ancient
instinct factors may play a role.

At this stage passive psycho-analytical
therapy is turned into active destiny analy-
tical therapy. This latter is also built on the
Freudian method of association, with the
difference that | expose innumerable times
a single word to the patient from his actual
dream—repeating the same word aloud and
at the speed of hammer blows. | call the
method Hammerschlagmethode. The patient is
usually unable to resist this intense pressure
and expels the inherited, ancient root of his
neuroses. Let me give you an example to
make you better understand what | mean.

A young girl underwent psycho-analysis
after a homosexual relationship with an
older woman. The therapy was successful:
her homosexuality ceased, she was married
and had two children. But she hardly dared
to leave home out of fear that if she left
her children would be killed in her absence.
This kept the unfortunate woman in such
terrible anxiety that she finally came to me
for destiny analysis. In the destiny analysis
she produced ancient dreams. Such ancient
dreams (annentraume) are interesting, be-
cause it there was a schizophrenic in the
family, then schizophrenic individuals ap-
pear in the ancient dream, if there were
epileptics, then epileptics appear. And so on.

Our patient dreamt of a girl she could
not get rid off. And in the next dream the
same girl was schizophrenic, and was in es-
sence nobody but herself. But where did this
dream come from? We discovered from the
family tree that there were two schizophrenic
women in the family, and one of them had
had the delusion that she was pregnant and
threw her foetus into the toilet.

When 1 disclosed this to our patient, the
inherited origin of her fear became clear and
she suddenly shed her fear that her children
would be killed. In the fifteen years that
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have passed, the woman has been entirely
free of these anxieties.

Q: Where is the place ofyour destiny psycho-
logy and destiny analysis in depth psychology?

A: Between Freud and Jung. Freud dis-
closed the personal, individual unconscious,
Jung the collective unconscious, the arche-
types. My area is the family unconscious.

Q: Do the examplesyou have given lead to the
definite conclusion that instincts can consciously
he guided, if necessary he guided onto a better
path and even educated?

A: Yes. Destiny analysis is but the educa-
tion of the instincts. Its aim is, as has already
been mentioned, that the genotrop force
should be replaced by the egotrop force, and
instead of the influence of the ancestors the
conscious ego should decide a person’s des-
tiny. It is interesting that a number of
sciences deal with education, but few have
thought of the possibility of educating the
instincts. Pedagogy, politics, religion all
wish to educate action that has already be-
come manifest, although the action is guided
by instincts. Consequently the instincts
should be educated in the first place since
instincts have a centre in the brain. It is well
known that in the brain aggression as well
as love or sexuality have their centre. Con-
sequently, if I influence the instinct, | also
influence the brain.

The instinct-educating principle of des-
tiny analysis is that the instincts standing
behind the patient or behind the associal
actions have first to be discovered; after-
wards healing, making conscious, counselling
and guidance of the instincts may follow.
Since every negative instinct has its positive
antonym, there is always the possibility of
guidance, of turning over.

Q: What connection do you see between the
instincts and abilities or talent?

A: Instincts too stand behind every kind
of talent, and capabilities are developed—
partly!—in the direction of the instincts.
A man is most talented in the occupation
or career towards which his instincts strive
the most stubbornly to attain satisfaction.
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The instincts provide the driving force of
talent. But the stucture of the brain also
contributes to the formation of talent. By
satisfying the aggressive instinct one may
become a butcher, or a killer, but also an
outstanding surgeon. True talent results from
the lucky coincidence of instinct and brain
structure.

Q: Since school shoulders a dominant respon-
sibility in a career guidance for the young, don't
you think that it too should take a larger role in
the education of the instinct?

A: In my opinion, career-counselling is
very important, because an instinct may be-
come sublimed healthily in a well-chosen
career, but may lead to a disease in a wrongly
chosen career. In my view the system of
career choice decided by where people are
needed or where the family forces them, is
entirely wrong. The person must be placed
where—in accordance with his talent—he
may fulfil his instincts and his inclinations.
Let me give you two examples.

A psychiatrist found guilty of grave ex-
hibitionism was put on probation and com-
pelled to undergo analysis. This is how he
came to me. His exhibitionism manifested
itself in such a way that when he had an
attack, he took out his sex organ in the
street and showed it around. In the course
of the examination it was discovered that
this man had extraordinary manual dexterity
and great imagination. During his treatment
he discovered to replace this perverted mani-
festation of his exhibitionistic inclination.
He became a sculptor and soon began to
exhibit. To put it rudely—he showed his
statues instead of his sex organ: the human
body, but in the form of a statue. His ex-
hibitionistic instinct continued to be active,
but its manifestation was transposed—con-
sciously!—to a socially useful, even valuable
area.

Another example. A fourth-year philos-
ophy student came to us because he had
threatened his professors several times; if
they do not let him pass the examinations,
he will shoot them. The test my colleague
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made with him showed in maximum
strength the will to hide. | asked him what
he did for a living, because his threats got
him expelled from the university. | am a
stone-breaker on a road construction site, he
answered. | told him that what he did was
not bad, but advised him to go deeper—to
break stone or coal—under the earth. The
boy almost dropped off the chair in surprise,
and told me that from the eighteenth cen-
tury on up to his grandfather everybody in
his family was a coal-miner. His grand-
father became a teacher in a period of un-
employment to earn a safer living, but then
committed suicide. It turned out that the
person under examination was forced by his
parents to enter university. But he was un-
able to overcome instinctive family genes;
by becoming a stone-breaker and undergoing
analysis he avoided the destiny of his grand-
father.

That this was not a coincidence or an in-
dividual phenomenon has been proven by
instinct diagnostic tests done among miners
in West Germany. Carried out on a massive
scale, the test demonstrated that the best
miners had the strongest instinct for hid-
ing.

Q: When | preparedfor this interview, | jot-
ted down an ideafrom an article by Laszl6 Né-
meth. Let me quote it, because | feel that this out-
standing writer recently deceased confirms your
explanations. “For thefact that a man— just as he
las a sex instinct and an instinct to get along in
life— has also an instinctive calling. He wants to
find the occupation which suits him best and to
develop this occupation. If this instinct is sup-
pressed, it springsforth in spurious ways and, in
a distortedform, becomes even more stubborn and
passionate: my life may be an example of this.”
As may be seen, the choice of career is not easy, and
may | refer here again to thefact that the burden
of counselling weighs perhaps too heavily on the
teachers.

A: You are right: this burden must be
shared. | am convinced that schools cannot
do without a school psychologist, who should
make tests in order to discover the instincts

and inclinations of the child. He should
give the Rorschach test, maybe the instinct
test and other tests too. On the basis of the
tests he should discuss with teachers and
parents the choice of careers, the suitable
range of fields and the direction of educat-
ing instinct and talent. In other words, the
teacher must get to know the child along
with the psychologist—from instincts to
talents—but | wish to stress that along with
the tests the child must be given a hearing
too!

Since you have mentioned school, let me
tell you that, in my view, every teacher who
discovers some neurotic symptom in him-
self should undergo analysis. In the analysis
he can learn and understand the psychology
he really needs to truly understand his
students. He is compelled to recall the ex-
periences of his own childhood, and this
brings him closer to the psychology of his
pupils. With people who lack the spontane-
ous psychological foundation of education
we often meet anxieties, inhibitions, maybe
delusions. Under analysis these troubles can
mostly be put in order.

And another thing. In my opinion the
teachers should also have a serious knowl-
edge of depth psychology. It is one of my old
hobby-horses that depth psychology should
also be included in the training of teachers.
Educational psychology is insufficient, be-
cause it covers only the conscious sphere, it
is the psychology of practice. Depth psy-
chology dealing with the unconscious is also
needed in education.

Q: How does the field of destiny psychology
stand today in the world of science?

a : | feel that both the test and the theory
have stood the test of time. A quantitative
change has been made in the test. Instead of
a two-profile test we now undertake a ten-
profile test, which—as | have already men-
tioned—Iays bare more destiny possibilities.

The universities have also opened doors
to destiny psychology. Jacques Schotte,
professor at Leuwen University in Belgium,
has elaborated his theoretical psychiatry on
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the basis of my system of instincts. Inciden-
tally, | have more disciples in Belgium than
here in Switzerland. There my theory of in-
stincts and destiny analysis are already part
of the university curriculum. But one of the
Paris universities, Paris VI, has also adopted
the entire study, led by van Reeth. And for
the 7th International Colloquy the gates of
the old Sorbonne have also been opened to
destiny psychology.

Q: Who maintains this beautiful and well-

equipped institute here on the Zirichberg? And
what does the picture of the bridge represent in the
inscription of “Stiftung Szondi Institut*? (Some
people believe it to be a styliged drawing of the
Budapest Chain Bridge.)

A The institute belongs to a foundation,
which has been established by me, but the
bulk of the money has been donated by the
mother of one of my cured patients. In our
“arms” the bridge just represents my endav-
our to link up the three schools built on the
unconscious—the ones by Freud, Jung and
myself—into a united system of depth
psychology.

Q: What are the main research topics of the
institute at present?

A: In addition to many others, we deal
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at present with three main topics. 1. Who
consume narcotics? 2. Who are the alcoholics?
But our most important research topic (3.) is
how the role of heredity may be compared
quantitatively with the role of the environ-
ment. We must elaborate a reliable method
to establish the relative effects of heredity
and the environment in a given case. This is
necessary to enable us in the case of a
psychiatric disease to make forecasts based
on a clear picture of the instincts that can be
cured and re-educated. And it is only with
a reliable instinct image that we can give
usable advice to those who turn to us at
times of marriage, pregnancy or planning a
family.

Q: You are an honorary doctor at Leuwen Uni-
not to use the title

versity, yet you asked me

“Professor” in the interview. You asked me to

write simply Doctor, or Doctor Szondi. Why?

A: In 1941 | was deprived not only of
the directorship of the laboratory but also of
the title of “college professor". Since then |
have not used the title of professor.

Q: Did that still happen in Hungary?

A: Yes.

Q: Thankyou, Doctor, for the time you have
taken for this conversation.

Gyorgy Gyori
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OF PERIODICALS

NUTS AND BOLTS

Cashews and Common Sense

Salted cashews are very common in
English-speaking countries while in Hun-
gary they were practically unknown until
recently. Not that they did not exist in Hun-
garian food stores. They were on sale but
very few people bought them. Today
there are no more salted cashews on sale in
Hungarian stores. They are sold out but
now every Hungarian citizen knows them
well. And in fact, salted cashews have
become a household word in economics. The
new concept resulted from a discussion that
lasted several months in the columns of the
literary and—as its title indicates—political
Weekly, Elet éslrodalom.

The discussion began with the somewhat
pompous headline, “Let us produce a better
public spirit” but people referred to it only
as the “cashew discussion” because it all
started with Bulcst Bertha’s article, “Salted
Cashews”, in the issue of February 28,
1976.

“Salted cashews are down,” wrote Bertha.
“A hundred and fifty grams used to cost
sixty forints and are now on sale for thirty-
two. True, the package says, ‘To be sold
before February 1976.” Although February
was almost over | could not resist them,
being of an inquisitive nature. There were
heaps of unsold salted cashews in my local
self-service food-store in Obuda. | bought
one package. The salesgirl stared at me, then
brought a colleague over to look. They both
thought | was mad.”

With this introduction, the author gave
a long list of “salted cashews”™—and sub-
sequent issues had other people’s “salted
cashews”, enumerating the most conspicuous
undesirable features of our economic life,
social conditions and work morale: wide-
ranging examples of stupidity, incom-
petence, irresponsibility and negligence
which arouse the fury not only of every
economist but also of every responsible Hun-
garian citizen. These were offences to com-
mon sense that fit the picturesque Hun-
garian expression, “the knife opens in their
pocket.”

“...there are many enterprises where
people are unable to work because of hitches
in material supply or badly organized work.
Where work is well prepared, well organized
and controlled, it is impossible not to per-
form the job. | often see bored people just
hanging about. Young people play football
in their overalls on public squares during
working hours. Older workers play cards
or drink beer in front of shop entrances.
Anybodywith anunderstanding of economics
would be distressed by such a sight. But if
they think or speak ill of these workers, they
are mistaken. For behind each idle and
loafing worker there is some shop foreman,
supply-man, engineer, director, a com-
mittee or even the relevant ministry.”

Bulcsu Bertha is a hot-tempered man and
he is no economist. His article contained
inaccuracies and reflected some naivete;
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many subsequent articles reproached him
but there could be no doubt about his good
intentions. (Still, some readers did have their
doubts: “If Bulcsi Bertha or the Editor
would sum up these flaws and reveal them
in a closed or public session to a competent
forum, then they would have a right to say
they tried to help and indeed, achieved some
slight improvement. But since they only
poured the contents of this cesspool out on
the helpless reader..  wrote somebody in
an anonymous contribution included in the
letter-montage with which the editors closed
the debate on April 24.)

May | further quote Bertha: “Look at
these salted cashews. There might be several
wagon-loads of them in the country. We did
not need salted cashews. A hundred and
fifty grams would cost a worker half-a-day’s
wages. But fortunately he does not want to
eat salted cashews, even now when they are
50 per cent cheaper. It would have been
better to import the nuts semi-raw which,
according to the technical literature, con-
tain a juice that gnaws off corns and warts
and can be used against white ants. We
would have done better business with the
sap of the plant, from which ink and funeral
candles can be made. What did this cashew
adventure cost us? What did we give in
exchange—our own trash or machines, preci-
sion instruments, salami?... Our barter
agreements would arouse anybody’s curiosity.
What do we give for what? People don’t like
us to give buses and machines for bananas,
chewing-gum, elastic and multi-coloured
panties. 1 am afraid that such things do
happen.. . These things lead also to deficits,
just as much as workers who drink beer
instead of working, and there is much more.”

Temper and passion perhaps at times
triumphed over rational consideration and
competence. Many correspondents first cor-
rected Bertha’s errors and naivete—then, of
course, enumerated their own “cashews”.

The first correspondent, in the March 6
issue of the magazine, was Istvan Lazar,
a journalist on the staff of valssag (Reality),
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the monthly social sciences review. “l can
imagine the experts already latching onto the
preamble of Bertha’s article. Pro primo: the
cashew affair is unimportant. Pro secundo:
why all the fuss? (1) Cashews are a negligible
part of our imports. (2) The author hasn’t
got the faintest idea of the complexities and
ramifications of barter arrangements, ‘some-
thing-for-something” deals and interstate
agreements. We must purchase the tradi-
tional products of developing countries, or
perhaps something happens in a formerly
stable country—a natural calamity or a
political upheaval—that makes us chase after
our money. We are happy to get cashew nuts.
Our experts could give you many answers.”
Istvdn Lazér then comes up with his own
“cashew” : “I find that the biggest problems
in our development today are the unsolved
or badly managed questions of incentives
and regulation.” He enumerates examples
which | won't repeat here, just his very per-
tinent remark: “Salary? Often just an ‘atten-
dance fee’. At our own places of work and
in our own jobs there are not enough oppor-
tunities and it is not worthwhile enough to
do our best. Those who work twice as hard
get just a little more but those who, instead
of over-exerting themselves, have second
jobs somewhere else, make good money
without jeopardizing their basic salary.
Therefore stricter controls on secondary
employment or subsidiary occupations is
only a palliative measure.”

Readers outside Hungary will probably
not see the fundamental theme clearly
through all the capricious twists and turns
in the debate. Vilmos Molnar, a corres-
pondent from Szolnok, felt that “As in many
other polemics, we are trying to find the
answer to the question of how better ma-
terial conditions influence people’s con-
sciousness.” (April 24, 1976)

The cashew debate has indeed been about
too many things to be about anything
specific. Atthe close of the cashew discussion
Zoltdn Molnér, a staff member of Eiet ¢
even wrote an article “What are

Irodalom,
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Debates about?” “A critical reader wrote
that when several people start to shake
their heads in disapproval, others automati-
cally join them. Another, even more critical
reader, considered debates in the press as
nothing more than socialist Hyde Parks.
Let those complain who have something to
complain about: it is more effective than the
excellent products of our pharmaceutical
industry. And it sells more copies of our
papers.”

Indeed, the journal did get more
popular, selling out every week. For a few
weeks every journalist’s dream came true:
there was a rush for the paper, as people
showed how much it interested them.

Contributions from experts started to
pour in. "I am one of those experts men-
tioned by Istvan Lazar, and as he suspected,
I got stuck at the introduction to Bertha’s
article. But only for a moment. It is really
unimportant whether Bertha described the
cashew affair accurately or not. A writer or
publicist is not obliged to know the intrica-
cies of barter or interstate agreements. From
his everyday experience he selected an ex-
ample he found particularly irrational, even
though it really wasn’t. Is he the only person
to be scandalized by cashews who conjures a
theory in the absence of an adequate explana-
tion?”

These were the first lines of an article by
Tamas Bécskai, an executive of the National
Bank of Hungary. The answer to it comes
in one paragraph of an article by the jour-
nalist, lvan Ordas: “There was a time
when we were not informed about the ‘pro-
duction’ in our country of such exotic com-
modities as cotton, Russian dandelions,
sweet potatoes and lemons. Or to put it
better, we were misinformed and told that
they had a moderate success, despite the
complete unsuitability of the Hungarian
climate. The people were not intellectual
infants; just silent. But it would be difficult
to believe that we are still not adult enough
to listen to the views of as many persons as
possible in matters of public concern.”

105

Endre Kovécs, a young economist from
Eger, wrote: “Today, three decades after
Liberation and twenty years after the counter-
revolution, do we still need the cliches and
stereotypes that, in the past, carried the
simplified truths meant for an uneducated
and oppressed people?”

By the way, Tamas Bacskai explained his
own “cashew”, the problem of manpower, in
the issue of March 13, 1976: “Is it possible,
in conditions of permanent manpower short-
age, to observe the same work and technolo-
gical discipline as in conditions of full-
employment? With demand growing much
faster than supply, is it possible to increase
the impact of the consumer on production
and supply?... If there are permanently
more jobs than workers it is easy to lure
anybody from one work place to another by
promising him more money. This “fee for
shifting’ is more potent than Lazar’s ‘fee of
presence’; it increases tension in the market
place, that is, market response.”

Many people accused Bertha of incom-
petence. A writer, Marton Lovas, wrote in
the same March 13 issue: “The article makes
the basic mistake of making a mountain out
of a molehill. In more exact terms it elevates
exceptions into general truths and ignores
the real truth. There are some hunchbacks
among us but according to Bertha ‘all Hun-
garians are hunchbacks’. ..” For this Lovas
paid the price of being considered by most
participants in the debate as the prime ex-
ample of one of the most attacked tendencies.
Involuntarily, he ended up as the leader of
those who wanted “to play things down”.
Ambrus Bor, the short-story writer, attacked
him in the March 20 issue: “To play down
the mistakes that have been revealed is a bad
method of discussion. It is bad to try to
cover up mistakes by pointing to achieve-
ments: many times they have nothing to do
with the mistakes, and very often they are
no more than the execution of one’s duties
and not the result of additional exertion. To
call concerned people pessimists is a bad
way to argue.”
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Népszabadsag, the Hungarian Socialist
Workers’ Party daily, had an article by Péter
Rényi, the Deputy Editor dismissing the
writers and the whole controversy as incom-
petent: “The main problem in this type of
manifestation is not the answers to the
questions themselves. Experts can give the
answers frankly without mincing words and
without shame. The real problem is that the
good intentions miss the mark; they give
the alarm signal where it is not necessary
and disorient people when there are so many
other things to worry about—and give the
alarm about (not in the demagogic sense of
the word, but to alert and orient people).
Here | suspect a difference in timing: com-
munity-spirited artists and writers lagbehind
events in public life, politics and economics.
This is not a good thing, even for the artists
themselves. Politics and economics will not
fall into confusion because of a few un-
founded, offhand remarks, but the energy
critics put into helping and promoting
controversy will be wasted in the treadmill
of justified denials. . .” (April 4, 1976)

Such an insinuation is unfair to the writ-
ers, who did their best to overcome anyone’s
questioning their competence in such mat-
ters. In this respect it was a typically Hun-
garian debate: writers discussing matters
“which they do not understand, which are
not of their concern” (at least not profes-
sionally) has occurred throughout the past
five hundred years of Hungarian history.

And it is not even true that they do not
understand such things. Lajos Mardti has
defined his own “cashew” as cogently as any
social scientist could: “...the social and
technical changes in our life collapsed along
with the pattern of exterior and interior
drives which, in the past, determined man’s
relation to work with merciless effectiveness.
At the same time we have not yet worked
out and made people accept a new, socially
effective system of motivations, i.e. we have
not given living and stimulating content to
the axioms of the entirely new work morale.”

The discussion went on for more than
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two months, jumping from one subject to
another. The debate was not always on a
high level; it was often superficial—as press
debates generally are. But it is no exaggera-
tion to say that while it lasted half the
country was interested in “cashews”.

I conclude with another passage from the
same article by Mar6ti, which touched the
heart of the debate in the most striking man-
ner: “The sight of beer-drinking workers
has become a well-known feature of the
town-scape. But it no more characterizes the
state of industrial production than expanses
of uncultivated land reflect the efficiency of
agricultural enterprises. True, the Treasury
closed the year 1975 with a several billion
forint deficit; but that figure is at least two
orders smaller than the billions spent on
consumption and accumulation in the same
year. We can assume that such wealth was
produced somewhere by somebody in this
country—unless we are prepared to say that
Hungary depends for its prosperity on some
munificent Santa Claus.”

Charting the Map
of a Changing Society

Tarsadalmi Szemle (Social ReVieW), the
theoretical periodical of the Hungarian
Socialist Workers’ Party, printed an inter-
esting article in its April issue by Jézsef
Balint, Central Committee member, Under-
secretary of State, and President of the
Central Statistical Office, on “The Stratifica-
tion of Our Society and Income Distribution
as Reflected by Statistics”. Under the dry
scientific title come such exciting questions
as “the class structure of Hungarian society
and its changes since 1941” and “income
distribution in the major social sectors over
the past ten years.”

If we want to answer these questions or
rather, begin to answer them, a number of
concepts must first be clarified, a task that
depends as much on philosophers as statis-
ticians.

In everyday conversation we more or less
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agree onthe concept of “worker” or“peasant”
and accept their traditional definitions. But
statisticians must “label” everybody even
when a classification, like for an office
messenger, is not easy, and sometimes
meaningless. Such things are even more
complicated: since the liberation, definitions
of classes and sectors have been changed to
fit the objectives for which the surveys were
commissioned—to show, for example, the
elimination of peasants as a result of the
land reform, or emphasize the dynamics of
the state sector after nationalization, or the
growing ratio of industrial workers as a
result of industrialization, the growth of the
socialist sector in agriculture and the shrink-
ing of the private sector.

This means that the present statistical
definition of social strata has itself devel-
oped and changed over thirty years. The
latest survey distinguishes six basic house-
hold population groups: workers—where the
head is gainfully employed as a manual
worker in any branch of the economy except
agriculture and no household member is
gainfully employed in agriculture; peasants—
where the head is gainfully employed as a
manual worker in agriculture (including
state farms) with no household member
gainfully employed as a manual worker in
any branch outside agriculture; duar income—
where household members are gainfully
employed as manual workers both in agri-
culture and in another branch; inteliectual
occupation—Where the head has an intellectual
occupation; seif-employed—Where one house-
hold member is a self-employed merchant,
artisan or conveyor (but not including peas-
ants outside agricultural cooperatives); pen-
sioners—With no gainfully employed member.

According to Balint the system’s major
shortcoming is that it does not take into
account the growing number of dual-income
households, and it does not define clearly who
belongs to each social class and sector.

One of the most important events in
Hungarian social science in the sixties had
been the definition of the working class and
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discussions about the structure of Hun-
garian society: what was the role of property
relations in determining class relations in
socialist society? How do the divisions of
labour determine the structure ofsociety?. ..
Should the technical intelligentsia not be
classified with the working class? It was
finally agreed that they did not belong to the
working class but formed a special sub-
group of intellectuals.

How should we classify people like shop-
foremen or technicians? As a result of the
debate they are considered as part of the
working class.

Is there any class distinction among
manual workers, in industrial cooperatives,
and manual workers in state industry? Does
an agricultural manual worker in an agri-
cultural cooperative belong to a different
social class than one who is not self-em-
ployed? The answer to both questions is “no”.

In March 1974 the Hungarian Socialist
Workers’ Party’s Central Committee discuss-
ed the guidelines “for developing the social
role of the working class and further im-
proving its conditions”. It adopted a resolu-
tion stating who could be considered a
worker: (i) manual workers employed in
state industry, (2) manual workers in in-
dustrial, building and other non-agricultural
cooperatives, and (3) intellectually employed
persons directly engaged in the direction of
production in such state enterprizes and
cooperatives. In a political sense, former
workers holding positions in the country’s
political, state, economic and cultural life
and pensioned workers from the above three
categories also belong to the working class.

The Central Statistical Office has been
instructed to follow more attentively the
evolution of the working class. Natmrally
this implies a complex study of society of
which the working class forms a part, and
the exact definition of social strata and
classes. To this effect a Unified System of
Job Classification was drafted in 1975.
Jozsef Balint gave a detailed explanation of
the System together with the new problems
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it raised; but the chart showing the mobility
of Hungarian society from 1941 to 1973 is
probably much more interesting.

“The Central Statistical Office has started
to apply these class and sector definitions in
statistical surveys. We have revised the
micro-census of 1973 according to the pre-
sent concept of class and sector structure.
We reprocessed the data of former censuses
according to the new classification, with an
indication of the ratio of the exploiting
class in the years in question. Thus we could
give a unified, retrospective description of
the social class structure from 1941.”

What does this chart indicate? First that
the majority of the population belonged to
the working class as far back as in 1941 and
over the last one and a half decades their
numbers have steadily grown: 86 per cent of
all workers are active in material production
and 14 per cent in non-material production.
The proportion of peasants is steadily
decreasing, while the intelligentsia has
increased rapidly; 62 per cent of all intel-
lectually occupied persons work in material
production.

The charts also indicate that over one-
third of all working-class members live in
mixed households mostly with one member
gainfully employed in an agricultural co-
operative; this shows the steady rapproche-
ment of these two basic sectors of Hun-
garian society. (The ratio of mixed house-
holds is now 27 per cent.)

The Central Statistical Office has also
examined social mobility over the past
thirty years. More than one quarter of the
sons and almost two-fifths of the gainfully
employed daughters of manual workers
before the liberation have become intellec-
tual workers, while a considerable ratio
(about one-tenth of the sons of skilled
workers) hold leading posts or are technical
experts. So the majority of today’s leading
men are of worker or peasant origin. At the
same time, parallel to industrialization, half
of the sons and over one-third of the gain-
fully employed daughters of peasants have
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become workers in industry, in the building
industries and in other non-agricultural
manufactures. This means that almost half
of today’s industrial workers are of peasant
origin.

Jozsef Balint stated that “the tendency
towards equalization of all incomes is an
important factor in the rapprochement of
social classes and sectors.” He then described
this process, analysed the theoretical and
statistical problems of measuring incomes
but here we will limit ourselves to the
informative charts because they give an
unequivocal answer to some often debated
major questions.

With regard to per capita global income,
peasants reached the same level as workers in
1968.

Until 1973 the incomes of peasants grew
faster than the earnings of workers. In 1973
the per capita income of peasants was 7 per
cent more than that of workers.

In 1975 the worker-peasant income-ratio
more or less fell back to the level of 1970,
i.e. peasant incomes exceeded the workers’
by 3-4 per cent. But, wrote Balint, there is
considerable fluctuation behind this average
figure and the state should influence peasant
incomes in a more discriminating manner,
like subsidies or taxation.

Over ten years the fastest income growth
was among dual-income households (124
per cent), followed by peasants (119 per
cent), workers (97 per cent) and finally intel-
lectual workers (91 per cent).

“If we sum up the evolution of incomes
by social class we can say that the ratios of
the classes and main social strata show a
stable enough relationship, indeed a certain
rapprochement. This conforms to the
objectives of socialist construction and can
be considered a major social achievement.”

Foreign Politics

Kulpolitika (Foreign Politics) is one of the
youngest Hungarian periodicals—in its third
volume—with a publisher, the Hungarian
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Institute of Foreign Affairs, that is also
young. The review, which is concerned with
analytical and theoretical studies of foreign
politics, deals with such subjects as (taken
from the latest issue, 1976/1): “The Final
Act in Helsinki and the Norms of Interna-
tional Relations”. The author, Péter Kul-
csar, works on Hungarian Radio’s broadcasts
to foreign countries, and here analyses the
legal status of the Act. The same issue also
contains “On the Possibility of Renewing the
World Economic Order” by Ferenc Kozma,
secretary of the Scientific Council on World
Economy, who discusses the goals of devel-
oping countries and the degree to which they
conform to the interests of the Western
imperialists powers. Péter Rajcsanyi, who
works at the Hungarian Institute of Foreign
Affairs, discusses the theoretical problems
in trying to evaluate the international balance
of forces.

One article in the column “Review”
discusses the role of the UN in liquidating
the colonial system; another sums up the
plans of the opposition parties in West
Germany and their views on foreign policy.

The column “Life at the Institute” car-
rieas a report on a conference organized in
September 1975 in Tihany, Lake Balaton,
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on the subject, “International Détente and
Perspectives on the Development of East-
W est Relations to the End of the 1970s”.
This was the second conference on the
subject, pitting experts in different fields
against the knotty complex of problems
related to the given theme. | limit myself to
one definition quoted in the conference
conclusions: “Détente... is the process of
simultaneous competition and cooperation,
a particular form of the international class
struggle where peaceful solutions predom-
inate.”

The issue also printed a paper by Assis-
tant Professor Tibor Paldnkai on “Great
Britain after Joining the European Economic
Community”. The article is not so much
an analysis as a summary of known facts
culled from British sources.

“Foreign Politics” also prints book re-
views, with synopses of the most important
papers given in English and Russian. The
paper’s special significance is in regularly
publishing the documents pertaining to
Hungarian foreign policy, including in the
latest number the texts of the joint com-
muniqués issued during the recent African
and Near Eastern journey of P&l Losonczi,
President of the Presidential Council.

Istvan Bart
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IVAN T. BEREND

THE PRESENT

IN HISTORICAL

PERSPECTIVE

The Historical Approach

It is not the famous Ciceronian phrase
“testis temporum, magistra vitae” that | am
thinking of, it is not historic examples and
analogies that | wish to conjure up so that
history should appear as the “witness of
times”, the "schoolmistress of life”. It is
striking however to see how the historical
method is often relegated to the background
in the approach to contemporary socio-eco-
nomic facts, how widespread a kind of in-
terpretation—torn out of the historic pro-
cess—of these facts is; how many people are
inclined to identify historical perspective
with the description of the past and consider
it as dead material from the aspect of the
present. On other occasions, and this is not
infrequent either, “historicity” appears in a
distorted way, as the forced picking out of
certain examples serving to support given
ideas or concepts; this is dangerous, because
complex historic processes can, of course,
provide examples for anything and for its
opposite as well. This kind of “historical
approach” lightly throws about the admonish-
ing examples of history. It seeks either
“antecedents” for the process occurring in
the present, “supporting” them through
historical analogy, or—just on the contrary—
it wants to oppose the present to the past
through examples. It is even more mislead-
ing than this practice to “arrange” the events

of the past into an arbitrary sequence cor-
responding to some preconceived idea, while
disregarding facts that are contrary to this
preconception.

One and the same history, therefore, be-
comes an unbroken chain of heroic and self-
sacrificing class struggles and fights for free-
dom in one interpretation, and in another a
series of defeats, compromises and surrenders.
The picking out of one side of the thesis and
antithesis produced by history and the con-
cealment of the other distorts the organic
process of history, since historic reality did
not create a formula as a choice of either
Széchenyi or Kossuth, and not even as
either Kossuth or Dedk; a certain period of
Hungarian history was determined by all
of them, i.e. the forces and efforts they stood
for together; just as 1919 was the year of
the victorious and of the defeated Republic
of Councils, and Hungarian history and so-
ciety were formed together by the 1848 Re-
volution and the dualistic regime, the Re-
public of Councils, and the Horthy regime.
Picked examples do not allow one to in-
terpret, only to distort.

However, there are numerous further
tripping wires hidden in historical analysis,
since in the last resort subjective misinter-
pretations are no worse than the kind of
“objective historicity” which sees the pro-
cesses that occurred "justified” in a way by
the fact of their occurrence. Of this attitude,
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Lenin ironically said in one of his earliest
works, that pointing out the inevitability of
a sequence of facts is always in danger of
turning out to be an apology for the status
quo.

This kind of false historicity passes over
into apology, since it does not reckon with
the fact that from time to time inevitable
events may also be negative, and the “de-
fence” of these deprives our attitude of true
historicity. And how many people com-
mitted such an error in the economic and
historical debates of recent years... (In-
cidentally, Lenin demonstrated convincingly
exactly in the judging of a much debated
important event of Hungarian history that
the fact of its occurring does not justify the
historic event in itself. Lenin considered the
Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867
historically inevitable, i.e. an event which
could not be “rejected”, opposing to it some
wished for but unrealistic revolutionary
solution, and considered, at the same time,
the content of the Compromise a reactionary
reply to the question posed by the revolu-
tion.)

It is not my intention to enumerate the
errors, but rather to emphasize the Marxian
interpretation and importance of historical
approach. Without undertaking the presenta-
tion of the philosophic, that is epistemologic-
al context of the question, let me refer only
to the fact that Hegel already thoroughly
challenged the traditional attitude when he
did not call the lessons drawn from days
long past the schoolmaster of life, but viewed
life identifying every fact with its own his-
tory.

With Marx and in Marxism it was this
discovery that matured into a fundamental
scientific method.

This is linked to that often quoted
Marxian maxim that every science is basical-
ly historical.

The methodical achievement of the his-
torical approach later played an extraordinary
role in the accomplishments of Marxism
(and the politics based on it).

1 1

What then can the historical approach
offer to the present? It contributes to the
understanding of depth instead of the sur-
face, of the whole instead of the segment,
of the context instead of the fact in itself,
and it ensures a viewing of the facts of the
present in conjunction with the past and
the future.

Let me attempt to prove this using three
selected but rather important present socio-
economic phenomena.

Contemporary Price Problems— in a Historical

Perspective

Prices are rising. Yesterday rent, today
the price of milk, tomorrow perhaps the
price of meat and of other commodities.
This is a subject for day by day annoyance,
and day by day economic argument.

It is not easy to accept this fact although
this is already the third or fourth generation
that is becoming acquainted with it. More
than half a century ago an incontestably
gifted Hungarian Minister of Finance,
Lorant Heged(s, had to enter a psychiatric
hospital for years, because he persistently
stuck to the traditional view that “the ideal
state of the budget is budgetary equilibrium,
i.e., the complete harmony between receipts
and expenditure” and the unchanged stability
of the currency, and he presented a plan for
stabilization on this basis in 1920. The
dominant bourgeois schools of economics of
the second half of the nineteenth century
saw the depreciation of the currency as a
frightening breakdown of economic equi-
librium. In the wake of the conservative
German economic-financial school of thought
of Heinrich Rau and Adolf Wagner and
Lorenz Stein, this view was unequivocally
dominant in Hungary as well starting with
the 1890s. Economic practice which was a
more exact seismograph of new tendencies
in the capitalist economy than the then still
backward, conservative economic theory,
soon pointed to the need to correct these
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views. “.. .due to the circumstances, these
plans are no longer considered suitable for
getting the country’s finances out of the
mire,” was said, in the House of Representa-
tives, on the stabilization plan. “They were
considered as such. | did consider them as
such... But | can now see that a boom oc-
curred here which serves to the advantage of
the country; if we choose perhaps another
road. .. than the one suggested here by the
Minister."

The discovery of new economic trends,
and among these the connection between
the deterioration of the currency, that is in-
flation, and the trend of production, i.e. the
theoretical formulation of the economic
problems which had been unknown before
the war, was undertaken in the capitalist
world only a decade later when, in addition
to the experiences of the post-war years, the
destructive crisis as well made the immediate
need for the application of new weapons
obvious. The new schools in economic theory
which Keynes gave rise to already considered
the earlier views on the budgetary equi-
librium to be obsolete, and slow inflationary
financing as a fundamental method for
creating a boom became central to their
thinking.

Price rises at a steady though changing
pace have since come to stay. Two to three
decades suffice even for the traditionally
“hardest” currencies to lose half or three-
quarters of their purchasing power. True,
public opinion still sees this process as the
endangering of economic equilibrium.
A depreciation which was not even too
serious in the context of today’s capitalist
economy, was a dangerous political weapon
in the hands of Barzel and Strauss against
Brandt at the time of the last West German
elections.

It is not here possible to argue the
theoretical aspects of this question. It would
take one too far to analyse the effect of the
inner laws of the socialist economy on the
socialist economy itself, and the laws
governing the movement of prices in the
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latter. An empirical approach to the historic
facts can at the most be a contribution to the
research into these laws. The path of the
Hungarian economy in the last quarter cen-
tury certainly provides such contributions.
First perhaps—Iet me mention one of the
conclusions in advance—that the general
trend of the movement of prices in the
world market exercised an influence on the
country’s economy that could not be warded
off. To illustrate the extent to which this
applied, let us place the second piece of the
historic mosaic, this time from approximate-
ly a quarter century ago.

At the preparatory stage of the Hungarian
stabilization in August 1946, the real world
prices were consciously ignored in the plan-
ning of the price system, and in order to en-
sure a lower price level, calculations were
based on lower raw material prices. In the
paper industry, calculations at approximate-
ly 40 per cent lower prices were permitted.
In the case of imported rayon filaments com-
puting of a raw material price of 34 forints
was allowed, although the latter’s interna-
tional market price was 55 forints. In the
United States the price level increased by
31 per cent between July 1946 and 1947
alone, and in the wake of the rise of world
prices the price level of Hungarian imports
also rose by 20 per cent.

Although a most determined price-fix-
ing policy was applied after stabilization,
and even so-called committees for protect-
ing the forint operated all over the country
and sentences of extreme severity were
handed down after August x, 1946, a slow
rise of the price level nevertheless started
and eight months after stabilization the
price of industrial products was higher by
nearly 3 per cent, and ten months later by
about 9 per cent, than in August 1946. By
the latter point in time the average price
level of all goods had already increased by
20 per cent! A major factor in this was that
agricultural prices—fixed at an especially
low level—were untenable, they would have
endangered production. (One year after
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stabilization agricultural prices exceeded the
stabilization level by approximately 50 per
cent.)

It is far from true that this price move-
ment represented merely the correction of
price-planning at stabilization. The process
continued, and in the two years between
January 1947 and January 1949—at the
time of the impressive pace of reconstruction
and the spectacular improvement in living
conditions—the average price level again
rose by about 20 per cent.

I am not here trying to trace post-war
price history. An important fact must
nevertheless be mentioned. At the beginning
of the fifties planning based on compulsory
directives introduced the most rigid controls.
Price fluctuations in the international markets
were warded off by the dual price system
that had been introduced, i.e., bythe method
of price compensation in foreign trade. This
meant, in the case of imported goods, that
although the state-owned import enterprise
was purchasing at world prices, it passed
goods on to production enterprises at
domestic (in certain cases lower) prices. And
the socialist countries, in their trade among
each other, fixed the then world prices in
the summer 1951, and from then on settled
their trade at those fixed prices which in the
meantime became fictitious. Free price
formation was reduced to the so-called free
market goods, which were quite insignificant
in number. In the first half of the fifties the
most substantial price rise in modern Hun-
garian economic history occurred—not count-
ing the two great post-war inflations—in
spite of the strictly fixed prices and the
elimination of price influences from abroad.
By the middle of the decade the average
price level was already almost double the
1949 level! This was far from being healthy
and was connected with the stepped-up in-
vestment programmes and the fact that the
tensions necessarily occuring between supply
and demand were consistently solved through
the reduction of consumption. The causes
were manifold, but the phenomenon proved
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unequivocally that fixed prices themself gave
no assurance at all for price stability.

But let us not stop at events that occurred
halfa century or a quarter century ago, let us
fit the mosaic piece of price movement in
the last decade into the picture. From the
mid-sixties—supported by a conscious eco-
nomic policy—the gradual rise of agricultural
prices and in part of services as well (and
of the industrial prices connected with these)
began and is still continuing. Looked at
historically, what is occurring here is not
simply some kind of price rise, but also the
process of transformation of the Hungarian
price structure. The price structure which
existed until the mid-sixties was in essence
a product of the 1946 stabilization and of
the prices and economic policy enforced at
the beginning of the fifties. It was determined
by the necessities and economic objectives
of the period, just as prices and price ratios
are never determined economically only but
historically as well. On the basis of the low
level of production, a real wages level
amounting to at least 50 per cent of the pre-
war one had to be ensured so as to avoid—at
the existing low level of production and sup-
ply (in most areas of the consumer industries
the latter’s production amounted to only
one-third or one quarter of the prewar
figure!)—excess demand which would fast
drive up prices and endanger stabilization.
Consequently the prices of industrial pro-
ducts had to be fixed at one and a half times
to twice the prewar price ratios. On the
other hand, agricultural prices were fixed
at the prewar level, and the prices of services
not demanding goods supply (for instance
rents) were fixed at one-third of the prewar
level, as it was here that the high industrial
prices could be compensated. Thus an en-
tirely new price structure was created, and
in the given situation it would hardly have
been possible to carry out stabilization with
one that essentially differed from it.

This price structure suited the develop-
ment objectives of the fifties. Agriculture
was one of the most important resources for
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accumulation which produced the major part
of the national income for industrialization
at the fastest possible rate. Consequently,
the increase in accumulation demanded low
agricultural prices. Through the separation
of production prices and consumer prices,
and by keeping the price of investment
goods low (possibly trader cost) industrial
profit was to be realized in the prices of in-
dustrial consumer goods. Due to the policy
of restraining consumption, the still un-
usually cheap services could continue to en-
sure the relative stability of the real wages.
The formula remained unchanged: high
prices for industrial consumer goods, a gap
between industrial and agricultural prices,
with low agricultural prices, and prices for
services far under cost.

This price structure served the policy of
forced accumulation, investment and indus-
trialisation well, and had no small share in
the rise of industrial production, by the
second half of the sixties, to fivefold the
1950 level, and an average annual industrial
growth rate exceeding 10 per cent. At the
same time, it incontestably contributed to the
slowness of progress in agriculture—the
average growth rate of 0.7 per cent being
very low even by international standards—
and to the stagnation of services, including
the continuing housing shortage.

Since the lag in the infrastructural domain
and the slow growth of agricultural produc-
tion inevitably became obstacles to econom-
ic progress, and since after the leap forward
in industry the restoration of the balance be-
tween the various branches of the economy
became a task of the first importance from
the end of the fifties on—we had to face the
need of transforming the earlier price
structure.

The trend of the necessary change was
unequivocal: raising the prices of agricul-
tural products and of services, reduction of
industrial prices. Just as the price dispro-
portions were incentives to one-sided in-
dustrial development, the transformation of
economic ratios was unimaginable without
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a corresponding transformation of price
ratios.

As may be seen, if the contemporary
price problems are viewed historically, it
does not only become obvious that we have
been experiencing economic processes which
began half a century ago and have been, so
to say, independent of economic decisions
that is the introduction of controls.

It is equally obvious—and this is the
most decisive reason for the price movements
of the present—that from the aspect of solv-
ing the most important economic tasks
which have been brought forward by history
(ensuring faster agricultural development,
raising of standards in transport, services and
housing which are lagging behind the level
of our general economic maturity) we have
reached a stage where transforming the
price structure is inevitable.

Looking at it in a historical perspective,
it would hardly be possible to proclaim a
successful campaign for ensuring an un-
changed price level. Such attempts, even if
the severest measures are applied, can only
be maintained transitorily, and in general
only if concessions are made relating to
other, equally important economic objec-
tives.

All this does not however lead to the con-
clusion that “all is in vain, nothing can be
done”. Recognizing the nature of historical
trends can help one to find out what has to
be done, and can be done realistically—and
there is a lot to do. What is the measure of
price rises that are justified by the historical-
ly inevitable transformation of the price
structure? To what extent have we ap-
proached a proper price structure through
the price rises that have occurred? And—this
being the other side of the coin—at what
rate is it desirable to bring about this price
structure?

All these are questions of social policy as
well as of economic policy. Decisions can be
made by treating the two factors jointly.
Separating inevitable price rises which must
accompany the transformation of the price
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structure, and unjustified ones, is most
difficult. One lot are in the last resort an
incentive to economic growth furthering
up-to-date structural transformations, i.e.
they contribute to no less than an adequate
food supply, secure and ample even in years
when the weather is unfavourable, to im-
proving services, to the solution of the
housing problem, in the last resort to an in-
crease in social welfare, the second on the
other hand impare the standard of living and
are not an incentive economically. More than
once price increases aimed at easy profits are
derived merely from damaging monopoly
positions, an over-concentration in the
existing network of enterprises, and a short-
age of certain categories of small and medium
enterprises and, last but not least, from
supply lagging behind demand. In other
words, safeguards must be found not only
against certain “excesses” by enterprises or
individuals, but also means for a reduction
in the price of certain groups of industrial
commodities. Though the raising of agri-
cultural prices and the prices of certain
services, and of some industrial goods con-
nected with them, may undoubtedly be use-
ful in the long run, there must be at least
just as great an interest in the reduction of
industrial prices which were set earlier and
are still in force. One should add that this
is both in the social and in the economic
interest. A reduction in such prices would
not only stimulate consumption and the
bringing about of a more up-to-date struc-
ture of consumption, but the reduction of
costs through better organization and
technical development as well.

The assertion of all these interests has
made a consistent stand against all hidden
price increases especially important. Hidden
price rises often occur and are most difficult
to control, besides being unjustified price
increases. (It must not be forgotten either
that at the beginning of the fifties this
method was officially used.) It is not easy
to deal with when economic policy sets
tself the task to stop such price increases,
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as is the case nowadays. The adequate control
of price movements, the prevention as far as
possible of every unjustified price increase,
the directing and influencing of the setting
of prices on the basis of recognized economic
laws, demand complex and most purposeful
measures as well as an extensively active
economic policy.

But it is no less a job to make wages
policy such that it should not only balance
out price rises and ensure the increase of
real wages on the average, but should give
expression to the often extraordinarily in-
volved interests of various sections of so-
ciety.

Negative Consciousness— in a Historical

Perspective

The so-called negative phenomena of con-
sciousness of which it is sufficient to men-
tion the contumely of office-holders, greed,
low work morale and the new craze for
titles, find expression in everyday attitudes
which are justifiedly castigated. These
phenomena are annoying and harmful, and
many people are of the opinion that their
manifestations can be noticed clearly enough
so as to permit a fight against them with-
out any special analysis or examination of
their causes. It is, however, possible to
fight against these non-desirable, harmful
phenomena as well in many ways and the
choice of effective weapons depends al-
ready to a large extent on the clear under-
standing of these phenomena, and the re-
cognition of the context in which they take
place.

Let us then have alook at a few important
aspects of historical contexts, and among
these in the first place the structural model
of Hungarian society in the period preceding
the socialist transformation.

In the century of capitalist moderniza-
tion Hungarian society became extremely
polarized, this being incidentally charac-
teristic of Eastern Europe in general. Just
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over five hundred aristocratic families owned
several thousand and even several ten thou-
sand hectares of land each, and—nothing
expresses the extremity of the contrast more
sharply—400,000 farmhand and day-
labourer families, approximately one and a
half million men, women and children, were
drudging on the lands of these half thou-
sand aristocratic families. The approximate-
ly fifty families that were at the top of the
industrial and banking aristocracy faced
300.000 proletarian families the bread-
winners of which were employed in large-
scale industry. On the one side the Eszter-
hazys and the Weiss family—on the other
the scraping and bowing, forelock-touching
farmhands in rags and the unemployed
workers of Csepel. This is a well-known
picture, perhaps even too well-known, which
has been generalized as a widely spread
image of the past by journalistic over-
simplification and overemphasis. However,
this was but one side of social reality. Not
only polarization was especially extreme in
Hungary, but the intermediate social strata
filling the distance between the two poles,
were also especially extensive. At the level
of relative backwardness the rise and survival
of the petty-bourgeois-half-proletarian, in
other words: half petty-bourgeois, majority
of society is another characteristic phenom-
enon.

Besides the workers of small and large-
scale industry numbering 660,000 families
and the 800,000 families of the agricultural
proletariat, the independent small business-
men and tradesmen numbered no less than
300.000 families, the state officials (more or
less the equivalent of gentleman as in “officer
and gentleman’) enjoying a special status
numbered 250,000 families, and an even
more populous section were the smallhold-
ing peasantry, approximately 600,000 fa-
milies, not counting well-to-do peasant
farmers. And then there were the white-
collar workers, professional people, army and
police officers, active and retired, about
400.000 families altogether.
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We less frequently mention the historic
reality of petty-bourgeois-half-proletarian
social majority, although 20 or 30 years ago,
and prior to that for a century with not too
large fluctuations, this stratum determined
the character of Hungarian society.

Viewing today’s common consciousness,
all this must be borne in mind, since even
if it represents the dead past, consciousness
carries in itself dead matter more persistently
than many other spheres, and this dead
matter can thus remain virulent for a long
time.

Following on the Second World War,
the social structure was radically transform-
ed, and in other respects as well an extra-
ordinary social mobility got under way.
| earlier referred to the effects of the century-
long rigidity, let me now refer to the next
aspect, to the effects of this extraordinary
dynamism and change.

The changes transformed first of all the
structure of society: cross-currents involving
a change of place occurred, which were
without example in history, and setting out
from the extreme poles of society these
forceful social currents carried with them
also strata which were not placed at the
extremes. The disappearance or sinking of
the old ruling classes, of the old official
middle class and of a huge petty-bourgeoisie,
and the positioning of a mass of approxi-
mately one million persons (including family
members) among the new intelligentsia and
professional people, mark only the most
extreme changes, but in the course of these
the place occupied in society by nearly one
quarter of the population changed radically.

In the past quarter century, however,
social changes were much greater and more
thorough going than this. First of all, the
size of the working class rose from one
million to a round two million, and their
share of all those gainfully employed in-
creased from one-fifth to more than 40 per
cent, while the share of those employed in
small-scale industry declined from being
half that of industrial workers to a more
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15 per cent. The ratio of those employed
outside agriculture, less than half of all
those employed earlier on, increased to ap-
proximately three-quarters. The ration of
those in agriculture was reduced from more
than half to one quarter. The remaining
peasant families came to be increasingly of
mixed agricultural-industrial occupation,
there are industrial workers or other with
non-agricultural occupations in 70 per cent
of peasant families with more than one
gainfully employed member.

All this was accompanied by a massive
stream into the cities and towns: the city
population increased by more than one mil-
lion, and its share in the total population
jumped from one-third to approximately
50 per cent. The average level of schooling
has increased rapidly as well, secondary
education has ceased to be the privilege of
an elite and has become the education of the
masses. The gadgets of civilization have fast
become part of the lives of men and women;
S0 to speak in a single decade—in the sixties
—household appliances, television, cars and
motor-cycles were forging ahead, making up
for a lag of several decades.

These changes took place in a historically
unusually short period and in a very sudden
and tempestuous way. Today’s generations
stand under the influence of fresh and radical
changes. There are a great number of people
in whose lives no smaller change occurred
than that they moved from village to town,
became acquainted with electric lighting,
and almost simultaneously with household
appliances and television, a change which
occurred in the history of mankind over the
lifetimes of generations. The picture of the
world in the average Hungarian citizen’s
mind became substantially broader, he dis-
poses of incomparably more knowledge and
direct experience about the world than one or
two decades ago, and for great numbers drud-
gery for sheer existence was replaced by the
vistas of material and spiritual ascendance.
The consciousness of society is much more
mature today than it was a few decades ago.
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At the same time, these effects unequi-
vocally positive in their last consequence,
caused by changes in living conditions, hit
people without any transition, and produced,
so to say, a shock effect. For this reason,
exactly on account of the unusual width
and speed of the surging changes, the other-
wise positive effects also occur in a contra-
dictory way and often call forth temporarily
negative consequences as well. | would not
like to offer shallow analogies, but it never-
theless has to be said: a person who has
gone through deprivation for long, long
periods, if suddenly given a lot of food,
obviously does not act in moderation, he
eats more than he should, more than once
to the extent of becoming sick. His greed
in itself—disregarding the motives—is ob-
viously an unpleasant, repugnant fact.

It is like this in many things. Even, to
a small extent, literally so, since the entire
nation eats more than they should. The
working classes and sections of the popula-
tion which had been excluded for genera-
tions from the opportunity to enjoy the good
thing in life, live in the daze of their new
acquisitions, since from the beginning of
the war to the beginning or middle of the
sixties the opportunities for consumption
were somewhat restricted. Novelties—even if
they are good—lie heavy in the stomach of
society. An unwholesome relationship to
commodities and an enhanced desire for
possession is general. Just as travel, which
showed healthy development in the recent
years (the number of trips abroad is six
times as high as before the war: over one
million annually), is for the time being
accompanied by some negative aspects as
well. The increase in travelling does not
only serve a better knowledge of each other
and the growth of internationalist senti-
ments, but also produces hatred and kow-
towing.

In order to indicate the extraordinarily
involved and often contradictory effects of
the all-embracing changes, let me refer to
those social achievements which affect society
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most directly, which are outstanding in com-
parison to what exists elsewhere in the
world, and which are undoubtedly of his-
torical importance, but which at the same
time became sources for conflicts not only
through their effect of suddenly transform-
ing habits and ways of living, but also
through a certain contradiction with the
financial possibilities of the country. This in-
cludes, for instance, general social insurance
(before the Second World War it extended
only to one-third of the population and
fifty per cent of the financial burden had
to be mat by the insured themselves, while
the present—extended—social insurance
services are entirely free for all citizens) and
the system of pensions which has become
general (and that at a very low age), having
been a rare privilege earlier.

General social insurance has also become
—as has been pointed out by the committee
for the long-range planning of the standard
of living—owing to the lack of sufficient
financial means, the source of such problems
as overcrowding in hospitals, a lowering in
therapeutic standards, the turning of the
physician into a “prescription-writer”, and
in spite of treatment being free (or due to
this) payment for individual medical services.
The huge mass of pensioners, due to the low
age-limit for the general pension system, has
also become the source of considerable
social anxiety, because of the lack of ade-
quate institutions and, in many cases, due
to the still rather low pensions.

The negative phenomena of the con-
sciousness can be explained primarily by the
still living effects of the old social structure
and by the complicated maze of the peculiar
—temporarily partly also negative—pheno-
mena caused by radical social change.

It is obvious that just as it would be
mistaken to take the present out of its
context, it would also be wrong to deduce
all contemporary phenomena simply from
the past, and to explain negative behaviour
and manifestations of the consciousness
merely through the backwardness of con-
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sciousness and the survival of the past.
Behind the contemporary phenomena of con-
sciousness and behaviour—as has been factu-
ally demonstrated by two gifted young soci-
ologists through the investigation of a
factory—are also to be found negative effects
derived from present reality. The latter are,
of course, also often entangled with the
past.

| absolutely do not want to give the
impression as if the historical method were
the sole method for giving an answer to all
present questions. This is only one, but in-
dispensable aspect. The search for solutions
can, of course, be influcted to a considerable
extent through the entry of historical ap-
proach into investigations. Just as it is im-
portant to seek out and apply the best
incentives, it is also indispensable to view
facts historically; the truth is that the
greatest impatienceis needed faced with some
negative phenomena, and towards others the
greatest patience must be shown. The doing
away with certain negative phenomena of
the social consciousness can be achieved
through changing conditions, and in other
cases it is exactly the steadiness of the con-
ditions that may bring results. To take the
above example: the greed of the person who
has suddenly received food will abate after
some time—if he continues to receive food
in adequate quantity and is not afraid that
the old privations will return.

The examination of the objective historic
processes is important, not “in itself", but
exactly from the practical aspect.

But let us pass now to the third example,
which may throw light primarily on the con-
nection between historical approach and fore-
casting.

The Path of Urbanization— in a Historical Per-

spective

The comparative examination of urbani-
zation in the past one and a half century
makes the exact definition of today’s level
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of urbanization possible. The entire path of
Hungarian urbanization and its pace can be
“measured”, and through some abstraction
the curve of these processes can also be
drawn.

In the case of comparative historical
examinations it has also become possible—in
a simplified wap—to place the urbanization
curves of various countries (country types)
over each other and recognize in this way
their identical and differing contours, i.e.,
in our case the peculiar traits of their
development in Hungary as well as their
place in history.

Tire drawing of conclusions from histo-
rical statistics does not only make it possible
to measure that as far as the share of the
urban population is concerned, Hungary
was in 1970 approximately on the same level
as England had been in 1850 or that of
continental Western countries at the end of
the nineteenth century. One cannot only
compare exactly where we stand in respect
of the spread of urban achievements (or in
a more general sense: achievements of civili-
zation), such as sewerage, the use of running
water, the telephone, electric power, housing,
etc.—although these are in themselves also
extraordinarily important for appreciating
the present. It is not by chance then that
violent debates have taken place concerning
the state of contemporary urban develop-
ment.

The comparative historical analysis of the
urbanization processes of the modern age
—if we do not stop at quantitative connec-
tions—makes the drawing of fundamental
conclusions possible; or at least: correct
long-range decisions are unimaginable with-
out analyses of this nature.

The historic path of countries which in
per capita industrial production and national
income are two to two and a half times more
developed than Hungary, and are ahead in
industrialization and urbanization, shows:
the decisive social process was undoubtedly,
at a lower (medium) stage of development,
the flood into the cities and towns (and this
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inevitably influenced too fast urbanization
which even in wealthy countries fell far
short of satisfying human needs, and brought
about the unpleasant city model charac-
teristic of the earliest stage of capitalism
with its overcrowded housing and transpor-
tation), but ata higher stage of development
this situation changed. In several countries
the new (and for us still to come) tendency
of historical progress became, in the past
decade, the stream out of the agglomerations
and cities, which in the meantime had be-
come exceedingly unpleasant.

Comparative historical examination does
not only render the past easier to comprehend
but gives us also a glance into the future.
We know that one quarter is still a high
ratio for the agricultural population, and
we may reckon with it that in the next 15
to 20 years their share in the total population
will be between 10 to 14 per cent. The
town population may still increase consider-
ably above the present 50 per cent, since
the natural place of domicile for those
employed in the secondary and tertiary in-
dustries is not the village.

Let us bear in mind what a strong weapon
historical comparison has placed into our
hands: we may recognize clearly that the
path of progress is not necessarily to follow
the topsy-turvy historic road of the countries
which precede us. Through conscious socio-
economic planning we may indicate short-
cuts.

Why prefer the path of flooding the
existing cities and suffer all its unpleasant
corollaries, if we know that—historically
speaking—the trend of leaving agglomera-
tions will shortly follow? And in the mean-
time we tie our hands for decades with un-
movable, unchangeable infrastuctural con-
structions.

Hence, the solution to the problems of
urbanization must not be sought in the cities
and towns alone. In my opinion, the key to
a long-term solution is partly the raising to
the urban level of settlements which have
not yet an urban character, and the develop-
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ment of the villages, and in connection
with this the considerable extension of the
country’s modern transportation, communi-
cation, cultural, educational, etc., infra-
structure. All this is not changed by the
fact that the extraordinary intricacy of reali-
ty does not make the taking of the right
practical decisions easy. For instance, the
Hungarian settlement network, the network
of villages is obviously too dense to permit
the interpretation of the development of
villages as the development of every village
and settlement, so the decline of some of
today’s settlements must necessarily be con-
templated. But it is not my aim here to
explain the problems of urbanization; I only
wish to demonstrate the importance of a
historical view from several aspects.

Being a small country—and sizes are very
important in this question—in the long run
Hungary may achieve a shortcut exactly
through the broadly interpreted realization
of urbanization. We may “meet” the trend
of streaming out which will necessarily ensue
later at a higher level of development, by
marking out our strategy of urbanization
—on the basis of historical experiences—in
such a way that through developing the
infrastructure and part of the existing settle-
ments we attempt to make the settlements
attractive that are not urban yet, not last the
village settlements to be found within the
range of attraction of the cities (ensuring
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also simple good transportation), and—ook-
ing ahead develop them into attractive dor-
mitory towns. (In Hungary the range of
attraction of the 5-8 larger cities is extremely
big.) The main objective of our urbanization
policy and practice should not be the devel-
opment of Szeged or Miskolc into little
Budapests, or the further extension of the

capital. .

The three examples which | have picked
do perhaps draw attention to the historical
view being indispensable in the examination
of contemporary socio-economic processes.
Historical approach assists us in a better
understanding of the trends of movements
prevalent in our society, and thereby not
only in measuring up the realities but also
in coming nearer to adequate solutions. This
allows measures to be viewed with a more
comprehensive historic responsibility, taking
into consideration that not only do historic
processes determine our present, but the
steps to be taken (or to be missed) today
also form history.

As Marx put it, a society, even if it has
discovered the laws of its development,
cannot jump across natural stages of evolu-
tion, nor can it make them disappear by
prononcing ariat. And this is not little, but
much more than the attempts at great jumps
and leaps, which often backfire.
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S IMAGE

Reports of Benjamin Franklin’s experi-
ments and inventions reached Hungary
almost at the same time as news of the
American Revolution. The enthusiasm the
revolution aroused in Hungary was as great
as in any other European country and Frank-
lin was the European embodiment of the
noble cause.

When Mihaly Kovécs Fabricius (1724-
1779), an officer in the Austrian and Prus-
sian armies, left for Bordeaux in 1776 with
the permission of the Buda Army Head-
quarters, his intention was to join the
patriots in America. Kovéacs wrote to Frank-
lin in Paris—as so many European officers
did—offering his services with a request for
a letter of recommendation.1In fact, Frank-
lin got so many such letters that he obviously
could not answer all of them. In all proba-
bility Kovécs’s request remained unanswered
too, as only his letter survived and there are
no traces about Franklin’s answer.2*Anyway
Kovacs crossed the Atlantic, joined General
Pulaski’s battalion and reached the rank
of colonel before he died at Charleston
in 1779.

Janos Zinner, a professor at the Academy
of Kassa and the author of a number of
juridical treatises, claims he met Franklin
probably through fellow freemasons? while
Franklin was staying in Paris. On October
26, 1778 Zinner wrote in French to Franklin

lamerikai Magyar Sgi, May 11, 1972, Emil
Schafer, “Egy magyar h6s az amerikai forrada-
lomban”, pp. 9, 11. The article contains a Hun-
garian translation of the letter, the original of
which is in the Library of the American Philo-
sophical Society.

2Jend Pivény: Magyar— amerikai térténelmi kap-
csolatok az Amerikai Polgarhabori befejezéséig (“Hun-
garian-American Historical Ties to the End of
the American Civil War”). Budapest, 1926. p. 16.

1 See: Istvan Gal: “Zinner Janos kassai pro-
fesszor, Benjamin Franklin baratja é amerikai
fliggetlenségi  dokumentum gy(jteménye 1782-
bOI”. irodaimi Szemle, 13(1970) 10. Pp. 638-644.
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from Buda asking for information for two
of his forthcoming books: notitia Historica
de Coloniis Foederatis in America and pe Viris
Ilustribus AmericaeA W e have not found these
works in print, but we do know that in
1782 Zinner published in German, wmerk-
wirdige Briefe und
Generdle in America (Augsburg 1782), con-
taining material from both loyalists and
patriots, English and French. Zinner’s aim
was—as he put it in the introduction—to
provide documents for future historians and
not to predict the outcome of the war.s He
expressed his gratitude to Dr. Franklin for
having furnished him with all the material
contained in the book.6*Among the docu-
ments translated into German were three
letters related to Franklin himself: one
enclosed with an engraved sword for the
Marquis de Lafayette, the answer sent on
July 30, 1776 to Admiral Howe’s Staten
Island offer of peace to the Americans, and
the third, Franklin and Silas Deane’s appeal
to Lord Stormont, the English ambassador
in Paris, about some prisoners of war.7
After the second letter the book gives a short
biography of Franklin, showing Zinner’s
great respect for Franklin’s capabilities,
summing them up in the following words:
“Such geniuses are rarely found, equally
great as philosopher and statesman.8

Schriften der berihmtesten

4 The Works of Benjamin Franklin. Ed. Jared
Sparks, Boston, 1836. vol. 8, pp. 303-304.

5 Zinner, p. 1

6 Zinner, p. 17.

7 No. V: Herr Franklin Gberschickt einen mit
Sinnbildern gezierten Degen dem Marquis de la
Fayette; No. XXI: Antwort des D. Franklins auf
diesen Brief; Schreiben des Admirals Howe an
D. Franklin; Schreiben D. Franklins und Silas
Deane an den englischen Gesandten zu Paris,
Lord Stormont, wegen amerikanischen Kriegs-
gefangenen.

8 “Ein Genie, desgleichen wenige gefunden
werden, gleich gross als Philosoph und Staats-
mann.”
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Title page of the collection of writings by
American generals published by Zinner

By the time Zinner wrote a second letter
to Franklin on September 23, 1783, he had
prepared another work in Latin which he
offered to the Congress of the thirteen inde-
pendent states.9

Although Zinner did not intend his book
to be a political manifesto, it helped recruit
many European sympathizers to the Ameri-
can cause.

In December 1790, a few months after
Franklin’s death, a well-informed Hungar-
ian newsletter, published an obituary run-
ning to five pages which was full of praise.®

9 Library of Congress, Franklin Papers, No.
2616.

i° 1790/3, pp. 705-710 (Dec. 10), Military
and Other Important News.

THE NEW HUNGARIAN QUARTERLY

On July 29, 1790 another paper, The vienna
Hungarian courier, INformed its readers of
Franklin’s death saying that the free United
States ordered two months of mourning for
the death of its liberator, and similarly the
French National Assembly ordered a three-
day commemoration.

The French Revolution overshadowed
Franklin’s “revolutionary spirit” in the
Hungarian mind as it was much closer to
Hungary in space and time. Besides Franklin
became a revolutionary only as a last resort.
He was much more a virtuous capitalist,
a cautious politician and an experimental
scientist than a revolutionary. And this was
the way Ferenc Szilagyi (1797-1876)
depicted him in a 58-page article which
appeared in the periodical erdélyi M ufum
(Transylvanian Museum) in 1818.11 This
detailed and realistic biography offered its
readers a better portrait of Franklin than had
as yet appeared in Hungary, showing a man
who need not be mystified to admire his
personality, industry and talent.

In the first half of the nineteenth century
a reform movement began in backward and
almost feudal Hungary to introduce the
ideas and social system of the new model
capitalist society. The leading figure of the
movement, Count Istvan Széchenyi (1791-
1860), considered the U.S. a modern society
as he often wrote in the journal he kept all
his life.12

Széchenyi thought Franklin to be one of
the most influential characters of his time.
In 1825 he purchased a small collection of
Franklin’s works in Frenchi3 and made the
following note about it in his diary: “A book
which will be the greatest influence in my
whole life.” The two statesmen had, indeed,

1 erdélyi Muzium 10 (1818), Pp. 20-78.

12 See NHQ No. 60, “Széchenyi’s Picture of
America”, pp. 149-157.

3 széchenyi naplei, VOI. 2, p. 573. The French
booklet that Széchenyi bought was: Ch. A
Renouard, Mélanges de morale, d’lconomie et de
politique, extraits des ouvrages de Benjamin franklin,

et précldes d'une notice sur 